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Inflation Squeezing Stamford
By Liz Page

HOBART - The cost of
diesel exhaust fluid can be
added to the mounting list
of costs towns are facing
this summer season as they
look to get road repairs ac-
complished. Due to that,
Stamford Town Board mem-
bers approved ordering  mul-
tiple barrels believing the
cost won't be going down
anytime soon. 
"It's likely to go up more,"

said Highway Superinten-
dent Jon Ballard.
On the other side of the

money column, Jim and
Laurie Betz were present to
suggest the town might want
to raise the application fees
on subdivisions. The current
rate is $20 which Betz said
may not cover the cost to
the town. He suggested
$200 to $300 might be
more in line, with some
towns charging much more.
"It seems like we are behind
the times," said Betz. 
The fees have not been

changed in 27 years and
town board members agreed
that they should go over
the list of fees and adjust

them where they deem nec-
essary.
"In light of the increasing

costs, it's just a suggestion,"
said Betz.
Another resident, Ken

Govel, suggested the town
have a driveway permit, to
cover the cost of the highway
superintendent to site the
driveway and approve its
construction. He said other
townships charge a fee.
Mike Mattice, who is in

charge of sewer mainte-
nance, said the Hidden Inn,
which is getting ready to
come back on line in the
hamlet of South Kortright ,
must install some additional
equipment related to grease
disposal. He said it should
be done properly, putting it
back to its original design
to keep the grease out of
the wastewater.
While routine road work,

such as grading and rolling
are underway, town crews
are prepping for chip sealing.
So far, Ballard said the cost
of oil is not as bad as they
thought it might be and he
believes he can make his
way through his scheduled

list of repairs this year. He
said he will let board mem-
bers know if something
changes..
What is not in the highway

budget is the cost to secure
the bank that is sliding on
Township Road, near Crowe
Road. The town has received
an estimate from Geostable
International to drive 20-
foot self-drilling soil nails
into the embankment. De-
pending on how many feet
they do, the cost ranges
from $89,00 for 46 lineal
feet to $136,000 for 78
lineal feet. 
But that isn't the end of

it. The bank must still be
brought up to slope once it
is stabilized. Those costs are
not yet known.
The road has been looked

at by the Delaware County
Soil & Water Conservation
District and others to de-
termine exactly what will
need to be done to repair it.
Ballard said the road has

been deemed safe for travel
at this time, but any further
sliding could put it in peril.
The area for repair is located
on a very steep incline that

goes down to the creek bed.
The town is also checking

to see if there are any fund-
ing sources available to help
pay for the major project.
Those decisions will be com-
ing up once the other costs
are known.
In other business:
The town recently re-

ceived word it will get an
$80,000 Robinson-Broad-
hurst Foundation grant to
purchase a new truck. 
Annie Barr was appointed

dog control officer after her
husband resigned the post.
Board members also dis-

cussed getting someone
through the county's Office
of Employment Training to
come in and help with ceme-
tery maintenance. Council-
man Dave Post said some
work needs to be done at
the cemetery behind the
Township church.
Board member Rod Hillis

also brought up short term
rentals and if someone is
continuing to work on the
issue. It was suggested they
ask Glenn Nealis, director
of the county's Economic
Development Department

to help them on the issue.
The village drafted a law

to address short-term rentals
with a public hearing set
for June 21 at Stamford Vil-
lage Hall to hear public com-
ment. The draft is available
on the village's website.
"The way these things are

moving, I think we need to

do something," said Hillis.
Brent Trimbell and Dan

Deysenroth were appointed
to serve as negotiators on
the union contract for town
employees, which expires
this year.
Board members then en-

tered an executive session
to discuss litigation.

By Liz Page
SOUTH KORTRIGHT –

If the beams of the old house
where Edward Lamb
Nichols lives could talk, he
would be writing it all down.
He is now capturing his
thoughts and recollections
with notepad and pen to
the delight of those in his
writing circle at the Stamford
Village Library and beyond.
He has been writing po-

etry and short stories since
the pandemic began, mostly,
he admits, because there
wasn't much else going on. 
Nichols grew up on the

family farm, now operated
by his niece Gwen Deysen-
roth and her husband Paul.
He said he is fortunate that
the land, settled by his an-
cestors, is still being farmed.
The Deysenroths have a
beautiful dairy that sells raw
milk from their farm stand,
a unique operation by cur-
rent standards.
"They do a beautiful job

there," said Nichols.
As a matter of fact, Gwen

and his daughter had been
after him to write down his
experiences for many years.
"When I was visiting with
my daughter or Paul or
Gwen, they kept telling me
to write it down. I finally
did start writing it down.
It's part of history."
That history dates back

generations, as he imagines
his ancestors building the
cabin where he now lives
and clearing the land. He
wonders at how the early
settlers cleared all the trees
and moved the rocks and
planted the crops.
He might get a little mad

at me for printing it, but he
said he failed eighth grade
English. "I suppose I was a
typical boy. I didn't like school
much."
Despite that, he has writ-

ten more than 22 short sto-
ries, mostly about his expe-
riences growing up on the

farm. "You usually write
about what you know."
We marveled at the time

in history that he has lived,
going from horses to mech-
anization and the huge
pieces of farm machinery
that now get the job done.
"I was about 8 or 9 when
we got a tractor. It was a
John Deere, before the war.
We still had to use horses
because the tractors couldn't
do it all."
He said they were blessed

to have the tractor and did
custom plowing and har-
rowing for other farmers
because manpower was
short, due to the war, and it
saved a lot of work.
"I really got into writing

poems when I was living
alone. When the pandemic
came along there were no
dances, no church, no noth-
ing. I had my computer and
I wasn't happy with the way
they were handling the pan-
demic, so I started writing."
He recalled the polio epi-

demic when he was a child.
"We weren't allowed to chew
the stalks of timothy in the
field because they weren't
sure where the polio was
coming from. They eventu-
ally figured it out, but we

were told not to chew on
the timothy."
It's typical thing, if there

is any farm in you at all, to
pull the top off a stalk of
timothy and chew on the
sweet part. It is depicted in
many farming pictures.
Nichols now keeps a pad

and pencil on his headboard
so when he wakens in the
middle of the night and
starts thinking of things, he
can write them down. "If I
wait until morning, I forget
it," he smiles.
"It happens to me a lot.

I'll think of something I
haven't thought of in a long
time."
He lives in the original

cabin space built by his an-
cestors who settled the land
that is now known a the
Deysenroth Farm. Paul has
had a big hand in that, said
Nichols, taking that one
large room back to its orig-
inal beams. Everything is
in one big room, which was
the great room for his an-
cestors. A few side rooms
have been added.
"I lay there sometimes

and wonder if those old
beams could talk, what they
would say."
He is doing some of his

writing from that standpoint,
mixing in some of his poetry
and some prose. "It's not
easy," he admits. Particularly
when the poems must
rhyme.
"I've developed a system

a little bit and I've learned a
lot," he said. Referring to
his fellow writers in the
group. "It's a good group.
They aren't to critical, but
they do give you ideas for a

different way of doing it
and offer suggestions."
He is also in a writer's

group at the library in Delhi.
"It's fun," he says of his writ-
ing groups. "They don't take
things too seriously some-
times."
One of his poems relates

to selling off the cows from
the farm. It's something to-
day's farmers can relate to
as we see more and more
dairy farms disappearing
from our rural landscape.
As he gazes across the valley
he can view the Holley farm
and notices there are trees
now where there were once
open fields. "Almost every
field was open, used as pas-
ture or to grow crops. Now
there are places where you
wouldn't know the area was
once all open."
He laments that things

are always changing, as they
always have done. Change
is moving forward and mak-
ing progress. "Things have
been changing forever. That's
just how it is. You have to
have change,"
Now, for us, he is docu-

menting that change and
we can hope that the change
leads to something better.
When the original dairy

barn burned, the decision
was made to sell the cows.
It was an economical deci-
sion of not going into debt
to rebuild it. So the cows
were sold and the heifers
were kept. A couple of years
later his younger brother,
Howard Nichols, took those
heifers and added to them
to once again have a work-
ing dairy operation. It only
lasted a couple of years, he

said, before all the cows
and heifers were sold. His
poem reflects his thoughts,
although he said it isn't ex-
actly how it was, but it cap-
tures the feeling of what a
farmer experiences when
they have to sell their cows. 
Mary VanValkeburgh

pointed The Mountain Eagle
to interview Nichols after
she heard his poems at a
reading the writing group
had in Hobart Book Village.
She was captured by the
poem that she believes the
upcoming graduates can re-
late to "A Daisy or a Rose"
and we have included a
third poem "The Anniversary
Date". 
In the future, a collection

of Nichol's short stories will
be available as Terry Brad-
shaw, another writer in the
group, works to compile
them for posterity as a his-
tory project.
Ed Nichols is 91 and was

a pleasure to interview. After
selling the cows, due to all
his work on the family farm,
which encompasses many
levels and many jobs, he
was able to establish his
own construction business.
He has graciously shared

three of his poems with our
readers:
He said sometimes a

phrase comes to him that
sounds like it would be easy
to make into a poem. The
following poem came to
him while he was wandering
through the daisies.

A Daisy or a Rose
Trying to figure life out,

Story continues on A2

A Kiddie Corner pre-schooler waves his flag during the
Flag Day Parade. Photo by Liz Page. More photos inside.

Celebrating Old Glory

LOCAL AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT

Ed Nichols & the Joys of His Writing
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LOCAL HISTORY BY KAREN CUCCINELLO

King Louie Joseph Bonette/Bonnette
Can you imagine air

shows in Stamford in the
1930's. King Louie per-
formed his act on August
6, 1933 above Dayton
Ellsworth Griffin's Stamford
Airport, which was actually
in South Gilboa along Rte.
23.
A hot air balloon lifted

Bonette in his cannon,
which was actually a pipe,
in the air to about 4,000
feet then he appeared to
be shot out of the cannon
and floated to the ground
on a parachute. Bonette,
who was age 25 at the
time, made a second jump
later in the day from the
wing of Griffin's Curtiss-
Robin plane. A newspaper
account states that there
were 3,000 spectators. On
August 27 he performed
at the Oneonta Airport.
The Stamford Airport spon-
sored this show in 1932
and 1939 also.
The aeronautic perform-

ance was often billed as
the Bonette Brothers;
Clarence Clement “C.C.”
Bonette (1872-1947) and
Louie (1908-1969). But in
reality Clarence was Louie's
adoptive father who had
been performing since the
1890's. Clarence's wife-to-
be Minnie Wilson (1875-
1921) became wheelchair
bound after a bad landing
took place when she para-
chuted with him September
1897 in Malone, NY. Louie
was born Joseph Louis La-

pointe December 10,1908
in Keene, NH and he mar-
ried Mrs. Madge (Brasfield)
Fairbairn in 1930. I believe
Louie performed for about
10 years as his occupation
as a machinist in the 1940
Warner, NH census.
The Jefferson guy in the

photo was R. Lyle Mackey
born June 23, 1906 in
Harpersfield to Robert and
Lydia (McIllwain) Mackey
and died June 25, 1975 at
Cobleskill Community hos-
pital; burial in North Kor-
tright Cemetery. He was a
garage mechanic and be-

longed to the Jefferson
Fire Department, Rescue
Squad, Senior Citizens and
Methodist Church. At the
time of his death he had
four sisters: Mrs. Frances
Wilday, Central Birdge,
Miss Bernice Mackey, Jef-
ferson; Mrs. Elizabeth Dib-
ble, Schenectady and Mrs.
Glenda Teypand, Carlisle
and a brother Myron, Jef-
ferson.
Newspaper clipping was

a donation to the Stamford
Village Library history
room from Nancy Haynes,
Kortright historian.

wondering how it goes
Wander through the

daisies, looking for a rose.
Not finding yet what pleas-

es me, unsure at every turn
It is for a clear direction

that we sincerely yearn
Thoughts and wishes are

unclear, our mind a jumbled
mess
Which direction should

we take, which way will be
the best
Too young to know our

own mind, too old not to
choose
A choice must now be

made, our life goal we
should not lose
Life looms well before

us, our options not that
clear
A fork in the road is upon

us, which way should we
steer
Trying to figure life out,

wondering how it goes
Wandering through the

daisies, searching for a rose
Don't let fear of the un-

known, dictate which way
to go
When walking through

the dark, you could stub
your toe
But be secure within your-

self, set aside the element
of fear
Take hold of your destiny,

yes, choose your desired
career
Do whatever pleases you,

satisfaction may keep you
young
Enjoy life's little pluses,

while beating your own
drum
Boldly go where you want,

for the direction, you are
the source
Stop doubting your own

self, direct life to take your
course
Trying to figure life out,

wondering how it goes
Wandering through the

daisies, finding a beautiful
rose.

Make That Call
It was time to accept it,

they had to go
My mind was made up

and I was almost mad.
I had been milking my

cows for 40 years or so
Didn't want to give up,

just because my knees were
bad.
These bovines that I

owned I had milked twice a
day.
They weren't my family,

but they were almost.
I couldn't keep going there

was just no way
And I didn't have the lib-

erty to take time to coast
So sell them I must, if I

want to or not.
Start the ball rolling, go

make that call.
Get a time set up, you

need to reserve a slot.
I'll make it later this month,

not later this fall.
I don't want to quit, with

things going so good.
The production is high

and their health is just fine.
Just one cloud on the

horizon from where I stood.
You can't change it old

man, you are out of time.
Now a farmer can't let

his heart take the lead.
It is a business choice

that a clear head must make.
Set sentiment aside, your

emotions don't feed.
Dairying you've got to

stop so face if for peat-sake.
So they must be sold, yes,

every last cow.
They care they should

have I am not able to give.
Fix these old knees: yes,

if only I knew how.
Go make that darn call,

there is more life to live.
Every cow you have

owned you eventually sold.
But it was one at a time,

down the road they will go.
There were loaded on a

truck they away it rolled.
You just straightened your-

self and pocketed the dough.
But the last time it was

Ed Nichols, Continued from A1
different there wasn't a cow
left.
The last truck did leave,

before it was time to do
chores.
Felt like I was the victim,

of a well organized theft.
I just couldn't look in the

barn, when I closed the
doors.
Nichol's wife, Norma,

worked for the Office for
the Aging, dealing directly
with clients and did volun-
teer work after retiring, up
to within weeks of her death.
The Anniversary Date
We are remembering the

day that she went away.
To be forever at peace,

without any pain.
She didn't want to go;

she would have liked to stay,
We can only be with her

if we go down memory lane.
It's better for us if we

don't remember that day,
as the sadness in our

hearts may take away the
joy.
For the life that she lived

just giving herself away.
A unique blend she was,

like a precious alloy.
It's been a year today

without her git up and go.
She kept things moving

we truly miss her drive
How may would she have

helped there is no way to
know
To be of assistance she

seemed to forever strive
The ring of the phone, a

little help somebody needs.
Because of her experience

she gave good advice
Helped with those papers

to a good outcome it leads
She could deal with a bu-

reaucrat and come across
as nice.
So don't remember the

day she left us alone.
Remember the day she

made you feel great.
Many are the good times

we each have known.
There are so many joys

that have no date.

Country Pride Cheese Has
A New Owner

By Liz Page
HARPERSFIELD – It isn't

always easy to pass on the
torch or to carry the torch,
but Country Pride Cheese,
a popular brand of aged
cheddar cheese, sold in
blocks and cheese spreads,
continues under a new own-
er.
Marylee Hill is now car-

rying the torch lit by Dennis
and Mary Brockway of
Township. They started dis-
tributing Country Pride
Cheese nearly four decades
ago, building a strong base
of customers and being
committed to serving them.
Hill is promising to do

the same and is already en-
joying the new family busi-
ness. She was set up at the
Hobart Farmers Market last
Friday, handing out free
samples of the popular
cheese and doing well with
sales. She said the market
has a good number of ven-
dors and it is allowing her
to break into the business.
"I really want to honor

the Brockways," said Hill.
"It's a lot of responsibility."
Like the Brockways, she

is supplying the cheese
wholesale to various farm
stores, farm stands and oth-
er venues. She also has
four major shows coming
up, including the Mohawk
Valley Garlic Fest and Hud-
son Valley Garlic Fest in

New York, with one in
Burlington, VT and another
in Bennington, CT.
It keeps her connected

to the dairy industry, which
is in her background and
her husband's, Dwayne Hill,
background. Both grew up
on dairy farms. They are
also part of the Shaver-Hill
Maple, where they have
been selling Country Pride
Cheese for a number of
years in their gift shop.
With the Brockway's

needing to retire and Hill
needing a new job, the tim-
ing was perfect.
Hill is excited about the

new business, and while
she is learning all the ropes,
she wants everyone to know
she is committed to the
faithful Country Pride
Cheese customers. Along
with the two, six and 10-

year aged cheddar blocks,
there is a long list of cheese
spreads to choose from.
The horseradish spread is
the most popular, but visi-
tors to the market last Fri-
day were also enjoying the
smokey bacon and the man-
go habanero, which is sweet
"with a little kick". You will
also find port wine, garlic
and herb, swiss and almond,
hot pepper and blue cheese.
If you would like to know

more about Country Pride
Cheese,  or to order online
visit www.coun-
trypridecheese.com.
Marylee Hill, the new

owner of Country Pride
Cheese, hands out free sam-
ples last Friday at the Ho-
bart Farmers Market as
Martha Hamm looks on to
get the results. Yummm!

Town Ball & BBQ to 
Benefit Little League

The Catskill Mountain
Little League and Delaware
County Vintage Base Ball
Association are teaming
up to host a barbecue
fundraiser and a nine-
teenth-century style base-
ball game Saturday, June
18th at Archibald Field in
Stamford. The BBQ fea-
tures chicken and rib din-
ners for sale starting at
4pm and is being catered
by Cargie's of Rich-
mondville. First pitch of
the vintage baseball match
is at 6pm featuring the
Fleischmanns Mountain

Athletic Club and the Bov-
ina Dairymen - the only
teams in the United States
playing 1895 rules baseball.
The fundraiser includes a
bake sale and silent auction
featuring dozens of items
including gift certificates
from area restaurants,
farms, service providers,
as well as NY Yankee, NY
Mets and vintage baseball
memorabilia. For more in-
formation on the special
event or to donate an item
for the silent auction, please
contact Sarah Abbatine at
sabbatine34@gmail.com.

Upcoming Workshop in Treadwell
TREADWELL- Learn the

basics of building free-
standing dry-laid stone walls
at a two-day workshop in
Treadwell, NY on Saturday
& Sunday, June 25 & 26,
10 am-4 pm Students will
learn how to sort and
choose stones, use gravity
to create a stable structure,
and carve their initials in
the new wall. 
$200 per person ($180

for West Kortright Centre
members), pre-registration
required. Ages 17+. Visit
westkc.org to register. Call
(607) 278-5454 or contact
info@westkc.org with any
questions. Please note: this
is an off-site workshop in
Treadwell, not at the West
Kortright Centre in East

Meredith. Participants will
need to bring their own
lunch, gloves, heavy boots,
and a stone hammer (op-
tional). 
Instructor Pat Ryan, a

stonework professional with
over 20 years of experience,
has been building stone

walls since 1995. His
stonework can be found at
Brewery Ommegang, the
Lakeview Event Center (in
Laurens), and at numerous
private residences and re-
ligious communities. Based
in Oneonta, Pat travels the
world looking at stone ruins. 

Upcoming Performance at WKC
EAST MEREDITH -

Lokasparśa Dance Projects,
a recipient of the New York
State Council on the Arts
2022 Choreographic Com-
mission, will perform the
world premiere of its latest
work, Still/Together, on Sat-
urday, June 18, at 7:30 PM
at the West Kortright Centre
in East Meredith. This new
work, choreographed by
Artistic Director clyde forth
of Jefferson, NY, investigates
unnoticed connections, still-
ness, time, and light, incor-
porating video projection
and vocal/text elements with-
in the dance. 
This is an indoor per-

formance with limited seat-
ing; masks are encouraged.
Visit westkc.org to purchase
advance tickets, $20 ($25
day of); $15 WKC Member

($20 day of). Advance tick-
eting closes at midnight on
Friday, June 17. The KWC
is located at 49 West Kor-
tright Church Road, East
Meredith. For up-to-date in-
formation about the WKC's
2022 concerts and other
programs, visit westkc.org.
Call (607) 278-5454 or con-
tact info@westkc.org.
The ideas and images for

the movement material in
Still/Together grow from
clyde forth's experiences of
heightened attention, soli-
tude, apprehension, and
hope during the pandemic.
The work is informed by
the physics of light and the
history of light as it relates
to religion. The choreogra-
phy in Still/Together ranges
from micro-movement to
intense physicality per-

formed by six dancers: clyde
forth, Christine Bornarth,
Jennifer Lavenhar, Sharon
Penz, Isobel Seabrook, and
Glenna Yu. Still/Together
features costumes by Pamela
Martin and a soundscape
that includes Morton Feld-
man’s “Rothko Chapel”, Gy-
orgy Ligeti’s “Lux Aeturna”,
and original compositions
by Rainer Reeves-Cohen.
The video projections were
created by Leighann Kowal-
sky; vocal and text elements
were written by clyde forth.
The original lighting design
by Zack Jacobs has been
adapted by Aree Bray for
the WKC’s auditorium. 
2022 WKC arts and com-

munity programs are funded
in part by the season spon-
sorship of Catskill Country
Living, by WKC members
and donors to the 2022
Program Fund Drive, by
support of the Bert Santora
Trust, grants from the NYS
Council on the Arts with
support of Governor Hochul
and the NYS Legislature,
the A. Lindsay & Olive B.
O'Connor Foundation, and
Robinson-Broadhurst Foun-
dation.

74 Main Street
Stamford NY 12167

http://theantiqueknot.com
631-338-4996
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The Stamford Central School drum line makes their way down Main St. in the annual Stamford Flag Day Parade
BELOW: Sean Land captured the crowd with his confetti burst on the NBT Bank float.

BELOW: Roxbury Constable Stephen Williamson
escorts Sheriff Craig DuMond down Main St. as part

of the Sheriff’s Mounted Patrol

The Harpersfield Methodist Church demonstrates the spirit of the annual
Stamford Flag Day Parade.

The South Kortright Central School Band makes its way along the parade
route to shouts of praise from the crowd.

The t-ballers stole the show for the Catskill Mountain Little League as they
led a large contingent of little leaguers.

BELOW: This beauty stops for a picture during the parade.

By Liz Page
STAMFORD  – The annual Stamford Flag Day Pa-

rade drew a huge crowd Tuesday as they lined the
streets to see one of the biggest parades in the area
step off to the beat of high school bands, drum
corps, floats, horses and more.

Some attributed the large crowd to the weather.
There was no iffy prediction, and the weather was
perfect, said many.

Members of the Stamford Fire Department, which
hosts the parade are thankful to everyone who par-
ticipated, which included units from four counties.
Those who marched also enjoyed the event with
the crowd cheering for their favorite units, organi-
zations or fire departments. It was the first parade
since Covid restrictions were lifted.

Stamford businesses also did well as the crowds
enjoyed a variety fare and specials.

Stamford Flag Day Parade Draws A Big Crowd

Closing 3:00 Saturday May 14th
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Letters to the Editor
Clauverwie 

Bypass, Plan B?
At the 06/09 Town / Village

meeting for Middleburgh,
while there was still one
member of the Village board
on hand, I brought up several
thoughts relating to the by-
pass road that was going to
be constructed to allow Clau-
verwie traffic access to Main
St. during the culvert proj-
ect.
1. I have no doubt that

residents who need to get
to / from Main Street would
like to see a detailed map /
diagram with all measure-
ments, etc. so that they
would  know how to prepare
– rather than be faced with
a surprise - when this event
takes place on 06/20. This
is just common sense and
being considerate. Not to
mention a real public serv-
ice.
2. The bypass should be

put in place and thoroughly
verified for integrity, traffic
volume and access well in
advance of 06/20 to insure
that there are no unintended
surprises that would pre-
clude its use. 
3. My point, and this is

really important, is that if
the necessary due diligence
and compliance has been
done and the bypass works
and is completed on sched-
ule, everyone will be happy.
On the other hand, if there
is a glitch we will have a big
time disaster. In this event,
what is “PLAN B”. Based
on the response I had at the
meeting, my impression is
that there is no ‘PLAN B”
and closing Clauverwie is
not an option. 
This is a village (and

maybe even a NYS issue),
not a town, issue and the
relevant authority needs to
confirm that all the pieces
are in place and compliant
and come up with the an-
swers. If they can’t, they
have no business starting
the project until they do.

Ted Werner
Fulton

CRCS and CRT
We are finally past the

CRCS Board Election, I felt
it was time to first say thank
you to the support I did
have and congratulate those
elected, although a hand-
shake was most certainly
performed the night of the
17th back in May. I believe
I ran an honest campaign
promising more transparen-
cy and honesty for our
board. These are two things
I have always tried to live
my life with, and although
none of us are perfect I sit
and wonder why someone
wouldn’t want to support
such things. The only reason
I can come up with is be-
cause they just do not care
much for either or don’t
want to be bothered. A per-

son needs to ask the ques-
tion, what is being hidden
from us at our schools?
Perhaps as a society we

just don’t care, no that can-
not be it, I for sure cannot
believe that is the case for
one second. Perhaps we just
don’t know or cannot bring
ourselves to believe anything
could be wrong in our local
schools. Stop for a moment,
a life lost not too long ago,
a shooting in the village,
fights breaking out in school
parking lots, kids being bul-
lied, and parents begging
school boards and admin-
istration to take a stance
and promote change, all of
these things have something
in common, they all involve
our school age children.
I spent this past school

year attending almost all the
board meetings, I addressed
the board and I also sat qui-
etly and listened. I gained a
lot of information; I watched
the CRCS board vote and
vote and vote and never can
I recall them saying no to
anything. Is this what we
want, do we want it to always
be yes? Yes, school board,
spend money on whatever
you want, yes school boards
stand with policies that do
not align with my beliefs.  
I do want to be clear; this

is not an attack on the board
or the school for sure, we
have several fantastic board
members, we have fantastic
teachers, but we also have
those that go along to get
along. We have people who
hold the highest seats of
the teacher’s union pushing
for only certain people to
toe the line because they
know they will get the yeses
from those individuals when
they need them. 
When I was a candidate

The Union President sent
an email to the candidates,
this was unheard of based
on information I have been
given from several teachers
and board members as well.
This type of email with ques-
tions from a union president
had never been done before.
The email was asking a par-
ticular set of questions to
be answered and viewed at
first only by teachers of the
union. Why should certain
people be privileged beyond
others to be able to ask can-
didates questions? Why is
the teacher’s union more
important than the rest of
the voting public? These are
good questions and as a
taxpayer, as a voter in the
CRCS school district you
really should want to know
the answer. Don’t worry,
trust they are prepared to
give you a very believable
answer to all questions. In
this email was a website
link within 1 of the questions
asked. www.noplace-
forhate.org. Reading the
words just in the link seem
innocent enough and frankly

who couldn’t get behind
that. With all the bullying
and other issues in the school
it’s hard to believe this is a
widespread message. Our
schools have no place, no
tolerance for hate or bullying
or anything in relation to
such, if this is true then why
is there so much of it and
why is it being tolerated or
so it seems this way looking
from the outside in. I know
I can get behind the idea of
no place for hate and no
bullying 100%. 
The problem isn’t with

the name of the website,
the problem is within the
site itself. The union Presi-
dent will argue that the site
is just for a designator, so
that the school can be rec-
ognized as a no place for
hate school. The real issue
is you can easily promote
being a no place for hate
without utilizing an internet
platform riddled with Critical
Race Theory/Social Emo-
tional Learning which liter-
ally teaches hate. Frankly I
don’t see where your no
place for hate designator
stands true. If it did perhaps,
we wouldn’t be hearing
about all out-gang type fights
in the parking lot of the
school, maybe we wouldn’t
see kids posting all over so-
cial media with pictures of
themselves in school bath-
rooms holding up cash and
bragging about drug dealing
and shooting up places or
bragging about how a rival
missed them when they rang
shots through their house.
CRT at its core categorizes
white people as privileged
and oppressors whereas a
black person would be a
victim to such. Fact is our
kids do not know what
racism is till we teach them
racism, till we push it down
their throats. CRT does ex-
actly that, no matter how
subtle the learning is.
Schools all over the country
are utilizing CRT training
to further divide this country
and create an unnecessary
learning environment pro-
moting hate at its core.  
If you do not believe me

just visit the site for yourself,
you will see lesson plan after
lesson plan for ages K-12.
Lesson plans like Exploring
solutions to address racial

Mon - Fri  8 - 6   •   Sat 8 - 4   •   Sun 9 - 1
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disparity concerns, specifi-
cally students will talk about
and learn about cases like
Eric Garner and Michael
Brown. Students will re-
search, and present viable
solutions. Another interest-
ing lesson plan is what are
reparations, and should we
enact them, this lesson
teaches students about repa-
rations for slavery. How
about the lesson plan titled
Black Lives Matter: From
hashtag to movement? In
this plan, students learn
about the history of Black
Lives Matter, analyze the
controversy about using the
term “all lives matter” and
express their point of view
through opinion exercises.
We can also teach students
about Coronavirus and racial
disparities, or masks, Iden-
tity, and bias. The internet
site has so many of these
lesson plans as well as an
area called books matter
with over 800 titles on bul-
lying, diversity, and social
justice. 
To summarize, do you

know what’s really being
taught in your child’s school,
do you know what good
teachers are being mandated
to teach? Are you not upset
that it is apparent school
leadership cannot get a grip
on violence? I mean they
cannot even stop kids from
vaping in school. Their so-
lution is to limit the number
of bathrooms open between
class periods, making it
much more difficult for the
decent kids? Don’t be upset
with yourself if you don’t
know these things. There
are even some board mem-
bers that didn’t know that
the No Place for Hate site
existed or that the site was
being accessed and utilized
and what was on it. I would
be willing to bet several of
our board members don’t
realize bathrooms are shut
down or the violence that
takes place with our school
aged children. The super-
intendent even sat in Board
meetings over the past year
stating our school has no
plans or intentions to bring
CRT learning into our class-
rooms. 
Did you stop and ask why

there was such overwhelm-
ing support for a retired
teacher who has been on
the board doing the same
thing for years? How about

another person who has ran
for the board a few times
now and has been beaten
each time and who gained
double the number of votes
this time then any other
time before? What would
they want to hide? 
Folks, this is not me being

vindictive, or hurt because
I lost in an election. This is
me asking the questions,
the tough questions that I
promised to ask if elected. I
am acting on the same plat-
form I ran on and that is
total transparency and hon-

esty. I will continue to be a
voice and I will continue to
challenge the board and the
school where necessary.
Please understand, we have
some really amazing teach-
ers, we have a few great
board members, but we
have some people whose
hands are tied and are afraid
to speak up. I will never be
afraid to be a voice, we
need transparency, we need
honesty, we deserve both. 

Victor R. Taylor II
Cobleskill

Local Worship Services
Sacred Heart Church, Stamford and Saint Philip

Neri Church, Grand Gorge
Sacred Heart Church
Saturday – 4:30pm at Sacred Heart in Stamford
Sunday – 8:00am at St. Philip Neri in Grand Gorge
Thursday – 12:00pm at Sacred Heart in Stamford
Friday – 9:00am at Sacred Heart in Stamford
Reconciliation is offered:
Saturdays 3:30-4:15pm /SHC
Sundays 7:30-8:00am/SPN

First Presbyterian Church,
First Presbyterian Church, Stamford, will have Palm Sunday

(April 10) and Easter (April 17) services at 11 a.m. followed by
fellowship. All are welcome. The church is at 96 Main Street and
there is parking behind the church.
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Valley Briefs
M'burgh Village Sets 2022 Meetings

MIDDLEBURGH-The Middleburgh village board
last week set their meetings for 2022. Most meet-
ings will be on the first Monday of the month start-

ing at 7pm in the village hall on Main Street. 
The meetings are scheduled for: June 6 (joint vil-

lage & town), July 11, Aug 1, Sept 12, Oct 3 (bud-
get workshops), Nov 7 (public hearing on budget),

and Dec 5.
SCS to Hold Re-organizational Meeting
SCHOHARIE-The Schoharie school board will

hold its re-organizational meeting for the 2022-23
school year on Thursday, July 7 starting at 6pm in

the high school conference room.
At that meeting, the board will elect the board

president and vice president and make appoint-
ments and designations for the upcoming school

year.
Middleburgh Alumni Assn. to Meet in June
MIDDLEBURGH-The Middleburgh Alumni Asso-
ciation will hold its next meeting on Thursday,

June 16, at 6:30pm at the Middleburgh Public Li-
brary community room.

Dental is Back at MCS School-Based Health
Center for June

MIDDLEBURGH - Dental hygienists have re-
turned to Middleburgh Central School to offer pre-
ventative dental services to students. They are here
for June. The dental hygienist will evaluate the stu-

dent’s teeth, provide dental cleanings, fluoride
treatments, sealants and cavity arresting medica-

ment application.
If you are interested in enrolling your child in the

preventative dental services provided by the SBHC
please call the Middleburgh SBHC at 518-827-

3793.
M'burgh School Board to Hold 

Re-Organizational Meeting July 1
MIDDLEBURGH - The Middleburgh school

board will hold its annual re-organizational meet-
ing on Friday, July 1 at 4:30pm in the high school

library.
Board members will elect a board president and

vice-president at that meeting and make a number
of appointments and designations for the 2022-23

school year and also set breakfast and lunch
prices.

First Carpool Cinema Movie Saturday Night
MIDDLEBURGH - The first Carpool Cinema

movie of the summer will be shown on Saturday
starting at 8:30pm in Timothy Murphy Park right
off Route 30 in Middleburgh. The movie will be

Encanto. Admission is free.
This film is sponsored by the Middleburgh Li-

brary. Carpool Cinema is hosted by Middleburgh
Rotary.

Eagle Trail Sign to be Unveiled
MIDDLEBURGH - The Schoharie County Eagle

Trail sign at the Timothy Murphy Park in Middle-
burgh will be unveiled at 2pm on Monday.

The park is right off Route 30. June 20 is Nation-
al Eagle Day.

THE
SCHOHARIE CARNIVAL, GAS UP, GILBOAFEST PHOTOS

HONORING ISABEL SKOWFOE

Here We Are, Team Four Star

Lisa Tenneson
- Broker/Owner

William Adams - 
Licensed Real 

Estate Sales Person

Kellen Wissert - 
Licensed Real 

Estate Sales Person

Chelsea McGrath
- Office Secretary

Sharon Rarick 
- Office Bookkeeper

Cherie Rowlison - 
Office Admin

MCS Says Bye to Dunn, 
Names Interim Super

By David Avitabile
MIDDLEBURGH - Mid-

dleburgh Central School
board members said
good-bye to outgoing Su-
perintendent Brian Dunn
and named an interim su-
perintendent last week.

The school board ap-
pointed Jeffery Ziegler to
serve as interim superin-
tendent starting Friday,
July 1. He is replacing
controversial Superinten-
dent Brian Dunn who is

leaving for Pine Bush
Central School on July 1
after four years at Mid-
dleburgh. 

"Our current Superin-
tendent Brian Dunn will
continue to lead us
through this school year
to ensure a smooth tran-
sition," school board Pres-
ident Pam Standhart said.

“After interviewing Mr.
Ziegler, we were sure that
he was the best candidate
to help make a successful

trict for seven years. After
retiring as Fort Edward
superintendent in 2015,
he has served in numer-
ous interim leadership po-
sitions. Most recently Mr.
Ziegler has been the in-
terim superintendent of
schools in the district of
Fort Plain. In 2019-2020,
he served as the interim
superintendent in the Du-
anesburg Central School
District. Mr. Ziegler also
served as interim curricu-
lum director in the Lake
George and Schuylerville
school districts. 

The district is working
with the Capital Region
BOCES central adminis-
tration in conducting a
confidential search to find
a permanent replacement
to lead district operations.
Information from the

community forums and
survey is being utilized
to guide the superinten-
dent search. The board
expects to appoint the
new superintendent in the
fall.

Screening and inter-
views with superintendent
candidates will begin after
the application process
closes on Friday, June 10.
Board members are ex-
pected to review appli-
cations in executive ses-
sion on June 15.

At their June 1 board
meeting, board members
said their good-byes to
Mr. Dunn.

"I want to thank you
for your work here," Ms.
Standhart said. "You have
done very good for Mid-
dleburgh and we thank
you. We'll miss you."

organizational change in
leadership. Mr. Ziegler
has experience leading
small schools and is very
knowledgeable about Mid-
dleburgh. He seemed gen-
uinely interested in com-

ing here," Ms. Standhart
added.

Mr. Ziegler is a private
education consultant who
served as the superinten-
dent of the Fort Edward
Union Free School Dis-

Conesville Approves MTC Franchise
Hears 990V Update

By Matthew Avitabile
The Conesville Town

Board met before a packed
house of visitors for its reg-
ular meeting and public
hearing. Councilmembers
Carl Fancher and Robert
Proudman were absent.

Margaretville Telephone
Company’s Glen Faulkner
and Cambria Tallman spoke
regarding the proposed ex-
tension of the Town’s fran-
chise agreement.

Mr. Faulkner said that it’s
been ten years since the last
franchise agreement. He de-
scribed the process as a
means to work closer with
the community. In particular,
he said that MTC is inter-
ested in expanding broad-
band internet access. A
decade ago, MTC’s initial
franchise was the town’s
first and MTC requested a
15 year extension. Faulkner
said that the community
could levy a franchise fee,
which Faulkner described
as a tax. 

“It’s a process we need
to go through,” he said.
After the decision by the
Town Board, the state would
review.

Town Clerk Carrie Sutton
asked about bandwidth
speed and if any slowdowns
are caused by an influx of
new residents. Mr. Faulkner
said that is unaware of such
an issue but was open to
relaying more information.
Resident Fred Ruckel rec-
ommended using a VPN.

Regarding the topic of a
franchise fee, Supervisor
Bill Federice said that other
towns have discussed
whether Conesville should
charge such a fee. Federice
stated that he would oppose
such a fee, since it is ulti-

mately paid for by residents.
There were no further

public comments, after
which the hearing was
closed. All three members
present voted to accept the
15 year extension of MTC’s
franchise agreement.

Resident Fred Ruckel re-
quested privilege of the floor
to discuss the use of the
town park. In particular, he
stated that it was a public
state that allows an “even
place” for multiple purposes,
including candidates for pub-
lic office to “call people to-
gether.”

“That could give someone
a predisposition on some-
one,” he said. “It allows an
even playing field.”

In addition, Ruckel stated
that the proposed resolution
allows for cigarette smoking,
but not alcohol or cannabis.
He cited a state rule that re-
quires such use as uniform-
- yes or no. Supervisor Fed-
erice stated that the proposal
came after discussing the
topic with several people.
He then stated that there is
a revised version for con-
sideration.

Assessor Marie Stuber’s
report was read by Town
Clerk Carrie Sutton. The
Assessor wrote that she is
working with several other
officials, including retired
assessor Mark Los, to work
on the required 2023 prop-
erty re-evaluation. Supervisor
Federice stated that this
process would start this
summer and asked the
Board for approval support-
ing the re-evaluation. Coun-
cilman Kelly Smith made
the motion to support.

In the Code Enforcement
report, CEO Richard Erwin
stated that there are 42 open

permits, and there have been
two orders to remedy and
one stop work order-- stating
that this year is likely to be
busier than last year.

Town Clerk Carrie Sutton
reported that there were
three dog licenses, four sew-
er district payments, and
five water district payments
in the past month. Town
Tax Collector Diane Williams
reported that there are 142
current unpaid tax bills.

The Town Clerk then read
the wastewater report sub-
mitted by Chief Operator
Travis Castle. The current
pump rebuild is complete.

Supervisor Bill Federice
fielded a question about the
paving of Route 990V. He
stated that the NYS Depart-
ment of Transportation al-
lowed the Town to complete
or contract one and a quarter
miles for work, which would
then be resurfaced later. The
Supervisor stated that almost
half of the asphalt was un-
acceptable-- which the state
required to mill and resur-
face. In particular, the Su-
pervisor said that the previ-
ous work did not feather,
leading to a significant gap
between driveways and the
road.

The Supervisor stated that
the Town required the re-
pairs and would not accept
anything except for a com-
plete repair of the road.

Town Historian Kim
Young gave an update on
the repair of cemetery
stones. “So far everyone’s
excited that’s happening,”
she said. In addition, she
noted that the Historical So-
ciety met prior to the Town
meeting and will be applying
for non-profit status.

Town Highway Superin-

tendent Bill Amend spoke
about plans to pave South
Mountain Road in August,
though this could be pushed
back further. Furthermore,
he stated that the Town par-
tially hot-patched Durham
and South Mountain Road.
He added that puddles on
other roads were repaired
by cold-patch. A new cross-
culvert was installed at Davis
and South Mountain Roads. 

The Superintendent also
added that he felt supported
by the Town Board. “Any
time I need help with some-
thing, I get the help I need,”
he said. Following this, he
stated that one of the top
operators on the town crew
recently placed his two
weeks’ notice due to pay
rate. While the department
has the best crew “in ten
years,” the crew is losing
three members. The needed
pay could be covered by in-
house work done by the
crew, he said. “The rate of
pay for the road crew is un-
sustainable,” he stated. 

Supervisor Federice stated
that the Town instituted a
$5 per hour incentive for
employees that stay for a
year. To increase another
$5 per hour, he said, would
represent about a 30% in-
crease.

“It’s unfortunate,” he said.
“I think we’re on a good
course,” but added that plac-
ing a sharp increase in pay
would be “not sustainable
for a small town like us,” he
said.

The Supervisor brought
up possible solutions, in-
cluding the longevity bonus.
He added that it could be
“tweaked” for next year.
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Obituaries
Arthur Merklen

Central Bridge
(Schoharie County):
Arthur A. Merklen, Sr. 81,
of Grosvenor’s Corners
Road passed away peace-
fully, surrounded by his
family on Monday, June
6th at the Cobleskill Re-
gional Hospital.
Art was born July 13,

1940 in Queens, NY, a
son of Alfred and Mar-
garet (Graff) Merklen.  Art
lived in Schoharie County
for most of his  life after
his family relocated here.
Immediately, dairy farm-
ing became a passion.
From his father’s farm
and then onto his own,
he raised his family with
a hard work ethic and
with a fun, loving nature.

From throwing hay to
chopping wood to swim-
ming in the creek with a
campfire, his heart was
in everything he did.  He
made farm life, family
life.  We will miss him
playing Santa and com-
plaining about all the pres-
ents to pass around to
his grandkids.  Dad was
an avid baseball player.
And, of course now, the
Yankees have a winning
season!
Art graduated from

Schoharie High School
and joined the National
Guard.  Shortly after, he
met the woman he would
spend the next 60 years
with, Lorraine C.
(Fontaine) Merklen.  To-
gether they raised 5 chil-
dren; Penny Mulder (Bri-
an), Wendy Merklen,
Arthur A. Merklen, Jr.
(Barbara), Terry McCoy
(Chris) and Amy Merklen
(Joe).  He is further sur-
vived by those who called
him “Gramps”, “Grampie”,
and “Grandpa”, Victor

(Kim), Cassidy, Tristan,
Hannah, Ethan, Anna,
Lyndsey and Lily.  Also,
he is survived by his sister,
Christine (Denny), a niece
and many cousins.  
He was the best hus-

band and dad anyone
could ever want or wish
for.  We are all so lucky
to have had him for so
long.  He has given us
more than he will ever
know.  He was a good,
good man.  We love you
and miss you, dearly.  
At Art’s request, there

will be no formal services.
In lieu of flowers, please
consider memorial con-
tributions to Schoharie
Valley FFA, PO Box 430,
Schoharie, NY 12157.
The Langan Funeral

Home of Schoharie along
with the Robert A. Guffin
Funeral Home of
Cobleskill are assisting
the Merklen’s.   Please
visit www.langanfuneral-
home.com to leave a spe-
cial message for Art’s fam-
ily.

Nancy Diamond
Schoharie: Nancy L. Di-

amond 80, of Sunnyside
Road Schoharie, NY
passed away peacefully on
Sunday, June 12th at her
home under the loving
care of family and hos-
pice.
Nancy was born October

1, 1941 in Schoharie, NY
a daughter of Howard and
Virginia (VanNostrand)
Borst.  She graduated from
Schoharie High School and
would later marry Victor
“Mike” Diamond.  She de-
voted her life to making a
comfortable home for her
husband and 2 son’s in
Schoharie and enjoyed

playing BINGO, painting,
attending garage sales, and
spending time with her
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.
Survivors include her

sons; Michael J. Diamond
of Schoharie and Andy L.
(Veronica) Diamond of
Cobleskill, 4 grandchil-
dren; Michael C. Diamond,
Kristin M. Diamond, An-
drew C. Diamond and Re-
becca (Andrew) Largeteau,
3 great-grandchildren; Mia,
Alexandria and Ryker
along with her brother,
Ernest (Louella) Borst of
Gilboa and her nieces and
nephews.  She was prede-

ceased by her husband,
“Mike” in 2014 and her
brother Howard “John”
Borst last year.
There will be no formal

service.  Memorial contri-
butions may be made in
memory of Nancy to He-
lios Care, 297 River St.
Service Road, Oneonta,
NY 13820.  The Langan
Funeral Home of
Schoharie along with the
Robert A. Guffin Funeral
Home of Cobleskill are as-
sisting the Diamond’s.
Please visit www.langan-
funeralhome.com to leave
a special message for Nan-
cy’s family.

Conesville Town Board, Cont. from B1
Councilman Smith stated
that even with the incentive,
an employee recently got
an offer of higher pay. “It’s
not just dollars and cents,”
he said. “I would be opposed
to jumping and just offering
that bonus in their salary,”
he said. He added that the
bonus was $10,000 above
the union contract and will
be a topic when there are
new negotiations.
“Dammit, live up to your

obligations,” he said.
Supervisor Federice stated

that the Town “stepped up
generously,” he said, citing
the longevity incentive.
“I never believed that

throwing money to people”
was a solution “to a labor
problem,” said Smith.
“We just can’t compete

with private business,” said
Federice.
In his County report, Su-

pervisor Federice spoke
about the distribution of
sales tax. The distribution
was initially based on prop-
erty value assessment. In
2020, the Town received
$29,733 from the County’s
sales tax share. With the
adjustment now based on
population and assessment,
the Town is set to receive
an additional $12,372 next
year.
Regarding the County real

property auction, 2022 was
“the most lucrative auction
we’ve ever had.” The Su-
pervisor stated the prediction
of bringing in $500,000. In-
stead, the County brought
in $1.5 million. A lot of the
buyers, he said, were from
out of the area.
“Unheard of,” he said.
Four properties in

Conesville were the high-
est-grossing ones in the en-
tire auction. The Town also
negotiated the deed to the
former Couchman House,
which will be a future Town

Hall and headquarters of
the Conesville Historical So-
ciety.
In the Supervisor’s finan-

cial report, the community
has over $900,000 in its
current fund balance as
compared to the Town’s $1
million budget. The Town
will be using $19,000 from
the Coronavirus ARPA fund-
ing to complete the purchase
of the Couchman House.
Later in the meeting, the
Supervisor stated that he
would be signing the deed
to the property. The Town
will need an engineer’s re-
port. While the house will
require significant work, the
Town would be able to pur-
sue such repairs. He also
spoke to a representative
from the Mohawk Valley
Economic Development Dis-
trict about potential grants.
The Supervisor stated that

last year, the Town received
a one-year Bond Anticipation
Note to purchase a loader
at 0.6% interest. The BAN
is up for renewal in July,
though he stated that interest
rates have increased marked-
ly, up to 2.25% currently
and will likely be higher dur-
ing the Board’s next meeting
on July 11th. He asked the
Town Board members for
authorization to sign an ex-
tension at a rate 3% or lower.
This was approved by the
Board.
Referencing an earlier dis-

cussion, the Town Board
discussed a proposed reso-
lution regarding use of the
Town Park. Included in the
resolution were rules in-
cluding use from dawn to
dusk, against littering,
against smoking, against
political activities at the park,
against the use of vehicles
within the park, and asks
for parents to supervise their
children while playing. The
Town requests that private
and commercial events be

requested through the Town
Clerk to avoid scheduling
conflicts.
Code Enforcer Richard

Irwin asked if the rules were
“enforceable.” At present,
the Supervisor stated that
there is no enforcement
mechanism, but that there
should hopefully be coop-
eration from the public. After
a roll call vote, the resolution
was accepted by the three
councilmembers present.
The Supervisor stated that

the Town recently contracted
for painting of the Town
Hall.  The walls have been
completed, and the floor
will soon be surfaced by
epoxy. Next will be a request
for bids for a new heating
system and replacing the
exterior doors with new dig-
ital locks. Much of the cost
will be covered by grants.
Nick Cudemo will be or-

ganizing a town-sponsored
youth baseball league. The
Town has not had such a
league in two years due to
the pandemic. The Town
Board approved this motion
unanimously.
The Town set a date for a

town-wide tire day on Sat-
urday, July 9th. This was
approved by the Board.

All About Racing
By Ed & Betty Biittig
We did not get to the

races at Fonda on Saturday,
we attended our grand-
daughter’s recital at Proc-
tor’s but we always know
we can depend on reports
from Fonda.  
Saturday evening was

Bill Lake Modular Homes,
fan appreciation night at
Fonda Speedway, $5.00
general grandstand admis-
sion, a meet and greet with
drivers and some great
racing for all.    
For Craig Hanson it was

his second victory of the
season and it was on his
sponsor’s night, making it
that much sweeter.  “This
win is awesome,” Hanson
said after the victory.
“We’ve struggled because
we had a good car and a
decent motor but now,
we’ve got the same car
with the same motor as
everyone else is running
and it shows.”
Other winners on Bill

Lake Modular Homes
Night were Nick Stone,
Pro Stocks, Kyle Dingman
Limited Sportsman, Ken
Hollenback, Four Cylinder
SOHC, and John Napoli,
Four Cylinder DOHC.
Mortensen’s win in the

602 Sportsman tied him
on the all time win list in
the division with Rocky
Warner, with 25.  Alton
Palmer still holds the over-
all Sportsman win record
with 56.
The New York State

Stock Car Association also
gave out their annual safety
awards, $75 to the first
NYSSCA member across
the line and $50 to the
second member.  Winners
included Craig Hanson $75
and JaMike Sowle $50,
Modified, Mark Mortensen
$75 and Payton Talbot
$50, Crate 602 Sportsman,
Nick Stone $75 and Kenny
Gates $50 (Algonkin Motel
Pro Stock), Kyle Dingman
$75 and Ryan Sweet $50,
Limited Sportsman, Ken
Hollenback $75 and Len
St. Andrews $50, single
cam, John Napoli $75 and
Kerrie Hollenback $50,
dual cam, Four Cylinders.
Also in competition were

the Mohawk Valley Vintage
Dirt Modified Series
(MVVDMS) with the win-
ners including Randy De-
laney (MVVDMS Modi-
fied), Dan Colvin
(MVVDMS Sportsman),
Curtis Condon (MVVDMS
Late Model), Carl Cram
(MVVDMS Mystique), and
Jimmy Fugel (MVVDMS
Antique).
Prior to opening cere-

monies NYSSCA handed
out special awards.  Rocky
Warner and Ronnie John-
son received the 2021
NYSSCA Outstanding Per-
formance Award as the
first ever Modified division
co-champions in the 70-
year history of the Fonda
Speedway.  Also winning
a 2021 NYSSCA Outstand-
ing Performance Award
was Jessica Friesen for
her win on July 10, 2021,
and being the first woman
to ever win at Modified
feature at the track.  

Above: Cliff Haslun of Sprakers was presented
with the Dedication to Racing award from the
N.Y.S.S.C.A. on Saturday at Fonda.  Track photo
Below: Ron Proctor of Clifton Park, celebrated his
birthday on Thursday and his first win since

2011at Albany-Saratoga with his wife on Friday
night

NYSSCA handed out two
2021 Dedication to Racing
Awards to Craig Hanson
and Cliff Haslun. Hanson
not only runs the family
business Hanson Paving
but also runs the grader
and does track prep at
Fonda during the week
and on race nights, races
his self-owned Hanson
Paving sponsored #20C
Modified, and assists as a
Short Track Super Series
Official when time allows.
Hanson has a career total
of eight Modified wins at
Fonda, the first one coming
on 7/30/2005 and his most
recent on Saturday night.
Whether it was in his

self-owned #13 Street
Stock or the Dennis Joslin
owned Pro Stock car back
in 2021, Cliff Haslun has
always been a driver who
does what he can with
what he has. Making a lot
of parts for the race car
himself and getting to the
track in any way possible,
making him a great can-
didate for the NYSSCA
Dedication to Racing
Award. Haslun has a total
of five Street Stock victo-
ries at Fonda.

Winners at Albany-
Saratoga on Friday were
Keith Flach, Modifieds;
Ron Proctor, 602 Sports-
man; Chad Jeseo, Pro
Stocks, Mike Parodi, Lim-
ited Sportsman; Jimmy
Duncan, Street Stock; Will
Hull, DMA USAC Midgets. 
The win for Proctor

came just one day after
he celebrated his 69th
birthday and was his first
win at the track since
2011.  The Modified win
for Flach was his fifth ca-
reer Modified win at the
Malta oval.  
At Utica-Rome on Friday,

winners were Billy Decker,
Modified; Payton Talbot,
602 Sportsman; Beau Bal-
lard, Pro Stocks; Alex
Hughes, Limited Sports-
man; Scott Sprague, All-
Star Slingshots;  Blake
Banek, Corey Valade, Four
Cylinders.  
The win for Billy Decker

was his first at the track
since June 24, 2015, giving
him seven at the Vernon,
NY oval.  
Until next week please

send all news and/or com-
ments to
biittig@yahoo.com



June 17, 2022  |  The Mountain Eagle

Library News

Your Library News is Brought to You By:

Middleburgh Library
6/18 - 8:30 PM - Carpool
Cinema - Timothy Mur-
phy Park, Middleburgh.
Sponsored by the Mid-
dleburgh Library.
Free entry.
6/20 - 6:00 PM - Library
Board of Trustees Meet-
ing.  The public is wel-
come.
6/22 - 1:00-4:00 PM -
Mahjong is back at the
Middleburgh Library.
Come and join the
group.  If you don't know
how to play and want to
learn, the group will help
you.
6/24 - 5:30 PM - Dinner
& A Movie - (PG-13)
Dinner & a Movie is
Back!  Join us for a fun
night of friends and
food.  The library will
supply pizza and drinks
and you bring a dessert
or snack to share.  We
will be watching the crit-
ically acclaimed film,
Belfast.
Belfast, 15 August 1969.
Surrounded by sporadic
violence and growing
danger, nine-year-old
Buddy finds himself con-
fronted with the ugly re-
ality of sectarian
conflict. And, as the suf-
focating stranglehold of
increasing turmoil tight-
ens around his once-
peaceful working-class
neighborhood, Buddy
tries his best to under-
stand The Troubles--
after all, someone must
be responsible for forc-
ing people to flee their
homes. Now, Buddy's

family must come face to
face with a nearly impos-
sible, life-altering deci-
sion: stay or start
packing?  
Registration is required
and space is limited.
Please check our calen-
dar on our website at
www.middleburghl i -
brary.info for future pro-
grams.  Also, don't forget
our Facebook page.
Cobleskill Library
Wednesdays weekly Sto-

ryTime in the Library at
10:30 with Miss. Courtney.
Story Time is for children
ages birth to 5 and their
caregiver featuring stories,
songs and fun activities. 
Thursday, June 16 at

4:30 Young Adult Booktalk.
This new monthly program
will introduce new and
noteworthy YA books and
provide a chance for teen
readers to share their per-
sonal favorites and get new
recommendations. Since
June is Pride Month, our
first session will highlight
LGBTQ+ fiction. 
June 18th through June

26th early voting will take
place in the Library Pro-
gram Room. Early voting
hours are Saturday, Sunday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day 9-5 and Monday and
Wednesday 12-8. During
early voting the Library
hours will remain Tuesday
10-8pm, Wednesday 10-
5pm, Thursday 10-8pm,
Friday 10-5pm and Satur-
day 10-1pm. 
Tuesday, June 21 at 6pm

new adult gaming group
meeting every third Tues-

day. Adult Gamers inter-
ested in role-playing games
and board games are in-
vited to gather at the li-
brary for fun and games
with other game fans. 
Thursday, June 23 at

1pm Tech Savvy online
program. Join us for tips
& tricks in Excel and
Google Sheets. Beginner
and intermediate tips will
be shared. Register:
https://bit.ly/ExcelTip-
sTricks6-23 
Tuesday, June 28 at 6pm

Nature Writing and Cre-
ative Non-Fiction with spe-
cial guest Abbie Gascho
Landis. Ms. Landis a vet-
erinarian and author of
the book Immersion: The
Science and Mystery of
Freshwater Mussels, will
present a workshop on
writing creative nonfiction
with special attention to
the art and craft of nature
writing. 
Thursday, June 30 at

6:30 Trivia Night@ the Li-
brary! Gather your
smartest, most fun friends
and form a team for Trivia
Night at The Community
Library. Quizmaster Don
LaPlant will be serving up
trivia in a range of cate-
gories including books,
movies, music, history, sci-
ence, geography, and pret-
ty much anything else you
can learn about in the li-
brary. Bragging rights (and
modest prizes) are at stake.
Sign up online or call to
reserve your table. 
Tuesdays join your

neighbors and make new
friends during the Tuesday
Knitters group! You can
find them on the front
lawn at 1pm until 3pm.
Bring your own supplies

and learn something new
while you chat, listen or
just get in your zone. 
Reminder as you plan

trips the Library has mu-
seum passes you can check
out with your library card.
Each pass has specific ac-
cess and one pass can be
checked out for 7 days
but they can’t be used for
special events at these lo-
cations. Please check each
location for specific re-
quirements prior to visit-
ing. 

Schoharie Library 
5 1 8 - 2 9 5 - 7 1 2 7

www.schoharielibrary.org 
Schoharie Library

Hours: MTF 11am-6pm,
Wed. 5-8pm, Thurs. 12pm-
7pm, and Sat. 10am-2pm
Quilts in Bloom: June

8-July 6. Quilts made by
the Schoharie Valley Piece-
makers and other local
quilters are on display in
the library.
UFO Club online: Thurs-

day, June 16, 10am. Work
on projects and chat.
S i g n u p :
https://bit.ly/SchoharieLi-
braryPrograms
Teen Thursday@YourLi-

brary: Thursdays, 5-7pm.
Share book & reading rec-
ommendations, play
games, craft your own
projects, more!                     
Storytime with Miss

Yvonne: Fridays at 10am.
Stories, songs, fun activi-
ties!  
Writing Club (Virtual):

Mondays at
6:30pm.https://bit.ly/Schoh
arieLibraryPrograms
Knitcetera at the Li-

brary: Tuesday, June 21,
10:30am-noon. Quilt, em-
broider, knit, crochet - any-
thing goes!

Celebrate Summer Read-
ing with The Rubber Band:
Tuesday, June 21, 6:30-
8:30pm. Enjoy great Cajun
music, games, books, ice
cream sundaes, and sum-
mer reading signups. All
ages are welcome! This
project is made possible
with funds from the Restart
NY Regrants, a regrant
program of the New York
State Council on the Arts
with the support of the
Office of the Governor and
the NY State Legislature
and administered in
Schoharie County by CRE-
ATE Council on the Arts.
Tech Savvy: Tips &

Tricks in Excel and Google
Sheets*:Thursday, June 23,
1:00-2:00 pm
Beginner and interme-

diate topics will be cov-
ered. Join on Zoom or at
the Schoharie Library.
Registration Link:

https://bit.ly/ExcelTip-
sTricks6-23
*This project is support-

ed by funds from the New
York State Library’s Adult
Literacy Library Services
Program.
Discovery Tuesday:

Pond Exploration: June
28, 10am. Learn about
aquatic invertebrates with
George Steele, and search

through water samples to
find and observe small
creatures close up. No reg-
istration is necessary.
Dive Deeper Thursday:

June 30, 3-5pm. Ages 10
and up.
Respect for All:

LGBTQ+: Thursday, June
30, 6:30pm on Zoom or
at the library. Join our pre-
senters to learn more
about what LGBTQ+
stands for, as well as how
to support your LGBTQ+
friends, families and col-
leagues. They will share
practical tips on how to
interact respectfully with
someone who is part of
the LGBTQ+ community
as well as offer resources
for further learning and
connection to community.
Click here to sign up:
https://bit.ly/RespectL-
GBTQ6-30-22 

Rensselaerville 
Library 
Rensselaerville Library

is changing its
hours of operation to add
evening hours on Tues,
Weds,  and Thurs. The
new hours are:
Tues and Thurs  from 10-
1 and 3-7, Weds from 10-
1 and 3-6pm, Fri and Sat
from 10-2,
Sun and Mon: closed.  

BOCES Announces 
Program Awards

SCHOHARIE — Eighty-
seven Capital Region BO-
CES Career and Technical
School students from the
Schoharie Campus were
honored for their excellence
in programs preparing them
for future careers in profes-
sions ranging from nursing
to network technician.
With parents,guardians,

family members, friends,
faculty and staff watching,
the program completers
were honored during a 90-
minute ceremony on June
3 at Cobleskill-Richmondville
High School.
Below is a list of award

recipients for their respective
programs. A list of scholar-
ship winners was previously
announced.
Automotive Technology
· Outstanding Student -

Zachary Hines, Cobleskill-
Richmondville (CRCS)
· Highest Average -

Michael Schofell, Middle-
burgh                                     
Construction/Heavy

Equipment                              
· Outstanding Student -

Remington Lawyer,
Schoharie
· Growth in Achievement

- James Bushnell, III, Berne-
Knox-Westerlo (BKW)

Evan Kuhne of Duanesburgh receives the Out-
standing Student Award, Electrical Trades.

· Growth in Achievement
- Michael Terrell, Middle-
burgh
Cosmetology: 
· Outstanding Student -

Kaitlyn Webb, CRCS
· Growth in Achievement

- Ashley Young, Schoharie
·  Highest Average - Ellise

Hunt, Middleburgh
Criminal Justice
· Outstanding Student -

Sharaya VanWormer, CRCS
· Growth in Achievement

- Chloe-Jean Thomas, Mid-
dleburgh
· Highest Average - Ashley

Fahd, BKW
Culinary Arts                                      
· Outstanding Student -

Ciara Savel, Schoharie

· Growth in Achievement
- Mariah Kelley, Schoharie
·  Highest Average - Cyn-

thia Viscosi, CRCS
Electrical Trades
· Outstanding Student -

Evan Kuhne, Duanesburg
· Growth in Achievement

- Kyle Salisburg, Duanes-
burg
· Highest Average - Lucas

Mahar, CRCS 
Two-Year Sequence of

Health Careers                             
· Outstanding Student -

Emily Porter, Middleburgh
· Growth in Achievement

- Britney Beisly, Schoharie 
·  Highest Average - Ce-

leste Neach, Schoharie   

Schoharie Chapter DAR Names
Cater-Smith Good Citizen for 2022

SUNY Albany and work
in the mental health field.
Her patience, dedication,
and compassion for oth-
ers will make her a won-
derful asset to the field.

Costs Rising but MCS Hopes to
Keep Lunch Prices Stable

By David Avitabile
MIDDLEBURGH - Sky-

rocketing inflation is in-
creasing prices every-
where, and school food
service prices are no ex-
ception.
Recently, the cost of

plasticware, gloves, trays
and many other items, in-
cluding food, are going
up quickly and :"astro-
nomically," MCS business
administrator Francis Riel-
ly told school board mem-
bers at their June 1 meet-
ing.
The student breakfast

and lunch prices are set
at the board's re-organi-
zational meeting, this year
set for July 1. Mr. Rielly
said that despite the in-
creases in costs, that the
district will be able to keep
prices flat for the 2022-
23 school year.
It is important to set

the prices soon, as many
families have to save for
the meals, noted board
member Vicki Hoerz. She
also says it is important
to set it soon since stu-
dents have not had to pay
for two meals. 
He noted that after more

than two years, free meals
for students will be needed
as of June 30. Districts
will return to the days be-
fore the pandemic and will
be asking parents to sign
their  children up for free
and reduced lunches. This
is an important number
for the district since it de-
termines aid and many
different revenues.

*   *   *
In other action, board

members:
* Approved the follow-

ing budget transfers due
to increased costs: elec-
tricity costs, $17,975 and

fuel oil cost, $18,000. The
board also allowed
$42,234 for the purchase
of a new tractor.
* Rescinded the appoint-

ment Jennifer Bellen as
summer school coordina-
tor that was made in
March. The board named
elementary school Princi-
pal Amy Irwin and high
school Principal Matt
Sloane as co-summer
school coordinators at a
stipend of $3,500 each.
* Created two adminis-

trative stipend positions
for duties formerly per-
formed by the director of
curriculum and assess-
ment for Ms. Irwin and
Mr. Sloane in the amount
of $8,000 for the 2022-
23 school year.
* Went into executive

session to discuss specific
personnel and contract
negotiations.

SCS Signs College Athletes
much time they put into
their sport, how they man-
age school and practice,
and their plans for college.
“I got courage from the

people around me and many
times I wanted to quit, but
those people didn’t let me,”
said Mr. Rehberg when an-
swering a question about
finding the bravery to follow
his dreams. 
The rest of the answers

from the athletes followed
the same core principles of
dedication, teamwork, and
a burning desire to con-
stantly improve, showing
just how much sports as a
whole has shaped their per-
sonalities and beliefs. It was
these ideals that Mr. Barton
hoped to instill within the
attending sixth graders.

John Fisher for soccer.
The district has sent a

handful of students to col-
lege-level sports before, and
it was clear that Athletic
Director Shane Barton
couldn’t be more proud of
sending more. 
“It’s really impressive that

we have so many kids in
the graduating class playing
at the college level,” Mr.
Barton said. “I’m so proud
of them and the tremendous
amount of effort that they
put in.”
During the signing, Mr.

Barton invited a host of
sixth graders to come and
watch to inspire any aspiring
athletes among them. While
they were present, they were
able to ask the seniors dif-
ferent questions about how

By Joshua Walther
SCHOHARIE - On Mon-

day afternoon, Schoharie
Central School (SCS) held
an athletic signing event in
the gymnasium lobby for
seven of their graduating
seniors. All of the students
were able to sign to different
colleges for a variety of
sports.
The athletes that were

signed were Scarlett Rose
to SUNY Albany for track
and cross country, Kim
Olsen and Jessica Meade
to SUNY Cobleskill for soft-
ball and basketball respec-
tively, Jeremy Rehberg to
Oneonta for wrestling, Mad-
dy Bland to Herkimer for
softball, Quin Barton to
Keene State for baseball,
and Abby Fayneni to St.

Misha Cater-Smith has
received the Schoharie
Chapter NSDAR’s Good
Citizen award for 2022
at Schoharie Central
School. Misha has ex-
celled in Schoharie’s peer

tutoring and mentoring
program, as well as learn-
ing to communicate and
collaborate with teachers
and students during the
pandemic. Misha plans
to study psychology at



The Mountain Eagle |  June 17, 2022

Community Calendar (Including Cancellations)
Free Story Times each Tuesday at The Book Nook, 645 Main St.,
Hobart. 2:30 p.m. for toddlers 18 months to 3 years and 4 p.m. for

ages 4 and older.

Open Arms Recovery Resource Center
289 Main Street Schoharie. Tuesday and Thursday 8- 4 . open ac-

cess, no appointments necessary . Addiction treatment and recovery
information available . Certified Recovery Coaches on site.

If you have a loved one suffering from a substance use disorder , ad-
diction or looking for a recovery program, please stop in or call Tom

@ 518-605-3867.
NEW!!! All Recovery Meetings Tuesday from 5 - 6 and Thursday

from 2 - 3 . Meetingsare open to anyone in recovery or family mem-
bers.

FRIENDS OF MUSIC : 2022 Season 
**RESERVATIONS REQUIRED** 

Concerts are on Sundays at 3:00 PM in the Stamford United Meth
June 17

Live at Landis Full Moon Music Series, Landis Arboretum, 7:00 PM-
10:00 PM
June 18

Charlottville Fire Dept Buffet Dinner, 5 p.m. until sold out.
Menu: roast pork, broccoli alfredo, mashed potatoes, gravy,

stuffing, vegetable, salad, and dessert and bevarages. 
$12 adult dinner, $6 12 and under, free under 5. 50/50 draw-

ing. 
June 19 

FRIENDS OF  MUSIC :Tesla Quartet & David Kaplan, piano 
June 23

Pinning ceremony for Schoharie County Veterans Thursday June
23rd starting at 130 pm. It will be held at the Tater Barn in Central
Bridge. There should be over 50 Veterans or widows of veterans
who served during the Vietnam War era from 11/1 1955 thru

5/15/1975.
June 25

How to Use a Map & Compass, Landis Arboretum, 2:00 PM - 3:00
PM

July 9
JEFFERSON HERITAGE DAY  Saturday, July 9th   9 am-10 pm at the
Jefferson Town Green (Rt. 10 to Main Street)  Performances, food,
crafters, games and events you don’t want to miss.  Something for

all ages.    Visit our Facebook page:  Jefferson Heritage Day
July 17 

FRIENDS OF MUSIC :Juilliard Jazz Ensemble 
July 20th

Princetown Seniors host July 20, 2022  trip to Seneca Lake for 2 hour
cruise with lunch choices. Call Cora Forslund for info at

518-702-4301
July 23

Ellen Stewart will be giving a talk on her new book, Elephants: Up
Close and Personal Saturday July 23rd at 5pm at the Windham Com-

munity Center in coordination with Briars and Brambles Books.
August 18

Sportsman dinner at the Prattsville Firehouse, 47 Fire House Dr.
Prattsville NY 12468. Guest speaker founder of Limitless Outdoors
Justin Gibbins. $15 for Brook’s chicken dinner (includes speaker

and entrance for door prizes) – dinner at 6:30, speaker at 7. Takeout
available 5:30 p.m. - $10 dinner only, $6 chicken halves only. For tick-
ets call or text Jane Lane 518-299-3551 or Daniel Lane at 305-401-

1674. Please reserve ahead, only 350 tickets available. 
August 21 

FRIENDS OF MUSIC :Jiji, guitar & Danbi Um, violin 
September 18 

FRIENDS OF MUSIC : Gloriosa Trio 
October 16 

FRIENDS OF MUSIC : Jordan Bak, viola & Ji Yung Lee,
piano 

November 20 
FRIENDS OF MUSIC : Neave Trio 

December 4 
FRIENDS OF MUSIC : Free Holiday Concert Zēlos Saxo-

phone Quartet 

with this $600 off coupon
Regular price: $3,999. Offer good for 2 weeks from video consult.
New consultations only. email: schohariedmdappt@gmail.com to

schedule a video consult

Special
$3,399

Extraction
Special

$129
Limited time only. Call for details. *Self pay patients only.

Coupon

Lady Knights Finish Perfect 

The Middleburgh Central School Lady Knights modified softball team fin-
ished a perfect 10-0 for the 2022 season. Pictured from left-to-right, front
row: Delilah Shultes, Natalie Ulman, Lily Corbet; second row: Brooke De-
vlin, Haylee Dugan, Stella Ioannou, Lindsey Mickle; third row: Brianna

Simmons, Camryn DeLeat, Payton Yung, Vera Shaul, Ellie Shaul, and Cap-
tain Brianna Devlin. Missing from picture were Captain RaeAnna Ward
and Cayden Danielsen. Rebecca Stanton-Terk and Mark Slater were this

year’s coaches. Photo courtesy of Ms. Stanton-Terk

Work Starts on 
M'burgh Detour

By David Avitabile
MIDDLEBURGH - Work

has started on the Gorge
Creek project detour in
Middleburgh.
Construction crews have

already dropped off equip-
ment and started on the
detour that will direct driv-
ers into the entrance of
the elementary school and
then over a temporary
road to an exit onto Clau-
verwie Road on the south
end. On the north end,
the detour begins at the
Coons house on Clauver-
wie Road and goes to the
Elementary School and
comes out on upper Main
Street.
The large culvert under

Main Street and Wells Av-
enue will be replaced and
the work will begin at the
lowest point and finish at
the highest, Mayor Trish
Bergan said last week.
It is hoped that Main

Street and Clauverwie will
remain open through most
of the summer and the
temporary detour will only
be needed in late August
or early September, offi-
cials said. The project is
slated to be done before
school starts in the fall.
Officials did add, "As

with all construction proj-
ects, the schedule may
need to be tweaked due
to weather and supply de-
lays."
The detour will not be

open to all traffic, officials
said.
Agricultural vehicles, if

they fit, will be allowed,
along with emergency ve-
hicles, and passenger ve-
hicles, Mayor Bergan said.
Large trucks will not be
allowed on the detour.
The initial plan was to

close only one lane of Clau-
verwie to allow crews to
install the new culvert. The
state Department of Trans-
portation felt there was
not a sufficient margin of
safety with that detour due
to a lack of space for heavy
equipment operation and

Work begins on the Clauverwie Road detour for
the Gorge Creek Culvert Project in the Village of

Middleburgh. Photo by Bob Roney.

traffic at the same time.
After that option was

scuttled, the village pro-
posed buying a large piece
of property, the former
Coons property, but the
appraised value was less
than the asking price. In
the end, an temporary ac-
cess agreement was ap-
proved last fall allowing
the construction of the
detour and negating the
need to close down Clau-
verwie totaling during the
work.
The culvert replacement

is part of the second phase
of the Gorge Creek proj-
ect.
With the school's ap-

proval, the work started a
little earlier than expect-
ed.
The project will begin

by the Rozumalski house
on Clauverwie and work
its way toward the inter-
section of Main Street and
Wells Avenue so Main
Street can be used most
of the time, according to

Mayor Bergan.
In the end, the large,

11-by16-foot culvert under
Main Street.
In addition to starting

the work early, the project's
length could also be short-
ened by the use of a pre-
cast culvert which may
shave a week or two from
the construction, Mayor
Bergan said. Delaware En-
gineering suggested the
use of a precast culvert.
Phase one of the Gorge

Creek project is connected
and running. Once the
project is complete, county
crews are supposed to
pave the rest of Clauverwie
and at that time, a walkway
could be added by the
bridge leading to Indian
Acres.
The Gorge Creek project

is being paid for by a $3
million grant from NY Ris-
ing that the village received
after the August 28, 2011
flood. Other state grants
were needed to complete
the work.
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Felled Trees Become Memorial Bench for M'burgh's Isabel Skowfoe
By David Avitabile
MIDDLEBURGH - Any-

one who ever met Isabel
Skowfoe could feel her
love for her family,
school, and community.
Some of that love will
now be on display at the
Middleburgh high school.
A memorial bench

made of wood from some
of the trees felled in front
of the high school in July
2020 will be placed near
the high school auditori-
um.
Isabel's mother Dawn

and father Philip attended
the dedication in front
of the high school at the
school's annual Festival
of the Arts.
"Isabel was just 18

when we unexpectedly
lost her in July 2020 due
to heart arrhythmia.," her

mother said. "She had
just graduated from this
high school, where she
truly loved being involved
in music and theater. So
this bench being present-
ed tonight has an even
more special meaning to
us! 
"I would like to tell you

a little background on
how the bench came
about. Most of you here,
can remember the beau-
tiful trees that once com-
plimented this front lawn.
Shortly before Isabel
passed away, the trees
were unexpectedly cut
down, which was very
devastating to her. Some-
thing many of you don’t
know is that the very last
text message Isabel sent
to her dad, just hours be-
fore her passing, was ask-

ing him to try and get
the wood from those
trees so that something
special could be made
from them. Because in
her opinion, those old
beautiful trees were re-
moved for no good rea-
son and discarded with-
out consideration of all

that loved them. 
"Isabel’s Dad, then had

a very important mission
to get that wood back.
After reaching out, Jimmy
Kennedy generously do-
nated back most of the
wood.  Isabel’s Dad then
took the wood to be
milled and then brought

it back to the school. At
which point our dedicat-
ed Technology Teacher
Scott Gray and some
pretty awesome MCS stu-
dents designed and built
this breath-taking memo-
rial bench that we are
see tonight. We hope to
see that the Technology
department continues to
be supported, so that
many more student-in-
volved projects, like this,
can be made out of that
special wood. 
"Our sincere thank you

goes out to family,
friends, and our commu-
nity, who truly have been
a strong support system
to us. Our lives will never
be the same, but this me-
morial reminds us how
much Isabel is still loved.
And if you didn’t happen

to know Isabel, let me
tell you, she was the
biggest hugger, so when-
ever possible hug some-
one you care about!
From the bottom our
hearts thank you so very
much!...
"Thank you for attend-

ing and always support-
ing our community."
Music teacher Ben

April said the beautiful
wooden bench will be
placed in front of the au-
ditorium "where her
dreams came true."
Outgoing Superinten-

dent Brian Dunn, whom
many blamed for the tree
removal two years ago,
was conspicuous by his
absence at the ceremony
held before the Festival
of the Arts.

M'burgh Condos Get State Approval
State Passes Its Own "Condo Surprise" Law

that would end the prop-
erty tax loophole for con-
dos but it has not been
signed yet by the gover-
nor.
In early June the state

legislature passed a bill
that would stop awarding
unofficial property tax
breaks to condos that
look like upscale subur-
ban homes.
Ms. Stuber said she

was not sure how this
new state law would af-
fect the Middleburgh con-
dos.

lage, school district, and
county.
Since finding that out,

the town and village have
approved "condo sur-
prise" laws preventing
existing property from
becoming condos.
Town assessor Marie

Stuber told town board
members Thursday night
that had not heard yet
on the approval of the
condo association.
She did say that condo

laws have been passed
by the state legislature

Then, Middleburgh and
county officials found out
that the buildings, despite
being single-family
homes, would be taxed
as condos, which are
taxed about 30 percent
lower than traditional
homes, since there will
be a condo association.
The condo association
was approved last week.
Since the property taxes
will be lower than tradi-
tional homes, the differ-
ence will be made up by
the other property tax-
payers in the town, vil-

der contract and they
have more.
The condos, dubbed

"The Barracks" by some
residents, came under
heavy criticism last year
after the planning board
allowed the construction
of the units despite being
heavily changed from the
originally approved plans.
The original plans called
for 16 buildings with four
units each but developers
said those were not
saleable so they changed
the plans to 64 single-
family units.

neson, who is marketing
the units, announced the
approval on Friday.
"I'm beyond excited to

announce that the Mid-
dleburgh Meadows Con-
dominium complex is At-
torney General approved!
For all of our buyers pa-
tiently waiting we thank
you. For all of you look-
ing we have availability,"
Ms. Tenneson wrote.
"Middleburgh definitely

has it all and now living
options for everyone."
Ms. Tenneson said

some of the units are un-

By David Avitabile
MIDDLEBURGH - Af-

ter months of waiting,
the Middleburgh Mead-
ows condos have received
approval from the state
attorney general's office.
Construction of the

controversial condos be-
gan early last spring and
six have been completed
of the promised 64 units.
Developers were waiting
for state approval for a
condo association. 
Former town planning

board member and real
estate broker Lisa Ten-

M'burgh Town Honors Rich & Heather Vilegi, 
and Middleburgh Hardware

By David Avitabile
MIDDLEBURGH - Over

the years, many Main Street
stores and businesses have
become passe. Meat Mar-
kets, fish markets, and other
"mom and pop" shops no
longer line the Main Street
of American villages like
they once did 50 years ago.
Luckily, Middleburgh has
one of those businesses that
have survived the test of
time.
Middleburgh Hardware

has stood on Main Street
for over 100 years and for
many good reasons.
Over the years, the store

has had several owners, the
latest owners, Rich and
Heather Vilegi have contin-
ued the tradition of com-
munity and customer service
that is the backbone of local
businesses.
Members of the Middle-

burgh town board honored
Rich and Heather Vilegi and

Middleburgh Hardware with
its monthly "Caught Doing
Good" award for June.
"This award is a way that

the Middleburgh town board
says thank you for all you
do  in our community. In
the past, you have both done
great things for our com-
munity, not just as owners
of the oldest store in Mid-
dleburgh but as great people
that love Middleburgh and
the people that reside here.  
"As life-long residents you

have kept one of Middle-
burgh's favorite businesses
growing and going strong.
Changing with the times to
fill a need and provide people
a place to shop without leav-
ing town," Supervisor Wes
Laraway said.
"You have both been very

generous over the years in
supporting and assisting dif-
ferent community  groups.
The raffles for lawn mowers,
four wheelers, etc. have been

vital to various organizations
such as the Middleburgh
Little League, The Fire De-
partment and Rotary. You
sell a lot of raffle tickets for
various fundraisers to your
customers.  
"We try not to assume

and appreciate everything
that you do for the Town of
Middleburgh and for so
many people in this valley.
Usually without praise or
acknowledgement.  Often
without a simple thank you
or a hand shake.....After the
flood, you fought hard to
get open and be there to
help people with whatever
they needed to improve their
lives and get their houses
going again.  Even if you
had your own tragedy and
problems to deal with.
Thank you for all of the
times you have helped the
Town of Middleburgh with
what we needed.  
"Thank you once again

for Doing Good in our Com-
munity, The Middleburgh
Town Board appreciates all
you do. Middleburgh Hard-
ware is a great asset to Mid-
dleburgh and we thank you
so much for being a friend
to the Town of Middleburgh.
We are so fortunate to have
you both as members of
our community. You have
both put so much pride in
your business and love back
into the Community. Thank
you for all you both do. 
"On behalf of the Town

of Middleburgh Board and
all of your friends in the
Town of Middleburgh, Thank
you for all that you do for
the people in our Commu-
nity and will continue to do
in the future."

M'burgh Resident: LL Parents
Speeding Leaving New Field

By David Avitabile
MIDDLEBURGH -

While most people agree
that the new Middleburgh
Little League by the cliffs
are wonderful and need-
ed, the increased traffic
and speeding on the back
streets of the village is a
major concern, a resident
told the village board ear-
lier this month.
The new field off of

Union Street is putting
much more traffic on the
back streets of the village
including Pine Street,
Maple and Cliffs avenues,
and Grove Street.
Unfortunately, in addi-

tion to the increased traf-
fic many parents leaving
the fields are driving very
fast, resident Joanne
Newsome told village
board members at their
June 6 meeting.
"They're not even look-

ing," she said. "They're
just shooting out of
there."
She noted that Pine

Street is a quiet and dark
street and now there is a
lot of dust on the back
streets. She suggested a
patrol when the games
let out.
She added, "They come

out of there like rockets,"

and some people do not
obey the stop sign.
Village Clerk Melanie

Laraway noted that the
road leading to the fields
is a private driveway.
Mayor Trish Bergan

said, "That's an issue."
She also noted that in
the street near the
Cobleskill Little League
field, there are signs to
slow down.
Ms. Newsome noted

that many of the parents
who are driving fast are
from outside the area and
not from Middleburgh.
On another street mat-

ter, Ms. Newsome said
there was an issue with
parking on Grove Street.
She said she asked the
streets department last
fall, but had gotten no
response.
She also said there are

several pot holes on
Grove Street.
Mayor Bergan said the

village is aware of the is-
sue and the potholes are
being repaired.518-827-6464 cell 518-496-8636

Middleburgh Youth 
Compete at 
Fishing Derby

Julie Attanasio, 11, of Schoharie and Case Nelson,
10, of Schoharie at Saturday’s Don Conklin Middle-

burgh Rod and Gun Club Youth Fishing Derby.

Jackson Northrup, 9, of
Cobleskill, casts his line

into the pond at the
derby Saturday morn-
ing. Photos by David

Avitabile.

RIGHT: Aiden Talarico
shows off his prize Sat-
urday morning, the
largest up until that
point in the derby.

BELOW: 
Anthony Pricolo with
daughter Raegan Pri-
colo, 7, both of Middle-

burgh.
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Delanson United
Methodist Church
112 E Shore Rd, Delan-

son, NY 12053
Our Lady of the Valley
Roman Catholic Parish
Saturday  5:45 p.m.
Sunday.   9:00 a.m.
Wednesday 9:00 a.m.
Virtual Mass available at

Facebook.com/our Lady-
oftheValleyParish/
Main Street at Wells Ave.
Middleburgh
Rev. Tom Zelker, Pastor
518-827-3301
Olv2009@midtel.net
Evangelical Lutheran
Church - Gallupville
Gallupville, NY
Sunday Worship begins

at 9:00 am every Sunday,
followed by Adult Study at
10:30 am and Children's
Sunday School at 11:00
am.
Grosvenors Corners Unit-

ed Methodist Church at
1217 Grovenors Corners
Road in the hamlet of
Grosvenors Corners, Town
of Carlisle meets for worship
at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday
Morning.

Local Worship Services
The Sharon Springs Unit-

ed Methodist Church, lo-
cated at 511 US-20, Sharon
Springs meets for worship
on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

Schoharie Reformed
Church

258 Main Street
Schoharie, NY 12157
In-person Sunday Wor-

ship Service 10:00am for
all ages. All are Welcome.
Pastors Michael & Sherri

Meyer-Veen
Summit UMC 

2870 State Rt. 10 service
10 a.m. Pastor Jan Benson
Seventh Day Adventist
2861 State Rt. 10 
Saturday Service 10 a.m. 
Pastor Reid 501-545-

8351

Calvary Assembly of
God

960 Mineral Springs Rd.
10 AM Sunday service.
www.cagcobleskill.org
First Baptist Church
492 West Main Street,

Cobleskill
Sunday Service – 11:00

AM

Prior to Coronavirus, our
paper listed weekly church
services with information.
With cautious reopenings,
we’d like to pick back up
where we left off. Send us
yours at mountaineagle-
news@gmail.com.
Christian Community

Church of Faith
Sunday 8:30 AM
An Independent/Non-

Denominational Church
355 State Route 7
Richmondville,

St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church
Sunday 10:30 AM
326 Main St.
Middleburgh

Middleburgh 
Reformed Church
178 River St. Middle-

burgh
www.middleburghre-

formed.org 
Worship 11 a.m.
Food Pantry open Satur-

days, 9-11 a.m.
Sharon 

Reformed Church 
Sundays 10:30 AM
5868 State Route 10 
Sharon Springs, NY

13459
The Warnerville United

Methodist Church 
1615 NY-7, Rich-

mondville, NY 12149 Holds
services every Sunday at 9
a.m. 
(Children's Sunday

School also at 9 a.m.)
Middleburgh United
Methodist Church 
281 Main Street Middle-

burgh, NY holds services
every Sunday at 11 a.m.                                                   

(Children's Sunday
School also at 11 a.m.)
Contact number for both

Churches: 
Pastor Mel 518-827-5126

o r
Melenamoore2323@gmail.
com
Esperance-Sloansville

United Methodist
Church

175 Main St. Esperance,
NY 12066, at 11 a.m. on
Sunday

Gallupville United
Methodist Church
120 Factory St.

Schoharie, 12157

pearlrubytorres.kw.com/
845-461-5132 

rurerock@aol.com

LOCAL BUSINESS REVIEWS

Schoharie Valley Farms 
The Carrot Barn

By Anita Devin
Located on Route 30

outside of the Village of
Schoharie, The Carrot
Barn has been a staple
in Schoharie County

and surrounding areas
providing top quality pro-
duce grown in the rich
soil of the lush Schoharie
Valley.  It is truly a farm
for all seasons.  Enjoy
the fresh ripe tomatoes,
lettuce, tender sweet corn,
peppers and the variety
of fresh vegetables the
summer season has to of-
fer.
The fall season gives a

bounty of pumpkins,
squash, carrots, potatoes,
parsnips and other fall
produce.  There are many

specialty goods with a full
line of grocery items in-
cluding bread, eggs, dairy,
honey, meat, jams, jellies
and sauces, many locally
produced.
There is a fabulous Bak-

ery and Cafe' on premises
based on a farm to table
model.  The Cafe' offers
signature sandwiches and
salads with soups using
their own fresh produce
and local meats and
cheeses.  The Farmhouse
Chili is superb!  The bak-
ery has a wide variety of
homemade cakes,
muffins, and seasonal pies
and, of course, using their
own carrots for Carrot
Cake, Carrot Cookies and
Carrot Brownies.  Also,

the outstanding seasonal
Apple Cider Doughnuts!
The greenhouses are

full of a variety of bedding
plants, vegetable plants,
summer annuals, peren-
nials, gorgeous hanging
baskets, and in the fall
hardy mums and poinset-
tias.  Many visitors from
all surrounding areas
come to enjoy this family
owned business and the
welcoming feeling you
feel from their very friend-
ly staff.  Now that Summer
has arrived come and en-
joy a bite to eat and take
in all The Carrot Barn
has to offer.
Open Daily 9 am to 6

pm.

M'burgh Looking to Add 
EV Charging Stations

By David Avitabile
MIDDLEBURGH - With

the price of gas rising by
the day, electric vehicles
may be the wave of the
future. While there are
two gas stations in the
Village of Middleburgh,
you are out of luck if you
want to recharge your
electric vehicle except at
home.
Chuck Manning, the

co-owner of Green Wolf,
spoke to the village board
again earlier this month
about adding EV charg-
ing stations, probably in
the secondary lot behind
the library.
He met with the library

board and they were re-
ceptive though the loca-

tion has not yet been ap-
proved, Mr. Manning told
village board members
at their June 6 meeting. 
Two grants would be

needed to build the
charging station, he
added.
The first grant would

be from National Grid to
run the electric lines to
the station. The library
can apply for that grant
but the village would have
to apply for the second
grant from the DEC. If
they are successful with
both grants, 100 percent
of the costs could be cov-
ered.
Mayor Trish Bergan

was in favor of applying
for the grant.

"It's a great idea," she
said, though she wanted
to see what was involved.
The grant application is
due by the end of July.
The village will get more
information and act on
it.
Trustee Bob Tinker also

spoke in favor of the plan.
"It's the way of the fu-

ture," he added.
"They're looking for

ways to plug in," Mr. Man-
ning said.
In May, Amanda Kaier

of the Mohawk Valley
Communities Program
spoke to the village board
and said National Grid
offers several grants, in-
cluding those for charg-
ing stations.

M'burgh Resident Calls for Another Traffic Light
By David Avitabile
MIDDLEBURGH -

Could Middleburgh be
adding a second traffic
light? It is very doubtful
officials said last week.
Resident Ted Werner

made a request to have
a three-colored traffic
light to be placed at the
corner of Main Street and
Clauverwie Road/Wells

Avenue. The request is
made about every 10
years and the answer is
always the same: Main
Street is a state road and
a light would have to be
approved by the state
Department of Trans-
portation. It is very un-
likely because of the traf-
fic flow and only a fatal
accident could make the

state consider a light
there.
"They won't do any-

thing there unless some-
one gets killed there," a
town official said at the
annual joint town-village
meeting Thursday
evening.
The decision on

whether to put a traffic
light at the corner is also
up to traffic flow, Super-
visor Wes Laraway said.
It is not up to the town

or village.
Mr. Werner complained

about the long wait at
the corner.
"You can wait half your

life to make a turn there."
Mr. Laraway explained

that both municipalities
have asked about putting
a light there and "it went
nowhere."
The issue, he noted,

has been discussed sev-
eral times over the last
20 years.

*   *   *
In other action, town

board members:
* Heard a presentation

from Power Play Energy
Group about possible dis-
counts from a community
solar program. The rep-
resentatives said there
could be 10 percent dis-
counts for community
members who sign up.
They said there are state
incentives but they are
disappearing. Noting the
recent solar discussions
and laws, Mr. Laraway
said he would look into
it, meet with the repre-
sentatives and then re-
port back to the board.
* Heard dog control

officer Joe Derma say he
has had several dogs at
large, threatening folks,
and "barking all night."
In addition, "one guy's
dog" has been showing
up at a woman's house
and the next time it hap-
pens, he will issue tickets
and take the man to
court. The man, Mr. Der-

ma said, "was in court
and was "disrespectful to
the judge."
* Heard Mr. Derma

bash another local news-
paper and reporter for a
story last week from the
Town of Schoharie meet-
ing. The reporter, he said,
"bad mouthed" him in
the story though he was
not there. He also used
a derisive nickname for
the paper's name.
* Heard Mr. Derma say

it is illegal for people to
pick up dogs and if
called, he will not pick
them up. 
* Heard town Clerk

Renee Schmidt say the
town collected more than
$2.5 million in real prop-
erty taxes for 2022. The
uncollected taxes will go
to the county for collec-
tion.
* Heard highway Steve

Kowalski say the town
has a full sand shed.
* Went into executive

session to discuss per-
sonnel.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT
Schoharie County 

Public Transportation
Fare Increase Effective 9/12/22 

Schoharie County has worked to keep bus fare
constant for the past 7 years. During that time,
costs to operate bus services have risen and customer
fares have not kept pace. To close this growing gap,
Schoharie County Board of Supervisors has proposed
the Schoharie County Public Transportation Depart-
ment increase their bus fare effective 9/12/22. This
increase would allow the agency to keep pace with
inflation and continue to make improvements to bus
services and facilities.

Fare Increase by Route
Routes 1, 2, 2A and 3 – fare will increase from

$1.20 to $2.00 (one-way fare). Route deviation
$2.00 per deviation.
Route 5 – premium door-to-door bus service in

outlying areas of County, increase from $6.00 to
$10.00 (one-way or round-trip fare)
Route 20 and 23 – demand response to Albany/Sch-

enectady and Cooperstown, increase from $7.20 to
$12.00 (one-way or round-trip fare)
Routes 22 – commuter service to Albany – daily

rate from $8.50 to $13.00, weekly fare (M-F) $50.00
Seniors (60 years +) can still purchase discounted

tokens. The new cost is $1.00 per token.     
Written comments regarding the proposed fare

increase are invited from the general public by July
14, 2022. 

Christine Kraemer, Director
Schoharie County Public Transportation

114 Rock Road
Cobleskill, NY 12043
(518)234-0952 or

christine.kraemer@co.schoharie.ny.us
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Music Brightens Middleburgh’s Friday

Middleburgh High School music students watch the annual festival of the
arts on the High School lawn last Friday night.

BELOW: Mark Ciafardo channels his inner Dean Martin in his perform-
ance, the first of the night Friday at MCS.

Laney Heaney sang a song about her grandfather’s passing at the Festival
of the Arts. Photos by David Avitabile.

BELOW: MCS music student Olivia Skowfoe prepares to sing a song in
front of the High School Friday night.

M'burgh Seeking 
Flower Thieves

MIDDLEBURGH -
Thanks to the Middle-
burgh's Century Club, the
Middleburgh village DPW
hangs flower baskets
throughout the Village
every year.
Unfortunately, over the

past two years, the two
flower baskets on the
bridge closest to Timothy
Murphy Park have been
stolen, each time within a
day of the baskets being
hung up for the summer.
The flowers are a beau-

tification effort by one of
Middleburgh's leading
community organizations
in conjunction with the

Village DPW. "It's disheart-
ening when the actions of
a few cast a pall on positive
things in our community,

and we hope the wrong-
doers return the baskets
to their rightful place," vil-
lage officials said.

M'burgh Board Member
Questions School Security
MIDDLEBURGH - In light of the recent mass shooting at a Texas school,

Middleburgh school board member Scott VanKuren called the security at the
two district schools into question.
At the board's June 1 meeting, Mr. VanKuren said that since the shootings,

"have we tightened up the buildings windows, doors?"
Business administrator Francis Rielly said no changes were needed since

"had them in place before."
Unlocked doors and windows are always an issue since they have to be

locked by teachers and staff, Mr. VanKuren noted.
"The human element is always the thing that breaks down," he added. He

wondered if an electronic check for the windows and doors were needed. Huyck Membership 
Meeting on June 25

RENSSELAERVILLE -
The annual membership
meeting for the Huyck
Preserve will be held on
June 25 at  1:30pm at
the
Eldridge Research

Center, 284 Pond Hill
Road, Rensselaerville.
All current Huyck Pre-

serve members are in-
vited to attend the annual
membership meeting on

June 25. Meet with board
members and staff, cast
your vote at the annual
board election, and learn
more about current and
future happenings at the
Preserve.
Annual Meeting Guest

Presentation will be by
Brandon Quinby, Ph.D.,
SUNY Cobleskill
Assessing Habitat Suit-

ability in Upstate New

York for Reintroduction
of the Endangered Amer-
ican Burying Beetle.
Not a member or

haven't yet renewed your
membership for 2022?
Memberships can be re-
newed online through
our website at www.huy-
ckpreserve.org/member-
ship. This event will be
inside. 

Homemade Breakfast
& Lunch

Open Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday, & Sunday

• Full Menu • Serving Beer & Wine 
• Outside Seating • Dine-in/Take-Out 
• Home of the Belly-Buster Burger •

Easy access for campers 
& large vehicles 
Large Parking Lot
2102 St. Route 30

North Blenheim • 518-827-5588

Catering for 
all Occasions! Call for

Hours 
and Daily
Specials
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Contact NY Patriot Group:
Partners: Shane Foland 

Robert Chase 
Services on Pellet and
Corn Stoves 
Available 24/7/265

Wheelchair & stretcher transports
Medicaid approved NY DOT # 32940

Circle of Life
Ambulette Services
607 538-1734

SERVING DELAWARE, OTSEGO, SCHOHARIE & HERKIMER COUNTIES

255 Maple Ave                                Fax/Billing 607 538-9681
Hobart NY 13788        circleoflife@stny.rr.com

If in town, visit the Duanesburgh Diner

Call For Hours Take out/out-
door & indoor

dining 

Call or email me for all
your advertising needs!

Lora Newell
Advertising Specialist at the 

Mountain Eagle
lora.mountaineagle@

gmail.com
518-519-0671

Evenerable Group, Ltd. 
PO Box 910 
Middleburgh, NY 12122 

888.2.TAME.TECH 
888.282.6383 
http://www.evenerable.com 

W. Cody Anderson 
Principal 
cody.anderson@evenerable.com 

Network and technology 
support for businesses 

Jefferson FD 
Nabs New Truck 

The Jefferson Volunteer Fire Department re-
ceived their new 3,500 gallon tanker made in

Canada by manufacturer Helie. Photo credit Jef-
ferson VFD Facebook page.

LOCAL AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT

Jeff O’Connor
1609-1686. In writing
the current text, O'Con-
nor wrote about the first
major land grant to a Eu-
ropean in this area, dur-
ing an era prior to the
foundation of Middle-
burgh and Schoharie.
By conducting inten-

sive research, O'Connor
had to translate docu-
ments from the original
Dutch. One described the
first major flood docu-
mented in the area from
1695-1696 caused by an
icejam. He discovered
the document on August
28, 2011.
When finding the doc-

ument he realized, "Some-
thing's going on here."
This started a "chain

reaction of thought," he
said. This includes a lit-
tle-written period of the
17th century. This in-
cludes the first effort to
purchase land locally by
Andrew Brown for 500
acres near the Skohere
natural bridge.
"I get obsessive about

things," he said. He de-
scribed him as the "most
important 17th century
colonial figures no one
knows about." O'Connor
researched and discov-
ered the identity of
Brown and his true iden-
tity-- "a very important
person for a few years
in New York history," in-
cluding traveling from
London and as a former
ship's captain.
The story-- and other

unraveled history, get
back to the concept of
what is the "real history"
of the area, including its
land and people.
Following the attempt-

ed land purchase, the set-
tlement of the area pro-
ceeded, including with

the famous settlement of
the Palatine Germans.
The Palatines were able
to move the frontier from
Schenectady to near Little
Falls, 80 miles in 20
years. He describes it as
"a series about the
Palatines that's not really
about the Palatines. It's
a biography of the
Schoharie Valley and
those who shaped its his-
tory."
Volume I ends with the

Brown purchase and the
factors that led to its fail-
ure and Dutch settlement
attempts. 
"The approach that I

took was to give the na-
tives, with the Mohawks
in particular, their voice,"
he said. O'Connor added

that "their voice is far
more important than any-
thing that I can write
about them. I want to
put them on equal footing
with the Dutch, with the
English, with the French
in Canada. This little local
book is an expansive look
at what Schoharie Coun-
ty's history is."
Volume I is available

now and he plans to re-
lease two more in the
next several years. It is
available at Catnap
Books, online below, the
Fort Plain Museum,
Schoharie Valley
Farms/the Carrot Barn.
More information can

be found at
ht tp : / /www.turn ing-
point1777.com/.

By Matthew Avitabile
SCHOHARIE - Jeff O'-

Connor is one of
Schoharie County's fore-
most living history ex-
perts. His experience
traces back to the 1990s.
After growing up in
Cobleskill and living in
New England, he watched
a television program on
the Revolution featuring
the Cherry Valley Mas-
sacre. This piqued his in-
terest and led to "more
and more pathways" to
learn about the Revolu-
tion, including primary
source documentation.
He moved back to the

area in 1996, leaving a
full-time job for one at
the Old Stone Fort, in-
cluding between two and
three years studying the
Revolution.
O'Connor's involve-

ment with local history
led to what became Turn-
ing Point 1777, a living
history project that in-
cludes local tours around
2010.
"I just had to make a

decision," he said. Turn-
ing Point references both
general turning points in
history and the impact
of the Battle of Sarato-
ga.
O'Connor offers regular

tours each Saturday from
April-September, includ-
ing Schoharie, Middle-
burgh, and Cobleskill.
This includes information
on Conrad Weiser's life,
local architecture, his-
toric Fountaintown, and
the Battle of Cobleskill.
In addition, Turning Point
completes a ghost watch
around Halloween.
O'Connor's latest book

is Skohere and the Birth
of New York's Western
Frontier 1609-1731. Its
first volume runs from
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Schoharie Brings Carnival Fun

Kids can find things to amuse themselves no matter where they are.  While
the parents talked these two were having fun playing in the pool of ducks.

Photos by Robert Duso.

With a carnival background and some propes, Emma Waters on the left,
Scarlett Courtright center, and Bella Repscher on the right have fun show-

ing off and enjoying their time together.

Kids enjoyed having fun with the games of
chance. This young lady was at the "Bean Bag

Blast" adding up the points.

Ring toss games come in many sizes. This one
was extra large. The kids had to get the hoop over

the traffic size cones.
Zeph Gonzalez was digging into the cotton candy!

Seam's nothing else was on his mind.

Jefferson To Order Two New Plow Trucks
By Liz Page

JEFFERSON – The town
of Jefferson will put two
brand new plow trucks on
order, adopted a local law
to require written prior no-
tice of hazards, will consider
ways to get dog owners to
clean up after their pets on
the town green and dis-
cussed two new tick-borne
diseases that have been dis-
covered in the southern end
of Schoharie County.
It was also the last official

meeting for Leah Blumberg,
who is retiring as town clerk
and working in the clerk's
office as the deputy town
clerk for many years, serving
the town for more than 30
years. Former town super-
visor Dan Singletary pre-
sented Blumberg with a bou-
quet of flowers. "I remember
how much you liked the "F"
word for friends, family and
flowers. Here are the flow-
ers," Singletary said as he
made the presentation. Su-
pervisor Peggy Hait said the
town has appreciated Blum-

berg's more than 30 years
of service.
Jefferson Town Board

members gave their stamp
of approval to purchase new
basketball poles and hoops,
as well as protective padding
rather than try to repair the
existing hoops on the town
green. Councilman Don Van-
Valkenburgh said they went
to replace the hoops and
the brackets to hold them
are missing. The poles hold-
ing the hoops are also loose.
It was decided to replace
everything with new at a
cost of around $2,300. They
will be installed by the town
highway crew.
That brought up the dis-

cussion of dog owners who
walk their dogs on the town
green, but don't pick up
after them. Highway Super-
intendent Chris Cordone
said he spoke to one dog
owner, but there is no real
way to do much without
adopting a local law that
places fines on what most
consider not being very con-

siderate. When they went
to do some work on the
green, Cordone said it is lit-
tered with dog poop and
with Jefferson Heritage Day
set to take place in two
weeks, "it is a shame".
Code Enforcement Officer

Rich Irwin said he has
viewed several dog owners
letting their dogs poop with-
out picking it up and he too
believes the town should
amend an existing ordinance
or adopt a law to hold the
inconsiderate dog owners
accountable. "It isn't the
dog's fault," said Cordone,
"it's the dog owners' fault."
Town board members will
research it for the next meet-
ing.
The ad booklet for Her-

itage Day has gone to the
printers and they are still
selling raffle tickets. There
has been a bit of controversy
in recent meetings with an-
other organization that may
have the committee rethink-
ing whether there will be

another Heritage Day, ac-
cording to VanValkenburgh.
"We will discuss it after this
year," he said.
In his highway report,

Cordone said there was
some consideration being
made to place two new fully
outfitted plow trucks on or-
der, with deliveries 12 to 18
months out from the order
dates. Town board members
gave their approval, the cost
is estimated at  $573,359.
Costly repairs to the town's
existing fleet is currently
eating up the budget.
In his report, Irwin said

he, along with deputy CEO
Don Clarke   have been
making inspections at Camp
Oorah, which have been go-
ing well with a new manager
on board. He has been busy
with other inspections and
nine new building permits
were issued last month.
There have also been some
change in use applications
for the short term rentals,
which now must fill out an

application.
In her report, Supervisor

Hait said the county health
department has had two
confirmed cases of two tick-
born diseases in the southern
end of the county. One Jef-
ferson resident was hospi-
talized and is now home re-
cuperating.
The Powassan virus

(POW) is the one the health
department is concerned
about because it has now
been found in deer ticks,
with 20 percent of the pop-
ulation tested testing positive
for this virus. With the shift

to the deer ticks, it may just
be a matter of time before
it becomes more prevalent.
The disease can be fatal as
it attacks the nervous sys-
tem.
Residents need to be

aware to be even more cau-
tious about avoiding ticks
and ensuring they check for
ticks when outdoors.
Information is available

at www.health.ny.gov/dis-
eases/communicable/powas-
san or on the Center for
Disease Control website.
Warnings are also out for

Tick Born Relapsing Fever.

Auto Racing News
By Tom Coughlin
We are now a handful of

weeks into the 2022 racing
season and championship
point battles are starting to
take form.
On Friday nights, Matt

Delorenzo has seen consis-
tent top five finishes at Al-
bany-Saratoga Speedway, in-
cluding two victories. These
numbers as of this writing
have not been updated to
include last week's results.
Delorenzo leads the points
chase in the NAPA modified
division with 333. followed
by Peter Britten 324,
Demetrios Drellos 322, Mike
Mahaney 317, and Kenny
Tremont Jr. 300.

Tim Hartman Jr. leads
the Northeast Paving & Seal-
coat crate 602 sportsman
division with 316, while
Chris Johnson 275, Andrew
Buff 272, Dave Bosclair
270, and Darryl Nutting 264

give chase.
In the Eastwood Detailing

pro stock division Jason
Casey tops the points chart
with 360, Followed by Rob
Yetman 349, Scott Towslee
336, with Chad Jeseo and
Cousin Luke Horning tied
at 330.
Out west at Utica-Rome

Speedway  Matt Sheppard
has added up a few more
wins than the rest of the
competitors. Sheppard cur-
rently leads the Sunoco mod-
ified division with 352 points,
followed by Alex Yankowski
at 286, Billy Decker at 278,
Pat Ward at 268, and Rocky
Warner at 251.
In the Worthington In-

dustries crate 602 sportsman
division Payton Talbot heads
the the field with 336 in
points, Matt Janczuk is next
with 304, Chris Mackey with
272, A.J. Miller 260, and
Rocco Leone at 226.

The Next Generation
GraphiX pro stock division
looks like this: Beau Ballard
348, Jay Corbin 312, Bret
Belden 306, Jason Morrison
296, and Dan Slosek 270.
On Saturday's, the BBL

Construction 3D of Matt
Delorenzo also has a sizable
lead in the Sunoco modified
division at Fonda Speedway.
As of June 4, Matt has
earned 347 points followed
by Ronnie Johnson 307,
Demetrios Drellos 299, Bob-
by Varin 277, and Jessica
Fiesen 263

Chad Edwatrds also is
leading with his John Kollar
owned 10% in the Swagger
Factory Apparel crate 602
sportsman division. Chad
has 398, Payton Talbot 370,
Cody Clark 345, Brian Cal-
abrese 308, and Chip Con-
stantino 282.
Nick Stone is just domi-

nating the Algonkin Motel

pro stock division , with the
Todd Hoffman owned 8N.
Nick was sitting on 420
points going into last week's
races. Beau Ballard had 366
followed by Cousin Luke
Horning 350, Kenny Gates
346, and Jason Morrison
306.

Sunday nights at Glen
Ridge Motorsports Park, Bri-
an Calabrese is leading the
Red Chair DIRTcar crate
sportsman division, with
274 in points, followed by
Andrew Buff at 262, Justin
Buff 252, Garrett Poland
240, and Cody Ochs 238.

Cousin Luke Horning
leads in the Yurkewecz Auto
Crushers DIRTcar pro stock
division with 290 points.
Andy Graves sits second
with 278. Kenny Allen 144,
Jay Fitzgerald 108, and

Continued on 
Page B11
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When Ruled the World
Major League Baseball in the 1970s, the Last Golden Era
The baseball of the 1970s

began with the Amazin' Mets'
unexpected championship
over the Baltimore Orioles
in October 1969 and ended
with the "We Are Family"
Pirates' victory over the Ori-
oles 10 years later.
In between were the first,

league-wide organized strike,
the beginning of free agency,
the introduction of the Des-
ignated Hitter rule, garish
uniforms, drug problems,
wild Afros, expansion, team
relocation, fake grass, and
the birth of the million-dollar
baseball player.
"When Topps Ruled the

World" looks at all these
changes and happenings in
Major League baseball not
through the eyes of the own-
ers, commissioner, or busi-
ness people of the game. It
speaks through the most
interesting people: the
ballplayers.
The kids of the 1970s

still looked at ballplayers as
heroes instead of million-
aires. They were idols to be
looked up to. They may
have had feet of clay but
that feature was not exposed
in the pre-Internet and social
media world of the 1970s.
You are about to travel

back in time not only to the
era of the stars such as Reg-
gie Jackson, Tom Seaver,
and Pete Rose, but to the
times of Fred "The Chicken"
Stanley, Herb Washington,
Danny Ainge, and many oth-
ers who helped make the
decade what it was.

Cubs team card, 
1974, #211

For some reasons in the
1970s, the Cubs had to be
different in the world of
baseball cards.
Instead of a regular team

picture on their team card,
the franchise that brought
is rotating coaches in the
early 1960s and daylight-
only games until the late
1980s, used to have their
heads, and their heads only,
on the card.
I guess some people just

have to be different, why
not the Cubs?

Tigers "Scratch Off"
cards, 1972

In addition to their "fla-
vorful" gum, which was
sometimes as hard as a
month-old Fig Newton by
the time it reached my neigh-
borhood in Queens, Topps
put in special "prizes" in
their packs. In 1971, they
put in coins with the faces
of team captains.  
Unfortunately though,

these coins have been
known to rust faster than a

1971 Chevy Vega.
The next year, we were

treated to Play Baseball
"Scratch Off" games, again
with the cheerful, smiling
faces of the team captains.
Few still exist in an unadul-
terated state. Most were lost
to playful kid brothers and
sisters.
Billy Cowan, 1972 #19
Some photographers just

have to be comedians. Look
at this 1972 reproduction
of the Angels outfielder Billy
Cowan.
Did the Topps' photogra-

pher really think just because
Billy has that Big A halo
around his head that we
would think he really was
an "Angel in the Outfield?"
Cowan did earn one, ad-

mittedly minor, bit of noto-
riety during his career. Billy
was one of the few (only)
players to ever bat under
.200 for both the Mets and
the Yankees in their careers.
He managed a .179 average
for the Mets in 1965 and
then batted a robust .167
for the Yanks in 1969.
It's not much but it beats

working for a living.
Don Stanhouse, 

1978, #629
Don Stanhouse, the some-

times standout reliever for
the Expos, Orioles, and
Dodgers had not one but
two colorful and appropriate
nicknames during the 1970s.
Borrowing from Cardinal

great Stan Musial, Stan-
house, was called "Stan the
Man Unusual."
When he moved to the

Orioles in 1978, O's great
manager Earl Weaver, who
was sometimes caught
smoking in the dugout,
called the reliever "Full Pack,"
which is what he smoked
when Stanhouse was trying
to close a game for Balti-
more.
He pitched two very ef-

fective season for the Orioles
compiling 45 saves, but
pitched poorly against the
Pirates in the 1979 World
Series. He left Baltimore as
a free agent that off-season
and signed with the Dodgers.
He had one disastrous sea-
son in Los Angeles and never
pitched in the majors again.
Jim Fregosi, Boyhood

card, 1972, #346
1972 was a great year

for Topps cards.
Though colorful, the set

reached over 700 cards for
the first time and included
specialty cards such as minor
league player of the year,
World Series and playoff
cards with highlights of the
games, and Boyhood Photos

of the Stars.
1972, though, was not a

great year (or even a good
year) for one James Louis
Fregosi.
The Mets dealt future Hall

of Famer Nolan Ryan and a
few warm bodies to the An-
gels for Fregosi in the winner
of 1971. The former Angels
shortstop and All Star was
supposed to solve the Mets
franchise-long third base
problem. It was an annual
guessing game for the Mets
every winter. Who do we
get this year to be the answer
to our third base hole? It
was Joe Foy in 1970 and
Bob Aspromonte in 1971.
In 1972, the answer was
Fregosi. The every year was
wrong.
The former "Peninsula

Athlete of the Year" (accord-
ing to the Boyhood card
bio) broke a finger on a
ground ball from Mets' man-
ager Gill Hodges during
spring training and it was
all downhill from there.
All the Mets could get for

Fregosi in July 1973 was
cash, and I don't mean Norm
or Dave.
Play Lady in Spain for

me Jimmy.
Roberto Clemente,

1973, #50
This was the great gen-

tleman's last card. He was
killed on December 31, 1972
while flying relief supplies
to Nicaragua after an earth-
quake.
Clemente started his ca-

reer in 1955 for the Pitts-
burgh Pirates and won four
batting titles, but it took the
1971 World Series to put
him in the public spotlight
as one of the best players in
the game.
The rightfielder hit .414

with 12 hits and his homer
in the seventh game helped
the Pirates bring down the
favored Orioles and their
four 20-game winners.
Clemente's play in right field
and powerful throws awed
everyone watching the Se-
ries.
Roberto finished his ca-

reer with exactly 3,000 hits.
His last a double off of Mets'
lefthander Jon Matlack. After
his passing, the Hall of Fame
waived the mandatory five-
year waiting period and
number 21 was elected to
the Hall.
Major League baseball

now honors the players who
do the most for their com-
munity with the Clemente
award. A fitting honor for a
man who did so much for
others.

Herb Washington, 
1975, #407

Charley Finley was the
Bill Veeck of the 1970s.
Finley, the eccentric owner

of the Kansas City and then
the Oakland and almost the
Denver A's, experimented
with his club.
Yellow-colored balls for

night games, donkeys as
mascots, glow-in-the-dark
yellow and green uniforms,
paying players to grow mus-
taches, hiring and firing

managers on a whim, play-
ing "revolving" second base-
men, giving Jim Hunter his
"Catfish" nickname, selling
off his best players like Joe
Rudi, Vida Blue, and Rollie
Fingers on the old trading
deadline on June 15, 1976
for big bucks in a fire sale
at the advent of free agency,
These were not your great-
grandfather's Philadelphia
Athletics of Connie Mack.
The sale of his three stars

was blocked by Commis-
sioner Bowie Kuhn "in the
best interest of baseball."
Rudi and Finger were sold
to the Red Sox and Blue
was dealt to Boston-rival
Yankees. They suited up but
never appeared in a game.
Finley, a shrewd business-
man, knew that his stars
would be leaving Oakland
for more money once they
became free agents and was
trying to get some return
on them. He was right, Fin-
ger and Rudi did leave and
Blue was later traded to the
Giants before he could leave.
Kuhn, never a fan of Finley
blocked the sales and pushed
the A's franchise back for
years. Just like the A's of
the 1910s and 1930s, the
team was disbanded and
the A's quickly toppled into
last place.
Of all Finley's experiments,

one which was allowed was
a designated pinch runner.
Herb Washington was the
A's pinch runner for 1974
and part of 1975.
The experiment seemed

to work in the first year as
he scored 29 runs and stole
29 bases in 92 games. It
was a success until the A's
played the Dodgers in the
1974 World Series. Wash-
ington, who was the holder
of world indoor records for
the 50-yard dash at five sec-
onds and the 60-yard dash
at 5.8 seconds when he was
with Oakland, never came
to bat.
He was listed as a

righthanded thrower and
batter but never had to wear
a glove or swing a bat in
105 career games. His col-
orful purple and pink 1975
baseball card proudly pro-
claimed, "Herb was person-
ally responsible for winning
9 games for A's in 1974
with his speed."
That might have been all

well and true, but Washing-
ton's lack of baseball fun-
damentals was forced out
in the open in the second
game of the World Series in
Los Angeles. The A's had
won the first game 3-2, but
the Dodgers were leading
3-2 in the ninth inning of
the second game when
Washington was brought on
to pinch run for Joe Rudi at
first with the potential tying
run.
The Dodgers' start reliever

Mike Marshall worked on
Washington, stepping off
and throwing over until fi-
nally got him leaning the
wrong way and Steve Garvey
slapped the tag down on
Washington. The A's, though,
had the last laugh, winning
the Series in five games.
While the designated hitter

still haunts us today, desig-
nated runners went the way
of the AMC Gremlin in the
1970s.
Washington was recently

back in the news when he
sued McDonald's for being
pressured to sell his fran-
chises to white franchisees.
He once owned 27 McDon-
ald's, probably using some
of Charley Finley's money.

Bert Campaneris, 
1972, #75

All throughout the history
of baseball, the shortstops
of winning teams have been
called "the sparkplugs."
They were usually short,

quick, slick fielding infielders
who mostly wore the num-
ber one on their backs. They
were described as "the glue
of the infield." The Dodgers
had Pee Wee Reese and the
Yankees had Phil "The Scoot-
er" Rizzutto in the 1950s. In
the 1960s, the Dodgers had
Maury Wills, the Orioles
Luis Aparicio and later Mark
Belanger, the Cardinals had
Dal Maxvill, and the Mets
Bud Harrelson.
It was the same in the

1970s. The Oakland A's
(they became the Athletics
again in 1987) with Bert
Campaneris at short, domi-
nated the the first portion
of the decade by winning
three World Series in a row.
Campy played 13 years with
the A's before signing with
the Texas Rangers as a free
agent in 1977. In addition
to a fine glove and accurate
arm, Campaneris was a de-
mon on the basepaths steal-
ing 649 bases in his career
and leading the American
League six times.
Campy also had surprising

pop in his bat. Adopting a
strange bent over batting
style in 1970, he bashed 22
homers. He never hit more
than eight in any other year.
In a career marked with

heady play, Bert lost his
head in the second game of
the 1972 American League
championship series against
the Detroit Tigers. Campy
already had three hits, two
stolen bases and scored two
runs when he came to bat
in the seventh inning against
righthanded reliever Lerrin
LaGrow. After a pitch his
him in the ankle, Campaneris
threw his bat at the pitcher.
The benches cleared with
Tiger manager Billy Martin
going after the shortstop.
Both LaGrow and Campy
were ejected from the game
and Campaneris was fined
and suspended for the rest
of the series as well as the
first seven games of the
1973 season. He was al-
lowed to play in the World
Series against the Reds. The
A's ended up downing the
Tigers in five games.
On a much lighter not,

one of the things that always
struck me was his real first
name, Dagoberto. When I
used to hear Yankee an-
nouncer Phil Rizzuto call
Campy by his real first name
I thought it was an ethnic
slur.

Denny McLain, 
1973, #630

Oh, how the mighty have
fallen.
Denny McLain's 1975 au-

tobiography was called "No-
body's Perfect" which was
the best title for a book
since they nicknamed the
Bible "the good book."
It seems that McLain only

knew extremes.
In 1968 he roomed in

the penthouse of baseball.
He was six foot and 185
pounds and won 31 game
with an ERA of 1.96 for the
World Championship Detroit
Tigers. He won the Cy Young
award.
Two years later he was

suspended from baseball,
first for ties to gambling
and then for carrying a gun
on a team flight. He finished
the year with a 3-5 record
with an ERA of 4.63, more
than twice his 1968 mark.
Detroit shipped him off

to the Washington Senators
for the 1971 season. Wash-
ington, at that time, was
kind of baseball's Siberia.
McLain had numerous run-
ins with no-nonsense man-
ager Ted Williams and went
on to lose 22 games and
winning only 10 games. 

Part II: By David Avitabile

BUYING ALL SPORTS COLLECTIBLES!
Buying all sports

collectibles,
coins, cards, 

autographs, &
memorabilia.

Cash paid.

Yastrzemski Sports • 75 Main Street • Cooperstown Continued on next
page
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GilboaFest Celebrates History and the Present

Musician Mike Herman plays during Sunday’s GilboaFest at the Gilboa
Museum and Nicholas J. Juried History Center.

Kristen Wyckoff shows a print of the Devonian Forest. The proceeds went to
the Museum.

Assemblyman Chris Tague meets with Professors and Mountain Eagle
Columnists (l. to r.) Johanna and Robert Titus at the W.T.S.with Melissa Pe-

ters (back).

John Hernick (left) speaks with local historian Charley Spickerman about
his new book Railroads of Schoharie County.

Local author T.M. Bradshaw is signing a copy of her book about Ned Bunt-
line. Photos by Matthew Avitabile.

Right to left: Debbie and Fred Spezza speak with local historian Gerry
Stoner in the Gilboa Museum and Nicholas J. Juried History Center, show-

ing local research.

Local author Connie Spanhake signs one of her books during the commu-
nity celebration Sunday.

Auto Racing News, Continued from B9
Slater Baker 100.
The Cherko-Fusco Realty

limited sportsman division
is led by Mike Hill with 288.
Butchie Irwin 274, Lucas
Duncan 238, Wesley Sutliff
198, and Dylan Grogan 112.
The big event this week-

end is the annual Bill Ag
Modified Elimination Race.
A tribute event is held every
year at Fonda in memory
of famed restaurateur, the
late Bill Anagnostopulos of
the Winner's Circle in Fonda.
With the efforts of Scott
Friers and many of Bill's
family & friends, this year's
tribute night, currently will
offer an additional $6,251
in awards & bonuses to driv-
ers. This amount more than
likely, may even become
larger, come racetime as ad-
ditional sponsors are con-
tinuing to join in on the fun
almost daily. The top five in
points as of June 12. plus
one lucky random driver
from the sixth through tenth
points position will match
up in One on One, single
lap elimination races. I al-
ready listed the top five, so
here are the drivers in posi-
tions 6 through 10 ( as of
June 4) that are eligible for
the last spot in the Elimina-
tion race. Rocky Warner,

Jack Lehner, Dave Constan-
tino, Craig Hanson, and
Stewart Friesen. With both
Jessica and Stewart absent
from last week's races, ob-
viously the positions have
shuffled around. 

Track of Champions
holds a number of tribute
events to honor various in-
dividuals from the racing
community. The modifieds
have the Bill Ag, the pro
stocks have the Hondo, and
now the crate 602 sports-
man will have their own
special elimination race. The
Swagger Factory Apparel
602 -Black Flag Challenge
will be a tribute to the late
Harry Shaffer, who was the
father of crate 602 sports-
man drivers Happy Harry
Shaffer II and Michael Jack-
son. The tentative date for
this event is Saturday, July
9. More details will be out
shortly 
Sunday will see the first

ever appearance of the Short
Track Super Series at the
Devil's Bowl Speedway in
West Haven,Vermont. The
Slate Valley 50 will offer a
$10,000 top prize for 50
laps of modified racing. Hot
laps start at 4:15, with racing
scheduled to begin at 5:00
pm. Sportsman, limited

sportsman, and mini stocks
are also on the program.
Glen Ridge is presenting

Sunday Night Thunder as
the DIRTcar crate 602
sportsman will compete in
a DIRTcar Eastern Region
Series race.

the bionic woman of the
1970s, then Tommy John
was the bionic man. (Yeah,
I know Lee Majors was the
Six Million Man, but he
couldn't pitch.)
TJ was off to a Cy Young-

caliber season for the
Dodgers in 1974 with a 13-
3 record when he was in-
jured. After doctors trans-
ported some of his leg liga-
ment into his left arm, he
just got better. And older
and older. He never threw
hard even before the surgery
(he never struck out more

than 140 men in a season)
so throwing softer as he got
older did not matter. He be-
came what is known as a
"crafty lefthander." 
John finally finished up

with 288 wins and 26 years
in the majors for 14 more
than he would have 20 years
earlier. He was never elected
to the Hall of Fame though
he had more wins than many
pitchers who are enshrined
in Cooperstown.
My sons and I met him at

an autograph session in Al-
bany, New York around

2000. He was a real gentle-
man. My younger son even
gave him a card from when
John was with the White
Sox in 1965. My sons still
have the autographs.
This is the second in a

series of a book I wrote in
the 1990s and updated re-
cently. I hope you enjoy my
look at the era of when I
was introduced to baseball
and continue to read the
upcoming series. Thank you
for reading, 
- David Avitabile.

Baseball,
Continued
from Previous
Page
The next spring, he was

traded to the Oakland A's.
By then, the Senators had
moved and became the
Texas Rangers. After a few
months, the A's sent McLain
to the Braves. He spend
1973 in the minors for two
teams before calling it a ca-
reer. About 10 years later,
he was sent to prison on
embezzlement charges.
After several hard years,

McLain made a comeback
and went into radio. Good
for him.

Tommy John, 
1972, #264

If Lindsay Wagner was
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Gas Up Draws Biggest Crowd Yet

A Case steam-powered tractor stole the show at Saturday’s Gas Up in
Gallupville. This weekend will also offer fun at the event!

Visiting kids are brought around in a former Catskill Game Farm Nash
“Firetruck” around the festivities and show Saturday.

Ed Dure and Judy Dure, both of Wynantskill on a John Deere lawn tractor
during Gas Up.

Brian and Josh Trudell of Rhinebeck work on a 1902 Fairbanks steam en-
gine.

Jeff LaCourse and Steven Seigers, both of Greenfield, NH look at the en-
giner of a 1948 Jeep owned by Seth Winship (back), of Hampton, NY.

Terry Sanford of Cobleskill, Kevin Lamica of Vorheesville, and Ben Borst, of
Schoharie check out this vintage Sears lawn tractor last year.

Preston and Everette Stewart, of Schoharie man the ice cream booth during
the Gas Up Saturday. Delicious home-made ice cream was available for all.

A steam-powered threader brought a lot of interest. Photos by David
Avitabile.

HELP WANTED
Charlotteville General Store  is accepting employment  applications for the following positions: Deli/ Counter Helper

Information can be obtained at 668 Charlotte Valley Road Charlotteville, NY 12036 or by calling 
607-397-9330.
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Tragedy in Ashland
Truck Crash Kills Driver, Hits Two Houses

A smoldering shell is all that is left of one residence after a construction vehicle descending steep
West Settlement Road onto State Route 23 in Ashland apparently lost its brakes, smashing into and
completely obliterating a second residence, creating what one volunteer firefighter described as “an

inferno.” The truck was reduced to a charred frame.

Greene County coroner Gerard Buckley (front right) and a team of county
sheriff investigators and local volunteer firefighters serve as in-the-field

pallbearers for the body of a woman killed in Ashland, Wednesday.

Excavation crews care-
fully do what must be
done to uncover the

body of a  Callanan In-
dustries truck driver in

still-burning wood,
steel and blacktop.

Removal of the remains took over 4 hours as investigators and excavation
teams were forced to dig through tons of hot road asphalt and steaming

rubble from two burned houses.

By Michael Ryan
ASHLAND - Four gru-
eling hours passed as ex-
cavation teams painstak-
ingly  dug through steam-
ing asphalt, melting steel
and burning wood in
search of the driver of a
runaway truck that
crossed Route 23 and
plowed into a home on
Main Street in Ashland,
on Wednesday afternoon.
The female driver,
working with a blacktop-
ping company repaving
the State highway, was
killed and two buildings
were destroyed by a
swiftly ignited and tem-
pestuous fire that made
any rescue attempt hu-
manly futile.
Greene County sher-
iff’s office investigators
had not released the
name of the woman by
press time. Her remains
were removed at 6 p.m.
by county coroner Gerard
Buckley, sheriff’s inves-
tigators and volunteer
firefighters.
The fully-loaded truck,
trapped beneath a thick
pile of debris, was re-
duced to an unrecogniz-
ably charred, metal
frame.
No one was home at
the residence at the time
of the accident, around
1:45 p.m.  Shane and
Laura Decker, the resi-
dents, were left homeless
as the building was oblit-
erated by the truck’s im-
pact and ensuing blaze.
The second building,
just east of the home,
was previously con-
demned and unoccupied.
No other injuries were
reported as firefighters
from six units responded
to the scene, at the base

of steep West Settlement
Road.
Investigation was con-
tinuing into the gruesome
accident, apparently the
result of a brake failure.
Department of Trans-
portation officials said
the extensive repaving
job would be shut down
on Thursday.
It is not the first time
a fatality has occurred at
the same spot and it was
not known why the driver
was descending West Set-
tlement Road from hilly,
rural County Route 10,
rather than traveling on
major thoroughfares.
The truck reportedly
would have been headed
from the South Bethle-
hem area to Ashland as
part of a caravan of heavy
duty vehicles, typically
packed with asphalt ready
to pour.
Excavation crews using
front end loaders were
forced to delicately sift
thru still-flaming, smoky
rubble, trying to reach
the buried truck cab.
A tarpaulin was re-
spectfully spread across
the dig zone as the search
got close to Ground Zero
and numerous firefight-
ers, their faces streaked
with soot and emotion,
stayed at their posts until
the victim was carried
out.
Heat from the fire,
which was reportedly also
charged with diesel fuel,
was so searing it melted
the siding of a home
across the street.
Officials at the scene
said a greater tragedy
was averted when a flag-
man and a paving crew
passed by the bottom of
West Settlement Road

only minutes before the
mishap.
Volunteers from Ash-
land led the multiple-de-
partment response team
with  mutual aid from
companies in Windham,
Hensonville, Prattsville,
Jewett and Lexington, as
well as ambulance crews
from Ashland and Wind-
ham.
Traffic was diverted
away from downtown
Ashland well past the nor-
mal workday return trip
home.
It was uncertain if
repaving would resume,
Friday, as well-known
Callanan Industries inc.
resurfaces a nearly 10-
mile stretch of the busy
highway from Prattsville
to the Windham town
line.
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BETTER THAN HEARSAY

Working on Whatchamacallit
By Michael Ryan

WINDHAM - It could
amount to nothing or some-
thing historic in Windham
as a special committee is
set to be formed connected
to the writing of zoning laws
or land use regulations, de-
pending upon who you ask.
Town supervisor Thomas

Hoyt, last week, reported
members of the group have
been tentatively picked,
awaiting approval by the
town council.
That approval is expected

to come at the council’s
next meeting, on June 23,
composed of a few folks
who were part of the recent
updating of the town’s Com-
prehensive Plan and a few
newcomers.
The revised Master Plan

is an update of a 2002 doc-
ument, setting forth eight
primary Goals and Objec-
tives and the intent to get
them done.
Goal # 1 is to “maintain

local control over land use
while promoting quality
commercial growth that is
in keeping with the existing
character of the town,” the
document states.

And the way to get that
accomplished is to “establish
a zoning committee to draft
a zoning law for the town
board’s consideration.”
While local officials prefer

to call it an “implementation
committee,” given the sordid
reputation of the “Z Word”
in Windham, it is what it is
and the timing could not be
more relevant.
Multiple development

projects emerged, this year,
that would have a significant
impact on relatively undis-
turbed areas in the com-
munity, transforming them
forever from rural hideaways
to busy spots.
One housing plan in par-

ticular, on 134 acres along
Galway Road, could double
the number of residences
on that quiet country byway,
a slow-but-sure change
stretched out over several
years.
A second major develop-

ment, a health and wellness
center, came before the plan-
ning board, this spring, lo-
cated in the Big Hollow re-
gion of the remote Maple-
crest Valley
And a year or two ago,

plans for a corporate dollar
store were presented to the
planning board, near the
juncture of South Street and
Route 296, met with stiff
resistance by some residents
and business owners.
None of those projects

have yet been okayed but
considerable controversy
has arisen around them,
centered on a familiar co-
nundrum - the definition of
property rights - which is
accentuated in the Com-
prehensive Plan.
In a “Did You Know?”

section of that document
related to Land Use Regu-
lations, it states, “zoning op-
ponents often cite an in-
fringement of property rights
and question the authority
of local government to reg-
ulate how they can use their
land.
“However, the New York

State Legislature, through
Town Law Article 16, has
implicitly empowered Town
Boards to exercise its police
powers to regulate land use
as follows: 
“For the purpose of pro-

moting health, safety, morals,
or the general welfare of

the community, the town
board is hereby empowered
by local law or ordinance
to regulate and restrict the
height, number of stories
and size of buildings and
other structures,” the doc-
ument states.
Limits can further be

placed on, “the percentage
of lot that may be occupied,
the size of yards, courts,
and other open spaces, the
density of population, and
the location and use of build-
ings, structures, and land
for trade, industry, residence,
or other purposes,” the doc-
ument states.
It is expected the work

of the Implementation Com-
mittee will touch upon other
goals and objectives, such
as providing a wide-range
of housing opportunities
and expanding recreational
opportunities.
Sights will also be firmly

set on protecting open space
and natural resources and
promoting economic devel-
opment while diversifying
the economy, maintaining
local infrastructure, preserv-
ing Windham’s historic char-

acter and improving local
transportation facilities.
How that all plays out,

and how any hint of zoning
is received by the commu-
nity, is uncertain although
two elements are certain.
The new Master Plan, in

its Introduction, notes that,
“creating an advisory com-
mittee to draft the town’s
first zoning ordinance” was
similarly a top priority in
2002, quickly falling by the
wayside.
And supervisor Hoyt, who

was part of the recent
rewrite, has said, “back in
2002, there wasn’t much
follow-up. It basically got
thrown in the file and left
there. That shouldn’t be the
approach this board should
take.”
A generation ago, mention

of the “Z-word” was enough
to start trouble. Although
the topic was raised by gov-
ernment leaders, it was
quickly dismissed based on
the tenet “don’t tell me what
to do on my land.”
Realities are now different,

evidenced by an increasing
number of people moving
to the mountains and a
dwindling of untouched ter-
rain that is the reason many
people already live here or
want to be here.
The presence, too, of the

NYC Dept of Environmental
Protection and its intense
land acquisition program
has put previously unfelt
pressures on officials to re-
define Self Rule.
According to the revised

Master Plan, “now, more
than ever, the town of Wind-
ham should consider im-
plementing stronger land
use controls (including zon-
ing) to assist with planning
for future growth in a more-
proactive manner.
“Public outreach conduct-

ed during the development
of the 2002 Comprehensive
Plan, as well as this 2021
update, suggests that a ma-
jority of the community sup-
port adoption of a zoning
law,” the document states.
Of those who responded

to surveys seeking local in-
put for the rewrite, 58 per-
cent were in favor of a zon-
ing law….9 percent were
against…33 percent were
undecided, the document
states.
Many committee conver-

sations will unfold and nu-
merous public hearings will
take place before any legis-
lation reaches the light of
day in Windham, whether
it is called zoning or land
use rules or whatever it is
called.

Local community focus is
returning.  In the mid 1900’s,
the focus shifted from Main
Street USA to shopping malls
and from there was the birth
of the big box stores all
while the popular and fa-
miliar mom and pop busi-
nesses were closing down
everywhere.  The days of
personal connection were
going away.
So corporate America was
born and bigger seemed
better, but was it better over-
all for us ? 
Prices were slightly better
but the taskmaster became
the bottom line and cus-
tomer care and kindness re-
tired early.  We traded our
uniqueness for a number.
Mr and Mrs. America be-
came customer #D451 and
not Bob or Mary Jones. 
In a twist of fate, staying
home during the pandemic
reunited us all and if one
ventured out at all, it was
only to a neighborhood store
and then straight home.  We
once again could see the
value of connection and
trust.  America wanted to
do business with someone
they knew and felt comfort-
able with, and not a faceless
corporate bean counter.  Bar-
code check outs were not
far away.
Close to home here in the
Catskills while the nation
endured a paralyzing pan-
demic,  Ed Ullmann of the
mountain top community
pharmacy Wellness Rx, fig-
ured out that corporate phar-
macy and healthcare in
America were under-serving
those that needed help the
most and found a way to
change that immediately.
He designed a blueprint to
open America’s first com-
munity nonprofit pharmacy,
for the public good of all
and mostly to help tomor-
row’s kids.  He would con-
vert his Tannersville location
to a nonprofit business mod-
el to protect it and save it
from corporate raiders and
then open the first “Phar-
macy for the Public Good”
in Phoenicia in the summer
of 2022.
After striking a deal with
Mike Riccadella, a local busi-
nessman and Phoenicia
restaurateur, who had just

the perfect vacant space
available, he and Ed would
breathe wellness back into
it.  
A lifetime capitalist, Ullmann
knew that he could do more
for the community as a non-
profit business, but would
the community feel the same
way?  Ed placed his spotlight
on healthcare and wellness
as a must have anchor for
strong and thriving commu-
nities in alignment with ed-
ucation and libraries, strong
town government, services
and infrastructure.  But how
would he make it work ?
The deal was set and now
Ullmann shared his idea to
those who lived in Phoenicia.
The set up a grassroots
fundraising campaign and
with their emotional and fi-
nancial partnership, Wellness
Rx would return pharmacy
and wellness services to a
hamlet on the rebound, left
barren of primary healthcare
services, several years ago.
Ed first met with Jay Jacobs,
a home-bred, successful busi-
nessman and two time and
current Chairman of the New
York State Democratic Party.
Jacobs grew up locally and
now runs many thriving busi-
nesses, including many beau-
tiful summer camps and the
superb Shandaken Inn, with
a fantastic dining room.  After
a pleasant greeting, the two
men sat in the Inn’s plush
lounge and Ed answered
Jay’s questions about what
Ed was going to do with his
vision.  Within thirty minutes,
Ed was smiling and on his
way back to Wellness Rx
with a deal that if Wellness
Rx could raise fifty thousand
dollars, Jay Jacobs would
match that amount in kind.
Within two weeks time, Ed
reached back to Jay to let
him know his challenge had
been met by the very next
potential donor he met.  Two
meetings, one hundred thou-
sand dollars raised.  The vi-
sion overnight had become
real and Wellness Rx Phoeni-
cia was well on its way to
opening this summer.
The real “beauty” of all of
this activity is that this deal
was pulled together by the
community itself and not in
a corporate boardroom.  A
six figure donation for Well-

ness Rx in the heart of Shan-
daken was literally “cut” in a
hair salon on main street.
For fifty years, Debra Jo
Bower, who owns Debra Jo’s
Unisex Hair Styling, has been
beautifying Phoenicia from
the neck up for several gen-
erations of local and loyal
families. For Debra Jo, these
are her friends, her family
and recently, she helped cre-
ate a new “look” on Main
Street in Phoenicia by intro-
ducing two of her local cus-
tomers to each other.
Ed has been getting his
haircut from Debra Jo for
many decades and they al-
ways share what is going on

in their lives with each other
and what is the local buzz.
When she heard of Ed’s
plans to reopen a drug store
that will change the wellness
industry in her town, she
went to work planning and
scheming.
She placed another local
client right after Ed’s ap-
pointment and introduced
the two men to each other.
The other gentleman was
also connected to the medical
industry.  Darrell Fontenot
and his wife Mary are local
attorney’s from Mount Trem-
per and Darrell works on
patents for Moderna.  As
you can imagine, he has

been very busy over that
last few years
Mary and Darrell are from
the south (Louisiana) but
have worked in and lived in
the northeast in Boston and
New York City for a few
decades now and they love
living here in the Catskills,
especially since they can
work remotely.  A big plus
these days.
“People who work in NYC
for a long career have a
place to escape to for the
weekend and my cousin rent-
ed a place up here and so
we wanted to do that too.
My cousin told me that Shan-

daken, Pine Hill and Phoeni-
cia were the places to be so
I wrote it on a yellow sticky
and I put it on our dresser
top in our bedroom. It was
there for six years and after
911 we needed a place to
escape to from the city,”
said Darrell.
Ed had two very successful
meetings back-to-back with
Jay Jacobs and then Darrell
and Mary Fontenot, one or-
chestrated by Debra Jo, the
hair stylist.  She has a quaint
salon on the outskirts of
Phoenicia and she was the
catalyst that created this
deal.

LEGISLATURE STUFF

Lexington (a.k.a.) Prattsville
By Michael Ryan
LEXINGTON - Nobody

seems to know much
about the cell tower pos-
sibly coming to the town
of Lexington which is a
bit discombobulating
since it supposedly has
everything to do with
communication.
Greene County Legis-

lature members recently
decided to set aside $2
million in federal Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act
funding for broadband
improvements where
they are most needed in
the county.
The county has also

set up a program in part-
nership with the four ma-
jor local providers to help
get the task done, mean-
ing Mid-Hudson Cable,
Margaretville Telephone,
Charter Spectrum and
State Telephone.
And lawmakers, at a

Finance Committee meet-
ing this week, awarded
the job of building an
emergency services tow-
er at the Hunter town
hall for $504,500 to Mid-
State Communications
and Electronics, in
Oriskany.
It was the lower of two

bids, with the second bid
at $607,300, paving the
way for a project put in
motion two years ago be-
fore getting delayed by
various permitting issues
and the pandemic.
Plans call for a 100-

foot, mono-pole tower,
serving as a relay point
for linking towers on
Hunter Mountain and in
Twilight Park.
So county officials are

pursuing multiple av-
enues for bringing 21st
Century hookups to the
backwoods and back-

roads led by county ad-
ministrator Shaun Gro-
den and Economic De-
velopment director War-
ren Hart.
Neither Groden nor

Hart nor anybody else at
the county level, however,
has been contacted about
this tower in Lexington
and a fifth provider, Ver-
izon, apparently didn’t
get the memo about the
partnership.
Meanwhile, Prattsville

town historian Carolyn
Bennett has received a
letter from EBI Consult-
ing senior architectural
historian Michelle Hous-
ton.
The letter is an “invi-

tation to comment” on a
proposed 154-foot mono-
pole telecommunications
facility to be built by Ver-
izon Wireless at 199
County Route 13 in
Prattsville.
“We are only seeking

comments related to the
proposed project’s po-
tential effect to historic
properties,” the letter
states, a very preliminary
part of the approval
process related to Native
American or other vital
landmarks.
All of that is well and

good but the letter has
created a bit of a stir in
the town of Lexington,
where the tower would
actually be constructed.
There are a lot of zon-

ing and other regulatory
hoops to jump through
before that happens but
the whole situation has
already got Lexington
town supervisor Jo Ellen
Schermerhorn as riled
up as Yosemite Sam.
While stopping well

short of calling anybody
a varmint, Schermer-

horn, in a phone inter-
view said, “I live two
parcels below where
they’re talking about put-
ting this tower and I can’t
imagine what they’re
thinking.
“Putting a tower there

would not solve our im-
mediate shortfall. Where
we really need coverage
is from the municipal
building (along Route 42)
to West Kill then up the
valley to Spruceton and
out into the notch.
“There is no reception

there. None,” Schermer-
horn said. “I get most of
my service from Hunter.
When I’m at the bottom
of my driveway, I have
some reception then I
lose it at the fishing hole
(along route 23A).
“Then it switches over

to the Prattsville tower
at Airport Road (between
Lexington and
Prattsville). It makes no
sense, putting it where
they’re putting it. It
makes more sense to put
it on Beech Ridge Road.”
Making matters worse

is the weird fact that,
“they’re contacting the
wrong people. This drives
me crazy,” Schermerhorn
says.
“We heard about this

tower a while ago, It nev-
er went anywhere. It nev-
er came before our plan-
ning board. We thought
they changed their mind.
“Now we’re hearing

about it from Prattsville,”
Schermerhorn said, not-
ing Bennett reached out
to Lexington officials
about the letter, having
previously lived in Lex-
ington, a.k.a. Prattsville.
Bennett has intimate

knowledge of the infa-
mous mail route perplex-

ities that have plagued a
list of victims including
the U.S. Census Bureau
and now, apparently, Ver-
izon and EBI Consulting.
Letters and packages

can contain a Prattsville
mailing address but are
deliverable to Lexington
turf, a frustrating sce-
nario over the years.
“Even though I live a

half-mile from the post
office, I had a heck of a
time doing my census
recording,” Schermer-
horn says, still a tad
Yosemited.
“I had three different

people knocking on my
door telling me I didn’t
fill the census out even
though I kept telling them
I had done it online.
“Everybody on that

road lives in Lexington
but for some reason they
have it listed as
Prattsville,” Schermer-
horn said. “They’re miss-
ing the boat.”
Things could go even

more haywire before this
is all over. In a phone
chat, Houston, the EBI
letter writer, said she had
sent notice of the tower
to the local newspaper,
mentioning a publication
based in…wait for it…
Hudson.
Not sure where she got

her information but the
privately-owned Moun-
tain Eagle is the official
newspaper for Lexington
and Prattsville. Houston
reacted to that detail as
if she didn’t know we ex-
isted.
Maybe this new tower

will get built on the other
side of the Rip Van Win-
kle Bridge. If it does, it
better be a big one or
Houston, we have a prob-
lem.

Wellness RX Shows Community Focus is Returning
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Out Lexington Way
By Christine Dwon
Thank you to all who

purchased baked goods
and donated to the West
Kill Ladies Aid bake sale
that was held at the Lex-
ington Farmers Market on
June 11.  Your support is
greatly appreciated.
Hunter-Tannersville Cen-

tral School Summer Food
Program will be held in
the Hunter Elementary
school cafeteria on week-
days July 5 – July 19.
Breakfast will be served
from 8 a.m – 9 a.m. and
lunch served 11 a.m. to
12 noon.  No grab and go
options available at this
time.  This program pro-
vides free breakfast and
free lunch to anyone age
18 and under.  Everyone
welcome.
The Thrift Store, 7889

Main Street, Hunter, will
be open with limited hours
in June.  Tentative schedule
is Tuesdays 2 p.m. - 6 p.m.

and Saturdays 12 p.m. - 3
p.m.  Schedule subject to
availability of volunteers
for each day.  This year the
days will be expanded in
July and August to include
Thursdays.
Happy birthday to Fran

Melodia on Friday, June 17.
June 17 Elizabeth Boyle

Haines has her birthday.
Moriah Gallagher also

celebrates her birthday on
June 17.
Happy birthday to Alden

“Skeet” Constable Saturday,
June 18.
Tuesday, June 21 is Kathy

Jordan’s birthday.
Best wishes to all.
The next Lexington

Farmers Market will be Sat-
urday, June 25, under the
pavilion at the Lexington
Municipal Building, 3542
Route 42, from 10 a.m. to
1 p.m.
The following is the week-

ly nutrition menu offered
by Greene County Depart-

ment of Human Services
Senior Nutrition Program
for the week of June 20 –
June 24:   Monday—Fish
Florentine, prune juice, rice
pilaf, broccoli, fruit cup;
Tuesday—Salisbury steak
with onion gravy, Au Gratin
potatoes, spinach, pears;
Wednesday—Birthday cel-
ebration—Chicken Divan,
mashed potatoes, Brussels
sprouts, birthday cake;
Thursday—Knockwurst
with sauerkraut*, carrots,
baked beans, strawberry
shortcake (*low sodium
diet substitution—BBQ
chicken); Friday—Tuna
macaroni salad over mixed
greens, cucumbers and
tomatoes, coleslaw, fresh
fruit.  All persons over the
age of 60 can receive a
meal.  Meals served at noon
for a suggested donation
of $4 per meal.  Those
wishing to receive a meal
are required to call the re-
spective location at least a

day in advance:  Jewett
Municipal Building, Route
23C, Jewett, 263-4392;
Acra Community Center,
Old Route 23B, Cairo, 622-
9898; Robert Antonelli Sen-
ior Center, 15 Academy
Street, Catskill, 943-1343;
Town of Coxsackie Senior
Center, Mansion Street, Cox-
sackie, 731-8901; River-
town Senior Center, 39 Sec-
ond Street, Athens, 945-
2700.
The Kaaterskill UMC

Roast Beef and Strawberry
Shortcake Dinner will be
Tuesday, June 21, free will
offering, take out only from
4:30 – 6:30 p.m. at the
Tannersville Rescue Squad
Building.
The Tannersville Food

Pantry is held at the Tan-
nersville Village Hall on
Wednesday 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
and Saturdays 10:30 a.m. -
12:30 p.m.  Email kaater-
skillumc@gmail.com or call
518-589-6787 if you have

questions.
Saturday, July 9 come

over to the pavilion at the
Lexington Municipal Build-
ing for a free performance
by the High Peaks Blue
Grass Band.  Bring a chair
and a dish to share for the
covered dish supper at 5
p.m.  Music will begin at 6
p.m.
The 12th annual Thunder

in the Mountains Car show
sponsored by the West
Kill/Lexington Community
Improvement Association,
will be held Saturday, July
23 on the grounds of the
Lexington Municipal Build-
ing, 3542 Route 42 from 9
a.m to 3 p.m.  Vehicles
1995 or newer will have
their own class.  There will
be trophies, a 50/50 raffle,
gift basket raffle, food and
beverages.  Preregistration
is $10 and must be received
by July 16.  Call Mary at
518-989-6813.
Thought there were some

very hungry hummingbirds
because the feeders needed
to be refilled daily.  Wait,
what’s that?  It’s the rare
and elusive hummingsquir-
rel, back paws clinging to
the barn and reaching over
and drinking from the feed-
er!  
Prayers for all who are

dealing with loss, difficulties,
illnesses, healing and our
country, Ukraine, the world.
Thank you to all the

healthcare providers, law
enforcement, firefighters,
EMS, dispatchers, volun-
teers, essential and front
line workers, truck drivers,
farmers, our military, their
families and so many more.
Sunday, June 19 is Fa-

ther’s Day.  To Dads every-
where, Happy Father’s Day!
Until next week take care,

be thankful, be humble, be
courteous, be kind to one
another.  Your act of kind-
ness may change some-
one’s life.

Ashland Speaks
By Lula Anderson
There are things in life

that we take for granted,
until we lose them.  As
you know, I have macular
degeneration, and as my
eyesight dwindles, I think
of all that I used to be
able to do, but can no
longer do.  Judy had
cataract surgery last
Thursday.  For a while
now, she had a hard time
writing, reading, and just
doing stuff.  Her first eye
was done in 2021, and
she had a far distance

lens put in.  As the right
cataract hardened, it was
hard to focus and even
walk.  As of yesterday,
she can read without
glasses, and see the com-
puter screen.  Reading
my mail is easier now, as
she doesn't need to look
for her glasses to be able
to help me.  I wish there
was a way to bring back
my eyesight, as well as
all of those elderly whose
macular is getting weaker.
As cataract surgery has
improved, maybe we will

soon see help for others.
Are you looking for a

job now that your benefits
have run out?  Do you
like working with Senior
Citizens?  Would you like
a full time job with Greene
County benefits?  The
Jewett Nutrition Center
has an opening for a full
time food service aide.
You would be helping in
the dining room, and de-
livering meals for the
homebound.  You would
get full County benefits
including health insurance

and sick and vacation
time. You must pass a
drug test and background
search,  but the work is
relatively easy.  If Sal,
who is a young 80, can
do it, so can you.  Call
the Greene County De-
partment of Human Serv-
ices to apply at 518-719-
3555. 
On Sunday, June 12th,

more than 50 gathered
at the VFW Windham to
give well wishes to Pastor
Choi as he moves to a
church in Manhattan on

July 1rst.  The food was
abundant and everyone
enjoyed the fellowship.
Craft Classes for WAJ-

PL Golden Agers will be-
gin this Wednesday.
Stained Glass, taught by
Albin Beckmann and
Janet Armstrong will have
an introductory class
starting at 10 am,  The
following weeks they will
begin at 9.  Albin has
learned a new technique
that he wants to pass on
to you, as well as tradi-
tional work.  Come and
make  a masterpiece.   At
noon, Judy and Vicky will
be teaching ceramic class-
es.  Bring your old worn
out lawn ornaments for
refurbishing, or go on a
road trip to Jefferson to
pick up some new pieces.
You will see them come
to life before your eyes.
Don't forget the club
meetings are on the first
and third Mondays start-
ing at 1 at the senior hall
downstairs in the Wind-
ham Town Hall in Hen-
sonville.  
There are still a couple

of openings for the trip
to BoothBay Harbor,
Maine.  Plus dinner shows
at the Brownstone and
Log Cabin.  Call Mary
Louise at 518-622-3397.  
Prayers and condo-

lences to the family of
Dennis Martin who
passed on Thursday.  He
was a retired game war-
den for the area.  Sym-
pathy to the family of Jim
Briggs , the son of Tom
and Jackie who passed.
Continued prayers for

Anita Drum, Pat Ferris,
Maurice Mudge and
MaryAnne Ferris. 
AS I REMEMBER IT
In the 50's and 60's,

there was a full service
garage/ gas station on the
property where the Wind-
ham Fire House is now
located.  It was run by
Don Crandell, Crandell's
garage.  Don and his wife,
Honey, lived on Vets Road.
At the time, full service
meant just that.  Full serv-
ice.  They would pump
your gas, check your oil
and wash your windshield
every time you needed
gas - no matter if you
needed one gallon, or a
complete fill up.  You
went to the garage for
oil changes, tire changes

and rotation, new batter-
ies, battery check, change
light bulbs, fuses, check
the water in your radiator,
and antifreeze level.
Don's garage had two
bays, and a pit that you
drove over, versus the lift
that we have in repair
shops, today.  When my
oil change was done, Don
said I could take her away,
and while backing out,
caught the bumper on
the doorway.  That was
the last time I was allowed
to drive in or out of his
garage. 
While sorting out some

old papers, I found an
old sales receipt book ,
or rather copies of bills
from the account I had.
Remember when you
went into a business and
each customer had their
own bill pad, the kind
with carbon paper copies,
which were kept on a
shelf in a box.  Your name
was on the binder top of
the pad so the clerk could
just pull out your account.
You got one receipt, and
the top copy stayed in
the book.  This booklet
was from March 9 thru
June 23, 1961.  Gas at
the time was 2 gallons
for 75 cents, 5 quarts of
oil was $2.75, and a
grease job was $1.25.  I
could always be sure of
getting service because I
paid on my account reg-
ularly.  The top showed
the current balance while
each service had it's own
line.  Payments were im-
mediately deducted from
the total.  No computer
was necessary to keep
tabs on who owed what.
If I wanted $1.00's worth
of gas, I got 3 gallons.
Enough to get me to work
and back.  
Our local businesses

trusted us, and gave us
service.  They knew us
by name, and kept tabs
on when we needed serv-
ices.  Now we have to
hunt down a garage for
repairs, and there are no
family owned gas stations.
Washing your windshield?
Now you're lucky if there's
water in the container
when you want to wash
your own.  You can't get
your tire pressure
checked, and not even
air is free.  So much for
the good old days!

The Prattsvile Scoop
Good luck to all with their

vegetable gardens.  Strange
start for the seeds and trans-
plants.  The catalpa trees
down the mountain are in
full blossom but – isn’t there
always a but – every stage
of their growth brings work
with the cleanup from their
spent blossoms, to their
seed pods to their autumn
leaves.  So enjoy others
trees without the work.
Sympathy and prayers

for the family of former
Prattsville resident Peggy
Becker (Mrs. John) Wilkins
on her recent death on June
14 in Florida.  Our own
Peggy Young is her daughter
and she and husband Jim
Young are currently in Flori-
da with the family.  Peggy
Wilkins was our one time
Postmaster for a number
of years She leaves behind
her husband John of 67
years,three daughters Peggy
Young, Johanna Friedel of
McKinney, Texas and Karen
Martel from Ocala, Florida,
also grandchildren and great
grandchildren.  Peggy
Wilkins was also the first
cousin of Virgil E. Deyo.
Virgil's father Ed Deyo and
Peggy's mother Gertrude
Deyo Becker were brother
and sister.  All are in our
thoughts and prayers.
Eva Irwin of LIttle West

Kill is in need of speedy re-
covery wishes.  Eva recently
had a misstep and fell, re-
sulting in a broken bone in
her arm.  Eva continues to
be active and it is hard to
keep a good woman down.
Feel better Eva  and rest.
Cards can be sent to Eva

Irwin, 146 Don Irwin Rd,
Prattsville, NY 12468
Happy Birthday to Sandy

Traver and Alan Huggins
on June 18.  On June 20
we wish Don Speenburgh
Happy Birthday.  Happy
Birthday to Al Creazzo on
June 21.  Erin O’Hara Meyer
and Ken Maurer are wished
Happy Birthday on June
22.  Happy Birthday to Pat
Smith on June 23.
News:  Send to gur-

leyrv@gmail.com or call
518-299-3219.  

Post 291.  It is a sight to
bring pride and joy to all.
Thank you Post 291. 
The Reformed Church of

Prattsville had another suc-
cessful Chicken BBQ this
past Saturday.  All the food
was sold so you know there
were a lot of happy lunch-
eon/dinner guests that day.
Cathy Martino, Marianne

Krauss and Ginny Gurley
attended the Greene County
American Legion Auxiliary
meeting on Saturday at
Greenville American Legion
Post 291.   Unit 291 pro-
vided a luncheon that could
be classified as dinner –
chicken parm, penne, tossed
salad, garlic bread and
dessert with coffee, tea –
iced or hot.  Cathy and Mar-
ianne came home with the
distinction of being elected
1st Vice President and 2nd
Vice President, respectively,
of this organization.  Con-
gratulations.  American Le-
gion Auxiliary Virgil E. Deyo
Unit 1327, after a delayed
start for the Poppy distri-
bution, is doing quite well.
Thank you to all, either
locals or out of town per-
sons, for your support of
our veterans in need.  All
the proceeds will go towards
the Annual VA Christmas
Celebration.  And would
like to remind all veterans
if you are in need of assis-
tance, please contact the
Unit at 518-299-3219.  We
are here to serve and help
veterans.  Post 1327 and
Unit 1327 always welcome
new members with lots of
activities to enjoy and take
part in.  “Still Serving”.
Thank you veterans for your
service. 
Bob Hermance of Lex-

ington was in Oklahoma re-
cently to help Carrie get
some home chores accom-
plished.  Do miss Carrie,
Bob is lucky to be able to
visit her often.  Bob’s brother
Frankie was able to be out
and about on Saturday, being
chauffeured around.  Re-
gardless, he was able to get
out and enjoy friends and
the weather.  Good health
Frankie.

donated one of her framed
photographs to the 9th Floor
at Stratton VAMC.
Our sympathy to the fam-

ily of Jimmy Briggs on his
recent passing.  Jimmy al-
ways had his full smile to
share with you and we are
sad to lose it. 
Get well wishes seem to

be working.  Mary and Ron
Cline and Diana and Arnold
Jaeger are all out and about.
Mary and Ron and staying
at home and Diana and
Arnold – well – they are try-
ing.  Stay healthy you four.
And our get well wishes
continue for John and Peg
Wilkins, parents of Peggy
Young.
It was good to see Tom

and Wanita Jaeger Marquit
of Castleton-on-the Hudson.
Tom grew up in Prattsville,
son of Lyle and Freda Mar-
quit, and gifted a lot of good
memories to many.  It isn’t
everyone who can be thrown
out of the Red Carpet of
long ago in Stamford but
he did have company in this
fete.  Wanita was less trou-
blesome and calmed Tom
down a bit.  Good people.
Hello to Gail Partridge, not
sure of her last name now.
Gail is the daughter of Eddie
and Dawn Becker Partridge.
She was in the Gilboa
Conesville CS Class of ’75.
Greetings to Debbie and
Steve Hubbard of Gilboa.
They are here for the sum-
mer months and enjoy Flori-
da in the winter month.
Nice arrangements.
Check out the Veterans

and Military Family  Re-
source Fair at Greenville
American Legion Post 291
on Thursday, June 23, 3 – 5
PM, hosted by NYS Senator
Michelle Hinchey in part-
nership with Assemblyman
Chris Tague, Greenville
American Legion Post 291
and Greene County Veterans
Service Agency.  The address
for Greenville American Le-
gion Post 291, 54 Maple
Avenue, Greenville, NY
12083.  If you attend, be
sure to stop by The Field of
Flags sponsored by the
Greenville American Legion

By Abby and Gabby
PRATTSVILLE – Happy

Father’s Day to all those
wonderful fathers who set
a fine example for all chil-
dren.  Thank you and keep
up the good work.
Hope you observed Flag

Day in some form or another.
Old Glory continues to be a
symbol of Freedom and
Hope.  Honor and Defend
the Stars and Strips.
Continued thanks to our

medical professionals, EMTs,
first responders, essential
workers and all who make
it possible for us to have a
comfortable life.
Congratulations to all

2022 Graduates of our local
school and a special shout
out to Gilboa Conesville CS
seniors.  We are proud of
you.
The service on Thursday

evening and Friday after-
noon were truly an honor-
able and lovely tribute to
the life of Betty O’Hara, fol-
lowed by a reception at the
Zadock Pratt Museum.  Lots
of laughter, what else would
there be for Betty, and fond
memories.  She was there
in spirit.
Jim and Roxie King en-

tered family for a few days.
The Kings enjoy their large
family and relish the time
they are able to spend to-
gether.
Mary and Dan Mundy of

Huntersfield were enjoying
dinner at the Prattsville Tav-
ern.  Mary had the sad news
to relate that her sister Mar-
guerite Rocholl had died.
Marguerite and husband Ted
lived on Old Ferris Farm
Road.  They attended St.
Philip Neri RC, Grand Gorge,
and were very active in the
VA Christmas Program.
Every year they would pur-
chase gifts and wrap them
at the Gurley home.  Mar-
guerite was a semi profes-
sional photographer, more
professional than semi, and
always took the pictures at
the wrapping party.  She
also wrote a memoir of her
childhood and adult years.
Our sympathy to Mar-
guerite’s family.  Marguerite
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Groundskeeper / Laborer Wanted

Landscaping, Pruning, Mowing
Tractors and Mowers • Experience Required

Prattsville/Lexington Area 
Reliable Transportation a Must
Speak to Sal (516) 220-1928 

or (516) 458-9113

4th Graders Learn Local History with Fun
POTTER HOLLOW / TOWN OF CONESVILLE - All of the 4th graders from Greenville Central attended the program that was held at the Potter Hollow One-

Room school and at Cotter Equestrian's indoor ring and the owner's front porch. 
The day started with everyone getting a brief introduction to the day's activities, then each class went to one of the following sessions every half hour with

brief breaks in between.  Threatening thunderstorms forced the classes to be held at the school, in the indoor ring and on the porch.  (usually they are in tents
on school grounds). Information courtesy Linda Mormile and photos courtesy Greeneville Central School.
The day ended with lunch and square dancing.  Lloyd Potter, a professional musician and caller from the area, led the dancing. 

Art Forman is a retired 8th grade social studies teacher who enthusiastically
demonstrated tinsmithing and metalworking.  He engaged the students in his pres-
entation and has even demonstrated his skills during an early morning PBS pro-

gram.

Above and below: Linda Mormile is a retired business teacher who attended Potter
Hollow school for grades1-3.  She explained the routine of a typical day in a one

room school and answered student questions regarding 8 classes in a single room.

Far left: Ian Corcoran is a Medusa, New York, resident
who has built his own post and beam barn in Medusa
with lumber he milled and cured.  After researching,
Mr. Corcoran created the tools he would need to build
his barn and then showed the students how to do the
same with equipment for a miniature barn.  The stu-
dents participated in the project. Mr. Corcoran is em-
ployed as a riverboat captain who guides ocean ships

up the Hudson to the Port of Albany,
Center left:  Paul Kelly presented the "music of the

1800's and 1900's.  He is a retired GCS science teacher.
His presentation consisted of showing instruments of
the 1800's and 1900's and playing music correspon-

ding with that time period.

Greene County Man Pleads Guilty to 
Attempting to Entice and Transfer Obscene Material to a Minor

ALBANY – Thomas
“Tommy” Squires, age
37, of Cairo, pled guilty
on June 14 to attempting
to coerce and entice a
14-year-old child to en-
gage in sexual acts with
him.
The announcement was

made by United States
Attorney Carla B. Freed-
man and Janeen DiGu-
iseppi, Special Agent in
Charge of the Albany
Field Office of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation
(FBI).
As part of his guilty

plea, Squires admitted
that between July and
August, 2020, he sent
graphic, sexually explicit
text messages to an un-
dercover investigator
who was posing as the
14-year-old child.
In those messages,

Squires repeatedly asked
the child for naked pho-
tos and sent photos of
an erect penis to the
child. 
Squires further asked

to meet the child in per-
son at a location in Cairo
in order to engage in
sexual acts with the child
in his car. 
On August 19, 2020,

Squires traveled from his

residence in Cairo to the
pre-determined location
to meet and have sex
with the child.  Squires
was encountered by law
enforcement upon his ar-
rival and arrested. 
Squires faces at least

10 years and up to life
in prison, a fine of up to
$250,000, and a term of
post-imprisonment su-
pervised release of at
least 5 years and up to
life.
Sentencing is sched-

uled for October 12,
2022 in Albany before
United States District
Judge Mae A. D’Agosti-
no.
A defendant’s sentence

is imposed by a judge
based on the statute the
defendant is charged with
violating, the U.S. Sen-
tencing Guidelines, and
other factors. Squires will
also have to register as
a sex offender upon his
release from prison. 
This case was investi-

gated by the FBI and its
Child Exploitation Task
Force, which includes
members of federal, state
and local law enforce-
ment agencies.  This case
is being prosecuted by
Assistant United States
Attorney Rachel L.
Williams as part of Proj-
ect Safe Childhood.
Launched in May 2006

by the Department of Jus-
tice, Project Safe Child-
hood is led by United
States Attorney’s offices
and the Criminal Divi-
sion’s Child Exploitation
and Obscenity Section
(CEOS).
Project Safe Childhood

marshals federal, state
and local resources to
better locate, apprehend
and prosecute individuals
who exploit children via
the Internet, as well as
to identify and rescue
victims. 
For more information

about Project Safe Child-
hood, please visit
https://www.justice.gov/ps
c.
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Local Worship Services
Resurrection Lutheran

Church
186 Main Street, Cairo,

NY 12413
(518) 622-3286 /

www.RLC.life
Online Worship (after

8:15am)
Inside Worship (8:15am,

9:15am & 10:30am)
Sunday School & Bible

Study (9:15am)
Barnerville United
Methodist Church
224 Shady Tree Lane
Howes Cave
Sunday at 8:30 AM
Greek Orthodox
Church of the 
Assumption

State Rte 23     Windham,
New York 12496
(518) 734-4631           as-

sumptionwindham@gmail.c
om
Hope Restoration
Christian Fellowship
117 State Route 296,

Windham
518-734-3826
www.hoperestora -

tionchurch.net

HELP WANTED
The Town of Jewett Highway Department 
is accepting applications for full time 
employment. Good benefits. Additional 

requirements/ benefit information available
when picking up application. Applications
may be obtained at the Town of Jewett Town
Clerks office Monday thru Thursday between

10:30am and 2:30pm.

Sundays 11:00 AM
Find us on Facebook
Tent Services begin June

26th
Living Faith Commu-

nity Church
54 Route 56, Maplecrest,

NY
518-734-4275
Sundays at 10:30 am
Find us on Facebook
Jewett Presbyterian

Church
53 Church Street, Jewett,

NY
518-424-2919

Sundays 10:00 AM
Find us on Facebook
Mitchell Hollow 
Mission Church

893 Mill Street, Windham,
NY
518-332-7669
Sundays at 11:15 AM
www.Mitchellhollow.org
Windham-Hensonville
United Methodist

Church
5296 Route 23, Windham,

NY
518-734-4122
Sundays 10:00 AM

Find us on Facebook
St. Theresa of the Child
Jesus Catholic Church
5188 Route 23, Wind-

ham
518-734-3352
www.Sainttheresas.wee-

bly.com
Lexington / West Kill
United Methodist

Church
54 Greene County Route

13A
Lexington NY 12452
AM Church Service 9:30

Sunday morning

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

Notice of Complete Application
Applicant:  CARVER SAND & GRAVEL LLC
494 WESTERN TPKE
ALTAMONT, NY 12009
Facility:   ASHLAND SAND & GRAVEL
12187 State Route 23
Ashland, NY 12407
Application ID:  4-1920-00001/00001
Permits(s) Applied for: 1 - Article 23 Title 27 Mined Land Reclamation
Project is located:  in ASHLAND in GREENE COUNTY
Project Description:
The applicant has applied for a modification to their existing Mined Land

Reclamation Permit for the Ashland Sand & Gravel facility in the Town of
Ashland, Greene County. The proposed modifications include: 1) adding
approximately 17.4-acres of excavation and mining support area, resulting
in an increase of the permitted Life of Mine from 59.1-acres to 73.8-acres,
2) removing 2.7-acres from the Life of Mine along the northern perimeter,
3) lowering the final floor elevation in the bluestone/shale quarry from
1,615-ft. amsl to 1,570-ft. amsl, and 4) increasing the number of final
benches from 13 to 14. The proposed 17.4-acre expansion will consist of a
new bedrock excavation area, new haul road, forested buffer areas, and an
overburden storage area.
Availability of Application Documents:
Filed application documents, and Department draft permits where appli-

cable, are available for inspection during normal business hours at the
address of the contact person.  To ensure timely service at the time of in-
spection, it is recommended that an appointment be made with the contact
person. State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Determination
Project is a Type I action and will not have a significant effect on the en-

vironment.  A coordinated review with other involved agencies was
performed and a Negative Declaration is on file.
SEQR Lead Agency  NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
State Historic Preservation Act (SHPA) Determination
A cultural resources survey has been completed and cultural resources

were identified.  Based on information provided in the survey report, the
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
(OPRHP) has determined that the proposed activity will have no adverse
impact on registered or eligible archaeological sites or historic structures.
No further review in accordance with SHPA is required.
DEC Commissioner Policy 29, Environmental Justice and Permitting

(CP-29)
It has been determined that the proposed action is not subject to CP-29.
Availability For Public Comment                
Comments on this project must be submitted in writing to the Contact 
Person no later than 07/15/2022 or 30 days after the publication date of

this notice, whichever is later.  
Contact Person
EVAN H HOGAN
NYSDEC
1130 N Westcott Rd
Schenectady, NY 12306
(518) 357-2454

LOCAL HISTORY WITH JONATHAN PALMER

George Clarke and the Canajoharie and Catskill Railroad, Part II

This detail of a map made by Charles Van Orden shows the lots of the Lin-
desay Patent overlaid by the street plan of the Village of Catskill. The area
in the red box is the site of a lot leased by James Millard which had previ-

ously held the turntable and buildings of the Canajoharie and Catskill Rail-
way. Courtesy of Greene County Real Property Tax Service.

When the Erie Canal
was fully opened to nav-
igation in 1825 the Vil-
lage of Catskill was left
behind. The audacious
new canal represented a
revolution in commercial
shipping; supplanting the
wagon once bound for
Catskill with the barge
bound for Albany. In a
few short years what had
once been an important
hub on several westerly
turnpikes was relegated
to what many Catskill
businessmen saw as the
economic dustbin. For
these entrepreneurs the
good times had ended,
and it would only be
through equally revolu-
tionary measures that
Catskill’s relevance in
state commerce could be
redefined. 
It wasn’t supposed to

have gone down this way.
Probably by nature of its
size, geography, and a
little luck the land which
comprised the 490 acres
of John Lindesay’s Patent
had been left sparsely
settled until the close of
the Revolution. It was in
those first years of the
new Republic that Lt.
Gov. George Clarke’s
great grandson returned
to the United States to
take control of his fami-
ly’s North American as-
sets. Throughout the
1790s George Clark, Esq.
found ready and willing
business with the droves

of New Englanders seek-
ing new opportunities on
their way west. Upon his
and his fellow propri-
etor’s lots in the Lindesay
Patent a new village
sprang up from nothing.
In just over a decade the
boom town of Catskill
Landing became the ter-
minus of major western
turnpikes and the seat of
the government of the
new County of Greene.
This boom lasted until
the completion of the
Erie Canal transformed
the status quo of com-
mercial shipping in New
York State, cutting
Catskill out of a system
in which it had recently
been an integral part. 
The blow struck by the

Erie Canal did not go
unanswered. In 1830 the
State of New York grant-
ed a charter to some
Catskill businessmen in
order that they might po-
tentially strike a blow in
return. The charter was
for a railroad designed
to redirect Albany-bound
freight by making it more
timely to offload from
the canal at Canajoharie
and ship goods by rail to
Catskill where sloops
would complete the jour-
ney to New York. Essen-
tially the plan called for
a railroad to restore
Catskill’s status quo and
preserve the shipping in-
frastructure that had al-
lowed the Village to to

grow and flourish for thir-
ty years previous. The
only hiccup in the plan
was the railroad itself —
a new, expensive, and
largely untested technol-
ogy that presented the
railroad’s directors with
a slew of logistical chal-
lenges.
When construction on

the railroad finally got
underway in earnest in
1836 the turntable,
pumps, and workshops
of the railroad were ap-
parently constructed
more or less on the
grounds that now com-
prise one of the parking
lots along water street
used for the Greene
County Government
building; specifically the
lot adjoining Crossroads
Brewing Company. The
fact that the actual loca-
tion of this terminus was
lost to time is somewhat
surprising, considering
that the Canajoharie and
Catskill Railroad’s history
and extant documenta-
tion have been closely
scrutinized for well over
80 years. Outside of
George Clarke’s lease of
land to James Millard for
a lumberyard no maps,
deeds, or manuscript ma-
terials describe the loca-
tion of the terminus and
its contents so precisely.
Millard’s lease, located

in the Greene County
Clerk’s office in Deed
Book 34, page 17, de-
scribes the parcel: “Be-
ginning at the south line
of lot no. 6 in the first
division of Lindsey’s [sic]
patent and upon the west
side of Water street and
running from thence
northerly along the west
side of said street to the
north line of said lot no.
6, thence westerly to the
Catskill [creek], thence
southerly down and along
the same to the south
line of said lot no. 6,
thence along said line to
the place of beginning.
Excepting thereupon the
right and privilege the
Canajoharie and Catskill
Rail road to use the said
rail road running through
the same as long as said
rail road is used between
Catskill and Potter Hol-
low. Also excepting the
right or privilege of said
company to use or take
away the turn table, well
pump, and buildings
upon the said premises
at any time during the
use of said road as afore-
said without obstruction.”
Questions and com-

ments can be directed to
Jon at archivist@gchsi-
tory.org
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VACANCY NOTICE
POSITION: SENIOR ACCOUNT CLERK / TYPIST
Competitive Schoharie County Civil Service Position
(Civil service position candidates must be reachable on the existing eligibility list.

If there is no mandated eligibility list, candidates will be considered for provisional
appointment. Continued employment will be contingent on successfully passing the
required examination and being reachable on the eligibility list.)
START DATE: July 2022
SALARY: ased on Non-Teaching Association Contract (40 hrs/week), FT, 12-

month position with benefits
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:
(A)Graduation from a regionally accredited or New York State registered college

or university with an associate degree with at least twelve (12) semester credit hours
in bookkeeping or accounting, OR
(B) Graduation from high school or possession of a high school equivalency

diploma AND two (2) years of clerical experience which shall have involved
bookkeeping or accounting. 
*Part-time employment can be pro-rated to count towards full-time (based on

number of hours worked per week) and a higher level of education can be pro-rated
for experience up to a year.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: June 21, 2022
CONTACT: Jack Etter, Superintendent

Gilboa-Conesville Central School
132 Wyckoff Road 
Gilboa, NY  12076

Please forward the following application materials to the address above:
• Letter of Interest
• Resume
• Schoharie County Application for Employment
The Gilboa-Conesville Central School District herby advises students, parents,

employees, and the general public that it offers employment and educational
opportunities without regard to sex, race, color, national origin, or handicap.
Inquiries regarding this non-discrimination policy may be directed to:
Title IX Coordinator
Gilboa-Conesville Central School

Windham-Ashland-Jewett CSD
Board of Education and AFC 

Meeting Dates
2022-2023 - School Year

AFC Meetings at 4:15 PM (unless otherwise noted)
in Superintendent’s Office

BOE Meetings at 5:00 PM (unless otherwise noted)
in the School Library

July 1, 2022- Audit Finance Committee – 2:15pm
Reorganization and Regular Meeting – 3:00pm

August 10, 2022
September 14, 2022
October 12, 2022
November 9, 2022
December 14, 2022
January 11, 2023
February 8, 2023
March 8, 2023
April 12, 2023

May 17, 2023 (The 1st Wednesday after
the Annual Meeting Budget

Vote)
June 14, 2023

Budget Hearing – May 9, 2023
Annual Meeting – Budget Vote and 

Election – May 16, 2023

Gianna’s Creations Bakery Brings Magic to Windham
By Michael Ryan

WINDHAM - There is a
little shop called Gianna’s
Creations, along Route 23
on the eastern outskirts of
Windham, that might be too
irresistible to pass if you
like pretty and fun cookies,
cakes, pies and such.
And oh yeah. They taste

pretty sweet too. The new
bakery popped up this
spring, at Easter, but the
proprietor, Gianna Levine,
has been at this basically
since she was big enough
to handle a mixing bowl.
“I want to say I was ten

years old when I started.
My aunt asked if I wanted
to help her make pecan and
pumpkin pies for Thanks-
giving,” Levine says, mean-
ing auntie Maria Papadopou-
los.
“She loved them so now,

every Thanksgiving, it’s my
job,” says Levine, a Wind-

ham-Ashland-Jewett school
graduate.
Baking, more accurately,

is her passion, “By the time
I was fourteen, I was actually
asked to cater the Dog Fair
at C.D. Lane Park,” Levine
says.
She was also providing

goodies for Sweet 16 parties,
Candy Buffets at high school
proms and doing “all kinds
of imaginative things” in the
kitchen.
Wearing the WAJ cap and

gown in 2018, Gianna
gained admission to the
prestigious Culinary Institute
of America before getting a
diploma.
“There was no Home Eco-

nomics class when I was at
WAJ. I was upset about
that,” Levein says. “Then I
found out about the North-
ern Catskills Occupational
Center in Gorge Gorge.”
Enrolling in BOCES, she

learned how to prepare
everything from steaks and
burgers to biscuits and can-
noli, from scratch, initiating
a career she had not even
fully envisioned.
It began at home with

auntie’s pies and the never-
ending encouragement of
her mama, Lisa Levine. “I’ve
been told by other people,
since I was younger, that I
wouldn’t be able to do what
I’m doing,” Gianna says..
“I am very blessed to have

had the support of my family
on this journey, my grand-
parents, my mom, my aunt
and my sisters Ashley and
Alexandra.”
Gianna definitely dreamed

of having her own brand,
studying Business Manage-
ment and taking baking
classes at the CIA, but it all
happened sooner than she
ever thought possible.

It shouldn’t have come
as a surprise. She finished
four years in three years at
the CIA, then served an in-
ternship at Turning Stone
Resort & Casino in Verona
before returning to her roots.
She worked as a sous

chef at the popular Mill Rock
Restaurant, across the street
from her high school alma
mater, leaving there to open
what she proudly calls “a
one woman show” at Gian-
na’s Creations.
Those creations include

breads, pies, an orange cus-
tard-filled puffed pastry
(known as Sfoigliatelle down
in the Big Apple but Lobster
Tails up here in the country)
and other-worldly Italian tri-
colored cookies.
“Oh my gosh, they are

like magic in your mouth,”
Levine says of the multi-
hued cookies blending apri-

cot, raspberry, almond and
chocolate, politely refusing
to divulge her total secret
recipe.
The shop was recently a

trip down Memory Lane for
its owner, hosting Mrs. Cor-
rigan’s kindergarten class
at WAJ, teaching them how
to decorate cupcakes. “They
were so cute,” she says.
“You should have seen

their eyes light up when I
told them what we were go-
ing to do. I remember these
kids when they were just
babies.
“When I started kinder-

garten (after moving from
Queens to the mountains
with her family), I was in
class with Mrs. Corrigan’s
daughter Meghan.
“Now, here I am,” Gianna

says. “It’s nice to have a
local kid go out and do well
and come back to be part

of the community.
“I want to supply people

with a place where moms
can bring their kids to have
a party and at some point I
definitely want to become a
teacher.
“BOCES changed my life

and I would love to do that
for other people. I’m only
21 years old so I am letting
the waves flow.”
Gianna’s Creations, lo-

cated at 4802 Route 23
(across from Brooksburg
Road), can fulfill weddings,
baby showers, birthday par-
ties, etc. 
Hours are 8 a.m. to 4

p.m., Thursday-Saturday, 9
a.m. to 2 p.m., Sunday. Visit
the in-house cafe or, for in-
formation and orders, tele-
phone (518) 750-8020 or
leave a Facebook private
message.

Far left: Chocolate cream and fruit pies, Mascar-
pone and fresh-baked breads are just a few items

available at Gianna’s Creations.

Left: Gianna’s Creations Bakery comes straight
from the heart and kitchen of Windham-Ashland-

Jewett graduate Gianna Levine.

Above: Stop by the in-house cafe or order and
pickup, whichever is your fancy.

Yoga for Gardening with Pamela Martin at Mountain
Top Arboretum 

Cost of Admission: Sug-
gested donation of $10  
Sessions run Wednesdays

from June 15-September
15; Class is from 3:15-4:15
(feel free to join us  before-
hand for volunteer garden-
ing!) 
Join us for outdoor* yoga

classes led by Pamela Martin
and other local yoga teach-
ers. Learn tips  and tricks
to avoid injury, and to help
support the body during
gardening and yard work.
A  stretch and strength class
appropriate for multiple lev-
els. Please bring a mat,
water, sunscreen  and
bugspray. Wear comfortable
clothing you can move in.  
* in case of inclement

weather, sessions will take
place indoors in the Educa-

tion Center. Masks  required
indoors. 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO

VOLUNTEER? 
This program starts just

after our garden volunteering
ends. Go to  
https://www.mtarbore-

tum.org/volunteer to find
out about our volunteer op-
portunities.  
LOCATION: Mountain

Top Arboretum 
DATE: Recurring from

June 15-September 15 
TIME: 3:15-4:15 pm 
ADDRESS: 4 Maude

Adams Road, Tannersville,
NY 12485  
EMAIL: info@mtarbore-

tum.org 
PHONE: 518-589-3903 
WEB SITE: www.mtar-

boretum.org
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FOR SALE
6 chairs lite cedar color with a good

padded turquoise seat cushion-- 
rest quality 
$150 set 

6 chairs white leather on dark stained
base.

$180 all in great condition 
Treadmill for Sale

Call Steve 9174538763 

HELP WANTED

Coming Up at the Mountain Top Library
Thursday, June 30th, 10

am - 2 pm: "Work Pays"
Free Job Seeker Services
with Columbia-Greene
Workforce. For more infor-
mation, call 518-697-6510.

Friday, July 1st, 2 pm:
"Story Time @ The Moun-
tain Top Library" Join us
for a weekly story & craft,
all summer long

Tuesday, July 5th, 2 pm -
4 pm: "Get Started with the
Library's Free E-Resources."
We want to help you with
Hoopla & Overdrive. No ap-
pointment necessary, just
bring your phone, laptop,
or tablet, and you will be
on your way to FREE e-
books, streaming audio-
books, movies, magazines,
music, and more!

Wednesday, July 6th, 10
am "Family Yoga with Jen
Bradley" Weekly classes dur-
ing July & August. All ages
& levels welcome, bring a
mat!

Wednesday, July 6th, 11
am "Leave  No Trace" Eco-
Friendly Hiking Tips Work-
shop, hosted by Whale of a
Trail Adventures. Part of
The Mountain Top Library
Environmental Education
Series.

Friday, July 8th, 7 pm:
"Catskill Mountain Founda-
tion Artist Lecture, with Su-
san Beecher."

Saturday, July 9th, 1 pm:
"Worm Composting 101 @
Fromer Market Gardening"
with Devon Russ & Dede
Thorpe, Cornell Cooperative
Extension Trained Master

Gardeners. Get pro tips on
this efficient and sustainable
technique! This program is
in partnership with the Li-
brary of Local.

Saturday, July 9th-July
16th "Story Walk in the
Woodland" A Collaboration
Between The Mountain Top
Arboretum & The Mountain
Top Library. Follow the story
at The Mountain Top Ar-
boretum.  Supplies for a re-
lated craft will be available.
The Mountain Top Arbore-
tum is located at 4 Maude
Adams Road, Tannersville,
NY

Monday, July 11th - Thurs-
day, July 14th, 2 -4 pm"Art
Camp for Kids with Rochelle
Gracia" Open to ages 6 14,
this program is made pos-
sible through a grant pro-
vided by C.R.E.A.T.E. Reg-
istration required, please
call 518-589-5707.

Thursday, July 14th, 10
am - 2 pm: "Work Pays"
Free Job Seeker Services
with Columbia-Greene
Workforce. For more infor-
mation, call 518-697-6510.

Friday, July 15th, 7 pm:
"Catskill Mountain Founda-
tion Artist Lecture, with Wal-
ter Martin & Paloma Munoz"

Saturday, July 16th, 10
am: "Belly Dancing with
Donna Barrett" Learn the
basics of this fun & tradi-
tional dance form.

Weekly / Ongoing
Mondays @ 3 pm: "Local

History Round Table":  All
are welcome to join us for
an informal weekly gather-

ing of lovers of local history!
Feel free to bring stories
and pictures to share. Re-
freshments will be served.

Tuesdays @ 10 am: "Joy-
ful Yoga" is back! Join in-
structor Mary Jude Cohen
for this One hour session
of poses designed to release
stress and elongate spine
and muscles. Both beginners
and advanced yogis will de-
velop flexibility & strength
as we progress together
over the weeks. Bring a
mat!

FREE Seeds at the Moun-
tain Top Library! Visit the
Gardening Hub for tools,
seeds, soil, books & more!

In partnership with the Li-
brary of Local.

Thursdays @ 4pm: Lego
Club is Back at the Mountain
Top Library! All are welcome
to join us for our weekly
challenge. Let's Build To-
gether!

FREE Covid-19 Rapid
Test Kits now available at
the Mountain Top Library.
Each kit contains two tests.
Stop in and pick up yours
today!

FREE Face Masks Avail-
able at the Mountain Top
Library, Courtesy of Greene
County Emergency Services.
Stop in and get your masks
today!

Fresh off the Press! Pick
up your copy of  "Simply
Homemade," a community
cookbook compiled by the
Mountain Top Library. Your
$15 donation will support
the Mountain Top Library

The Great Giveback is
BACK! The Mountain Top
Library Is Collecting Non-
Perishable & Personal Care
Products for the Tannersville
Food Pantry! Bring Your
Donations To the Library
During Our Hours of Oper-
ation. If You Have Any Ques-
tions, Please Call Us @ 518-
589-5707

"Buck-A-Book!" Library
Books Sale fundraiser. We've

got books, movies, games,
and CDs, - all for ONLY $1
each. 

"Get Assistance with
Healthcare": The Healthcare
Consortium is accepting ap-
pointments for the third Fri-
day of each month. Please
call  518-822-9600 ext. 300
for scheduling.

Community Recovery
Group:  Fill up your em-
powerment tool box &  in-
quire about this opportunity
for recovery, growth, and
support, presented by the
Mountain Top Cares Coali-
tion. Contact Mary Ellen @
518-410-4175 or MaryEl-
lenHoltzman1@gmail.com

Fortepiano Concert Tomorrow
HUNTER - The Catskill

Mountain Foundation’s
Academy of Fortepiano Per-
formance presents Pierre
Goy & friends: A Fortepiano
Concert,” on June 18, at 8
p.m. at the Doctorow Cen-
ter for the Arts in Hunter,
NY.

Pierre Goy returns from
Switzerland for his second
concert at the Doctorow
Center.  He will be joined
by some of the young artists
who are attending the Acad-
emy of Fortepiano Perform-
ance festival and workshop.
The student concert will
take place June 18 at 2
pm.

Mr. Goy has become
known as one of the most
versatile and thoughtful

performers on historical
instruments. 

Having studied with
prominent European teach-
ers, including Fausto Zadra,
Esther Yellin, and Vlado
Perlemuter, he is equally at
home playing Romantic vir-
tuoso repertoire as 18th
century music for the harp-
sichord and clavichord.

His discography includes
piano music by Chopin,
Liszt, and Mozart, as well
as harpsichord music by
A.L. Couperin.

Pierre Goy is the creator
of the Rencontres Interna-
tionales Harmoniques
which has brought together
instrument makers, musi-
cians, musicologists and

museum curators around
historic instruments every
two years since 2002.

Goy teaches piano at the
Conservatory of Vevey and
at the Conservatory of Lau-
sanne, where he also shares
his passion for early music
by organizing seminars on
ancient instruments.

At the Haute Ecole de
Musique de Geneve, he
teaches clavichord and pi-
anoforte in the Department
of Early Music.

For more information
and tickets, visit
catskillmtn.org. General ad-
mission tickets are $25,
and are available both on-
line and at the door.  The
Doctorow Center for the
Arts is located at 7971 Main

Street, Hunter. 
The Catskill Mountain

Foundation’s (CMF) aim is
to provide educational op-
portunities in the arts for
youth and lifelong learners,
to bring the experience of
the arts to the Catskill com-
munity, and to support
artists and art organizations
in the development of their
work through residencies. 
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Get the most out of 
your lawn this spring.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-855-407-0973

50%
OFF*

Save now with

Your First Application

WINDHAM-ASHLAND-JEWETT CSD
Anticipated Vacancy
PK-12 Building Principal

The Windham-Ashland-Jewett CSD seeks an exceptional 
student-centered educational leader to assume the role of
PK-12 Building Principal on or before September 1, 2022.
WAJ provides a quality education in a safe rural environment
for about 330 PK-12 students and seeks a leader to build
upon our past successes. The successful candidate will

demonstrate the knowledge and the character to do what is
best for children educationally and developmentally one 
decision at a time.  Demonstrated excellence in teaching,
student and staff management, significant involvement in 
‘student life beyond the classroom and the ability to lead
others by example are required. This is a building-level 
position with a competitive salary (commensurate with skill
andexperience) and comprehensive benefits package.

Please send cover letter, resume, a copy of administrative
certificate, transcripts, and names of references with contact

information to:

Mr. John Wiktorko, Superintendent of Schools
Windham-Ashland-Jewett Central School

PO Box 429 
5411 Route 23 Main Street
Windham, New York 12496

Please respond ASAP but no later than July 8, 2022.

Lexington Survey Given to
Town in Preparation for

Distribution
By Michael Ryan
LEXINGTON - The whit-

tling down process is be-
ginning with the town of
Lexington’s rewrite of its
aged Comprehensive Plan.
A survey aimed at gath-

ering input from as many
people as possible has
been prepared and is first
being given to government
leaders on a test basis,
determining if it is ready
for prime time.
Town council members,

along with town attorney
Tal Rappleyea and town
clerk Charlotte Jaeger,
were expected to receive
copies, last week, provid-
ing feedback on possible
modifications.
If it passes muster it

will be distributed through-
out the citizenry, hopefully
by the end of June, says
Jen Cawein, a Compre-
hensive Plan committee
member and the town
planning board chair-
woman.
The survey has been

formulated over the past
several months by Cawein,
former town council mem-
ber Lynn Byrne and resi-
dent Kim McGalliard,
joined by town supervisor
Jo Ellen Schermerhorn.
There are many more

questions than answers
about what Lexingtonians
envision for the future of
the town, at this early
stage.
But that is precisely the

purpose of updating the
existing Master Plan which
dates back to the early
2000’s with numerous so-
cietal changes being wit-
nessed since then and
more undoubtedly on the
horizon.
Considerable input has

already been been received
through brain-storming
sessions between mem-
bers of the planning board,
zoning board and town
board as well as residents.
“I’m really proud of what

our townspeople have
done. I believe this survey
will be quite good,” Cawein
said in a telephone inter-
view.
A consultant has been

brought in to help compile
and organize the survey
results, funded by a
$10,000 Hudson Valley
Greenway matching grant.
While the professional

advice of expert Nan
Stolzenburg is invaluable,
“we are making it a spe-
cific fit for our town,”
Cawein said.
“We want a diversity of

opinions on what people
think are the strengths
and challenges of our
town, the things they love
about Lexington and their
biggest concerns,” Cawein
said.
A lengthy list of ques-

tions has been assembled.
Answers are anonymous
and the survey will be ac-
cessible through multiple

sources, tentatively shoot-
ing for completion by the
end of this summer.
More public discussions

will follow, setting the stage
for Stolzenburg to put the
survey results in narrative
and orderly form, wanting
to have a draft version set
for required public hear-
ings and adoption by next
summer.
“We will be setting the

top priorities for the town
and how to implement
them based on all the input
we get,” Cawein said.
“This is everyone’s

chance to say what they
think about our future.
Nan has told us that with
a town of our size, we
would be lucky to get 200
to 250 survey responses.
We want to beat that num-
ber,” Cawein said.
Toward that end, the

survey will be made avail-
able on the town website
and “wherever people
gather,” Cawein said,
places such as the post
office, the municipal hall
and the bi-monthly Farm-
ers Markets.
A door-to-door cam-

paign will also be con-
ducted. “We want to con-
nect a face with what we’re
doing,” Cawein said.
“We did that with the

broadband effort and it
really worked,” Cawein
said, referring to the
town’s securing of 21st

Story continues on D1
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THE TAPESTRY WITH DR. DEBORAH HERODES

“Oh My Papa”
Having grown up in the

same home, which my
grandparents also occupied,
makes this old song lyric
so special to me.  My grand-
mother (Gram,) was what
one would expect.  She
ruled the roost in her quiet,
yet powerful manner, and
she took care of her hus-
band and children and
grandchildren and home
and gardens and, and, and.
Sun up, until way after sun-
set, she was working. My
grandfather (Papa) loved
her with all of his heart
and worked many jobs to
financially support his wife
and children, but when the
sun went down, and supper
was on the table, he was
DONE, with work, for the
day! After his meal, he re-
treated to his aging, green
arm chair, complete with
Chesterfields and me.  I
sat with him in his chair,
until I was too old to fit.
Fortunately, he stood 5 ft.5,
and due to grueling work,
never weighed more than
130 pounds.  While Gram
was running around clean-
ing up the dishes and put-
ting things away, and

preparing her work for the
next day, he sat with me
and ran math figures and
spelling words (just for the
fun of it,) told me countless
stories that my grandmoth-
er scowled at, and made
me feel like the most special
person on the planet.  He
never raised his voice to
me, but his impish smile
was ever present, whenever
I did something  he knew
would disappoint my moth-
er.
Week-ends were the time

I cherished most.  Television
was secondary, although
baseball games blasted
loudly in the background
from his black and white
television, because Friday
nights were for Pinochle!
The family would gather,
and even though I was very
young, I was allowed to
play, with Papa as my part-
ner.  Mom would sit out or
grandma would sit out, so
my sister and I could both
participate.  If you play
Pinochle, you know that
only 4 players are needed.
Those were such happy
nights!  On Saturdays, al-
though he worked most of

the day, he always found
time to shoot hoops with
me or play baseball with
my cousins and me.  Sun-
days were for church.
When you are small, church
takes forever, and he knew
that, so he always stocked
his pockets with winter-
green lifesavers; they took
the edge off my squirming
for a little while.
I look back now and re-

member the day I left for
college.  The sadness in
his eyes was hidden behind
the old cap he always wore,
but it was there.  My grand-
mother kissed me goodbye,
but when I went to kiss
him goodbye, he put his
hand up and said, “see you
later.”   I didn't understand
why he was hesitant to give
me a whisker-burn kiss, on
my cheek, like he had every
night of my life, but I soon
realized that he could
process my leaving better,
if he just said the same
words he said every day,
when I went off to elemen-
tary and high school.
As I left the old home-

stead, for the college dorms,
I knew I would miss him
more than anyone, more
than anything.  He never
judged me.  He never forgot
about me.  He never put
me off with the word, “later.”
He was at my graduation,

THE CATSKILLS GEOLOGISTS BY PROFESSORS ROBERT AND JOHANNA TITUS

Some Strange Erratics
From time to time we

have mentioned what are
called glacial erratics.
Those are mostly boulders
and large cobbles that had
been swept up by advanc-
ing glaciers and carried
south until the climate
warmed up. Then they
were left behind by the
melting ice. Our most re-
cent mention was Boulder
Rock on the Catskill Front,
south of the old Mountain
House Hotel site. That one,
like most of the others we
have seen, is composed
of typical Catskill blue-
stone; it’s just a local sand-
stone erratic. It didn’t travel
very far to get where it is.
But there are others that
are different. They were
picked up by glaciers
somewhere to the north,
and then carried to the
Catskills. They are com-

posed of lithologies that
can be quite different from
our local bluestone Let’s
learn about three of them.
One type this week, two
others the next two weeks.
The first is called

quartzite. See our photo.
As you might quickly
guess, quartzite is largely
composed of the mineral
quartz. In fact, it can be
99% quartz. Pure quartz
is typically nearly white.
It’s so white that you can
often spot these erratics
from a fair distance away;
they stand out in a crowd
of boulders. We like to
watch for them in stone
walls. Quartzite is a meta-
morphic rock. That is to
say that it had, long ago,
been caught up in a moun-
tain building event. It came
to be swallowed up in vast
thicknesses of sedimentary

rocks and then carried
deep into the earth’s crust.
Down there it was sub-
jected to enormous pres-
sures and equally enor-
mous heat. That “cooked”
the rock and we geologists
call that cooking meta-

morphism.
Quartz is very resistant

to change so the rock sur-
vives all this metamor-
phism largely unaltered.
It does however become
very solid and very hard.
We can look at it today

and pretty much tell what
it was like before all that
metamorphism. We gaze
into this rock and see a
pure quartz sand, much
like you would see on the
beaches of today’s Long
Island or New Jersey. It
would have been an even
more brilliant white way
back then. Look at our
photo again and see that
white and the stratification
within it. If this was not a
beach sand, then it was
quite possibly a nearshore
and very shallow water
deposit.
So, where did this er-

ratic come from? The an-
swer is that we don’t know.
We searched the literature
and asked around. It could
have come from the White
Mountains or the Adiron-
dacks. We checked with
a book written by our

friend, the late New York
State Museum geologist
Dr. Don Fisher. He de-
scribed the stratigraphy
of the northern Hudson
Valley and listed a number
of quartzites that come
from there. One quartzite
is likely to look much like
all the others so we just
can’t tell which one is
ours. Most likely, it was
swept up somewhere in
the Adirondacks and car-
ried to our region. We will
never know more than
that. But we can be sure
that it did come a great
distance to get to where
we are. This rock is a true
glacial erratic.
Contact the authors at

randjtitus@prodigy.net.
Join their facebook page
“The Catskill Geologist.”
Read their blogs at “the-
catskillgeologist.”

four years later, and
watched me (from a distant
farm house,) pack my bags
and move across the coun-
try, as he wouldn't come
home to say goodbye.
When I moved back to

New York State, and settled
in the same town I grew
up in, he was beside himself
with joy.  Pinochle games
were back, no more long-
distance phone calls and
special family days were
back on the calendar.
He walked me down the

aisle, asking the entire way
if I was sure I was doing
the right thing.  He held
my first daughter in his
arthritic, tanned hands and
decided to call her Johnny,
although her name was
Sarah.  He held daughter
number 2 and 3 in his
hands, as well, and they
began their journey with
the most special man on
Earth.
He's been gone a long

time now; both he and
Gram filled my life with so
much love.  I learned every-
thing I needed to know
about life from them, be-
cause my mother shared
us unselfishly and com-
pletely with her Mom and
Pop.
I am sure it must be ob-

vious from this writing that
I had no father present in

my life; he lived elsewhere
and there was no commu-
nication.  For many years,
I was sad that I was one of
the only kids I knew, who
didn't have a dad living at
her house.  These were dif-
ferent times and people
stayed together, even
though they might have
been miserable (no judg-
ment, just a fact.) But as
the years went by, I realized
that the circumstances that
took my father away, gave
me my grandfather, and
had my father stayed, I
never would have gotten
to spend every day of my
life with my best buddy of
the ages.  Things work out
like they are supposed to, I
guess.
This week-end, we cele-

brate our fathers.  Fathers
come in all shapes, sizes
and genders.  Some are
physically strong, some are
emotionally strong.  Some
dote on their girls, some
dote on their boys.  Some
work continuously away
from home, some work
continuously in the home.
Some disappoint us, some
delight us.  No matter who
your father is, no matter
what your father does, take
time this week-end to reach
out and thank those who
have given their all to you
and yours.  Take time to

go see them, especially your
grandfathers, and if you
live far away, call them
weekly to check in on them.
All fathers may not be equal,
but all fathers love to hear
from their kids and grand-
kids.
I miss my Papa, and every

Father's Day I think about
times we spent under trees
eating picnic lunches.  He
taught me to spit and paint,
and sing at the top of my
lungs (he worked on a
cemetery where I could do
that.) He gave me pride,
taught me the importance
of honesty and instructed
me to become a teacher
and principal (which I did.)
He slipped me a five-dollar
bill, every time I came home
for college, to spend on
myself, and we held on
tightly to our memories,
which at times, he told me
not to share with my mother
or grandmother, because
he would have received a
disapproving stare from
one of them.
I was with him on the

day he passed from this
world to the next.  Tears
still come, even as I write
this piece, because I know
that his love was what every
single person needs in
his/her life.  
Happy Father's Day Papa.

I have always loved you.

Lexington Survery, Continued from C8
Century cell phone and
internet service, led by
the late Bonnie Blader.
“Jo Elllen has recruited

volunteers for this and
we’re ready to go. We
want to reach people every
way we can,” Cawein said.
The survey, which will

be announced thru an
email blast and postcards,
will be wide-ranging and
wide open to opinion and
suggestion.
While not yet finalized,

the survey will likely be
related to:
—Positive or negative

changes in Lexington, as
each person views them,
and how they impact the

community.
—General questions

about where people live
and how long they have
lived here, their type of
residence or property own-
ership and who lives there
in terms of school-age chil-
dren, where they attend
school, etc;
—The primary reason

or reasons a person lives
in Lexington and what
type of commercial devel-
opment, businesses and/or
land uses should be en-
couraged or discouraged.
—The presence of the

Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP)
which owns over 3600

acre of land (making them
un-developable) and
whether more purchases
should be encouraged of
discouraged.
—An assessment of

town services such as the
highway department, town
hall, code enforcement of-
fice, etc. and the accessi-
bility of town officials.
Cawein said the updated

Master Plan would further
serve as a springboard for
re-evaluating existing zon-
ing rules and recently
adopted short term rental
laws, tying them all to-
gether for smoother ad-
ministration.

Windham-Ashland-Jewett School
Rocked at “Music in the Parks” Festival

By Michael Ryan
WINDHAM - The critics

raved and students from
Windham-Ashland-Jewett
School rocked at the re-
cent “Music in the Parks”
Festival.
WAJ’s junior and senior

band and chorus mem-
bers brought home some
hardware from their June
4 appearance at Westfield
University in Massachu-
setts.
There were no gimmes.

All band and chorus stu-
dents, under the direction
of Leslie Beauregard and
Annie Drewello, first had

to audition to earn a spot
in the ensembles.
Rising to the occasion,

the following students
met all audition require-
ments and were able to
hit the lights fantastic:
Logan Andrews, Piper

Cohane, Payton Dempsey,
Nevaeh Dippold,  Angeli-
na Domena, Sophia Dy-
jak, Casey Garraghan;
Gianna Garzone, John

Garzone, Brian Greene,
Christian Greene,
Kameron Greene, Char-
lotte Hamer, Isabella
Hamer, Kenzie Holdridge;
Aly Hoyt, Rhianna

Johnston, Avery LaPlace,
Tyler Lashua, Brianna
Leishear, Selina Li, Edwin
Lopez, John Lucania;
Gabe Maeurer, Luke

Maeurer, Amanda Nilsen,
Jayden Palumbo, Isabel
Pedrick, Jack Pellettier,
Zeta Pitti, Rhiannon Post,
Rory Pranchak;
Kayla Rusk, Ryan Rusk,

Devin Schlosser, Riley
Slater, Harrison Smith,
Jacob Sutch, Lada Svech-
nikova, Matt Weiman and
Lexi Weinberg.
“Music in the Parks” is

Story continues on D3
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HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED

Grand Gorge Senior Dining
Center Driver

Valid NYS driver’s license,
clean driving record. Ability to
relate well to senior citizens
and to help shut-ins stay inde-
pendent. 15 hours per week,
Monday through Friday, 10:00
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. $12.50 per
hour. Annual, Sick, and Paid
Holidays. Applications ac-

cepted until filled at Delaware
Opportunities Inc., 35430
State Highway 10, Hamden,
NY 13782, or Grand Gorge at
the Senior Dining Center.

Equal Employment Opportu-
nity MF/ F/ Disability/ Pro-

tected Vet
Help Wanted

CJL Builders - Help wanted. 
Experienced carpenters or
laborers. 518-629-6910.

Help Wanted
Delaware County/Upstate Ny:
Wolf Building is growing fast
and are looking for skilled car-
penters to join us! Hiring at dif-

ferent skill levels and
competitive pay rates. 

If you are interested in joining
our team reach out to us with
your experience/resume at

wolfbuildingcatskills@gmail.co
m

Help Wanted
Crossing Guard, PT Position 
Available, Sharon Springs

when SSCS is in session.  One
hour at a.m. & one hour at re-
lease time.  Duties include di-
recting children crossing in
front of SSCS, directing &
managing traffic in school

zone; knowledge of basic first
aid and ability to be firm, yet
courteous with the public.
Salary: $13.20/hr. Interested
candidates, please contact Vil-
lage of Sharon Springs at 518-

284-2625 or e-mail:
sharonspringsvillage@gmail.c

om
Help Wanted

Margaretville Senior Dining
Center Driver

Valid NYS driver’s license,
clean driving record. Ability to
relate well to senior citizens
and to help shut ins stay inde-

pendent. 15 hours per week,
Monday through Friday, 10:00
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. $14.40 per
hour. Annual, Sick, and Paid
Holidays. . Sign on bonus of
$250.00 after a month of em-
ployment. Applications ac-
cepted until filled at Delaware
Opportunities Inc., 35430
State Highway 10, Hamden,
NY 13782, or Margaretville at
the Senior Dining Center. Or
RAngerer@delop.org Equal
Employment Opportunity MF/
F/ Disability/ Protected Veteran

Status  
Help Wanted

Gerster Trucking Now Hiring
For: Class A CDL Drivers

Local - Tank Endorsement Re-
quired. Milk Pick Up Routes
Competitive Salary, Health In-

surance.
Help Wanted

Day Care Specialist
Bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion, child development, psy-
chology, human services or

related field, and/or four years’
experience in early childhood
education or community or-

ganization.  Develop and main-
tain a network of regulated day
care as well as provide child
care resource and referral
services in Delaware County.
NYS driver’s license and per-
sonal vehicle required.  35
hours per week. Salary range
$20.38-$24.32 per hour. Appli-
cations will be accepted until

the position is filled at
Delaware Opportunities, Inc.,
35430 State Highway 10,

Hamden, NY 13782 or JMont-
gomery@delop.org. Equal
Employment Opportunity M/
F/ Disability/ Protected Veteran

Status.
Help Wanted

The Catskill Watershed Corpo-
ration is seeking to hire a qual-
ified Administrative Assistant.
Duties may include a variety of
clerical and administrative
tasks such as answering tele-
phones, arranging meetings,
and managing schedules. Pro-
ficiency in Microsoft Office
products required.  Salary
$40,000. Excellent Benefits.
Please send resume to Mr.

Jason Merwin, 669 County
Highway 38 Suite 1, Arkville,

NY 12406.  EOE
Help Wanted

The Village of Middleburgh is
currently accepting applica-
tions for a part-time codes en-
forcement officer (10-15 hrs.
per week).  Candidates must
have the ability to enforce the
Uniform Code and conform to

the
requirements of 19 NYCRR
Part 1203 (Uniform Code:
Minimum Standards for Ad-

ministration and Enforcement)
and be up to date on all NYS
certifications.  Salary will be
commensurate with experi-

ence.
Please contact the Village of-
fice to request an application
and job listing minimum quali-
fications: 518.827.5143 or
middleburghnyvillage@mid-

tel.net.  

DISABLED VETERAN look-
ing for an aid in the Stamford
area. Flexible hours and flexible
days to do housekeeping and

some meals. 917-670-1647.
Help Wanted

Person to mow and weed
whack the West Kill Community
Cemetery. Contact Jim 518-989-
6363.

Help Wanted
ARKVILLE  - Summer helper,

part time, weekends. Some heavy
lifting and porting. Now through
October. Call David (607) 326-
6829.

Help Wanted
The Town of Middleburgh

Highway Department has an
open position for a Full time
Laborer. A CDL license is pre-
ferred but not required to apply.
Please stop at the Town Clerks
office, email the clerk at tn-
midd@gmail.com or call 518-
827-5100 for an application.

Help Wanted
Person to mow and weed

whack the West Kill Community
Cemetery. Contact Jim 518-989-
6363.

SERVICES
OFFERED

LEGAL ADVERTISING
RICHMONDVILLE,

NY, 12149, USA General
Purpose

LLC Public Notice
B LOOD L I N E S ,

TRIBES, STARFAMILY
LLC Arts of Org. filed
SSNY 2/3/22, Schoharie
Co. SSNY design agent
for process & shall mail
to Zenbusiness Inc. 41
State St #112 Albany, NY
12207 General Purpose
NOTICE OF FORMA-

TION OF LLC
The name of the LLC

is Cangelosi Self Storage,
LLC.  The Articles of Or-
ganization of the LLC
were filed with the Sec-
retary of State on De-
cember 12, 2021.  The
office of the LLC is to be
located in Greene County.
The Secretary of State is
designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served.  The address
to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy
of any process against
the LLC is 5560 Wash-
ington St., Prattsville, NY
12468.  The purpose of
the LLC is to engage in
any lawful act or activity.

LLC Notice
Dan Hanchett General

Contracting and Stone
Masonry, LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with SSNY on
04/22/2022. Off. Loc.:
Schoharie Co. SSNY de-
sig. as agt. upon whom
process may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: Daniel E. Hanchett,
176 Hill Road, Cobleskill,
NY 12043. General Pur-
poses.

LLC Notice
Notice of organization

of Sidney 5-7 Division
LLC under Section 203
of the Limited Liability
Company Law.
1.  The name of the

limited liability company
is Sidney 5-7 Division
LLC.
2.  Articles of Organi-

zation of Sidney 5-7 Di-
vision LLC were filed with
the New York Secretary
of State on April 13, 2022.
3.  The county within

this state in which the
office of the limited lia-
bility company is to be
located is Delaware Coun-
ty.
4.  The street address

of the principal business
location of the limited li-
ability company is:  61
Shotwell Avenue, Staten
Island, NY 10312.
5.  The Secretary of

State is designated as
agent of the limited lia-
bility company upon
whom process against it
may be served.  The post
office address within or
without this state to which
the Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any
process against the lim-
ited liability company
served upon him or her
is: Sidney 5-7 Division
LLC, 61 Shotwell Avenue,
Staten Island, NY 10312.
6.  The limited liability

company is organized to
carry on all lawful activi-
ties.

LLC Notice
Notice of organization

of Sidney 11 Division LLC
under Section 203 of the
Limited Liability Compa-
ny Law.
1.  The name of the

limited liability company
is Sidney 11 Division LLC.
2.  Articles of Organi-

zation of Sidney 11 Divi-
sion LLC were filed with
the New York Secretary
of State on April 13, 2022.
3.  The county within

this state in which the
office of the limited lia-
bility company is to be
located is Delaware Coun-
ty.
4.  The street address

of the principal business
location of the limited li-
ability company is:  61
Shotwell Avenue, Staten
Island, NY 10312.
5.  The Secretary of

State is designated as
agent of the limited lia-
bility company upon
whom process against it
may be served.  The post
office address within or
without this state to which
the Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any
process against the lim-
ited liability company
served upon him or her
is: Sidney 11 Division
LLC, 61 Shotwell Avenue,

LLC Notice
Notice of formation

domestic of MJM Earth-
works LLC. Articles of
Org. filed with NY Secre-
tary of State (NS) on June
11, 2021 office location:
Schoharie County, NS is
designated as agent upon
whom process may be
served, NS shall mail a
copy of any process
against the limited liability
company served upon
him or her to Michael
McCallion, POB 44,
Sharon Springs, NY
13459. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

LLC Public Notice
Notice of formation of

For All Time Altheim En-
terprises LLC, located in
Delaware County, NYwas
filed 3/18/22 with the NY
Secretary of State. The
Secretary of State is des-
ignated as agent of the
limited liability company
upon whom any process
against it may be served.
The address within or
without of this state to
which the Secretary of
State shall mail a copy of
any process against the
LLC is For All Time Al-
theim Enterprises LLC,
335 Gaffey Road,
Harpersfield, NY 13786.
Formed for any lawful
purpose.

LLC Notice
Notice of formation of

For All Time Altheim LLC,
located in Delaware Coun-
ty, NYwas filed 3/18/22
with the NY Secretary of
State. The Secretary of
State is designated as
agent of the limited lia-
bility company upon
whom any process
against it may be served.
The address within or
without of this state to
which the Secretary of
State shall mail a copy of
any process against the
LLC is For All Time Al-
theim Enterprises LLC,
335 Gaffey Road,
Harpersfield, NY 13786.
Formed for any lawful
purpose..

LLC Notice
Notice of Formation:

Sunrise Treats & Suites
LLC, Articles of Organi-
zation filed with Secretary
of State of New York
(SSNY) on 2/14/22. Office
location: Schoharie Coun-
ty. SSNY is designated as
agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail process to the LLC:
240 Franzen Road, Rich-
mondville, NY 12149.
Purpose: any lawful pur-
pose.

LLC Notice
NOTICE OF FORMA-

TION OF DOMESTIC
LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY; Name of LLC:
Krissy's Sparkle Cleaning
SVCS LLC; Date of filing:
July 7, 2021; Office of
the LLC: Albany Co.; The
NY Secretary of State has
been designated as the
agent upon whom
process may be served.
NYSS may mail a copy
of any process to the LLC
at Northwest Registered
Agent LLC, 90 State St,
Suite 700, Office 40, Al-
bany NY 12207; Purpose
of LLC: Any lawful pur-
pose.

LLC Notice
Notice of formation of

Create Inspiration LLC.
Articles of Organization
filed with the Secretary
of State of New York
(SSNY) on 1/21/22. Of-
fice: Schoharie County.
SSNY designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to
the LLC at 1531 Clau-
verwie Rd Apt 1, Middle-
burgh NY, 12122. Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose.

LLC Public Notice
Cornell Property Man-

agement,  LLC. Arts of
Org. filed SSNY 3/25/22,
Schoharie Co. SSNY de-
sign agent for process &
shall mail to 570 Guinea
Rd, Middleburgh, NY
12122, USA General Pur-
pose

LLC Public Notice
Skilled Cat Enterprises

LLC Arts of Org. filed
SSNY 3/29/22, Schoharie
Co. SSNY design agent
for process & shall mail
to THE LIMITED LIA-
BILITY COMPANY
337 PLOSS RD,

REAL ESTATE
Vacant Land

5 acres in Jefferson, NY. $35,000
90 acres in Harpersfield, NY, $285,000.

Delaware County Real Estate, 108 Main
Street, Stamford< NY 12167
(607) 652-3311 * www.delcoun-

tyrealestate.com * dcre@logical.net

but is not limited to:
Contract #1G: This

work consists of the
replacement of approx-
imately 260 linear feet
of 10’ wide existing
sidewalk and reloca-
tion of existing signage
and parking meters. 
A Pre-Bid confer-

ence will not be held
for this project.
Proposals shall be

submitted on bid forms
which are contained
in the detailed specifi-
cations available at
www. d e b i d d o c u -
ments.com beginning
on April 8th, 2022. Bid
Forms and associated
contract documents
will only be available
from the bidding serv-
ice.
Contract Docu-

ments may be exam-
ined at no expense on
line at the following
website: www.debid-
documents.com, or at
the office of Delaware
Engineering, D.P.C., 28
Madison Ave Exten-
sion Albany NY, 12203.
Digital copies of the

Contract Documents
may be obtained online
as a download from
the website: www.de-
biddocuments.com.
Complete hardcopy

sets of bidding docu-
ments may be obtained
from 28 Church Street,
Unit 7, Warwick, NY
10990, Tel: 1-877-272-
0216, upon depositing
the sum of One Hun-
dred Dollars ($100.00)
for each combined set
of documents. Checks
or money orders shall
be made payable to
Delaware Engineering,
D.P.C.  Cash deposits
will not be accepted.
Any Bidder requiring
documents to be
shipped shall make
arrangements with
REV and pay for all
packaging and ship-
ping costs. 
Any Bidder who

submitted completed
Bid Forms to the Vil-
lage of Middleburgh,
upon returning such
set in good condition
within thirty days fol-
lowing the award of
the contract or rejec-
tion of the bids, will
be refunded his full
payment. Deposits will
not be refunded to any
non-bidder (including
material suppliers, sub-
contractors, or those
that provide quotes to
Bidders). Questions
should be sent to
Robert Flores, PE via
email at
rflores@delawareengi-
neering.com or Fax at
(518) 452-1335.
Please note that

www. d e b i d d o c u -
ments.com is the des-
ignated location and
means for distributing
and obtaining all bid
package information.
All Bidders are urged
to register to ensure
receipt of all necessary
information including
bid addenda. Any Ad-
denda will be emailed
from bidding service.
Plan holders who have
paid for hard copies
of the bid documents
will need to make the
determination if hard
copies of the addenda
are required for their
use, and coordinate di-
rectly with REV for
hard copies of addenda
to be issued. There will
be no charge for reg-
istered plan holders to
obtain hard copies of
the bid addenda. 
Each bid must be

accompanied by secu-
rity in an amount not
less than five percent
(5%) of the amount of
the bid in the form and
subject to the condi-
tions provided in the
Information for Bid-
ders.  No Bidder may

Staten Island, NY 10312.
6.  The limited liability

company is organized to
carry on all lawful activi-
ties.

LLC Notice
Notice of organization

of Lanesville Property
LLC under Section 203
of the Limited Liability
Company Law.
1.  The name of the

limited liability company
is Lanesville Property
LLC.
2.  Articles of Organi-

zation of Lanesville Prop-
erty LLC were filed with
the New York Secretary
of State on April 13, 2022.
3.  The county within

this state in which the
office of the limited lia-
bility company is to be
located is Greene Coun-
ty.
4.  The street address

of the principal business
location of the limited li-
ability company is:  215
East Bay Street, Suite
301, Charleston, SC
29401.
5.  The Secretary of

State is designated as
agent of the limited lia-
bility company upon
whom process against it
may be served.  The post
office address within or
without this state to which
the Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any
process against the lim-
ited liability company
served upon him or her
is: Lanesville Property
LLC, 215 East Bay Street,
Suite 301, Charleston, SC
29401.
6.  The limited liability

company is organized to
carry on all lawful activi-
ties.

LLC Notice
Notice of formation of

The GoodiesBaking LLC.
Articles of Org. filed with
NY Dept. of State (DOS)
on 20220322. Office lo-
cation: Albany County,
DOS is designated as
agent upon whom
process may be served.
DOS shall mail service
of process to at 90 State
St. STE 700 Office 40A
Albany NY 12207. is des-
ignated as agent for SOP
at 90 State St. STE 700
Office Albany NY 12207.
Company is organized
for any lawful purpose.

Public Notice -
Greene County
Sealed bids for sup-

plying Propane for the
period September 1,
2022 to August 31,
2023 to several loca-
tions in Greene County
Government will be re-
ceived by the Greene
County Legislature un-
til 
1:30 pm on Thurs-

day July 7, 2022 at
which time bids will
be opened and publicly
read.
All bids shall be con-

tained in sealed en-
velopes, distinctly
marked “PROPANE
BID” and addressed to:  
Acting Clerk of the

Greene County Legis-
lature
411 Main Street
Suite 408
Catskill, NY 12414
Bids shall be sub-

mitted on the official
bid form available at
www.greenegovern-
ment.com the County
website or from the
Office of the Acting
Clerk at the above ad-
dress accompanied by
the Statement of Serv-
ice, Certificate of Non-
Collusion, Bidders and
Vendors Acknowledge-
ment, Title VI and, if
required Authorization
to Bid. 
Greene County re-

serves the right to re-
ject any and/or all bids.

Public Notice - 
Middleburgh

Sealed Bids will be
received until June
21st, 2022 at Village
Hall, 309 Main St, Mid-
dleburgh, NY 12122,
until 02:00 PM local
time and then at said
office publicly opened
and read aloud for:
VILLAGE OF MID-

DLEBURGH 
S C H O H A R I E

COUNTY, NEW YORK
SIDEWALK RE-

PLACEMENT Re-Bid
Contract 1G
Work shall include

44 West Street, Walton,
NY 13856 or by calling
607-865-7090 ext.
209.  Prospective bid-
ders must be in atten-
dance for the full
group site showing at
8:30 a.m. on Wednes-
day, June 29, 2022 at
the Gockel farmstead.
Failure to attend will
result in the rejection
of your bid.  Sealed
bids must be clearly
marked “Gockel Bid”
and will be accepted
on behalf of the
landowner at the Wa-
tershed Agricultural
Program Office at 44
West Street, Walton,
NY until 11:00 a.m. on
Wednesday, July 20,
2022 where they will
be opened and read.
Small and minority
owned businesses are
encouraged to apply.
The Watershed Agri-
cultural Council, Inc.
reserves the right to
reject any and all bids.
E.O.E.

Public Notice - 
Windham

NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN that the
Town Board of the
Town of Windham,
Greene County, New
York at a Regular Meet-
ing thereof held on the
9th day of June, 2022
duly adopted a resolu-
tion subject to a per-
missive referendum,
the purpose and effect
of which is to cause
the Town to establish
an Ambulance District
pursuant to Article 12-
A of the NYS Town
Law.  Copies of all doc-
uments associated with
the establishment of
the district are on file
with Town Clerk of the
Town of Windham and
are available for public
inspection.
PLEASE TAKE

FURTHER NOTICE
that the foregoing res-
olution shall become
effective without action
of the Town Board on
the 9th day of July in
the year 2022 unless
a petition requesting
that a Referendum
thereon be submitted
to the voters in the
manner required by
law.

Public Notice - 
Delaware County
PLEASE TAKE NO-

TICE that the
Delaware County
Board of Supervisors
will hold a public hear-
ing on June 22, 2022
at 1:00 pm at the
Delaware County
Board of Supervisors’
Room of the Senator
Charles D. Cook Coun-
ty Office Building, 111
Main Street, Delhi,
New York.  The public
hearing is for the pur-
pose of hearing public
comments on the com-
munity development

withdraw his bid within
forty-five (45) days af-
ter the actual date of
opening thereof.
The right is reserved

to waive any informal-
ities in the Bid and to
reject any or all Bids.

Public Notice - 
Bids Wanted

Anthony Dianich,
869 Pickens Road,
Stamford NY are seek-
ing bids for a manure
storage heavy use area,
animal trail, under-
ground outlets, access
road, lined waterway
and HT fence to be
funded by the Water-
shed Agricultural
Council.  Prospective
bidders will receive a
bid package which
contains a bid sheet
with instructions to
bidders, sample con-
tract, plans and speci-
fications.  Bid pack-
ages may be obtained
by contacting Elaine
Poulin at the Water-
shed Program Office,
44 West Street, Walton,
NY 13856 or by calling
607-865-7090 ext.
209.  Prospective bid-
ders must be in atten-
dance for the full
group site showing at
10:00 a.m. on Wednes-
day, June 29, 2022 at
the Dianich farmstead.
Failure to attend will
result in the rejection
of your bid.  Sealed
bids must be clearly
marked “Dianich Bid”
and will be accepted
on behalf of the
landowner at the Wa-
tershed Agricultural
Program Office at 44
West Street, Walton,
NY until 11:00 a.m. on
Wednesday, July 20,
2022 where they will
be opened and read.
Small and minority
owned businesses are
encouraged to apply.
The Watershed Agri-
cultural Council, Inc.
reserves the right to
reject any and all bids.
E.O.E.

Public Notice - 
Bids Wanted

Karl & Ray Gockel,
2353 Johnson Hollow
Road, Prattsville NY
are seeking bids for
two timber roofed
barnyards with con-
crete, animal trails, wa-
tering facilities, access
road, feeder wagons
and HT fence to be
funded by the Water-
shed Agricultural
Council.   Prospective
bidders will receive a
bid package which
contains a bid sheet
with instructions to
bidders, sample con-
tract, plans and speci-
fications.  Bid pack-
ages may be obtained
by contacting Elaine
Poulin at the Water-
shed Program Office,

held for the purpose
of the Delaware Coun-
ty Agricultural and
Farmland Protection
Board and the
Delaware County Plan-
ning Board have pre-
sented recommenda-
tions for the modifi-
cation of Agricultural
District No. 2 in the
Towns of Delhi,
Franklin, Hamden,
Meredith, and Walton
during the scheduled
8-year review period.
All persons interest-

ed in speaking may at-
tend the hearing in
person.  To ensure that
your comments are
heard, they will also
be accepted by email
until 5 p.m. on Mon-
day, June 20, 2022 to:
christa.schafer@co.del
aware.ny.us   

Public Notice - 
Jewett

Please be advised
that on Thursday, July
7, 2022 at 8:00pm, a
Public Hearing for a
special use permit for
Lakeland Home, LLC
regarding Parcel ID
No. 131.00-1-27.12 lo-
cated on County
Route 23C, 200’ East
of Natty Bumpos Path
in the Conservation
Zoning District, will be
held at the Town of
Jewett Municipal Build-
ing, 3547 Route 23C,
Jewett, NY.

Public Notice - 
Jewett

Please be advised
that a Public Hearing
will be held by the Jew-
ett Zoning Board of
Appeals on July 6,
2022 at 7:00pm con-
cerning an area vari-
ance for property
owned by Johan
Segergren and Elisa-
beth Nyakatura at 250
Wilderness Road, East
Jewett, NY.  Tax ID
#132.00-2-63.  The
hearing will take place
in the Jewett Municipal
Building located at
3547 Rt. 23C, Jewett,
NY  12444. 

Public Notice - 
Jewett

Town of Jewett,
Greene County is seek-
ing bids for surplus
property/ Early 1900’s
Piano.
Munn, New York

Cabinet Grand, Serial
#2321.
Bids can be dropped

off to the Supervisors
office in the Jewett
Municipal Building lo-
cated at 3547 Route
23C or mailed to the
Town of Jewett at PO
Box 132 Jewett, NY
12444, Attention Town
of Jewett Supervisor.
Bids will be accepted
until 2:00pm on Thurs-
day June 23, 2022.
Bids will be opened
and read aloud at
2:10pm on June 23,
2022 at the Jewett Mu-
nicipal Building.
The Town reserves

needs of the County,
and to discuss the pos-
sible submission of a
Community Develop-
ment Block Grant
CARES (CDBG-CV)
application for the
2022 program year.
The CDBG program is
administered by New
York State Homes and
Community Renewal
(HCR) and has made
available to eligible lo-
cal governments ap-
proximately $127 Mil-
lion in program year
2020 CDBG-CV funds
to prevent, prepare,
and respond to the
Coronavirus pandemic.
Delaware County is ap-
plying for $500,000 in
CDBG-CV funds to as-
sist businesses in re-
sponding to the Coro-
navirus pandemic.  The
hearing will provide
further information
about the CDBG pro-
gram and will allow
for citizen participation
in the development of
any proposed grant ap-
plications and/or to
provide technical as-
sistance to develop al-
ternate proposals.
Comments on the
CDBG program or pro-
posed project(s) will
be received at this
time.  The hearing is
being conducted pur-
suant to Section
570.486, Subpart 1 of
the CFR and in com-
pliance with the re-
quirements of the
Housing and Commu-
nity Development Act
of 1974, as amended.
The Board Room of

the Senator Charles D.
Cook County Office
Building is accessible
to persons with dis-
abilities.  If special  ac-
commodations are
needed for persons
with disabilities, those
with hearing impair-
ments, or those in need
of translation from
English, those individ-
uals should contact
Christa Schafer at 604-
832-5110 or email her
a t
christa.schafer@co.del
aware.ny.us, at least
one week in advance
of the hearing date to
allow for necessary
arrangements.  Written
comments may also be
submitted to Delaware
County Board of Su-
pervisors, 111 Main
Street, Delhi, NY
13753 until June 20,
2022.

Public Notice - 
Delaware County
PLEASE TAKE NO-

TICE that the
Delaware County
Board of Supervisors
will hold a Public Hear-
ing on Wednesday,
June 22, 2022 at 1:05
p.m. in the Board of
Supervisors Room of
the County Office
Building, 111 Main
Street, Delhi, NY con-
cerning the Eight-Year
review of Agricultural
District No. 2.  
The hearing shall be

Experienced 
HVAC Technician

FULL TIME with Vacation & Holi-
day Pay

Also: HVAC Technician
PART TIME/ Per Diem

********
Looking for someone experi-
enced with mini-split installs &

repairs.
Send resume to:

Diana.Knothheat@gmail.com 
Or call for appointment 

845-688-5901

Services Offered
My services of vac-

uuming and rug sham-
pooing to Schoharie
County Seniors. Apart-
ments only. Monday-
Friday, Noon to 3:00
PM. $15 per room.
518-231-2359. 

ANTIQUES
All old, most over 100 years, solid wood,

not reproductions: dark wood music cabinet
with drawer and shelves, light wood cradle
with solid ends and sides, oak short chest of
drawers, dark wood sewing caddy,  upholstered
ornate platform rocker.  All in very good con-
dition. Not cheap but reasonable asking prices.
Call for pic and price, Pat  at 518-827-7508.

ANTIQUES

SEEKING
Looking for Vendors

& Crafters.  New or
used items wanted  (no
food vendors) for our
27th Annual Vendor &
Craft show at the
Huntersland Fire Dept.
Rain or shine.  The
date is Sat.  July 16,
2022 from 9am - 3pm.
We will also have a
Community wide Rum-
mage Sale, a Chicken
BBQ and Bake sale &
50/50 raffle.  For more
info & applications, call
Rose  518-827-6638.  

Garage
Sales

Huge yard sale,
259 Main St. Mid-

dleburgh. Household
and kitchen items,
home office supplies,
used and unused elec-
tronics, bedding and
blankets, some small
furniture, CDs and
DVDs, many books.
No clothing.  Fri. thru
Sun. 9-4.  No early
birds.  Bring your own
bags.

FOR SALE
PIANO for sale, with bench.  Fayette S. Cable,

studio size.  Dark wood.  Very good condition. $200
OBO.  Will need tuning.  Cared for and loved by our
family.  Call for pics.  Pat at 518-827-7508

LAWN AND GARDEN-- 3500 watt gasoline
generator on heavy duty metal cart.  Toro gasoline
self-propelled walk-behind lawnmower.  Wagon with
tow hitch.  All working, good condition.  Call for
pics, Pat at 518-827-7508.

Continued on
Page D4
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“Land” - An Original Play Festival by 
Local Catskill Writers and Performers Premieres June 25-26

Stamford - Twelve original
short plays premiere on the
mountain for a midsummer
celebration of the land and
the creative community that
lives here the weekend of
June 25-26 at the Michael
Kudish Natural History Pre-
serve. “Land” features the
works of local writers T.M.
Bradshaw, Rita Galchus,
Mike Kane, Brian Kletchka,
Gail Lennstrom, Phillip
Potak, Rod Sauquillo, David
Turan, Rick Van Valkenburg
and Kristina Zill. Performing,
directing, and collaborating
are the Catskills actors: An-
nie Breglia, Mike Breglia,
Gabe Faure-Brac, Kylee Hen-
drickson, Catherine Morri-
son, Jonathan Saminski, Rod
Sauquillo, Bill Solley, Usha
Tagliaferro, Betty Tash,
David J Turan and Rick Van
Valkenburg. Tickets are avail-
able free or for an optional
donation at the link:
bit.ly/land-2022 
Organized and directed

by the Executive Director
of the Michael Kudish Nat-
ural History Preserve David
Turan and Stamford resident
Marisa Caruso, “Land” is a
community project that con-
tinues a pre-pandemic per-
formance series called “Page

to Stage,” in which the the-
ater group Performance Plus
has partnered with the Pre-
serve Players to produce a
collection of local original
plays illuminating the
process of script develop-
ment. The partners ask local
authors to write a short play
with a central theme in mind.
Past themes have included
"Doin' it in Delco," "Beyond
Rip: Modern Day Fairy
Tales," "It's About Time" and
this year’s theme is "Land."
Through a combination of
staged readings and fully
staged pieces, with every-
thing in between, the pro-
ducers hope to give the au-
dience a true sense of the
steps a play takes to get
from the author’s mind to
the audience’s eyes and ears. 

After sitting on the shelf
for two years, this summer’s
collection is ready to see
the light when they will be
presented June 25, 5-
7:30pm and June 26, 1-
3:30pm on the scenic
Michael Kudish Natural His-
tory Preserve stage, located
just uphill from 2515 Tower
Mountain Rd, Stamford, NY
12167. Whether absurd or
philosophical, the plays of
“Land” reflect experiences
and landscapes of their
Catskillian creators. Will you
join us for an unforgettable
weekend of all original, live
outdoor theater? If so, con-
sider bringing a comfortable
lawn chair (hay bale seating
is provided), and wearing
sunscreen, a hat, and
bugspray for the outdoor

experience!
This project is made pos-

sible with funds from the
Restart New York Grants, a
regrant program of the New
York State Council on the

Arts with the support of the
Office of the Governor and
the New York State Legisla-
ture and administered in
Delaware County by the
Roxbury Arts Group. This

project is a collaboration
with the Michael Kudish
Natural History Preserve.
To learn more about their
work in the Catskills, visit:
mknhp.org

South Kortright Central School District
Appoints Interim Superintendent

At their meeting on
Monday, June 13, 2022,
the South Kortright Cen-
tral School Board of Ed-
ucation appointed
Catherine (Katy) Barber-
Graves as the district’s
Interim Superintendent
of Schools. Ms. Barber-
Graves will assume her
position on July 1, 2022,
and continue through ear-
ly fall, when the district
intends to appoint a new
Superintendent.
Ms. Barber-Graves is

an alumnus of South Ko-
rtright Central School
District and brings over
33 years of education ex-

perience to the position,
including two decades of
both school building and
district administrative
leadership. She has
served in various capac-
ities at several area
schools over the years,
including ONC BOCES,
Stamford, Windham-Ash-
land-Jewett, Unatego and
Jefferson Central School
Districts. Most recently,
she spent six years as
the Superintendent of Sag
Harbor Union Free
School District on Long
Island. She is currently
serving as Interim Prin-
cipal at ONC BOCES’

Northern Catskills Occu-
pational Center in Grand
Gorge.
South Kortright Central

School District’s super-
intendent search will con-
tinue throughout the
summer. Using commu-
nity feedback, the Board
of Education and search
consultant developed a
candidate profile to share
with prospective appli-
cants. Applications are
due by July 15th. The
Board anticipates ap-
pointing the new super-
intendent late this sum-
mer for an anticipated
October 1st start.

Windham-Ashland-Jewett School junior and senior band and chorus quali-
fied for and performed at the “Music in the Parks Festival” in Massachu-

setts, bringing home the hardware.

ing.
As part of the process,

judges provide both written
and recorded comments on
the performance.
The students are rated

on categories such as: tone,
interpretation and technique
and plain old sounding good
matters too, of course.
Tuning their instruments,

the band played “African
Dreams” and Apollo: Myth
and Legend,” with the cho-
rus singing “Come to the
Music” and “River in Judea.”
“It’s nice to get out and

have that community feeling

again,” Beauregard said in
a followup phone interview,
noting their first outdoor
concert happened at an Al-
bany Firewolves lacrosse
game in April.
It was not all work and

no fun. At the end of the
day, the students enjoyed
themselves at Six Flags
Amusement Park as a re-
ward.
“We are quite pleased to

announce that their practice
and dedication throughout
the process truly paid off,”
Beauregard said.
“Both the Band and Cho-

rus earned a trophy for their
performances. The adjudi-
cators provided very useful
suggestions for areas of im-
provement, as well as posi-
tive reinforcement for the
skills in which our groups
excelled.
The band, according to

Beauregard, received rave
reviews such as, “this was a
very spirited performance”
- “your sections are strong”
– “you work hard and listen
to one another.”
Another reviewer stated

of the band, “this is a very
promising group that plays
with lots of energy – I hope
to hear you again someday.
I truly enjoyed your per-
formance!”
Chorus members likewise

received verbal roses, in-
cluding, “good cut offs,”
“Nice entrance with the low-
er voices,”  “That’s beautiful
singing – nice job everyone,”
according to Beauregard. 
“Thank you to all of the

students who participated
in the festival and for the
continued support that the
community shows the music
department at WAJ,” Beau-
regard said.

WAJ, Story Continued from D1

Save the Date! Purple
Moon Barn Dance 5:30-
9:30 pm, June 25th 

Friends and Neighbors. Join the celebration and
help strengthen the bond between our mountaintop
communities. Meet your neighbors, old and new,
full-time and part-time, while we eat, drink and
kick it up on the dance floor as we gather to raise
much needed funds for our extremely important
and beloved volunteer fire departments. 
Gather at the beautiful Hayfield located at 221

County Road 56, Maplecrest, NY and get ready to
have a great time with good people in a beautiful
place.
In addition to celebrating our community in the

best way possible-a barn dance, we are raising
money to support our local fire departments. These
men and women serve under extremely hazardous
conditions; selflessly and at great risk.  They are
our friends and neighbors, moms and dads and
kids.  They need turnout gear, training and equipment.
Consider a donation. There are two ways
Write a check, make it out to: Hunter Fire

Company and in the memo line write: Care of Barn
Dance and mail it to PO Box 181 Hunter, NY 12442
or go to Purplemoondance.com and look for the
GoFundMe link 
All proceeds will be distributed evenly between

the twelve mountaintop fire departments.
Hope to see you at the Purple Moon Barn Dance!
Tickets and Info:  Go to purplemoondance.com



The sequence of wild-
flower bloom continues as
we approach the summer
solstice. For those of you in
the Kingston area, some of
these have already come
and gone for you, but driving
north and west into the
Catskills should still provide
glimpses of most of these. 

Black locust trees are late
to leaf out, but shortly after
they make leaves, they pro-
duce clusters of lovely and
fragrant white blossoms that
perfume the air when many
trees are present. These
flowers are edible and can
be used to make a simple
sugar syrup that is great as
a base for making Mojitos!
Shortly after the locust blos-
soms fall off, the air is once
more perfumed by one of
my least favored plants,
multiflora rose. I thought
that this prickly weed was
on the decline, due to the
rose rosette virus, that
seemed to be killing them
almost everywhere, but now
I have noticed that they are
surviving the infection and
thriving once more. The
virus causes witches brooms
and weird looking reddish
growth but apparently, some
can survive and they are
now in full, fragrant bloom
on my road. 

About two weeks ago,
the likewise invasive autumn
olive, bloomed profusely as
well, with a powerful sweet
fragrance that attracts many
pollinators. Both of these
non-native shrubs, produce
berries that are consumed
by all sorts of wildlife, which
do not seem at all concerned
about the plant’s origin. One
of the most common shrubs
on my property, Nannyberry,
is also just finishing bloom

The Mountain Eagle |  June 17, 2022

GARDENING TIP OF THE WEEK BY BOB BEYFUSS

Wildflowers

THE MOUNTAIN EAGLE
PO Box 162 • Schoharie NY 12157

PO Box 278 • 9 Railroad Avenue Stamford NY 12167
548 East Main Street • Cobleskill

Phone (607) 652-5252 • (518) 763-6854
Fax (607) 652-5253

mountaineaglenews@gmail.com
www.the-mountaineagle.com
Published by Upstate Weekly News:
Patrick Billings • billingsph@gmail.com

Matthew Avitabile, Publisher • avitmw@gmail.com
Robert Panico • rob@upstateweeklynews.com

TEAM

Liz Page • Section Editor, Mountain Eagle
(607) 652-5252 mountaineagleliz@gmail.com

Brian Sweeney •  Section Editor, Catskills Chronicle
locustgrove@catskill.net

Michael Ryan • Section Editor, Windham Weekly
willardpatients@gmail.com

David Avitabile •  Section Editor, Schoharie News
dwavitabile@yahoo.com

Timothy Knight •  Section Editor, Cobleskill Herald
cobleskillherald@gmail.com

Joshua Walther • Assistant Editor, Cobleskill Herald 
joshwalther0@gmail.com

Reporters at Large: Michael Martin, Scott Keidong
Joy Heckman, Jonathan Ment, Robert Duso, Lora Newell

Gretchen Balcom • Director of Sales, Delaware County 
gretchenbalcommountaineagle@gmail.com

Denise Leinbach •  Director of Sales, Schoharie County
dleinbachmountaineagle@yahoo.com or 518-935-8353

Sarah Nachin •  Director of Sales at Large mountaineaglesarah@gmail.com
Bradley Towle •  Sales Associate, Greene County

mountaineaglebradley@gmail.com
Susie Walsh • Sales Manager at Large suzanwal5@aol.com

The Mountain Eagle (PE 23510) is published weekly except for the weeks of Thanks-
giving and Christmas for $75 by Upstate Weekly News, PO Box 162, Schoharie NY

12157. Periodicals postage paid at Middleburgh NY.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Mountain Eagle, PO Box 162,

Schoharie NY 12157

EDITORIAL

Passing the Torch
right now. This is a native
plant, a type of Viburnum
that will produce raisin like
berries in late summer that
are edible, but not exactly
tasty. 

Some roadside wildflow-
ers in bloom now include
Dame’s rocket, which is
sometimes confused or
misidentified as wild phlox.
Dame’s rocket is in the
mustard family and it has 4
petals, with leaves that are
alternate on the stem. Wild
phlox has five petals with
opposite leaves. The flowers
on Dame’s rocket start out
as purple, but fade to pink
and white. It is a very pretty
roadside plant that is also
considered as invasive. 

If you see large clusters
of white flowers that are
arranged in umbels, on two
to three, or even four foot
tall plants, such as you see
on wild carrot or parsley,
these may be hemlock
leaved parsley. The delicate
leaves are finely divided
and almost lacy. It does
look very much like poison
hemlock, which you cer-
tainly would not want to
consume in any manner!
Fortunately, poison hemlock
is pretty uncommon and
prefers to grow in swampy
areas. Another member of
the parsley family that has
not bloomed yet in my yard
is the yellow flowered wild
parsnip. This weed often
grows six feet tall, or taller.
You need to avoid touching
this plant at all times, since
the sap causes a nasty rash
that is made worse by ex-
posure to sunlight. If you
like to weed whack the
roadside plants by your
property, be very careful
not to get any of the sap on
you! 

Buttercups are now ubiq-
uitous with their shiny, small,
yellow flowers in fields as
well as roadside. Another
perennial member of the
buttercup family that I am
delighted to have growing

quite nicely around my
house, with no effort on my
part at all, is Canada
Anemone. The showy white
flowers appear every June
and last at least a week to
ten days. 

Wild iris, with either yel-
low or blue flowers are also
in bloom now, often in wet
areas in full sun. Blue flag
wild iris is native, but the
yellow flowered one is con-
sidered invasive. I like them
both and have transplanted
them to my property. Purple
flowered raspberry, also
called thimbleberry, is be-
ginning to show its magenta
colored flowers now. This
member of the raspberry
family has hairy canes and
is not prickly, like its culti-
vated cousin. The fruit are
also fuzzy, with a rather in-
sipid flavor. 

Before I run out of space
I need to share some dis-
tressing news I just heard
from the Schoharie County
Health department. In their
annual survey of ticks they
recently conducted, they
found that about half of all
the ticks collected had Lyme
disease, or some other bac-
terial parasite in their blood.
Only dog ticks seemed to
be free of potentially infec-
tious agents. This is to be
expected and not cause of
new concern, but what was
pretty scary was that about
20% of the deer ticks also
carried the Powassan virus.
This virus can be transmitted
as quickly as fifteen minutes,
or less, after it bites. Unlike
Lyme disease, or other bac-
terial infections, which gen-
erally require 24 hours of
feeding, this viral disease
cannot be treated with an-
tibiotics. It causes only a
few deaths each year in NY
State, from a meningitis
type of infection, but 50%
of people infected will de-
velop serious, life long illness
as a result. All the more
reason to avoid tick en-
counters!  

WHITTLING AWAY WITH DICK BROOKS

Wasting Time
you'll give the illusion of
being productive.  If you
produce something, con-
sider it a bonus and give
it to someone, if you sell
it, then it's not been a
waste of time and you've
just created another job
for yourself and defeated
the joy to be found in
wasting time.
Some sports are especially
conducive to wasting time.
Golf springs to mind.  I
have friends that will have
nothing to do with mowing
the lawn.  Too hot, too
wet, allergic to grass are
all excuses I've heard used.
They pay a neighborhood
kid to do the deed and
they go off to play golf.
They spend the afternoon
hiking up and down hills
in the broiling sun with
smiles on their faces.
Threats of hurricanes,
flash floods, thunder
storms, none of these de-
ter them from their pursuit
of wasted time.  They die
by the dozens, victims of
lightening bolts, stray al-

ligators, grass allergies and
spousal abuse.  They'd
rather die than give up
their favorite waste of time.
That's devotion!
My advice to you (and it's
free because I thought it
up while wasting time) is
to set aside some time
each day to waste.  Take a
nice nap, sit and think,
watch rain on a window,
pet a cat, explore the junk
drawer, go through your
year book, see if you can
still find four-leaved
clovers, watch the clouds
make shapes, plant some-
thing you're not going to
eat, listen to a baby
breathe, or write a news-
paper column--you'll be
better for it!
Thought for the week--As
you get older three things
happen.  The first is your
memory goes,, and I can't
remember the other two.
--Sir Norman Wisdom
Until next week, may you
and yours be happy and
well.
whittle12124@yahoo.com

tired old dirt ball we're rid-
ing.  The more stressed,
more aggressive producers
are those considered suc-
cessful.  I wouldn't trade
places with Elon Musk on
a bet!  Sure, he's got
enough money to buy his
own third world country,
a trophy girlfriend younger
than most of my shoes,
and can afford to buy his
own social media platform
after he gets back from a
jaunt to outer space in his
own rocket but is he hap-
py?  You bet! but does he
ever relax?  Is he ever sat-
isfied with who he is and
where he's at?  Probably
not.  Wasting a little time
would probably bring him
more satisfaction than rob-
ber-baroning another mil-
lion or two.  An hour or
two in an old jacket, worn
jeans and sneakers just
wandering aimlessly in the
woods is probably just what
the doctor would order be-
fore charging him some
astronomical fee.
Wasting time is an art, I
mean, you don't want folks
to think you're goofing off,
even if you are.  Hobbies
are great excuses to waste
time, everyone needs a
hobby.  I like doing things
with wood, I like making
little curls with a sharp
knife and I like sanding.
The rhythmic repetitive
motion, the smell of fresh
sawdust, the way the saw-
dust hangs in a sunbeam
are all good for the soul.
By calling it a hobby and
calling myself a woodcarv-
er, I can do these fun things
without people worrying
about me becoming a bur-
den on society.  
Find your favorite way to
waste time and then find a
hobby to fit it into and

With the two changes in Superintendents at Middleburgh
and Schoharie Central Schools, there is an opportunity
for a fresh start. Considering that the school season just
ended, here is an opportunity to frankly look at our local
school systems and the future of local education. The
recent school board elections also acted as a means to re-
flect on the needs of our school children.
We have difficulties due to demographic issues, the

need for better opportunities and budget solutions will
be a key challenge for the coming years.
I'll have a lot more to write about over the coming

weeks and months, but I wanted to start the conversation
now to see what our readers, especially parents and
alums have to say and hopefully make our districts better.
I’m looking forward to what you have to say!

- Matthew Avitabile

In my unending quest to
solve all the problems that
plague the human race,
one of the conclusions I've
come to is that we need to
waste more time.  Wasting
time, especially without the

guilt usually associated with
this healthy activity, could
solve some of civilization's
major problems. I can't
take all the credit for this
discovery, senior citizens,
small children and cats

have known its value for
years.  
The necessity to be pro-
ductive and the stress in-
volved in becoming pro-
ductive causes most of the
strife to be found on this

LEGAL ADVERTISING
Town Board is now ac-
cepting sealed bids
from qualified contrac-
tors to provide quali-
fied labor, materials,
and equipment for two
split system heating,
ventilation, and air
conditioning units at
Conesville Town Hall,
1306 State Route 990V,
Conesville, NY.  

The required speci-
fications are: 

(2) Energy efficient
heat pumps

Hybrid flex inverter
multi-zone 24,000
BTU units

Low ambient heat-
ing down to -15 de-
grees F

Cooling down to 14
degrees F

(2) 12,000 BTU
evaporators

(4) 7,000 BTU
evaporators

Bidders should note
make and model of
equipment to be pro-
vided.

Additional informa-
tion regarding building
layout is available on:

https://www4.schoh
ariecounty-ny.gov/Pdf-
Files/PdfAnnounce-
ments/PA_35275_36.P
DF

the right to reject any
and/or all bids and to
re-advertise for new
bids. Bids shall be
awarded in accordance
with General Municipal
Law Section 103.

Any questions con-
tact Town of Jewett
Supervisor at 518-263-
4646 Ext.2

Public Notice - 
Windham

The law has re-
quired that the Wind-
ham Water District
prepare an annual
Drinking Water Quality
Report. This report will
be mailed out to all
active water users with
their next water bills.
A copy of this report
is available at the
Windham Town Hall
and the Windham Pub-
lic Library. You may
review it there or re-
quest a copy from the
Town Clerk. If any
questions arise in re-
gard to the water re-
port, please contact
the Water Superinten-
dent Kyle Schwarz @
518-734-4170. Thank
you.

Public Notice - 
Conesville

The Conesville

All envelopes must be
sealed and need to be
clearly marked HVAC
BID. Bids will be
opened at the July 11,
2022 Conesville Town
Board Meeting at 7:00
pm and read aloud.
The Town Board re-
serves the right to re-
ject any or all bids.   

Sealed bids may be
mailed or submitted in
person on or before
12:00 noon on July
11, 2022 with the
Conesville Town Clerk,
1306 State Route 990V,
Gilboa, NY 12076 or
left in the locked drop
box at the entrance to
Conesville Town Hall.
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By Brian Sweeney
A contentious ex-

change erupted at its 
June 13 meeting after 
the Fleischmanns Village 
Board failed to pass a 
Local Law loosening 
parking requirements 
for commercial proper-
ties.  

The village planning 
board has spent about 
six months addressing a 
section of the Zoning Or-
dinance that spells out 
requirements for a spe-
cific number of parking 
spaces for commercial 
properties in the Mixed-
Use District. The pro-
posed Local Law was 
aimed at making it eas-
ier for businesses to ob-
tain permits without 
needing to meet the 
parking requirements 
currently in force.  

Easing regulations
In presenting the 

measure at the start of 
Monday’s public hearing 
that preceed the village 
board session, Fleisch-
manns Planning Board 
Chair Rob Allison said 
the zoning change is 
aimed at relieving some 
parking requirements 
for in the village’s 
Mixed-Use District. 

“We think (the 
changes) will provide a 
pedestrian-friendly envi-
ronment to meet parking 
needs generated by the 
downtown,” he com-
mented. “It’s kind of an 
exciting time in Fleisch-
manns.  I’ve never seen 
so much interest as I 
have lately.  

The zoning change is 
geared towards trying to 
bring more businesses 
to Fleischmanns, Mr. Al-
lison added.  

Mayor Winifred Zubin 
explained during the 
hearing, “We are reliev-
ing certain businesses 
from requirements to 

dedicate part of their 
properties for parking. 
The genesis of this was 
help retail businesses to 
accommodate traffic 
during daytime and 
evening hours.” 

She noted that the 
changes were aimed 
specifically to ease re-
strictions on retail busi-
nesses. 

During the hearing on 
the Local Law the major-
ity of audience members 
who spoke offered sup-
port for the proposal.  

Wigdor “Avi” Mendlo-
vic and his son, Abra-
ham, raised the only 
questions. Abraham 
Mendlovic asked if there 
was a current applicant 
who would benefit from 
this change.  

Emergency?
Avi Mendlovic fol-

lowed by asking, “What 
is the emergency? What 
are the other stores that 
want to open?” 

Village resident Anita 
Rubin countered, “I 
think it’s a very good so-
lution. It’s not a question 
of which store is open-
ing today or tomorrow, 
it’s about the future of 
Fleischmanns. The point 
is we want to open the 
village up to give more 
people commercial op-
portunities.” 

Former Village 
Trustee Dan Halpren 
stated, “Anything that’s 
going to make it easier 
to bring in business is a 
plus.” 

Silent majority
When the hearing 

ended and the village 
board meeting began, 
Mayor Zubin made a mo-
tion for a vote on the 
local law, providing it 
meets all standards of 
the Delaware County 
Planning Department 
and environmental stan-
dards. In response to the 
roll call vote, only the 
mayor voted in favor of 
the measure.  

In a stunned reaction, 
a number of audience 
members erupted in pro-

test. Shouts of “Shame 
on you!” were directed at 
the board for failing to 
vote on a measure 
widely regarded as a 
positive step making it 
easier for businesses to 
locate in the village.  

Someone in the au-
dience demanded, “Why 
can’t the board explain 
their reasons?” There 
was no response.  

Another dismayed au-
dience member vented 
her anger at the board’s 
failure to pass the meas-
ure by stating, “This is 
not really a board of 
trustees – we don’t really 
trust you guys.” 

More parking woes
Parking continued to 

be a focal point of the 
meeting when several 
people objected to No 
Parking signs near a syn-
agogue on Main Street.  

After requesting that 
the No Parking signs be 
removed, Josef Horowitz 
stated, “When we built 
the synagogue, certain 
people in the village 
tried to block us, be-
cause we are Jewish.”  

Marilyn Ringel ob-
jected to this comment, 
“There are a lot of 
people in this room who 
are Jewish — please 
don’t make it into that.” 

Addressing the sign 
issue, Anita Rubin coun-
tered that there have al-
ways been No Parking 
signs in that section and 
you said the property 
was called a “living 
room” during the per-
mitting process, not as a 
place for the public.” 

Safety concerns
The mayor explained 

that the signs are meant 
to alleviate congestion 
along this section of 
road and to allow for 
proper passage, particu-
larly for emergency ve-
hicles. 

As tempers flared, one 
audience member called 
for a compromise. 

“I suggest that there 
be a trade. I suggest that 
continued on E4

Parking Plan Change 
Redlighted By Board

Fleischmanns 
Village Trustees 
Fail To Approve 

Business Boosting 
Parking Updates

The Margaretville Central School Senior Cap and Gown Parade 
was held Friday, 6/10. The tradition began during the 2020-2021 
school year out of necessity due to COVID, and was so popular with 
students and families that it has become an MCS tradition. School 
administrators travel along the parade route lined with senior 
banners and present each senior with their lawn sign and cap and 
gown for graduation. Here, Class of 2022 member Marley Eignor 
is all smiles as she rides along with proud granddad John Biruk. 

Senior Salute

DELHI — Democratic 
Committee Chairs from 
across the current 19th 
Congressional District 
(CD19) unanimously 
chose Ulster County Ex-
ecutive Pat Ryan as the 
Democratic Nominee to 
run in the August 23 
Special Election to fill 
the remainder of Lieu-
tenant Governor Anto-
nio Delgado’s term in 
Congress, which con-
cludes on December 31, 
2022.  

Under Election Law 
and Party rules, the task 
of selecting the nominee 

in a Special Election is 
delegated to the County 
Chairs. The current 
CD19 includes all of Co-
lumbia, Delaware, 
Greene, Otsego, Sulli-
van, and Ulster 
Counties, and parts of 

Dutchess, Montgomery, 
Rensselaer, and Scho-
harie Counties. 

Kathleen Hayek, Chair 
of the Delaware County 
Democrats states, “Pat 
was a frontrunner in the 
CD19 primary elections 
of 2018, and has main-
tained relationships es-
tablished within the 
district ever since. We 
consider ourselves for-
tunate that such a highly 
qualified, and proven 
public servant as our 
friend, Pat Ryan, has de-
cided to run in the Spe-
cial Election to complete 
Delgado’s term in the 
“old” CD19. We will en-
thusiastically do all we 
can to get out the Dela-
ware County vote for 
him.” 
continued on E7

District County Chairs 
Name Ulster Exec. 
As Nominee to Fill  
Antonio Delgado’s  

 Congressional Term

Dems Nominate Pat Ryan for Special Election

Pat Ryan
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thing made FRESH in-houseytEvery
xican FoodMecAuthentic

966 Main St, Fleischmaanns • 845 254-4966

EAT IN • PORCH DINING • TAKE OUT

Wed.-Sun. 7 am-2 pm 
Wed. 4-8 pm for Dinner 

85 Main Street, Andes 
845 676-4500

Rosalino's Diner

Indoor & Outdoor Seating + Takeout
Fri. & Sat. 4-9pm, Sun. 4-8pm 

302 Main St., Pine Hill 845 254-3113 • titobanditos.com

NEW MENU   
NEW BAR  
+ KITCHEN 

TEAM

Hours: Fri. 4-10pm • Sat. & Sun. 1-10pm 
746 Main St. Margaretville 845 586-4884 • binnekill.com

TAVERN TAVERN 
FAVORITES FAVORITES 

ALL WEEKENDALL WEEKEND
 Deck Dining 

Indoor Seating  
Takeout

Promote YOUR Restaurant Here 
Contact Gretchen Balcom at 845 586-6192

What’s Cooking!What’s Cooking!

Full Bar, New Menu 
Dine in or Takeout  

Open at 3 pm 
Tuesday through Sunday

110 Main Street, Andes 
theandeshotel.com  

845-676-4408

DINE IN

OR TAKEOUT

Support Local 
Restaurants

Making A Splash
Students at Margarteville Central School 

participated in the Positive Behavioral Inter-
ventions and Supports program’s Splash Day 
on June 10. Students and staff enjoyed a 
range of fun activities.  Above, Gabby Sines 
heads down the water slide. — Photos by Julia 
Marks

MCS Principal Laura Norris is on her way 
to a splash in the dunking booth.

Mackenzie Scully, 
left, and Luna Eves 
enjoy donuts during 
Splash Day at MCS.

Amelia Pascarella and Willbert Martinez were among the Marga-
retville students enjoying the fun and games at Splash Day.

Madison Rizzo, River Williams, and Cheyenne Odell, left to right, put their muscle into the 
tug-of-war competition during Margaretville Central School’s Splash Day. 
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Off-Grid Cabin 
When the seller of 

626 Lord's Lane was 
ready to sell his off-grid 
cabin in Roxbury he 
reached out to Cricket 
Keys and Peggy Bellar of 
the Catskill Dream 
Team.  This sweet log 
cabin is situated up a 
private road and runs 
off a generator.  The 
views on this 3.9-acre 

parcel are amazing!   
Bellar and Keys quickly 
secured a cash buyer 
who knows the area well 
and is thrilled to acquire 
this property.  We wish 
our sellers all good 
things in their next 
chapter and we welcome 
the new owners. 

Rural parcel
Congratulations to 

Ms. Kemble who has just 
sold her Halcottsville 
land. Beautiful parcel of 
over 5 acres with some 
lovely mountain views 
will be the perfect spot 
for a new home. Prop-
erty was listed exclu-
sively by Sean 
O'Shaughnessy with Col-
dwell Banker Timber-
land Properties, 
Margaretville office. 

ROXBURY — The 
Roxbury Library Associ-
ation (RLA) welcomes 
the public to the Sat-
urday, July 2 RLA Silent 
Auction, to take place 
this year as an in-person 
fundraising event at the 
Roxbury Library.  

Featuring a diverse 
range of auction items, 
from antique and vin-
tage collectibles to vi-
sual artworks and 
handcrafted quilts, 
handbags, and home ac-
cent pieces, as well as 
gift baskets and gift cer-
tificates from long- and 
newly established local 
businesses and eateries, 
the July 2022 RLA Silent 
Auction will begin at 
9:30 a.m. on July 2nd. 
Following the silent auc-
tion registration and bid-
ding period from 9:30 
a.m. through 1:30 p.m., 
the announcement of 
bidding results will 

occur at 2:00 p.m.   
Winning bidders must 

pay for their items by 
cash or check on the day 
of the auction and must 
have available transport 
for the auction items 
won. 

The RLA will offer a 
silent auction preview 
week on the following 
days and times: Sat-
urday, June 25th, 10:00 
a.m.-2:00 p.m.; Monday, 
June 27th, 8:30 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.; Wednesday, 
June 29th, 8:30 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.; and Thurs-
day, June 30th, 8:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m., at the 
Roxbury Library. 

The RLA will offer 
transport of silent auc-
tion donations to the 
Roxbury Library on Sat-
urday, June 18th, 10:00 
a.m.-1:00 p.m. Please 
call the Roxbury Library 
at 607 326-7901 to 
schedule this service. 

For additional in-
quiries regarding this 
year's RLA Silent Auc-
tion, please contact Rox-
bury Library Director 
Dian Seiler or the Rox-
bury Library Clerical 
Staff (Mary Jean Scud-
der or Elizabeth Fru-
gina) at 607 326-7901. 

Located at 53742 
State Highway 30, the 
Roxbury Library is di-
rectly opposite the 
town's United Methodist 
Church on Main Street. 

Roxbury Library Planning Silent Auction

Groceries, 
Kitchen  

& Home Goods



Competition Is On

By Brian Sweeney
“It ain’t bragging, if it’s true,” the old 

saying goes. That’s why I’m so proud of 
our cat, Holly. 

At the risk of offending anyone (that’s 
never really stopped me), Holly spends 
a good portion of her day outside during 
the warm weather months. Since we live 
in a forested area, there are plenty of 
creatures around. Many are “bite size.” 
And she does. It’s how she’s wired. 

Over the years, Holly has collected 
countless trophies, proudly depositing 
them on the porch. Personally, if there 
are a few less mice or chipmunks roam-
ing around, I’m OK with that — espe-
cially since chipmunk tunnels have 
sections of our yard holier than Swiss 
cheese. 

Outstanding!
A couple of years ago I was proud to 

document Holly’s MVP (Most Valuable 
Predator) season as she piled up be-
tween 40-50 chipmunk pelts. It was 
truly impressive. Not surprisingly, there 
weren’t nearly as many of the critters 
around last year. 

This season, she’s only nabbed a 
handful (mouthful, claw-full?) of chip-
munks. How can I put this delicately? 
Holly has some years on her and the 
slowdown is expected, especially after 
so many superior campaigns. To use a 
baseball analogy, I like to compare Al-
bert Pujols — both in the twilight of 
their brilliant careers. 

A little help
Because the chipmunk population has 

spiked this year and Holly is spending 
more time on the bench (translation: 
porch cushions) we figured it would be 
beneficial to bring in a pinch-hitter in 
the form of a have-a-heart trap. We 
found one with great online reviews 
such as: “Creatures flock to it in mi-
nutes.”  

The only drawback is the fact that 
chipmunks apparently have navi-
gational skills far superior to mine and 
must be “dropped off” at least five miles 
away so they don’t return. Have they 
seen the price of gas? Well, we had the 
trap, so we decided to give it a try de-
spite the potential transportation cost. 

At first, the chipmunks — despite 
their ability to find their way home from 
miles away — could not figure out how 
to get themselves caught. I even tried 
taping the instructions on the side of the 
trap. When that didn’t work, a more 
tempting placement of cashews did the 
trick — we had two in a matter of hours. 
A doubleheader, to continue the base-
ball theme.  

Rally time
Holly, our ever-observant slayer of 

wildlife, was visibly miffed by this turn 
of events. After witnessing the action, 
she soon took down her first chipmunk 
in weeks. By early afternoon, she had 
tied the score. Standing proudly next to 
her catch, Holly gave me a look that 
said: “And there’s no need to drive these 
away.” At press time, the pace had 
picked up and the score was 4-4. 

Speaking of driving, as I chat with the 
caged critters during the relocation pro-
cess, I’ve learned that none of them 
have ever ridden in a car. They also 
don’t care for the music on my phone, 
always requesting Alvin and the Chip-
munks. I have some Dave Alvin, but 
that’s not the same. 

Plus, as skilled as these critters re-
portedly are with finding their way 
home from great distances, they are 
lacking in the ability to navigate their 
way out when the trap door has been 
opened. Of course, when they finally do 
detect the escape route, they are quite 
enthusiastic in making a break — kind 
of a New Home Run.  

There are no such issues with Holly’s 
quarry. I simply deposit them in her 
Hole of Fame. 

Page E4                                    Catskills  Chronicle • June 17, 2022

By or against          Town  In Favor of               Transfer Tax

Delaware County Deed Transfers

Here’s  Here’s  
The ScoopThe Scoop

  Summer  
Starts  

June 21!

Date: May 26

continued from E1 
 issue of the parking in 
front of this particular 
location be adjusted, if 
this exception (Local 
Law) to the parking be 
accepted,” she offered.  

She added, “Because 
it is very clear that the 

vote has been manipu-
lated, once again.” 

Controversial issue
This comment, refer-

ring to the ongoing lit-
igation regarding 
absentee voting in-
fluencing the 2022 out-

come of the village 
election, drew ap-
plause from many au-
dience members. 

A shouting match en-
sued with Avi Mendlo-
vic pushing back by 
yelling, “You cannot 
say anything anymore. 

You are not running the 
show!” 

At that point in the 
meeting, Mayor Zubin 
intervened in the 
chaotic scene and in-
structed everyone to 
“take their discussions 
out on the porch.” 

Parking Plan Change Redlighted 

By Mike Martin
Proposed regula-

tions regarding Short-
Term Rental (STR) 
properties were again a 
topic of discussion at 
the Roxbury Town 
Board’s June 13 meet-
ing. 

The town’s STR 
Committee has been 
working for more than 
a year in an effort to 
draft regulations gov-
erning transient hous-
ing. At Monday’s 
meeting several res-
idents questioned the 
board about the status 
of Short-Term Rental 
regulations. There 
were also concerns 
over a perceived in-
equality of required in-
spections between 
STRs and other com-
mercial buildings. The 
inspection that have 
been discussed as part 
of the proposed regula-
tions are geared to-
ward fire safety, but 
several residents 
thought fire safety in-
spections should be 
conducted equally for 
all businesses.  

Supervisor Allen 
Hinkley responded that 
nothing definite has 
been decided regarding 
inspections. He said 
the STR Committee is 
basically at a standstill 

over the issue of who 
and what department 
would be responsible 
for enforcement of any 
regulations. He stated 
that this will be a prior-
ity issue and be dis-
cussed at a meeting 
designed to get the 
committee past this 
roadblock. 

One resident com-
mented that STRs are 
an important part of 
our local tourist econ-
omy and are something 
to be promoted. 

In other business, 
Mike Harrington of La-
mont Engineering sub-
mitted a report with 
updates on several 
water projects. Har-
rington was unavail-
able and submitted a 
report. Noted on the 
report were: 

• In the Denver 
Water System, the 
Hubbell Company re-
paired a leak between 
the wellfield and pum-
phouse.  

•Roxbur y /Grand 
Gorge: Start-up of the 
new PW-3 and Springs 
filtration system is ex-
pected in the next 
month with work con-
tinuing on PW-1 & PW-
2 improvements. The 
Hubbell Company sub-
mission was accepted 
as low bid on the 

Roosevelt/Lake Street 
water main loop. 

Department reports
• Renovation on the 

new town hall is wrap-
ping up. Moving activ-
ities are in progress to 
occupy the building by 
June 21. A ribbon cut-
ting and ceremony is 
being planned. 

• Speed indicator 
signs are scheduled to 
be installed soon at lo-
cations approved by 
highway department 
officials. There will be 
four signs installed in 
Grand Gorge and three 
in Roxbury. These 
signs are similar to the 
one seen on Route 23 
going into Stamford. 

• It was reported 
that the commercial 
kitchen appears to be a 
success as it is cur-
rently rented with 
others on a waiting list. 
The park currently has 
four summer help em-
ployees. 

• The assessor’s of-
fice is experiencing de-
lays and difficulties 
uploading property 
photos onto the county 
website. This has been 
an ongoing issue and 
the county is said to be 
working on a solution. 

• A resolution was 
approved for  William 

Schryver to hold 
classes for town em-
ployees on CPR & De-
fibrillator training. The 
cost will be $17 per 
employee. 

• The board resolved 
to advertise bids for 
the Johnson Road 
stream work for a 
FEMA-funded project. 
Bid opening will be 
July 8 at 3 p.m. 

• The board ap-
proved a resolution to 
terminate its agree-
ment with the RAVE 
Alert System and start 
communications with 
Everbridge Alert Sys-
tems. The state and 
county use this system 
and it seems to be 
better suited for mu-
nicipal alert purposes, 
it was noted. 

• A MARK Project 
official reported that 
the old town hall would 
be eligible for a Main 
Street grant if, after the 
town vacates the prop-
erty, it is leased for at 
least five years. Poten-
tial plans are to turn 
the building into a 
town history museum. 

• It was noted that 
the O’Connor Founda-
tion would provide a 
$5,000 matching grant 
towards completetion 
of a new Comprehen-
sive Plan. 

Roxbury Board Stalled On STR Rules

ALBANY — Auditors 
have cited shortcom-
ings with some of the 
procurement proce-
dures of the Onteora 
Central School (OCS) 
District. 

In findings released 
last week by the NYS 
Comptroller’s Office, 
the auditors concluded, 
“District officials did 
not always procure 
goods and services in a 
cost-effective manner 
or ensure claims were 
audited for accuracy 
and completeness.” 
The audit covers the 
period from July 1, 
2019-June 30, 2021. 

Key findings of the 

audit included, the dis-
trict did not: 

• Have proper doc-
umentation to support 
that a bus purchase to-
taling $121,928 was 
competitively bid. 

• Obtain minimum 
required quotes for 
eight purchases total-
ing $106,212. 

The claims auditor 
did not: 

• Audit claims for 
accuracy or complete-
ness. As a result, they 
auditors identified dis-
crepancies with 17 
claims totaling 
$11,173. 

Key recommenda-
tions resulting from the 
review include: 

• Ensure officials 
and staff clearly doc-
ument compliance with 
competitive bidding 
statutes and the dis-
trict’s purchasing pol-
icies and procedures. 

• Obtain verbal 
and written quotes and 
ensure that all proper 
documentation is main-
tained. 

• Provide the 
claims auditor with ac-
cess to district’s finan-
cial application to 
verify availability of 
funds and ensure pric-
ing matches vendor 

agreements. 
The auditors indi-

cated that district offi-
cials agreed with the 
findings and indicated 
they plan to initiate 
corrective action. 

The OCS District is 
located in the Towns of 
Olive, Woodstock, 
Shandaken, Hurley and 
Marbletown in Ulster 
County and the Town 
of Lexington in Greene 
County. 

The District is gov-
erned by a seven-
member Board of 
Education responsible 
for the district’s finan-
cial and educational af-
fairs.  
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Procurement Issues Cited In Onteora District Audit



ADVENT CHRISTIAN  

MARGARETVILLE  
ADVENT CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH                                                                            
109 Maple Street, 
Margaretville, NY  12455                                                                                                
845-586-4601                                                                                                                                               
Sunday Worship  
Service, 11am                                                                                                                
Bible Study  
Wednesday 6 pm, April-
November  

BAPTIST 

STAMFORD BAPTIST 
CHURCH                                                                                                                             
40 Lake Street, Stamford 
NY 12167      
(607) 607 652-3713                          
Sunday School, 9:45 AM, 
Worship 11:00 AM                      
Pastor Waylen Bray:  
Associate Pastor Shawn 
Frazer                                                                                              
We are here to help! 

CATHOLIC 

ST. ANNE’S MISSION 
CHURCH 
375 Main Street, Andes, 
NY 13731 
Phone: 838 910 9889 
Mass on Sunday at 12 pm 

ST. PHILIP NERI  
MISSION CHURCH 
State Highway 30, Grand 
Gorge, NY 12434 
Phone: 838 910-9889 
Mass Sunday 8am   
Reconciliation is offered 
Sundays 7:30-8:00 am 

SACRED HEART 
CHURCH 
543 Main Street, Marga-
retville, NY 12455 
Phone: 838 910 9889 
Masses: Sun. at 10 am, 
Tuesday at 12, Wednes-
day at 9am 

SACRED HEART 
CHURCH 
27 Harper Street, Stam-
ford, NY 12167 
Phone: 838 910 9889 
Masses: Saturday 4:30, 
Thursday 12:00pm, Fri-
day 9:00am 
Reconciliation is offered 
Saturdays 3:30-4:15pm 

CHRISTIAN CENTER
 – CONTEMPORARY  

CATSKILL MOUNTAIN 
CHRISTIAN CENTER 
629 Main St. Margaret-
ville, NY 12455                                                                                                        
845-586-4848                                                                                                                             
Our service time is 10 am 
Sundays     

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Saint James Church  
Lake Delaware 
55 Lake Delaware Drive 
Delhi, NY 13753 
(607) 832-4401 
Sunday Mass, 10 am 

JEWISH  
CONSERVATIVE 

CONGREGATION B'NAI 
ISRAEL 
347 Wagner Ave 
Fleischmanns, NY 12430 
(845) 254-9945 
Shabbat Services 
Friday at 7:00 pm 
Saturday at 9:30am 
We are inclusive and 
egalitarian.

ORTHODOX CHURCH

SAINT HERMAN OF 
ALASKA ORTHODOX 
CHURCH / CLOUD-
BEARING MOUNTAIN 
RETREAT CENTER 

1714 Mountain Brook 
Road, Bovina, NY   
13740  
Phone: 607 326-0052                                                                   
Sundays 10 am: Holy 
days, classes and      re-
treats as announced                                                  
info@cbmountain.org       
www.cbmountain.org    
                                                                                                     

PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

MARGARETVILLE – 
NEW KINGSTON PRES-
BYTERIAN CHURCH 
October - May 
169 Orchard Street 
Margaretville NY 12455 
May-October 
5177 County Hwy 6 
New Kingston NY 12459 
Sunday Service 9.30 am. 
Tel: 845-586-4567 

REFORMED CHURCH
                                                                       
JAY GOULD  
MEMORIAL  
REFORMED CHURCH                                                                
53837 NY Highway 30, 
Roxbury, NY  12474                                                                     
Phone: (607) 326-7101                                                                
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Kane DiBenedetto           HomeFoamInsulation.net 
10+ YEARS EXPERIENCE  |  FULLY INSURED  |  FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SPRAY FOAM

845-594-7413
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Bathrooms • Remodeling • Vinyl Siding
Replacement Windows • Insulation

Doors •  Additions • Seamless Gutters

ROOFING EXPERTSROOFING EXPERTS

607-432-8326
800-252-2140

www.thepowellcompany.comwww.thepowellcompany.com

4/26/2020

4/8/2020

4/10/2020

BUSINESS SERVICES
To Promote Your Business, Contact Gretchen Balcom at 607 435-0795

Wheelchair & stretcher transports
Medicaid approved NY DOT # 32940

Circle of Life
Ambulette Services
607 538-1734

SERVING DELAWARE, OTSEGO, SCHOHARIE & HERKIMER COUNTIES

255 Maple Ave                                Fax/Billing 607 538-9681
Hobart NY 13788        circleoflife@stny.rr.com

4/26/2020

Mon - Fri  8 - 6   •   Sat 8 - 4   •   Sun 9 - 1

Railroad Avenue Supply Co. Inc.

5 Railroad Ave.  Stamford NY 12167
607 652-7103

4/8/2020

Invest in YOUR
Business with a  
DIRECTORY AD

Contact Gretchen Balcom  
at 607 435-0795

4/8/2020

HOEKO EXCAVATING

CLEARING, ROADS, 

PONDS MY SPECIALTY

Fully Insured  
Estimates Gladly Given

845 594-5302

Subscribe to the Eagle:  
607 652-5252

YOUR BUSINESS  
LISTING HERE 

CALL GRETCHEN  
845 586-6192

Worship Service Directory

    
Worship  
Service  

Directory 
Sponsored By

A Time and A Place digital magazine.  Covering 
business stories, columns, events, book   reviews, 
pet care and the Delaware County Chamber of 
Commerce newsletter.  Visit www.atimeanda-
placemagazine.com    

A go-to publication on where to shop, dine, play 
and do.  Choose to sign-up to receive it monthly 
in your inbox.  

Time of Service  
9:30 am Sunday Rev. 
Richard Dykstra                              
PRATTSVILLE  
REFORMED  CHURCH                 
14630 Main Street, Pratts-
ville, NY  12468                              
Phone : (607) 326-7101                  
Sunday Worship 11 am  
Rev. Richard Dykstra                      

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

ANDES UMC                                  
327 Lower Main Street, 
Andes NY 13731                            
10:30 am Sundays 

HALCOTT UMC                              
42 Bouton Road,    
Halcott NY 12430                           
9:00 am Sundays 

MARGARETVILLE UMC                
55 Church Street, Marga-
retville NY 12455                            
10:30 am Sundays 

ROXBURY UMC                             
53761 State Highway 30, 
Roxbury NY 12474                         
9:00 am Sundays 

FLEISCHMANNS — 
1053 Main Street Gal-
lery in Fleischmanns, 
New York is pleased to 
present “P.O.I./P.O.V.,” an 
exhibition of work by 
the artist Robin Factor, 
on view from June 18 
through July 24 with an 
opening reception on 
Saturday, June 18, from 
3-6 p.m. 

The artist, who re-
sides in Roxbury, has 
this to say about the 
pieces that make up this 
exhibition, 

“Living in the Catskills 
demands a response to 
our landscape and envi-
ronment. Art is a way for 
us not only to find our 
place in the natural 
world, but also to call at-
tention to its overwhel-
ming beauty, its power, 
and its heartbreaking 
fragility in the 21st Cen-
tury, often in stark con-
trast to our resource 
-consuming, virtual-real-
ity, inward-looking 
world.  

“These pieces come 
out of a new series ex-
ploring interior and ex-
terior landscapes, each a 
point of interest in its 
own, and the uneasy 
duality between roman-
ticizing and destroying 
landscape. Often com-
prising objects of the 

larger world, natural and 
man-made, these pieces 
are my way of creating a 
conversation between 
elements as they re-
spond and react to each 
other, and between the 
viewer and the piece as 
they explore their own 
landscape point of view.” 

Robin Factor has an 
MFA and a BFA in paint-
ing from Pratt Institute. 
Visit her website at rob-
infactorart.com. 

Variety of art
Opened in 2021, 1053 

Main Street Gallery is a 
brand new, fully ren-
ovated gallery space 
created with the primary 
mission of supporting 
the vibrant artistic com-
munity in the Catskills 
and surrounding areas.  

The gallery, owned by 
Mark Birman and di-
rected by Amy Masters, 
was developed to sup-
port artists in every 
phase of their careers, 
welcoming all dis-
ciplines of creative 
work. Regular hours are 
Friday and Saturday, 
11am to 5pm and Sun-
day, 12pm to 4pm and 
by appointment. For 
more information on 
1053 Main Street Gal-
lery, visit 1053maingal-
lery.com. 

Artwork by Robin Factor 
Featured at 1053 Gallery



Friday, June 17
A Pre-Shabbat BBQ will be held at 6 

p.m. on reopening day at Congregation 
B'nai Israel, 347 Wagner Avenue, Fleisch-
manns. RSVP by calling 845 254-9945 or 
e-mailing: bnaiisraelfleischmannsny 
@gmail.com  

Saturday, June 18
1053 Main Street Gallery in Fleisch-

manns, New York is pleased to present 
“P.O.I./P.O.V.,” an exhibition of work by the 
artist Robin Factor, on view from June 18, 
2022 through July 24, 2022, with an open-
ing reception on Saturday, June 18, from 
3-6 p.m. For more information on 1053 
Main Street Gallery, visit 1053maingal-
lery.com. 

Wednesday-Monday, June 29-July 4
The Margaretville Fire Department will 

host its Annual Field Days from Wednes-
day June 29 hrough Monday July 4th in the 
Margaretville Village Park. Fireworks this 
year will be Saturday July 2 and Monday 
July 4.There is no cost to enter the fair-
grounds although there will be a free will 
donation box to help cover the cost of the 
fireworks. Come on down to support your 
local Volunteer Fire Department for some 
fun for all ages with rides, food, beer, fire-
works, games, live music, and more!

Saturdays & Sundays through July 3
East Branch Delaware River Plein Air 

Painters Pop Up Gallery, 1084 Main Street, 
Fleischmanns on Saturdays and Sundays, 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. features works of 20 
member artists including Robert Axelrod, 
Donna David, Agnes Freas, Gail Freund, 
Tabitha Gilmore-Barnes, Kathy Green, 
Oneida Hammond, Patrice Lorenz, Ron 
Macklin, Helen Manzo, Sheila McManus, 
Sumiko Patrone, Lesley A. Powell, Deb 
Ruggerio, Michelle Sidrane, Sara Stone, 
Sharon Suess, Alix Travis, Ros Welchman, 
Dan Williams.  

Through July 4
Margaretville’s Longyear Gallery is fea-

turing two solo exhibitions, Neil Driscoll’s 
“Let The Painting Speak” and Christopher 
Moore’s “Christopher Moore: Twenty Pic-
tures.” Displayed in separate spaces of the 
gallery, these two shows will be accompa-
nied by a group show of all Longyear Gal-
lery member artists in the gallery’s two 
other areas and will run from Friday, June 
10th through Monday, July 4th, with the 
Artists’ Reception held at Longyear Gallery 
on Saturday, June 11th from 3-6 p.m. Lon-
gyear Gallery is located Downstairs in The 
Commons, 785 Main Street, Margaretville. 
For information, please visit: longyeargal-
lery.org, or call 845 586-3270. 

Ongoing
The Headwaters Arts Center at 66 Main 

Street in Stamford is offering an exciting 
camp for kids this summer. Creativity 
Camp for Kids takes place each Wednes-
day through July and August when 
campers will put their creative minds to 
use. For more information, call 
607.214.6040 or visit our website at rox-
buryartsgroup.org.  
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Sunday, June 19 
Shephard Hills, Roxbury 

Dad’s Golf Free 
(tee times suggested 607 326 7121)  

followed by an afternoon of  
Music, Food, Friends and Fun  

From 3-7pm  
Special Menu  

Grilling Station 
Drink Specials

3pm � Jim Rauter  & Friends� � 5pm � Los Luddites

Oate ate
at Shephard Hills

Marinated Lamb Lollipops, Summer Sandwiches,  
Grilled Shrimp Cobb Salad,  

Regular and Spiked Watermelon,  
Grilled Tri-Tip of Beef, Lobster Rolls, Wings  

Cheese and Charcuterie Boards,  
Kid’s Menu and more! 

***Net proceeds from all food sales to benefit  
World Central Kitchen and their efforts towards  

Humanitarian Relief in Ukraine*** 
RESERVATIONS STRONGLY SUGGESTED  

607 222 6210 or the opentable link on 
ateoatecatering.com

East Branch Delaware River Plein Air Painters 
Pop Up Gallery located 1084 Main Street, 
Fleischmanns Saturdays and Sundays, 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. through July 3. The gallery features works 
of 20 member artists including (not in order in 
photo) Robert Axelrod, Donna David, Agnes 

Freas, Gail Freund, Tabitha Gilmore-Barnes, 
Kathy Green, Oneida Hammond, Patrice Lorenz, 
Ron Macklin, Helen Manzo, Sheila McManus, Su-
miko Patrone, Lesley A. Powell, Deb Ruggerio, 
Michelle Sidrane, Sara Stone, Sharon Suess, Alix 
Travis, Ros Welchman, and Dan Williams. 

Branching Out

STAMFORD — The 
Headwaters Arts Center 
at 66 Main Street in 
Stamford is offering an 
exciting camp for kids 
this summer! Creativity 
Camp for Kids takes 
place each Wednesday 
through July and August 
when campers will put 
their creative minds to 
use.  

The Headwaters Arts 
Center will provide a va-
riety of activities and 
projects to complete 
that challenge small 
minds and hands.   

Campers will be en-
couraged to work with 
artistic materials and 
mediums to create paint-
ings, birdhouses, and 

many other projects. 
Creativity Camp offers 
youngsers a chance to 
focus on color theory 
and other art concepts, 
while making something 
amazing! Kids will take 
home a finished piece at 
the end of each work-
shop.  

Age groups
Campers will be di-

vided into two age 
groups, ages 5-8 and 
ages 9-12. The camp will 
run for ages 5-8, from 
10:00 am – 12:00 pm. 
For ages 9-12, camp will 
run from 1:00 pm to 
3:00 pm. 

The Headwaters Arts 
Center has a variety of 

registration options for 
Creativity Camp for 
Kids. Drop in with your 
child for a single day to 
check it out or sign up 
your little maker for 
multiple workshops. 

Fees include: $15 for 
One Single Workshop / 
per child. 

$50 for One Month (4 
weeks) / per child. 

$80 for the Summer 
(8 weeks) / per child.  

Register your little 
one at https://roxbu-
ryartsgroup.org/events/c
ategory/workshops/ 

Scholarships are avail-
able. For more infor-
mation, call 
607.214.6040 or visit 
our website at roxbu-

ryartsgroup.org.  
All programs offered 

by the Roxbury Arts 
Group are supported by 
the New York State 
Council on the Arts with 
the support of the Office 
of the Governor and the 
NYS Legislature, the A. 
Lindsay and Olive B. 
O’Connor Foundation, 
the Robinson Broad-
hurst Foundation, the Ti-
anaderrah Foundation, 
The Community Founda-
tion for South Central 
New York, The Delaware 
National Bank of Delhi, 
The Roxbury Contempo-
rary Lodging, and by the 
generosity of business 
sponsors and individual 
donors like you.                         

Summer Creativity Camp for Kids Planned 

MARGAREVILLE — 
The Margaretville Fire 
Department will host its 
Annual Field Days from 
Wednesday, June 29 
Through Monday, July 4 
in the Margaretville Vil-
lage Park.  

Lighting it up!
Fireworks this year 

will be Saturday, July 2 
and Monday, July 4. 
There is no cost to enter 
the fairgrounds although 
there will be a free will 
donation box to help 
cover the cost of the fire-
works.  

Come on down to sup-
port your local Volunteer 
Fire Department for 
some fun for all ages 
with rides, food, beer, 
fireworks, games, live 
music, and more!

2 Fireworks Nights 
Among Highlights 
of MFD Field Days



Groceries, 
Kitchen  

& Home Goods
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Experienced  
Mechanic

Must have own 
tools. Full-time, 
can be part-time 
to start. Vacation 
pay, holiday pay.    
Insurance avail-
able. 
Send resume to 

bdmotors@      
catskill.net
or call for an       
appointment:  

(845) 586-3253

HELP WANTED, SEA-
SONAL LABORER: The 
Town of Middletown is 
seeking a Full time sea-
sonal Laborer with a class 
D license for the months of 
May, June, July, August 
and September. Please 
send resume to Town of 
Middletown Po Box 577, 
Margaretville NY 12455.  
                       MY13TFC 

THE TOWN OF HAR-
DENBURGH is looking for 

summer help at our Living-
ston Manor location to as-
sist with general summer 
tasks such as road main-
tenance, weed whacking, 
cutting brush, etc. Must 
have a valid drivers li-
cense. Pay rate is $16.00 
per hour. If you are inter-
ested Please come to our 
Town Hall at 51 Rider Hol-
low Rd. Arkville NY, 12406 
for an application or call 
845-586-2223. 
                           3JN24 

LEGAL NOTICES

HELP WANTED

WANTED
Mature person to do 
a little light cleaning, 
cooking and shop-
ping Friday - Mon-
day 8am-11am 
Arena/Margaretville 
area.  

Email: manny673 
rich@gmail.com for 
additional infor-
mation.  

BID NOTICE 
Town of Roxbury  

Town of Roxbury Request 
for Bids for Road Restora-
tion at Johnson Road, 
Roxbury, New York 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to 
New York State General 
Municipal Law, Section 
103, the Town of Roxbury 
(Delaware County, New 
York), will receive bids 
from independent contrac-
tors for the following work, 
described below, at 
Johnson Road, Roxbury, 
NY 12474.  

Bids are requested for the 
following works: 

Site #1: 
1) Set up dewatering; 
2) Install stacked rock key-
way (60’x4’x3’) using 
stackable rocks (avg. size 
3x3x4); 
3) Construct stacked rock 
wall (60’x4’x5’) using 
stackable rocks (avg. size 
3x3x4); 
4) Install rip rap slope pro-
tection (60’x2’x20’) using 
medium stone fill; and 
5) Backfill with pit run 
gravel (60’x4’x25’). 

Site #2 
1) Set up dewatering; 
2) Install stacked rock key-
way (45’x4’x3’) using 
stackable rocks (avg. size 
3x3x4); 
3) Construct stacked rock 
wall (45’x4’x8’) using 
stackable rocks (avg. size 
3x3x4); 
4) Backfill with pit run 
gravel (45’x4’x8’) 
5) Replace shoulder 
(105’x3’x6”) with crushed 
gravel 

Site #3 
1) Set up dewatering; 
2) Install stacked rock key-
way (20’x4’x3’) using 
stackable rocks (avg. size 
3x3x4); 
3) Construct stacked rock 
wall (20’x4’x7’) using 
stackable rocks (avg. size 
3x3x4); 

4) Install rip rap keyway 
(79’x2’x3’) using medium 
stone fill; 
5) Install rip rap slope pro-
tection(79’x2’x7’) using 
medium stone fill 
6) Backfill with pit run 
gravel; (79’x5’x10’) and 
7) Replace shoulder 
(99’x3’x6”) with crushed 
gravel. 

All work must be com-
pleted in accordance with 
applicable law. The Con-
tractor is solely respon-
sible for compliance with 
all laws including Section 
220 of the New York State 
Labor Law. Contractors 
are required to provide 
proof of general liability in-
surance and workers’ com-
pensation insurance, 
naming the Town of Rox-
bury as an additional in-
sured on a primary and 
non-contributory basis.   

Contractors must also pro-
vide a Certificate of Non-
Collusion with their bid. 

A contractor walk-through 
will be held by contractor 

request. Please call Town 
Highway Supt., William 
Sprague,  to schedule an 
appointment at 607-326-
4222.  

Sealed proposals are due 
at the New Roxbury Town 
Hall located at 56 Hillcrest 
Drive, PO Box 189, Rox-
bury, NY 12474, before 
3:00 PM on July 8, 2022. 
All sealed bids received 
shall be publicly opened 
and read at the New Town 
of Roxbury Town Hall at 
3:00 PM on July 8, 2022, 
and the identity of all offe-
rors shall be publicly dis-
closed at such time and 
place. The Town reserves 
the right to waive any infor-
mality in the bidding, any 
irregularity or defect in any 
submission, to request 
clarification, or additional 
certification or information 
regarding bids, to cancel 
this bid notice, and to re-
ject any and all bids at its 
sole discretion. The Town 
shall assume no liability for 
any expense incurred by a 
Bidder in replying to this 
bid notice. 

Dated: June 14, 2022 
Roxbury, New York 

By Order of the Board of 
the Town of Roxbury 

Diane Pickett, Town Clerk  
JN17C 

Staff report
The Middletown Town 

Board, at its June meet-
ing, set a deadline for its 
water department super-
intendent to perform 
maintenance on fire hy-
drants in Arkville. 

Water Superintendent 
Bob Payne was not in at-
tendance at the session. 
He had been asked last 
month to complete 
some overdue mainte-
nance on the hydrants 
and to have several 
others repaired. 

Board Member Nel-
son Delameter said the 
work has not been com-
pleted and expressed his 
displeasure with the sit-
uation. As a member of 
the town’s Water Com-

mittee, Mr. Delameter 
said he would write an e-
mail on behalf of the 
board outlining the 
work to be performed 
and an expected com-
pletion date. 

Mr. Delameter, who 
serves as the Margaret-
ville Fire Chief, said en-
suring hydrants are in 
proper working con-
dition is a matter of pub-
lic safety. 

In other business, the 
board did not vote on a 
request from Superin-
tendent of Highways 
John Biruk who was re-
questing authorization 
to purchase a new truck. 
He indicated that the 
truck would likely not be 
available until 2024 be-

cause of supply short-
ages. 

Supervisor Patrick 
Davis said he was not 
comfortable allocating 
money for something so 
far in advance, given the 
unpredictable nature of 
budgets. The board 
agreed and no vote was 
taken. 

The board unani-
mously approved a res-
olution recognizing June 
as Pride Month in the 
Town of Middletown. 
The resolution reads, in 
part:  

Whereas, the Town of 
Middletown is com-
mitted to standing with 
and supporting the 
LGBTQ+ community 
and working to ensure 

that all individuals are 
welcomed and treated 
with respect and dignity. 

Now, therefore, be it 
resolved that I, Carl Pat-
rick Davis, Supervisor 
of the Town of Middle-
town, do hereby pro-
claim June as LGBTQ+ 
Pride Month in the Town 
of Middletown and en-
courage all to celebrate 
the spirit of Pride Month 
year-round with acts of 
kindness and inclusion. 

Prior to passage, two 
young people intro-
duced themselves as 
members of the 
LGBTQ+ community 
spoke to the board and 
requested the board’s 
support for the res-
olution.  

Middletown Board Sets Hydrant Maintenance Deadline

continued from E1
“We’ve got plenty of 

career politicians in 
Washington; what we 
need more of are leaders 
who’ve actually laid it on 
the line for our country 
— served in combat, 
built a business, united 
people during tough 
times. Today, I’m proud 
to be nominated to run 
in the special election to 
fill the remainder of Lt. 
Governor Antonio Del-
gado’s term,” said Pat 
Ryan. “Upstate New 
Yorkers are tough, but 
we’ve had a hell of a few 
years. While recovering 
from the pandemic, 
we’ve seen gas and 
grocery prices rise, 
wages remain stagnant, 

and a coordinated attack 
on women’s reproduc-
tive rights. I’m running 
for Congress to bring 
the type of common-
sense solutions needed 
to move our country for-
ward.” 

"Pat Ryan is an incred-
ible leader who always 
puts his country and 
community before pol-
itics. From serving in 
Iraq to leading Ulster 
County during the pan-
demic, Pat knows that 
delivering results is what 
truly matters. I'm hon-
ored to support him in 
the special election," 
said Lt. Governor Anto-
nio Delgado. 

"With our democracy 
and basic rights facing 

unprecedented threats, 
we need leaders who will 
put their communities 
over partisan politics. 
Time and again, Pat 
Ryan has shown us that 
he is that type of leader. 
From his time at West 
Point, to serving our 
country in Iraq, and 
leading Ulster County 
through the pandemic, 
Pat is someone who un-
derstands that results 
matter. I'm honored to 
support his special elec-
tion to Congress," said 
New York Governor 
Kathy Hochul. 

“As our County Ex-
ecutive, Pat Ryan has 
proven to be extraordi-
narily well equipped to 
lead in a crisis, and he’s 

exactly the kind of 
leader we need rep-
resenting us in Congress 
right now,” said Kelleigh 
McKenzie, Chair of the 
Ulster County Demo-
cratic Committee. 

“Pat Ryan is a proven 
leader,” said Sam Hodge, 
Chair of the Columbia 
County Democrats. “In 
Ulster County, Pat has 
led an economic renais-
sance. Under his leader-
ship, Ulster has made 
historic investments in 
affordable housing, 
mental health services 
and implemented mean-
ingful policies to tackle 
the opioid epidemic. 
Simply put, he finds so-
lutions and gets the job 
done.” 

Dems Nominate Pat Ryan for Special Election
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Senior Celebration
Members of the Margaretville Central School Class of 2022 were hon-

ored during the Senior Cap and Gown Parade on Friday, June 10.  
School administrators travel along the parade route lined with senior 

banners and present each senior with their lawn sign and cap and 
gown for graduation. In photo at left, Kylee Ferraro waves to the crowd 
along Main Street, Margaretville. — Photo by Christina Stickle
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NEW SUPERINTENDENT
GARDEN PARTY INFO

Cobleskill Briefs 
Do you have any events in Cobleskill, Richmondville, or

Sharon Springs you’d like to see featured in the
Cobleskill Herald? Let us know at
cobleskillherald@gmail.com. 

Senior Congregate Meal Sites Open
Local residents are invited to enjoy socialization and a

hot meal at 12 noon at one of Schoharie County Office
for the Aging’s congregate meal sites: 

-Cobleskill (M-F, Golding Park, 103 High St.)
-Jefferson (Tues./Wed./Thurs.), Community Center,

Rte. 10) 
-Sharon Springs (Mon./Wed./Fri.), Firehouse, Beechwood

Rd.). 
Reserve a meal by calling Schoharie County OFA at

518-295-2001 the day before you want to go. A suggested
donation is accepted from those 60 years old and older.
Under age 60? You’re welcome to participate and will be
charged a set fee. 

Schoharie – Board of Supervisors Meeting 
The Schoharie County Board of Supervisors will be

holding its monthly meeting today – Friday, June 17th –
at 9:00 AM. Meetings are also available for viewing af-
terwards on the SCHOPEG website.

Sharon Springs – Garden Party
The Sharon Springs Garden and Flower Festival,

located in the historic Village of Sharon Springs, will be
held on Saturday, June 18th and Sunday, June 19th. The
Garden and Flower Festival is sponsored by the Sharon
Springs Chamber of Commerce.

Sharon Springs – U Pick Lavender Days
The Slate Hill Flower Farm will be hosting “U Pick

Lavender Days” on their farm, located at 342 Slate Hill
Road in Sharon, during the nearby Sharon Springs
Garden Party weekend of Saturday, June 18th and
Sunday, June 19th. The cost is $10 per bunch of fresh
lavender for visitors to take home with them. 

Charlotteville – Pancake Breakfast
There will be a pancake breakfast at the Charlotteville

Schoolhouse on Sunday, June 19th from 8:00 AM to
11:00 AM. Featuring pancakes, French Toast, maple
syrup, eggs made to order, sausage and sausage gravy,
juice, tea or coffee: $10 for adults, $5 for children ages
6-12, and children age 5 and under eat for free. There
will also be home baked goods available for sale and
50/50 raffle. 

Cobleskill - French Toast Breakfast
The Cobleskill Fire Department will be hosting a

french toast breakfast on Sunday, June 19th from 8:00
AM to 11:00 AM. Breakfast is $8 per adult, $5 per child,
and free for children three and under. Sponsored by the
Cobleskill Fire Department Fire Prevention Program
and Committee, all proceeds go to support the program. 

Juneteenth 
All banks, government institutions, and schools will be

closed in observance of Juneteenth on Monday, June
20th. 

Richmondville – Village Board Meeting
The Richmondville Village Board of Trustees will be

meeting on Tuesday, June 21st at 6:00 PM at the
Municipal Building on Main Street. Typically held on the
third Monday, the June monthly meeting was rescheduled
to Tuesday for Juneteenth. 

Cobleskill – Village Board Meeting
The Cobleskill Village Board of Trustees will be meeting

on Tuesday, June 21st at 7:00 PM at the Cobleskill Fire-
house. Meetings are also available for viewing afterwards
on the SCHOPEG website.

Cobleskill – Board of Education Meeting
The Cobleskill-Richmondville Central School Board of

Education will be meeting on Tuesday, June 21st at 7:30
PM at the Golding Middle School Library. Meetings are
also available for viewing afterwards on the SCHOPEG
website. Typically held on Mondays, this meeting was
rescheduled to Tuesday for Juneteenth. 

Family Recovery Support Group
Every Wednesday evening from 5:30 PM to 7:00 P.M.,

SCCASA hosts Family Recovery Support Group Meetings
facilitated by Maggie Jackman Pryor, a Family Support
Navigator, and Tom Moran, a Peer Engagement Specialist
and Recovery Coach at 349 Mineral Springs Road.

Local Village Races 
Set For Fall

Two Vie for Esperance Mayor
By Timothy Knight
SCHOHARIE COUNTY

– After a month of quiet
independent petitioning,
this fall’s Village elections
in Schoharie County are
set for a slew of mostly
uncontested races with
one notable exception in
Esperance.

Cobleskill:
Incumbent Village

Trustees Howard Burt,
Jr. and Thomas John-
stone are the only candi-
dates who filed petitions
to run again for two-year
terms. Mr. Burt currently
serves as Deputy Mayor,
while Mr. Johnstone is
frequently absent from
meetings.

Esperance:

The tiny Village of Es-
perance is on track to
have its third mayor in
one year.

Following the unex-
pected passing of long-
time Village Mayor
Charles “Chuck” John-
ston earlier this year, his
Deputy Mayor Valerie
VanAller was appointed
by the village board to
serve out the remainder
of his term as Mayor of
Esperance.

Ms. VanAller, however,
is not seeking a full-term
in her own right. Accord-
ing to the Schoharie
County Board of Elec-
tions, only incumbent Vil-
lage Trustee Royce Gaige
and political newcomer
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HSSppacious Hoome with Room to Roam!

4 Bedroom, 2 Bath Modular
Ranch on 7+ Acres

157 El Dorado Lane, Gilboa, NY
Scenic & peaceful setting. Great property
outdoor activities. Large walkout baseme
Newer roof. Above ground swimming poo

Just 30 minutes to Windham!
wGreat plus, low t taxes!

OFFERED AT $299,900.
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4 BEDROOM, 2 BATH MODULAR
RANCH ON 7+ ACRES

157 El Dorado Lane, Gilboa, NY
Scenic & peaceful setting. Great property for
outdoor activities. Large walkout basement.
Newer roof. Above ground swimming pool.

Just 30 minutes to Windham!
Great plus, low taxes!

OFFERED AT $299,900

Spacious Home with Room to Roam!

Laurel Thesier are vying
for the mayoralty.

Additionally, political
newcomers Howard Bur-
man and Alyssa Lowell
are seeking the two open
Village Trustee positions
that are currently held
by Mr. Gaige, who also
serves as Deputy Mayor,
and outgoing Village
Trustee Dan DeFilipps.

The mayoral term is
four years and both
trustee seats are for two-
year terms. 

Richmondville:
Three candidates are

vying for three open seats
in the Village of Rich-
mondville.

Incumbent Village
Trustees Garry Davis and

Milan Jackson have filed
petitions seeking re-elec-
tion to their seats for
two-year terms, while po-
litical newcomer Cynthia
Miller is running to fill a
vacant position for a one-
year term.

The village board has
been operating with only
four members since De-
cember, as former Village
Mayor and Village Trustee
Paul Hahn, Jr. decided
against remaining on the
board after being elected
by write-in last Novem-
ber.

Mr. Davis currently
serves as Deputy Mayor,
while Mr. Jackson is Pres-
ident of the Cobleskill
Rotary Club.

Cobleskill Welcomes Bells
& Whistles Nutrition

Story and Photos by
Timothy Knight

COBLESKILL – Area
residents, political digni-
taries, and the business
community came together
last Friday morning to
formally welcome Bells
& Whistles Nutrition, a
community health food
store, to the Village of
Cobleskill in a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony.

Co-owned by Bobbi El-
liott and Denise Frith,
Bells & Whistles Nutrition
opened its doors to the
community last year in
early October. The health
food store is located with-
in Cobleskill’s original
firehouse and jail at 529
West Main Street opposite
the park.

“I’m honored to be here
today because we’re cel-
ebrating a new business,”
commented Lucas Fiedler,
the 2nd Vice-President of
the Schoharie County
Chamber of Commerce
and President of
Cobleskill Partnership,
Inc.

He continued, “That’s
one of the things that the
Chamber of Commerce
does: not only do we sup-
port our communities; we
support the land that sup-
ports so many different
people over the years. We
want to support those that
are coming in to help sup-

port themselves.”
Noting the presence of

New York State Assem-
blyman Chris Tague and
Village Mayor Rebecca
“Becky” Stanton-Terk, Mr.
Fiedler hailed the new
business for placing an
emphasis on providing
nutritional support local-
ly.

According to Ms. Elliott,
this was a spur of the
moment business plan. “I
own a health food store
in Northern Virginia and
I was up here last summer
for five months with my
grandson, and we couldn’t
find anything that I could
take that was non-GMO,”
she commented.

Tired of traveling out
of town to find supplies,
she wondered why
Cobleskill didn’t have its
own store. “Denise called
me one day and said ‘we
need to do this,’ so we
did this,” recounted Ms.
Elliott. She noted that
none of her products uti-
lize materials from Chi-
na.

Born and raised in near-
by Richmondville, Ms. El-
liott still resides down
south in Leesburg, Vir-
ginia, where she owns an-
other shop – Healthy by
Nature. The store in
Cobleskill is operated by
Ms. Frith, who lives in
the county. 

Above: Area residents, political dignitaries, and
the business community came together last Fri-
day morning to welcome Denise Frith and Bobbi
Elliott's Bells & Whistles Nutrition store to the

Village of Cobleskill
Below: Bobbi Elliott recounts how Bells & Whis-
tles Nutrition got its start while co-owner Denise

Frith listens on
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Coupon Code: CH

CORSALL'S PLAZA LIQUOR SINCE 1966

Price Chopper Plaza, Cobleskill • 518-234-2851

Clip & Save!

$2.00 OFF
5 Liter Box Wine 

• Franzia 
• Peter Vella 
• Almaden

COFFEE IN COBY

War in Europe XVI
By Timothy Knight
What's the end game

for the so-called realists? 
After sixteen weeks of

war in Ukraine, we in the
colloquially self-referred
“Western World” have
learned a lot about the
modern Kremlin, yet the
evolution in opinion is
also stunted by a Henry
Kissinger blend of “real-
ism” foreign policy with
respects to Ukrainian
self-determination. 

Of course, Vladimir
Putin’s Russia has been
revealed to be like one
of those decoratively
painted nesting dolls: all
flourish and no sub-
stance, but in the geopo-
litical game of chess play
our realist friends insist
that we must allow our
foe to swipe a few Ukrain-
ian squares to “save face.”

Ukraine’s example has
proven beneficial to our
improved assessment of
Russian strength, but the
realists would lead you
to believe the example
need not prove itself too
capable or consequential,
otherwise the large pow-
er be humiliated. It is the
same misplaced realpoli-
tik that witnesses Soviet
destruction in remote
Afghanistan, and then
laments Reagan’s “Mr.
Gorbachev, tear down
this wall” speech as un-
necessarily confrontation-
al. 

Please don’t misunder-
stand my negativity to-
wards realism as an en-
dorsement of either neo-
conservatism or liberal
internationalism, but as
a measure of contempt

for the kind of weak-
willed feckless leadership
that is increasingly par-
alyzing Old European
leaders as the Russo-
Ukrainian War reaches
a tipping point. 

One need not look any
further for an example
then Germany’s pattern
of resisting calls to pro-
vide arms, followed by
an announcement of
arms to be delivered, and
then a delay before ac-
tually delivering arms to
Ukraine’s defenders.
Meanwhile, hundreds of
Ukrainian soldiers and
untold civilians die every
day at the hands of the
Russian occupiers, but
at least dear German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz
is being deliberate and
differential, eh? 

Since last week, con-
ditions have remained
more or less the same:
Ukrainians are fighting
fiercely to defend the
Luhansk Oblast from
Russian seizure while
leading a spirited coun-
teroffensive into the
Kherson Oblast with in-
cremental success. It is
a war of attrition at this
point, with pitched and
costly battles over small
villages now taking on
the same significance as
regional capitals in the
early days of Russia’s il-
legal, immoral invasion
of Ukraine in late Feb-
ruary and early March.

It was easier, ironically
enough, to be a realist
three months ago, be-
cause their doctrine fore-
told eventual Russian vic-

tory with the capture of
Kyiv by a superior mili-
tary force versus disor-
ganized resisters. Some-
times the facts on the
ground have a pesky way
of altering those strongly
held preconceived no-
tions, and yet…they still
haven’t completely dis-
sipated in the capitals of
old cities and the New
York Times Editorial
Board, both of which re-
main untethered to new
reality.

Following fifteen years
of the Kremlin gradually
seizing disputed territo-
ries (disputed by them)
in Georgia, Moldova, and
Ukraine, you would think
the realists would include
that in their end game
calculations that Ukraine
now surrendering Mari-
upol, Donbas, and else-
where will have the same
impact as losing Crimea,
South Ossetia, and
Transnistria: embolden-
ing Putin and his regime
to continue a campaign
of imperialism over East-
ern Europe. Apparently,
those facts haven’t sunk
in yet.

In Solidarity with
Ukraine.

Greetings! I am plan-
ning a “mailbag” edition
of Coffee in Coby soon,
so please send any ques-
tions you may have for
me about Schoharie
County politics, the At-
lanta Braves 2021 World
Series title or whatever
else, and it might just be
included. My email is tim-
othycknight93@gmail.co
m. Cheerio.

Police Blotter

Monday, June 6, 2022
At 2:30 PM, Cobleskill

Police arrested Tammey
Wright, 57, of Cobleskill,
N.Y. for petit larceny. She
was issued an appearance
ticket to appear in
Cobleskill Town Court on
06/21/2022 at 2:00 PM.

At 3:11 PM, Cobleskill
Police arrested David Lais,
49, of Ballston Spa, N.Y.
on an arrest warrant from
Cobleskill Town Court at
3:45 PM and released on
his own recognizance to
reappear on 07/05/2022
at 2:30 PM. 

At 8:10 PM, Cobleskill
Police executed two bench
warrants from Cobleskill
Town Court and arrested
Mandy Lee McBride, 39,
of Esperance, N.Y. She
was arraigned at 8:41 PM
and released on one war-
rant to reappear on
06/07/2022 at 4:00 PM.
She was arrested and ar-
raigned on the second war-
rant for bail jumping and
remanded to the Schoharie
County Correctional Fa-
cility on $3,000 cash bail,
$6,000 insurance bail
bond, or $9,000 partially

secured surety bond to
reappear at Cobleskill
Town Court on 06/07/2022
at 4:00 PM. 

Tuesday, June 7, 2022
At 1:46 PM, Cobleskill

Police arrested John
Taveras, 33, of Sharon
Springs, N.Y., executing an
arrest warrant from
Cobleskill Town Court. He
was arraigned at 2:48 PM
at Cobleskill Town Court
and released on non-mon-
etary conditions including
pre-trial supervision and
is to appear in Cobleskill

Town Court on 07/19/2022
at 3:00 PM.

Saturday, June 22,
2022

At 2:12 PM, Cobleskill
Police arrested Isaah Mann,
20, of Walton, N.Y. for as-
sault in the third degree
and criminal mischief in
the fourth degree. He was
arraigned in Seward Town
Court at 6:00 PM and re-
leased on his own recog-
nizance. He is to appear
in Cobleskill Town Court
on 06/21/2022 at 2:00 PM. 

Tune in 24/7..For the best variety..over 1000 song selection..less repetition.
Local weather two times per hour. Saturday 6:05am Farm Show.

Sunday 7:05am The Pet Show.

Sports: Yankees, Nascar, Bulldog
Football Home & Away.

Saturday 605 am Farm Show
DR KEN -M.D.SHOW 7 -8am.
Lite Radio 94.3 & AM- 1190

Schoharie & Otsego Counties - 
100.1 Schenectady, Montgomery & Fulton Counties.

On Line:lite943radio.com - (518) 234-3400.

Democrats Nominate Ulster County 
Executive Pat Ryan for Special Election

SCHOHARIE COUNTY
– On June 9, 2022, Dem-
ocratic Committee Chairs
from across the current
19th Congressional Dis-
trict (CD19) unanimously
chose Ulster County Ex-
ecutive Pat Ryan as the
Democratic Nominee to
run in the August 23rd
Special Election to fill the
remainder of Lieutenant
Governor Antonio Delga-
do’s term in Congress,
which concludes on De-
cember 31, 2022.

Under Election Law
and Party rules, the task
of selecting the nominee
in a Special Election is
delegated to the County
Chairs. The current CD19
includes all of Columbia,
Delaware, Greene, Ot-
sego, Schoharie, Sullivan,
and Ulster Counties, and
parts of Dutchess, Mont-
gomery, and Rensselaer
Counties. 

Theresa Heary, chair
of the Schoharie County
Democrats states, “while
we are only going to be
in District 19 until Janu-
ary, it is essential for all

Democrats that we give
Pat Ryan momentum go-
ing into the general elec-
tions. We will work to
get out the Schoharie
County vote for him.”

“We’ve got plenty of
career politicians in
Washington; what we
need more of are leaders
who’ve actually laid it on
the line for our country
— served in combat, built
a business, united people
during tough times. To-
day, I’m proud to be nom-
inated to run in the spe-
cial election to fill the
remainder of Lt. Gover-
nor Antonio Delgado’s
term,” said Pat Ryan. “Up-
state New Yorkers are
tough, but we’ve had a
hell of a few years. While
recovering from the pan-
demic, we’ve seen gas
and grocery prices rise,
wages remain stagnant,
and a coordinated attack
on women’s reproductive
rights. I’m running for
Congress to bring the
type of common-sense
solutions needed to move
our country forward.”

A fifth-generation Ul-
ster County resident and
West Point graduate who
served two combat tours
in Iraq as an Army intel-
ligence officer, Pat Ryan
was first elected to lead
Ulster County at a Special
Election in April, 2019
and went on to win a
landslide victory in the
General Election later
that year. Prior to serving
as County Executive, he
founded a small technol-
ogy company, which he
grew to over 150 em-
ployees.

Ryan will face Repub-
lican Marc Molinaro,
Dutchess County Execu-
tive, in the CD19 Special
Election scheduled for
August 23rd. Newly
drawn congressional dis-
trict maps will take effect
on January 1, 2023, and
Pat Ryan will run to serve
in the 2023-24 Congress
in the new CD18, which
overlaps with the current
CD19 and includes part
of Ulster and Dutchess
Counties, and all of Or-
ange County. 

Friends of the Fourth
Raising Funds

The Cobleskill based “Friends of the Fourth” are fundraising for this
year’s fireworks display. Scheduled to be held on Saturday, July 2nd at
9:00 PM, fireworks will be launched from the hill behind Price Chopper.

Funding for the fireworks has always been handled by donation only.
There are multiple ways to donate:

Bottle Drive – Mention “Friends of the Fourth” at any Righi’s Redemption
Center location to donate your returns.

By Check – Make your check payable to “Friends of the Fourth” at NBT
in Cobleskill.

Google Pay – Find FriendsOfTheFourthCoby@gmail.com or use code
v04su66 on Google Pay to donate electronically.

Any funds not used this year will apply to the Independence Day
Celebration next year. Sharon Springs Community Sharing

Receives $36,000
At their May 12th meet-

ing in Johnstown, The 100
Women Who Care, Adiron-
dack Foothills, selected
Sharon Springs Commu-
nity Sharing as their char-
ity of choice for the second
quarter of 2022.  

Seven Charities were
nominated for the award,
three charities were then
chosen from “the hat”:
Sharon Springs Commu-
nity Sharing, Gloversville-
Talking is Learning, Fulton
County- Thanksgiving
Meals.  Representatives
from the three charities
each had five minutes to
present their deserving

charities to the group of,
now 180 women, as the
group has grown.  After
two minutes of questions
and answers, each woman
voted for their choice char-
ity.

As the votes were being
counted, we were made
aware that the Gloversville
High School Seniors made
a $300 donation to be
added to this quarter’s
chosen charity.  Also,
Gloversville High School
added $150 to that total.
Then, to add more sus-
pense, before announcing
this quarter’s winning
charity, it was announced
that a local business, who

has chosen to remain
anonymous, loves what
the 100 Women do for the
charities in the area, and
will match the total dona-
tions collected!  This totals
$36,000!  With tears in
our eyes, it was announced
that the winning charity
for the quarter is Sharon
Springs Community Shar-
ing!

On June 17th, members
of The 100 Women Who
Care, Adirondack Foothills,
which has members from
Montgomery, Fulton and
Schoharie Counties, will
be coming to SSCS to pres-
ent the “Big Check”. 
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Cobleskill Pool Opens June 18th
The Cobleskill Village Pool will be open from Saturday, June 18th through Wednesday, August

31st this summer. Recreation swim will be held daily, with available hours being: Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday from 1:00 PM to 6:00 PM; Tuesday and Thursday from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM and 6:00 PM
to 8:00 PM; and, Saturday and Sunday from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM. Tuesday and Thursday evening
swim starts on Tuesday, June 28th.
Season Pass & Admission Prices: for residents a season pass is $50 and daily admission is $2.00

per child and $4.00 per adult; for non-residents a season pass is $70 and daily admission is $4.00
per child and $8.00 per adult.
Swimming Lessons: All levels from Parent Tot to Lifeguarding. Parent Tot – ages 18 months to 3

years – parents must get in the water with their children. Preschool – ages four to five; Level 1 – age
6 or has completed Kindergarten. Registration held at the pool. $30 for Village and Town of
Cobleskill residents, $35 for non-residents.
Session 1: June 27-July 8, with registration on Saturday, June 25th at 11:00 AM. Session 2: July

11-22, with registration on Saturday, July 9th at 11:00 AM. Session 3: July 25-August 5, with
registration on Saturday, July 23rd at 11:00 AM.
Lifeguarding Class: registrants must be at least 15-years-old and the class is held from Monday,

August 8th through Friday, August 12th. For more information about programs or Lifeguarding
Class, please call 518-231-1255.  

CRCS Hires Sickles 
to Lead District 

Matthew Sickles is the new Cobleskill-Rich-
mondville Central School District Superinten-

dent. Photo courtesy of CRCS

Matthew Sickles, a
longtime educator and
school leader, has been
chosen as the next su-
perintendent of schools
at Cobleskill-Rich-
mondville Central School
District. He was unani-
mously appointed by the
Board of Education dur-
ing a special meeting on
June 9, 2022. 
Mr. Sickles, who cur-

rently serves as Super-
intendent of Phelps-
Clifton Springs (Mid-
lakes) Central School Dis-
trict in the Finger Lakes
Region, will begin his
term at CRCS on Sept.
1, 2022. 
“I am honored and

humbled that the
Cobleskill-Richmondville
Board of Education se-
lected me to serve the
students and families of
this community and con-
tinue its proud tradi-
tions,” said Mr. Sickles.
“I look forward to meet-
ing students, staff, and
community members and
learning firsthand every-
thing that makes
Cobleskill-Richmondville
such a great place to
learn. I can’t wait to get
started!” 
Mr. Sickles was chosen

following a search
process that included
community input through
forums and surveys, an
extensive review of ap-
plications and interviews
with several highly qual-
ified candidates. 
His background in-

cludes instructional lead-
ership, strategic plan-

ning, facilities planning,
responsible budgeting
and community partner-
ships – all qualities that
the community had indi-
cated were critically im-
portant for CRCS’s next
leader. He has worked as
a classroom teacher, as-
sistant principal, princi-
pal and superintendent.
“The community made

clear to us that our next
leader should be a strong
communicator and col-
laborator, committed to
excellence in instruction
and education, and ex-
perienced in fiscal man-
agement,” said Bruce Try-
on, the CRCS Board of
Education president. “Mr.
Sickles certainly met each
of those criteria. We are
very excited to welcome
him to C-R and look for-
ward to his leadership
furthering us in our mis-
sion – to educate, inspire
and empower all of our
students.” 
Mr. Sickles replaces

Carl Mummenthey, who
has led CRCS for the past
eight years. Mr. Mum-
menthey is leaving July
1 to become the Super-
intendent at Niskayuna
Central School District.
At CRCS, Mr. Sickles

will be making a home-
coming to the Capital Re-
gion. He was born and
raised in Schaghticoke
(Rensselaer County), and

he holds degrees from
Siena College (bachelor’s
in history) and Union
College (master of arts
in teaching). His profes-
sional life began at
Shenendehowa Central
School District in Clifton
Park, where he was a
high school social studies
teacher, department ad-
ministrator and then as-
sistant and associate prin-
cipal. He also spent 12
years in Schuylerville
CSD as a principal before
becoming superintendent
at Midlakes in 2017.
Mr. Sickles and his wife

of 25 years, Laurie, are
the parents of two daugh-
ters: Abby (23) and Ella
(20). In his free time, he
enjoys golfing, hiking,
ancestry research, Civil
War history, reading
crime novels and travel-
ing. He’s also an avid
fan of the St. Louis Car-
dinals and Dallas Cow-
boys.

Chocolate Jumble History
Marker, Esperance 

The William G.
Pomeroy Foun-
dation’s Hungry
for History his-
torical marker
recognizing
Schoharie

County as the
home of the

chocolate jum-
ble is unveiled
at the Esper-

ance Historical
Society and Mu-

seum. 

The newly un-
veiled and ded-

icated
Chocolate Jum-
bles Hungry for
History marker
stands outside
the Esperance
Historical Mu-
seum and Es-

perance
Presbyterian

Church. 
Photos by Scott

Keidong.

FIRE MARK
INSURANCE
AGENCY

FINGER LAKES FIRE &
CASUALTY CO 
PO Box 39 • 

826 East Main Street
Cobleskill NY 12043 

518-234-2121

We are a full-service property
& casualty agency offering 

insurance coverage on 
• AUTO • HOME 

• LIABILITY • LIFE 
• HEALTH 

• WORKERS COMPENSATION 
We offer the best 

coverage and price to fit your needs
because we represent you.

Stop in to see 
Ray for all your 

insurance needs. 
Ray Gillis 

ray@
firemarkins.com
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Davis Promoted to 1st Lieutenant in NYANG
Richmondville resident

Justin T. Davis, an Engi-
neer Officer in the 827th
Engineer Construction
Company of the 204th
Engineer Battalion, has
been promoted to 1st
Lieutenant in the New
York Army National
Guard. His date of rank
is retroactive to Novem-
ber of 2021. 
Davis, normally as-

signed to the 827th as a
Platoon Leader of 35 sol-
diers, was recently select-
ed for an overseas as-
signment with the 1156th
Vertical Engineer Con-
struction Company. He
was tasked as the Offi-
cer-In-Charge of construc-

tion projects as part of
NATO Operation Resolute
Castle in Romania. Davis
worked jointly with the
military forces of France,
Belgium, Romania and
the United Kingdom. 
Davis was commis-

sioned into the New York
Army National Guard in
2020 through the Reserve
Officer Training Corps.
He is a graduate of Clark-
son University, the U.S
Army Engineer Schools
Engineer Basic Officer
Leaders Course in Fort
Leonard Wood Missouri,
and the 10th Mountain
Division’s Light Fighters
Air Assault School in Fort
Drum New York. His

awards and decorations
include the National De-
fense Service Medal, the
Army Service Ribbon, the
Air Assault Badge, and
the German Armed
Forces Proficiency
Badge(Gold).  
In the private sector,

Davis is a Project Engi-
neer at Lancaster Devel-
opment Inc. L&T Con-
struction. He is assigned
to numerous construction
projects across the state
including the Castleton-
on-Hudson Bridge Reha-
bilitation, I-88 Bridge and
Culvert Repairs, The Al-
bany Skyway Project, and
Route 11 over I-81 Bridge
Replacement.

1st Lt. Justin Davis (standing far-right), a Richmondville native, is pic-
tured with the 1156th Vertical Engineer Construction Company he was in

charge of during his recent deployment to Romania

SUNY Softball Players Named to
Scholar-Athlete Team

The National Fastpitch
Coaches Association
(NFCA) announced today
that six members of the
SUNY Cobleskill softball
team have been named
to the 2021-22
Easton/NFCA All-Ameri-
can Scholar-Athlete Team.
Easton/NFCA All-Ameri-
can Scholar-Athletes must
have earned a minimum
grade point average of at
least 3.50 on a 4.0 scale
in order to receive recog-
nition.  

The Fighting Tiger
team members earning
Easton/NFCA All-Ameri-
can Scholar-Athletes
Team recognition were:
senior Noelle Bisignano,
Cranston, R.I., Cranston
High School East High
School, junior Ashley
Covert, Castile, N.Y.,
Letchworth High School,
senior Maya Davies, Bing-
hamton, N.Y., Chenango
Valley High
School/Onondaga Com-
munity College, junior

Emma Duarte, Dighton,
Mass., senior Jillian Nitch-
man, Ballston Spa, N.Y.,
and sophomore Abigail
Scheurich, Oxford, Conn.,
Nonnewaug High School. 
During the season, the

Fighting Tigers posted a
15-15 overall record in-
cluding an 11-1 record
in league action which
secured the team the
2022 North Atlantic Con-
ference (NAC) Western
Division Championship.
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Shop Locally this Holiday Season
with the Tagua Nut! Where every gift

has a story!

Alpaca Products directly from the 
Andes Mountains of Ecuador!

Choose from:
Blankets
Hats
Gloves
Ponchos
Scarves

Now available: 
Alpaca Throw Blankets! 
Just arrived 2 weeks 
ago from Ecuador!

Open for Breakfast & Lunch.  Gift Cards Available.  Plan your holiday party
& we will take care of all of it for you!

Healthy options...Acai Fruit Smoothie Bowls & Buddha Bowls

Tagua Nut Coffee Mugs - Great Holiday Gift Idea....ONLY $3.99! While
Supplies Last!

taguanutgiftshop.com
509 W Main St • (518) 234-2628

Family Support Group
Meetings

Wednesdays 2:30 - 4:00 @349
Mineral Springs Rd Cobleskill

SCCASA offices
Certified recovery coaches

Chrystal (family support navi-
gator) and Tom (peer

recovery specialist).will answer
your questions and supply in-

formation to help
families deal with a loved one's

substance use disorder. For
more information

call or text Chrystal @ 518-
813-0600 anytime.

Cobleskill Honors American Flag

Above left: A Cub Scout holds the Grand Union Flag. The Continental colors were adopted on December 3rd, 1775. It features thirteen horizontal strips
alternating red and white, with the Flag of Great Britain in the canton. This flag was relinquished on the 14th of June, 1777. Lisa Wayman of the Elks

Club stands nearby
Above center: During the Pledge of Allegiance, members of the Scout Troops give a hand salute to honor the flag

Above right: Lance Rotolo, the Grand Exalter Ruler of the Cobleskill Elks Club, speaks during the opening ceremonies for Flag Day at Veterans Memorial
Centre Park in the Village of Cobleskill on Saturday morning. On hand were Village Mayor Rebecca "Becky" Stanton-Terk, community residents, mem-

bers of the Cub Scouts, and the Boy Scouts of America helping with the ceremonies. Photos by Robert Duso, Jr

Callanan Industries Gifts $25,000 to SUNY Cobleskill

Pictured from left to right during the recent check presentation: Nicholas
DeCaprio, Director of Development & Corporate Partnerships at SUNY

Cobleskill; Don Fane, President of Callanan Industries, Inc.; John Zacharek,
Vice President for Development at SUNY Cobleskill and Executive Director

of the SUNY Cobleskill Foundation

COBLESKILL –
Callanan Industries, Inc.,
a CRH company and lead-
ing supplier of paving
materials and construc-
tion services in New York
state, has presented a
gift of $25,000 to the
SUNY Cobleskill Foun-
dation. The gift will pro-
vide workforce develop-
ment assistance to stu-
dents enrolled in the Col-
lege’s Diesel Technology,
Power Machinery, and
Agriculture Engineering
programs. The partner-
ship between Callanan
Industries and SUNY
Cobleskill was fueled by
a visit to campus earlier

this year in which com-
pany leaders met with
students.
“This was the most en-

thusiastic class of col-
lege-aged students we’ve
ever addressed. Their ex-
citement of entering this
field was clear, and equal-
ly impressive to me were
the facilities and equip-
ment in which these stu-
dents are learning,” said
Don Fane, president of
Callanan Industries. “A
large part of our mission
as a materials supplier
is focused on the safety
of our workforce, and
the same safety measures
we employ in the field

are mirrored in the Col-
lege’s labs. Finding qual-
ified employees is a chal-
lenge across the board
in our industry, and I rec-
ommend all vertical and
material suppliers look
at SUNY Cobleskill as
they build their future
workforce.” 
One of the most expe-

rienced paving materials
suppliers in the nation,
Callanan Industries was
founded in South Beth-
lehem, N.Y., in 1883 as
an aggregate mining
company. Founder Peter
Callanan, a forward-
thinking farmer and en-
trepreneur, pioneered the

concept of a state high-
way system, and in 1895
won the first road build-
ing contract let by New
York State. More than a
century later, Callanan
Industries continues to
be a major supplier of
construction materials
and services to the New

York State Department
of Transportation and
clients both large and
small. 
“Callanan Industries

has a clear philosophy
that a talented workforce
is the core to success,
and they recognize the
far-reaching impact of

investing in educational
opportunities in their
field,” said John
Zacharek, vice president
for development at SUNY
Cobleskill. “The endorse-
ment of our programs by
such a respected name
in the construction in-
dustry adds further value
to our degrees and cre-
dentials in equipment
technology and paves the
way for more students
to gain the certifications
they need to contribute
to a healthy workforce.
Our sincere gratitude to
Callanan for this gener-
ous support.” 
SUNY Cobleskill’s Agri-

cultural Engineering de-
partment is comprised of
Bachelor’s and Associate
degree tracks in Agricul-
tural Equipment Tech-
nology, Power Machinery,
and Diesel Technology.
Students learn through
hands-on experience with
the latest equipment pro-
vided by John Deere, New
Holland and other agri-
cultural equipment com-
panies, and graduate with
the knowledge to imme-
diately enter these highly
technical fields. The Col-
lege has also introduced
a microcredential in Pre-
cision Agriculture Tech
in which earners will gain
experience in precision
agriculture field opera-
tion, precision agriculture
technology and sensors,
spatial management sys-
tems, and data-based de-
cisions.The SUNY
Cobleskill Foundation
helps position the College
as a leader in public ed-
ucation by empowering
students to succeed in-
side and outside the class-
room, and ensuring fac-
ulty has the ability to
maintain academic excel-
lence in teaching.  
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Located within 5 miles of Howe Caverns, 
Secret Caverns, and the Iroquois Indian Museum
Serving Our Own NYS Craft Beers

Directions: 
• I-88, Exit 22 
• Route 7 East, Appx. 1.5 miles  
• Turn left onto Caverns Road 
• We're on the right hand side!

116 Caverns Rd, Howes Cave, NY 12092
(518) 826-4050

Thursday-Saturday 12-8 and Sunday 12-6.
www.seriousbrewingco.com

facebook.com/seriousbrewingco
seriousbrewing1@gmail.com

•June 18th - Schultz and Dooley Collectors Club Breweriana and
Collectables show 12-? With a Schoharie County food truck 

favorite Gaige’s Fry’s and Foods.

• Running Red Coat Ale 
• ALCO Oatmeal Stout 
• Schoharie Burning

Wheat Ale 
• George the Inventor

Porter 

• Bine of My Existence
IPA

• Serious Blonde 
• Serious Pale Ale 
& Rotating Seasonal

Narcotics Anonymous
Meeting in Schoharie!
An NA meeting will be held

every Tuesday from 6-7 at the
Living Room / 

Open Arms Recovery Resource
Center @ 289 Main St. in

Schoharie. 
This will be

an open meeting for anyone
with a Substance Use Disorder.

• Beneficial for all ages
who suffer from medical
conditions, injuries, or 
illnesses that inhibit or
limit their regular ability
to move and function

• A customized physical
therapy program can help
you return to your normal
level of functioning and
help to prevent further
injury down the road

Your Hometown Physical Therapy Location

518-234-7760
State Route 7 

East Side Village Mall
Cobleskill

What Are the Benefits 
of Physical Therapy?

TAX MAP TECHNICIAN

Cobleskill Rotary Club President Milan Jackson and Middleburgh Rotary
Club Co-President Timothy Knight hold the winning tickets from Satur-
day’s drawing for the Supermarket Sweepstakes at Valley Market. After
weeks of selling tickets, two lucky winners had their raffle tickets drawn –
Andy Lawyer of Cobleskill and Emma Laraway of Middleburgh – and
they now have five uninterrupted minutes to shop for groceries at the
local grocer in the Village of Middleburgh. Mr. Lawyer has chosen to do-
nated his winning ticket to the Joshua Project, so a representative of the

charitable organization will run the sweepstakes in his place. All proceeds
raised after the cost of paying for groceries will go to benefit both the

Cobleskill and Middleburgh communities through their local Rotary clubs

Rotary "Supermarket Sweepstakes"
Winners Announced 

Fighting Tiger Weekly
Recap

The American Baseball
Coaches Association
(ABCA) announced that
three members of the
SUNY Cobleskill baseball
team have been named
to the ABCA/Rawlings
NCAA Division III Region
1 All-Region Team. Senior
shortstop Eddy Garcia,
Bronx, N.Y., World View
High School, was named
to the Division III Region
1 All-Region First Team
while senior
outfielder/designated hit-
ter Samuel Gutierrez, Bay-
side, N.Y., Martin Van Bu-
ren High School/Queens-
borough Community Col-

lege, and junior pitcher
Wyatt Palmer, Camden,
N.Y., Camden High
School/Cayuga Commu-
nity College, were both
named to the Division III
Region 1 All-Region Third
Team. The talented trio
led the Fighting Tigers to
their third consecutive
winning season on the
way to their second
straight North Atlantic
Conference (NAC) West-
ern Division Champi-
onship after setting a new
program record for most
wins in a single season
as Cobleskill posted a 21-
20 overall record includ-

ing an 11-4 mark versus
NAC Western Division op-
ponents.  
UPCOMING HOME

CONTESTS 
Women’s Soccer vs.

SUNY Purchase 9/3,
MCLA 9/10, SUNY Poly-
technic Institute 10/1             

Volleyball vs. Utica Uni-
versity 9/7, SUNY Poly-
technic Institute 10/13,
SUNY Canton 10/15 

Men’s & Women’s
Cross Country hosts
Steven A. Warde Invita-
tional 9/10  

The Kimberly Hawkey Trio
Today at Landis

Kimberly Hawkey’s
artistry transcends time.
With immortal songs –
jazz, Broadway, folk –
and a crystalline voice,
she transports audiences
into a world of beauty,
offering an unforgettable
shared experience.
Whether solo, or leading
her band, or fronting an
orchestra, Kimberly fully
inhabits captivating
melodies and cinematic
lyrics – “little two-and-a-

half-minute symphonies”
as she calls them – con-
juring vistas of the heart
for a modern age in need
of vintage, time-tested
soul sustenance. The
band’s objective is to con-
nect to audiences on a
deep level, through story,
performance, and the
transcendent power of
music.  
Find the magic of the

moon at Landis during
our live music series at

the Meeting House, with
its “million dollar view”
and nearly perfect
acoustics. We invite you
to join us from 7:00 to
10:00 PM inside near the
stage or outdoors on our
broad deck – or on a
blanket on the lawn.
Location: Meeting

House, Landis Arbore-
tum
Registration: Members

and non-members: $10.
Kids under 12 free!

Farm-to-Plate Camp 
Returns at SUNY Cobleskill

This July
agement programs.cultural Business Man-COBLESKILL. – SUNY

Cobleskill’s popular Chil-
dren’s Farm-to-Plate
Camp returns July 18
through 22, providing a
week-long educational
experience that highlights
all of the pieces and
processes of the modern
food system. The busi-
nesses and processes
used to deliver food from
the farm to the plate will
be explored in-depth with
a focus on the ways in
which food system design
touches every part of our
lives.
Campers will learn

hands-on in the College’s
state-of-the-art farm and
food facilities while they
delve into everything
from animal and plant
science activities to ex-
citing food science, mar-
keting, and culinary arts
experiences.
Camp will be held daily

from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
July 18 through 22. All-
inclusive cost per child
is $215. Open to children
5 to 8 years of age. Please
v i s i t
www.cobleskill.edu/sum-
mercamp to register.
This is a joint project

between SUNY
Cobleskill’s Early Child-
hood Studies and Agri-
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Celebrating Sharon Springs!
Klinkhart Hall Arts Center 

Summer Schedule
Klinkhart Hall Arts

Center is pleased to an-
nounce a full summer
season of entertainment
in Sharon Springs. 
Mark your calendar

now!
191 Main Street | PO

Box 101
Sharon Springs, NY

13459
www.klinkharthall.org
It all starts with the re-

turn of the FREE
Wednesday night concert
series in Chalybeate Park.
All concerts at 7:00

PM
in Chalybeate Park
July 6 — Peter, Paul &

George
July 13 — Annie & The

Hedonists
July 20 — Terry Gor-

don Quintet
July 27 — Turnover

Mule
Aug 3 — Ryan Led-

dick
And That's Not All:
August 5, 6, & 7 —

free Shakespeare in the
Park, with Vainglory The-

ater
August 12 & 13 — the

Sharon Springs Dance
Festival, featuring Bridge-
man/Packer Dance and
David Grenke Dance
Company. Performances,
workshops, & demonstra-
tions
August 27 & 28 —

three performances of
Love Letters, A. R. Gur-
ney's Broadway hit play. 
You'll hear all the de-

tails about these – and
other – summer events
as the dates draw
near.But mark your cal-
endar now so you don't
miss the return of Sum-
mer to Sharon Springs
with music, theater, and
dance.
And while you're at it .

. . go ahead and mark
your Fall calendar for the
6th Annual Sharon
Springs Poetry Festival.
It starts with two new
events:
August 11 — the first

Oscar Wilde Memorial
Lecture, celebrating the

140th anniversary of the
poet's visit & lecture in
Sharon Springs
September 10 — a spe-

cial edition of Muldoon's
Picnic, featuring the ever-
popular band Rogue
Oliphant, with special
guests musicians Richard
Thompson, Zara Phillips,
and poet Patricia Smith
(and, of course, Sharon
Springs's own Paul Mul-
doon)
October 13 -15 — The

main Festival event with
featured poets Joyce Car-
ol Oates, Jennifer Grotz,
and Terrance Hayes.
Klinkhart Hall Arts

Center's programs are
made possible in part by
the New York State Coun-
cil on the Arts with the
support of the Office of
the Governor and the
New York State Legisla-
ture.
The 2022 Sharon

Springs Poetry Festival
is supported in part by
the National Endowment
for the Arts. 

Sharon Springs Chamber Hosts All
New Statewide Garden and Flower
Festival - June 18th and 19th

The Sharon Springs
Chamber of Commerce
will be hosting at
statewide Garden and
Flower Festival, in the
historic village of Sharon
Springs, on June 18th
and 19th, 2022.  The fes-
tival is replacing the for-
mer Garden Party and
has been completely re-
branded and greatly ex-
panded.
An entirely new website

has been designed for this
event at www.sharon-
springschamber.org.
The Chamber is part-

nering this year with the
New York State Garden
Club Association to pres-
ent a statewide flower
show which will be held
both days of the festival
in The Roseboro Ball-
room.  Chamber President
Ron Ketelsen said, “We
are really excited about
our partnership with the
NY State Garden Club as
it will bring in flower show
participants and visitors
from all across the state.
They have been great to
work with and will assist
with the flower show man-
agement and are promot-
ing the event to their over
7,000 members in New
York State.”  The flower
show will be open to the
public to enter floral and
horticulture designs and
it is not necessary to be
a garden club member

enter an arrangement in
the show.  There are 12
floral and horticulture cat-
egories that amateur
flower enthusiasts may
enter.  The flower show
is being managed by Car-
ol Brown of the Illion
Garden Club.
An antique and classic

car show will also be held
in the lower Village on
Saturday, June 18th.
Chamber members and
car club enthusiasts Gene
Cechnicki of CC Auto and
Chris and Jane Hickey
will be managing the car
show portion of the fes-
tival. “Just the car show
alone will bring in a whole
new group of people to
visit Sharon Springs.
Many car clubs are look-
ing for weekend events
where they can showcase
their car and have some-
thing fun to do.  This
year’s festival will give
them a great opportunity
to display their cars and
also enjoy all the other
fun events at the festival”,
said Cechnicki.
“There has been great

interest in this year’s fes-
tival from vendors,” Ke-
telsen said.  We have also
had an early response
from vendors.  We are
expecting to have be-
tween 80 and 100 festival
vendors on display
throughout the Village
featuring all type of crafts,

food products, gardening
and outdoor living items.
Washington Street beside
The Roseboro will be
closed near Main Street
to accommodate the ad-
ditional vendors,” said Ke-
telsen. 
Many new kid’s events

are also being planned
for this year’s festival to
make it fun for the entire
family.  Empty Pockets
Ranch will be providing
a petting zoo across from
The Roseboro this year.
Our always-popular bal-
loon twister and magician
will be back again along
with our traditional
bounce houses.
The Sharon Historical

Society will be open both
days and will feature a
wonderful hanging basket
sale this year to help fund
their new museum ex-
pansion project.
The spring festival tra-

ditionally has drawn thou-
sands of visitors to Sharon
Springs to enjoy amazing
artisans, gardening pre-
sentations and displays,
entertainment, free horse-
drawn carriage rides
through the Village, chil-
dren’s events, lots of food
and more! 
For more festival infor-

mation, please visit
www.sharonspringscham-
ber.org or call the Sharon
Springs Chamber at 518-
860-5513.

Registration Now Open for 
County-wide Fourth of July Parade in

Sharon Springs
SCHOHARIE /

SHARON SPRINGS - The
Schoharie County Cham-
ber of Commerce is ex-
cited to be hosting a
county-wide Fourth of
July Parade in the Village
of Sharon Springs.  The
Parade begins at 10 AM
on the Fourth of July.
Your involvement in the

Sharon Springs Fourth
of July Parade is wel-
comed.  The parade will
feature floats and entries
from all over Schoharie
County and beyond.  Or-
ganizations and business-
es are encouraged to par-
ticipate by submitting a
parade entry application.

You may enter a float,
antiques cars, tractors,
groups carrying banners,
or something promoting
your business, etc.
The parade will begin

at Dairyland on Route
20; proceed west on
Highway 20 to Chestnut
Street and proceeds to
the Athletic Field off of
Chestnut Street.  (The
parade route is 1 mile in
length, so you may want
to make an entry where
you can ride.)
Many volunteers are

needed to make this
year's event a success.
Volunteer information
can be found on the

Schoharie County Cham-
ber’s website at the ad-
dress below.
Registration for the pa-

rade is required and Reg-
istration Forms are due
to the Schoharie County
Chamber by June 30,
2022.
Registration Forms can

be found on the
Schoharie County Cham-
ber of Commerce website
at www.schohariecham-
ber.com/fourth-of-july-in-
schoharie-county/ or the
office at (518) 295-8824
or e-mail
admin@schohariecham-
ber.com for more infor-
mation.

Week 4: The Mountain
Eagle's Great Baseball

Quiz! 
Win Tickets to Yankee Stadium or Citi Field, 2nd Place: 
Tickets to the Hall of Fame, 3rd Place $20 Gift Certificate
It's the fourth week for the Mountain Eagle's first baseball trivia contest!
We have five new questions to test your baseball knowledge this week and

don't forget to include the answer to last week's sixth question.
Since Father's Day is Sunday, we will focus on fathers.
At the end of the 10 weeks of the quiz, there will be three winners. The first

place winner will receive two tickets to a Mets, Yankees, or Red Sox game this
summer. The second place winner will receive two tickets to the Hall of Fame in
Cooperstown. The third place winner will get a $20 gift certificate for Yastrzemski
Sports on Main Street in Cooperstown.
Just answer the five questions each week and mail in your answers. The

contest will run for 10 weeks and the top three winners will be chosen and noti-
fied.
There will be SIX questions on the contest each week. Remember the answer

to the sixth question and write that down on the ballot for Week Four. If needed,
there may be a bonus question at the end of the 10 weeks.

Since we live in New York and near New England, the questions will center
around the Yankees, Mets, and Red Sox. Now we know, in the age of the Internet,
you can Google the answer to almost anything in five seconds, and we can't stop
you from doing that. But, TRY, to answer these questions on your own. 
This week's questions are:
1. What Phillies pitcher threw a perfect game against the Mets on Father's Day

in 1964?
2. What was the name of Yogi Berra's son, who also once played for the Yan-

kees?
3. Named the son of Hall of Famer George Sisler who was a coach for the Mets

in 1979 and 1980? (This is a hard one but you already have half of his name)
4. Name the grandfather of current Yankee manager Aaron Boone who ended

his career with the Red Sox in 1960? 
5. Don Buford of the Orioles homered off of Tom Seaver to open the 1969

World Series for Baltimore. His son briefly played for the Mets in 1995. Name
him.

Write down the following answer on next week's ballot:
6. The father of Dodgers' slugger Cody Bellinger was once an infielder-

outfielder for the Yankees. Hint: He was born in Oneonta. Name him.

The answers to last week's questions:
1. What year did the Mets first play in Shea Stadium? 1964
2. Who owned the Yankees before George Steinbrenner? CBS and Michael

Burke
3. Before Mr. Met, the Mets had a beagle that was its mascot. What was the

dog's name? Homer
4. Who replaced Casey Stengel as Yankee manager in 1961? Ralph Houk
5. Who managed the Red Sox to the 1975 World Series? Darrell Johnson

Write down the following answer on next week's ballot:
6. Who hit 34 home runs for the 1962 Mets. the team record for many years?

Frank Thomas

Good luck and keep reading! And Happy Father's Day!
David Avitabile

Free Fishing Derby
The Schoharie County Conservation Association is once again sponsoring a

FREE fishing derby for kids on Saturday, June 25 from 8:00 am – 2:00 pm.
The derby will be held on the Cobleskill Reservoir on Dow Street. Prizes for
kids. No entry fees. There will be bait available and refreshments. June 25 is
also a designated FREE fishing day, so no fishing license is required. For more
information, contact Doug Handy at 518-231.0970 or David Wood at 518-
944-8926.
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The Village of Sharon Springs is seeking to fill a part-time posi-
tion (10 hrs/per week) for a Codes Enforcement Officer. The
overall duties of the position include: Enforcement of Uniform
Fire Prevention and Building Code, Multiple Residence Law and

local zoning and land use codes and regulations. Will
perform office and field work as well as exercise independent
judgment within established limits. Must possess a valid New
York State Code Enforcement Training Certificate and a mini-
mum of one (1) year of experience in building construction,

building inspection, code enforcement, safety work or fire safety
and prevention work. Salary is commensurate with experience.
A description of the roles and responsibilities is available on the
Schoharie County Web Site (https://www2.schohariecounty-
ny.gov/PdfPostingsWebApp/faces/JobInformationIndex.xhtml)
under the title: Codes Enforcement Officer; or you may request
one be sent by contacting the Village Clerk at sharonspringsvil-

lage@gmail.com or by calling 518-284-2625.
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New Dairy Ambassadors Announced
By Joshua Walther
COBLESKILL - Last

Friday, the Schoharie
County Dairy Ambassa-
dor Program was able to
launch again after a nine
year hiatus, crowning the
first dairy ambassador
since Kayla Stanton in
2013. 
Known before as the

Dairy Princess Pageant,
this is a long-running
event in Schoharie Coun-
ty’s history that dates all
the way back to 1970.
Although it hasn’t been
able to run in nine years
because of a general lack
of interest and COVID-
19 in recent time, the
Schoharie County Dairy
Promotion Committee
was overjoyed to have
the program back.

In those nine years, the
program has constantly
changed and evolved. Not
only has the name
changed, but it has no-
tably introduced male
candidates and an im-
proved dress code, doing
away with ball gowns,
heels and tiaras and re-
placing them with pro-
fessional attire and
nametags. This is thanks
to the American Dairy
Association North East,
who controls the contest.
However, the one thing

that has not changed has
been the role of the dairy
ambassador. Working
closely with the Dairy
Promotion Committee,
the ambassador is tasked
with education above all
else, making sure that

people know the true
facts and benefits of dairy
products, both in person
and on social media.
The two volunteer can-

didates running against
each other in this year’s
contest were Emily Sea-
man, a senior at Middle-
burgh and active member
of her local FFA charter,
and Savannah Traverse,
a junior at Schoharie as
well as a student athlete
who is also very involved
in her respective charter.
The three judges that
would decide the winner
were Sean Dieumegard,
Sue McConnelee, and
Joel Walrath. 
After a warm reception

of milk and cookies, the
contest began with pre-
pared presentations from

either candidate. Ms. Sea-
man recited facts and
statistics about the de-
clining state of dairy
farms not just in New
York, but across the Unit-
ed States. She also spoke
on wanting more youth
involvement with the
Dairy Promotion Com-
mittee.
Meanwhile, when it was

Ms. Traverse’s turn, she
gave an impassioned
speech about integrating
herself into the dairy
community and how she
felt a burning need to
connect consumers with
the farmers that their
products come from.
Both candidates felt

strongly about attempting
to bring back whole milk
into schools and doing

away with the prejudice
that comes attached with
it. While banned at first
because of the miscon-
ception that whole milk
is pure milk fat and con-
tributes to obesity, both
candidates seek to rectify
the tarnished reputation
and educate people on
its benefits.
Once the speeches

were done, both Ms. Sea-
man and Ms. Traverse
were asked a series of
impromptu questions on
why they wanted to be a
dairy ambassador. Both
answered that they want-
ed nothing more than to
help facilitate education
on dairy, especially whole
milk, and be actively in-
volved in community out-
reach programs.

Subsequently, the
judges deliberated to de-
cide the winner, voting
Emily Seaman as the
2022-2023 dairy ambas-
sador and giving the title
of associate ambassador
to Savannah Traverse. 
“I’m really excited for

these two girls stepping
up and educating the
community,” said Lisa
Stanton, who has been
chairperson of the Dairy
Promotion Committee
since 2011. “Education,
especially in schools, is
what we really need to
focus on right now.”
Mrs. Stanton is always

looking for future candi-
dates or new members
for the Committee if there
is any further interest. 

Emily and family Emily and Savanna Savanna and her mother

Town Approves Speed Study Request
35-MPH Mineral Springs Limit Eyed

By Timothy Knight
COBLESKILL – One

month after Mineral Springs
resident Helen Owens peti-
tioned Cobleskill Town
Councilmembers to study
reducing the speed limit on
her street, the board formally
approved her request on
Monday night.
Currently posted with a

45-mph speed limit, Ms.
Owens submitted a petition
on behalf of herself and her
neighbors to reduce the
speed limit on Mineral
Springs Road down to 35-
mph between Borst Noble
Road and Dow Street.
“I have thirty-five total

signatures from the residents
in that section and we’d re-
ally like the town to consider
to study it,” stated Ms.
Owens. She continued, “To
do a traffic study to do
something to forward low-
ering the speed limit.” She
previously submitted a pe-
tition with only nine signa-
tures to the board, but gar-
nered more support.
As the situation exists,

the yellow advisory signs
on Mineral Springs Road
conflict with the posted
speed limit. She explained,
“Again, there are advisory
signs going both directions
– advising a speed limit of
25 – followed immediately
by a regular speed limit of
45-mph through the Hamlet
of Mineral Springs, that old
section of town.”
Chock-full of blind curves,

bus stops, residential houses,
and a local truck route, Ms.
Owens noted vehicles are
constantly using the roadway.
“It’s just a hazardous situa-
tion and I really would re-
quest that a study be done,”
she added.
Upon formally receiving

Ms. Owens' petition, Town
Clerk Tina Ward commented
“You’re done, you did a great
job.” Quickly motioned and
seconded for approval by
his colleagues, Town Coun-
cilman Brian LaVine ques-
tioned “If we’re looking at a
reduction in speed limit,
would it be better to do it
from Wag Way at the top of
the hill?”
Noting the petition only

covers from Borst Noble
Road to Dow Street, Ms.
Ward asked councilmembers
“What’s your resolution go-
ing to be on? On that section
or are you going to broaden
it?” After agreeing to a
“friendly change” to the initial
motion, they voted unani-
mously to request a New
York State DOT traffic study
from Wag Way to Dow
Street.
In other business, coun-

cilmembers:
Heard from Nathaniel

Shuart, a Media Design As-
sistant with Destination Mar-
keting Corporation, about
the services the tourism
agency provides on behalf
of Schoharie County. “Our
contract started in November
of 2019 and we have been
progressively making sure
that people know Schoharie
County is a definite desti-
nation to come to,” com-
mented Mr. Shuart. Desti-
nation Marketing Corpora-
tion works with tourism-
centric businesses to pro-
mote their activities and
events, and is funded
through the Occupancy Tax,
which yielded its highest
amount on record two years
ago.
Heard from Mr. LaVine

that he recently laid out the
nine-hole Disc Golf course
at ‘Doc’ Reilly Park with
stakes for the tee-boxes and
baskets. The next step in
the process is purchasing
and installing the baskets,
which are going to be spon-
sored by local businesses
and organizations. As of

Monday evening, Mr. LaVine
had three of the nine baskets
paid for; once he obtains
commitments for all nine
baskets, he is going to have
sponsors mail checks to the
Town Clerk’s office and they
will move forward with the
purchase. He noted it might
also be possible to get spon-
sors for the tee-pads.
Heard from Mr. LaVine

that he recently spoke with
someone who operates a
sand volleyball court down
in Florida similar to what
he proposed at last month’s
meeting for ‘Doc’ Reilly Park,
and they told him the esti-
mated cost would be roughly
$15,000. Commenting, “I’m
not quite sure where that
money would come from,”
Mr. LaVine recommended
putting a committee together
with residents Nathanial
Shuart and Art Boreali to
further consider the proj-
ect.
Voted unanimously to au-

thorize the municipality’s
contract with Thoma De-
velopment Consultants for
the Town Comprehensive
Plan Rewrite. Town Super-
visor Werner Hampel said
he would ensure the contract
adheres to the terms of
Thoma’s original proposal.
Voted unanimously to

amend the Standard Work
Day Resolution adjusting
the Town Assessor’s hours
and correcting the pay into
his retirement system. They
also voted unanimously to
enter Executive Session to
discuss a legal matter, with
no business afterwards.

Depending on the results of a New York State DOT traf-
fic study, this section of Mineral Springs Road from
Dow Street to Wag Way may have its speed limit re-
duced to 35-mph for motorists. Photo by Timothy

Knight
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Graduation 2022
Celebrating Greene County’s

Hunter-Tannersville
Christopher Dunn-Cap-
pellino, Wyatt Leach,
Emily Pascucci, Zachary
Wolny, Kristian Aizstrauts,
Dylan Bobst, Trever
Hayslip, Jayce Marson,
James Griffin

Not in Photo
Jaiden Foster, Nathan

Kouffman

Class of 2022 
Front Row 

Mackenzie Radcliffe,
Chenoa Rojas, Matteo
Torres, Gwendolyn Glen-
non, Brooke Tuomey,
Luis Vicente Agustin Jr. 

Back Row
Jason Li, Alexandra Os-

ipenko, (Class Advisor
Nichole Glennon),

Graduation - 
Saturday, June 25th - 10 am 

To the Class of 2022,
Congratulations!
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Gwendolyn
Glennon

ignation and Mastery in Sci-
ence.  Gwendolyn has ex-
celled in all aspects of school,
including athletics where
she received many accolades
such as representing Section
4 in the NYSPHSAA Golf
State Championship. Gwen-
dolyn participated in golf,
soccer, basketball and skiing
and was recently selected
as Athlete of the Year.  
In the fall, Gwendolyn will

be attending SUNY Canton
where she will study Home-
land Security and be a mem-
ber of the Women’s Golf
Team.

Gwendolyn Glennon, the
daughter of Christopher and
Nichole Glennon of Haines
Falls, New York, is in line
for becoming either Vale-
dictorian or Salutatorian of
the Class of 2022 at Hunter-
Tannersville Central School.
While at Hunter-Tan-

nersville, Gwendolyn has at-
tained an overall Grade Point
Average of 98.02 as of the
3rd quarter and will graduate
with an Advanced Regents
Diploma with Honors des-

Jason Li

Li of Tannersville, New York,
is also vying for the position
of Valedictorian of the Class
of 2022 at Hunter-Tan-
nersville Central School.
During his time at Hunter-

Tannersville, Jason has at-
tained an overall Grade Point
Average of 98.02 as of the
3rd quarter and will graduate
with an Advanced Regents
Diploma with Honors des-
ignation and Mastery in Sci-
ence.  Jason is an accom-
plished student who partic-
ipates and excels in school
and community events, in-
cluding being a member of
the Maude Adams Chapter
of the National Honor Soci-
ety and various Varsity ath-
letic teams. 
In the fall, Jason will be

attending Binghamton Uni-
versity to pursue a degree
in Biology.

Jason Li, the son of Shui
Ying Dong and Tian Sheng

Emily 
Pascucci

Emily Pascucci, the
daughter of Michael and
Corina Pascucci of Tan-
nersville, New York, is also
in the running for the Vale-
dictorian or Salutatorian
standing for the Class of
2022 at Hunter-Tannersville
Central School.
While at Hunter-Tan-

nersville, Emily has attained
an overall Grade Point Av-
erage of 97.78 as of the 3rd
quarter and will graduate
with an Advanced Regents
Diploma with Honors and
Mastery in Science.  Emily
has excelled in all aspects
of school and her commu-
nity including being a mem-
ber of the Maude Adams
Chapter of the National Hon-
or Society and has been a
significant contributor to
musical theater and plays.
She also was captain of the
cheerleading team and the
President of her class. 
In the fall, Emily will be

attending Suffolk University
where she will study Theater
Arts.

1130 Main Street
Fleischmanns, NY   12430

Congratulations 2022 Graduates! 
Best wishes for a bright and successful future!

Congratulations 
to all our Graduates

www.atimeandaplacemagazine.com

845-254-5078
info@countryhomesecurity.com 

P.O. Box 99, Fleischmanns

CONGRATULATIONS 2022 GRADUATES! 

WISHING YOU ALL A 
SAFE & BLESSED FUTURE!
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Windham-Ashland-Jewett

Salutatorian
Priya 

Beckmann 

ture and the natural
world, with a specific
passion for plants. She
attributes this fascination
to her bucolic surround-
ing environment, as well
as her mother’s influence
through activities such
as hiking and gardening. 
In elementary school,

whole grade acceleration
was recommended for
Priya as her academic
aptitude was impressive
and she advanced from
sixth to eighth grade. The
accolades and achieve-
ments continued in mid-
dle school and high
school as Priya’s grades
consistently placed her
on the Principal's list,
even with a rigorous
schedule of college level
and advanced placement
courses.

During her high school
career, Priya participated
in several sports and ex-
tracurricular activities
such as soccer, snow-

boarding, track, cheer-
leading, and National
Honor Society. Priya also
serves her community by
assisting with PTA and
Booster Club events. Ad-
ditionally, she works as
a cook at Higher Grounds
and a busser at the Mill-
rock restaurant. 

Priya’s mother is her
source of inspiration,
teaching her to be re-
spectful and kind to oth-
ers and reinforcing the
importance of helping
people. She remains
grounded by focusing on
the importance of show-
ing love in all aspects of
her life. Priya feels that
true success is defined
by the love and compas-
sion shown to others. She
is a paragon student,
modeling diligence and
empathy. The University
of Delaware is incredibly
lucky to welcome such a
compassionate scholar to
their class of 2026!

Priya Beckmann is the
2022 Salutatorian for
WAJ. She plans to major
in plant science at the
University of Delaware,
specializing in plant re-
search. Growing up in
the Catskill Mountains,
Priya developed a love
and appreciation for na-

Valedictorian
Serena

Beckmann 
WAJ Valedictorian Serena

Beckmann plans to major
in criminology at George
Mason University. Her goal
is to secure a position with
the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation’s Behavioral
Analysis Unit in which she
will investigate the psychol-
ogy of criminal behavior.
During high school, her
forensics class sparked her
career interest and Serena
hopes to identify predictive
causes for the psychological
makeup and mind of crimi-
nals with a view to develop-
ing reformative and restora-
tive practices.
An affinity for academics

and scholarly work was ev-
ident at a young age. Sere-
na’s aptitude in elementary
school led to full grade ac-
celeration from sixth to
eighth grade in middle
school. Serena continued to
earn the honor of Principal’s
list every quarter of her mid-
dle school and high school
career, even when enrolled
in challenging advanced
placement and college level
courses. During her high
school career, Serena has
been an active athlete par-
ticipating in soccer, basket-
ball, and snowboarding. Ad-
ditionally, she is currently a
member of Mock Trial and
National Honor Society. Ser-
ena serves the community
through volunteer activities
run by both the Booster
Club and PTA as well as
working part-time as a server
at the Catskill Mountain
Country Store and busser
at the Millrock restaurant
Serena believes in the im-

portance of inner happiness
and attributes her success
and achievements to her
mother, who she explains
always pushed her to achieve
her passions and to be the
best version of herself. We
are incredibly proud of Ser-
ena’s accomplishments and
we look forward to following
her inevitable success as
she joins the graduating
class of 2026 at George Ma-
son University.  

Congrats to the Class of 2022!

Congrats to the Class of 2022!

Graduation:
June 24th at 6:00 P.M

Congratulations
to Our Graduates!

(518) 750-8599
61 RT 296 &
South Street
Alpine Garden

Village

To the Class of 2022
Congratulations!
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576 W. Hubbell Hill Road
Margaretville, NY 12455
Phone: 845-586-4849

We wish the Senior Class of 2022
all the best in their future ventures from Hanah

Congratulations to the Class of 2022

Most vehicles under $6,000 - even 4x4s
And Still Dependable!

Congratulations to Our Graduates!

(518) 734-4488

Vistat One Stop 
61 Rte. 296 
Windham 

518-734-4763

Congrats to Our Graduates!

Congratulations to 2022 Graduate, Brady Post
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Congratulations,

Class of 2021!

Congrats to the
Class of 2022!

5200 State Route 23
Windham, NY 12496
(518) 734-6300

hickoryhillmarket@gmail.com

Congratulations 
to all our Graduates

www.atimeandaplacemagazine.com

Robert Manno & 
Magdalena Golczewski &
Windham Chamber Music
Festival Salute the WAJ

Graduating Class of 2022! 
All Best Wishes!

All the Best to the Class of 2022!

Congratulations
Class of 2022
Reach for the

Stars

THANK YOU
The Holmok Family would like to thank
the  entire WAJ family for the unwavering
support  for Nicholas and his education. It
is the people  who touch our lives along
the way that make  us who we are.

Nicholas is who he is because  of all of
you. May God continue to bless your  work

and those whose lives you touch. 

“I learned that courage
Was not the absence

of fear. but the triumph
over it. The brave man
is not he who does not
feel afraid. but he who

conquers that fear.” 

- NELSON 
MANDELA

Congratulations Nicholas Holmok! 
Your family is so proud of your hard work,  brave heart

and positive spirit. You are an  
example to us all on how to push forward and  perse-
vere against all odds. We wish that your  life be a place

where you always have God in  
your heart, love, constant personal growth,  and above
all else Peace. You will accomplish  great things in due

time. Enjoy the ride! Love,  Dad & Mom~

Congratulations Class of 2022!

845-254-5078
info@countryhomesecurity.com 

P.O. Box 99, Fleischmanns

CONGRATULATIONS 2022 GRADUATES! 

WISHING YOU ALL A 
SAFE & BLESSED FUTURE!
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Cairo-Durham

Valedictorian
Ally 

MacGiffert

Salutatorian
James

Mutinsky

Ally MacGiffert is the Vale-
dictorian of the Cairo-
Durham Class of 2022.
Through her years at Cairo-
Durham High, she has par-
ticipated in multiple sports
such as Varsity soccer in
9th and 10th grade and as
a senior was a member of
the Varsity Cross-Country
(where she was named
MVP), Indoor and Outdoor
Track teams. In addition,
Ally has been an active mem-
ber of the drama club at
Cairo-Durham, participating
in 7 musicals over the years.
The music department has
played a big role in her high
school career as she has

been involved in band, cho-
rus, jazz band, women’s cho-
rus, handbell and she has
attended NYSSMA and All-
County for both vocals and
the alto saxophone. Ally has
been involved in Interact
club and SADD at Cairo-
Durham as well as being a
member of National Honor
Society, holding the position
of secretary her senior year,
and secretary for the Class
of 2022. Her academic
achievements can be seen
in the various academic
awards she has received
from the AP and college
courses she has taken as
well as receiving the Uni-
versity of Rochester Bausch
and Lomb Honorary Science
Award and the Clarkson
University High School Lead-
ership Award. During her
senior year, Ally had the
honor of earning the NYS
SEAL of Biliteracy along
with 4 other peers from her
Spanish class. As a senior,
she attended the New Visions
Medical Program where she
had the unique opportunity
of shadowing in Samaritan
Hospital every week, ob-
taining firsthand experience
in the medical field. In the
fall, Ally plans on attending
Binghamton University ma-
joring in biology on a pre-
med track with a minor in
Spanish.

James Mutinsky is the
Salutatorian for the Cairo-
Durham High School grad-
uating class of 2022.
Throughout his high school
career, James has been part
of the school's varsity bas-
ketball team, track and field
team, and soccer team-of
which he was captain his
senior year. Academically,
James has been a high honor
roll student throughout his
four years at Cairo-Durham
High, participating in several
AP, college, and honors
courses during this time.

Due to his involvement in
these courses, he has re-
ceived several academic
awards, including the
George Eastman Young
Leaders Award for the Uni-
versity of Rochester and the
Clarkson University High
School Achievement Award.
Additionally, in his senior
year, James was one of the
five recipients of the NYS
Seal of Biliteracy for Spanish.
James has also been involved
in several musical groups
at the school, including the
marching band for which
he plays saxophone, and
the musical stage crew, fa-
mously being the head of
the camel in "Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat". Additionally, he
has participated in both
NYSSMA and All-County for
band and chorus. Moreover,
James has been involved in
several clubs throughout his
time at Cairo-Durham, in-
cluding the school's National
Honor Society, for which he
currently serves as President.
After high school, James
plans to attend Siena College
with a major in biology on
the pre-veterinary track.

To the Class of 2022
Congratulations!
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Catskill Golf Club & Bistro

Open for Lunch 
12 – 6 daily

518-943-7199 • 27 Brooks Lane, Catskill NY

Congratulations, Graduates
Book your Celebratory Events with Us

Accommodates up to 125

Graduation 
June 24th, 
6:30pm

845-254-5078
info@countryhomesecurity.com 

P.O. Box 99, Fleischmanns

CONGRATULATIONS 2022 GRADUATES! 

WISHING YOU ALL A 
SAFE & BLESSED FUTURE!


