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A reminder that there is no
edition of the Mountain Eagle
the weeks of Christmas or
Thanksgiving. We're spending
the time with our families, as
we hope that you will in
warmth and love!

Supers Propose Small Tax Hike
By Liz Page

DELHI – Delaware
Academy eighth grader
Carly Guy sang the Na-
tional Anthem in recog-
nition of Veterans Day
before Delaware County
Supervisors as they
opened their meeting on
Wednesday. She is the
granddaughter of Way-
land "Bud" Gladstone, su-
pervisor for the town of
Andes.
Gladstone reported, as

chairman of the Public
Safety Committee, that
the contract between the
county and American Res-
cue Service has now been
signed by all parties and
the backup service will
begin on Dec. 1, 2022.
He said AMR has pur-

chased two brand new

ambulances and has had
them detailed as Delaware
County ambulance serv-
ice. They will also be pro-
viding a fly car as part of
the contract. The ambu-
lances will begin their
day, one at Hamden and
one at Pindars Corners,
where AMR already has
operating stations.
Emergency Services Di-

rector Steve Hood said
the ambulance from Pin-
dars Corners will be
moved up to the Stamford
area and the ambulances
will be static throughout
the day, moving around
to wherever they are
needed. 
When asked how they

will be dispatched, Hood
said they will be added
to the call list along with

Ambulnz and AMR mutual
ambulances. "We are
working out a policy so
that the nearest ambu-
lance can be dispatched,
rather than going down
the list," said Hood. 
Emergency services is

receiving a $152,921
grant from the state, mon-
ey that is granted to each
county, for eligible public
safety call taking and dis-
patching expenses. It also
received a$1.2 million
grant that allows for in-
stallation of equipment
that will help tie all com-
munications systems to-
gether so that state and
federal agencies may
communicate with other
agencies while operating
within the county. "It will
allow equipment to be in-

stalled on our towers us-
ing inter-operable chan-
nels," explained Hood.
A grant in the amount

of $23,092 was also re-
ceived from the state Di-
vision of Homeland Se-
curity to provide security
of local towers. Hood said
the goal is to install cam-
eras at each tower loca-
tion. The money will be
used to purchase cam-
eras.
There was good news

on the 2023 budget,
which supervisors re-
ceived on Wednesday.
Colchester Supervisor Art
Merrill, county budget di-
rector, provided a brief
summary. The tentative
budget proposes an in-
crease in the tax levy of
less than 1 percent, at

.9488. "We tried very hard
to keep it under one per-
cent this year," he said. 
Appropriations total

110,154,930 for 2023, a
decrease from just under
$115 million for the cur-
rent budget. 
"This is a very tight

budget," he said. "It cov-
ers everything each de-
partment needs."
Increases in the budget

are attributed to person-
nel and fringe benefit in-
creases which happen
each year. "We had a very
good finance committee."
He invited fellow su-

pervisors who had any
questions to contact him.
A budget hearing is set

for the board's Nov. 22
(Tuesday rather than
Wednesday due to

Thanksgiving) at 1 p.m..
Supervisor Chairman

Tina Mole´added, "People
have worked so hard on
this budget. We are get-
ting very close to being
debt free. We have the
final payment for the
Sheriff's Office next year."
Merrill said the reduced

levy is due to the retire-
ment of debt service on
the Behavior Health
Building, which totaled
more than $2 million. He
said paying off the Public
Safety Building next year,
in addition to the loans
for the Department of
Public Works will make
them debt free. "That is
almost unheard of these
days," he said.
"We kept our increases

well under the tax cap."

Architects for SCS Reconstruction Project 
Receive Prestigious Award

A panoramic creation of the facade renovation at Stamford Central School that has earned a presti-
gious historic preservation award from the American Institute of Architecture for March Associates &

Planners and their partners in this unique project. Photo by Caleb Lococo.

By Liz Page
STAMFORD – The Stam-

ford Central School building
was constructed in 1936
and is eligible to be listed
on the National Register of
Historic Places. When the
facade of the building began
to crumble a few years ago,
the front entrance of the
building had to be closed
for safety. 
March Associates & Plan-

ners was hired to put the
reconstruction project to-
gether, taking into account
its historic status. The proj-
ect was completed last De-
cember and a special dedi-

The front entrance at Stamford Central School in-
cludes LED lighting that was cast into the stones,
to keep the fixtures hidden and was part of the
renovation of the facade that was crumbling and
creating a hazard. The project was completed

last December and the work to restore the historic
building has won an architectural award that
will be presented to March Associates and Plan-
ners this weekend in Syracuse. Photo by Candi

Mattice.

cation ceremony was held
with the community.
The improvements and re-

pairs, included replacement
of the extensive masonry
that was cracking and failing
and creating the safety haz-
ard. Because the school build-
ing is listed as a historic
structure, the replacement
of the failed masonry needed
to be replicated to its 1930's
style Art Deco Architecture
and the work had to be ap-
proved by the state Office of
Historic Preservation. Lupini
Construction, of Utica, which
specializes in historic ma-
sonry reconstruction, did the

painstaking work.
At the dedication cere-

mony, Chuck Higgerson, of
March Associates, explained
they went the extra mile in
an attempt to replicate the
letters from the original
building in the restoration
of the historic facade. The
fonts no longer existed, so
they consulted a font spe-
cialist who collects outdated
fonts, to see if they could
find and replicate it. It was
unique and they found a
near match.
The project involved work

on the precast concrete belt
courses at all three entrance
doors and all sides of the
original structure. A total
of 525 new cast stone units
were created and installed.
The work also involved

additional mechanical work
to disconnect and reconnect
fresh air inlets at classroom
unit ventilators in the precast
panels, removal of the doors
and replacement and as-
bestos abatement of the
caulk.
New LED exterior lighting

was added to the recon-

structed front portico, north
and south entrances. The
light gently washes the new
cast stone surfaces giving
the building a warm inviting
glow and improved security.
Light coves were carefully
coordinated with the cast
stone, so the fixtures are
not visible. Careful design
consideration was given to
the electrical components
so conduits could be cast
into the new stones and ca-
bles are hidden from view.
A new marquee sign was

constructed as a part of the
project. A unique design
was developed that com-
pliments the original char-
acter of the building using
the same cast stone and
brick materials. The archi-
tects constructed a wood
mockup of the sign on site
that engaged the district
and community in the de-
sign process. The digital
display was carefully sized
and located with great visi-
bility from the road and ve-
hicles exiting the parking
lot. The Robinson Broad-
hurst Foundation, Inc. grant-

ed funding for the construc-
tion of the new marquee
sign. "We appreciate their
support for historic preser-
vation, which is one of their
mission goals for the com-
munities that they serve,"
said Huot. They also pro-

vided the landscaping which
had to be removed for the
reconstruction and then re-
placed, which included the
landscaping around the new
electric sign board.

Story Continues on A4
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Budget Cap

PROPANE
$3.15

2022- 2023 Heating Season
Call today!! 

30303 St Hwy 23 – Stamford, NY 12167

FIRE MARK
INSURANCE
AGENCY

FINGER LAKES FIRE &
CASUALTY CO 
PO Box 39 • 

826 East Main Street
Cobleskill NY 12043 

518-234-2121

We are a full-service property
& casualty agency offering 
insurance coverage on 

• AUTO • HOME 
• LIABILITY • LIFE 

• HEALTH 
• WORKERS COMPENSATION 

We offer the best 
coverage and price to fit your needs

because we represent you.

Stop in to see 
Ray for all your 
insurance needs. 

Ray Gillis 
ray@

firemarkins.com

HELP WANTED
Economic Development Specialist: FT professional

position involving financial oversight and management
of County loan portfolio and economic development
programs.  Duties includes advising and working directly
with small businesses, analyzing financial statements,
managing loan accounts and grant programs, and
assisting with economic development initiatives.  Requires
high degree of creativity, initiative and the ability to
develop relationships with businesses and other agencies.
Bachelor’s Degree in business related field or an
equivalent combination of education and experience
required.  Experience with agricultural businesses pre-
ferred. Contact Delaware County Personnel Department,
1 Courthouse Square, Delhi, NY 13753. 607-746-2318.
pers@co.delaware.ny.us  EOE  

Delaware County Farm Bureau Honors Longtime Director, Lauds APR Program
By Liz Page

SOUTH KORTRIGHT –
Members of the Delaware
County Farm Bureau hon-
ored longtime director and
treasurer, Chris DiBenedet-
to, for his many years of
service during their annual
meeting last Friday at the
South Kortright Community
Church.
The group also elected

officers, approved resolu-
tions and celebrated a
unique program that is uti-
lizing American Rescue Plan
money in Delaware County
to help farmers recover
from the pandemic.
Senator Peter Oberacker

was in attendance to present
a special certificate to
DiBenedetto, who was un-
able to attend the meeting.
DiBenedetto has served on
the DCFB Board of Direc-
tors for approximately 30
years and as its treasurer
for around 25 years. "This
is a big chunk of time and
he does such a great job,"
said Barb Hanselman,
DCFB president. He will
receive an embroidered
jacket with his name and
title as a retired director.
The entire slate of officers

was re-elected, including:
Hanselman, president; John
Burgin, vice president; Janet
Beken-Smith, Paul Ceros-
aletti and Mark Dunua, di-
rectors; Diedra Hill, pro-
motion and education chair
and Duane Martin, treasurer.
Andrew Mattson and Matt
Scobie are directors whose
terms have not expired.
A program that has re-

ceived a second round of
funding from the nine-mem-
ber ARP committee estab-
lished by the Delaware
County Board of Supervi-
sors received kudos from
the group. Corrine Tomp-
kins, 4-H Camp adminis-
trator, is credited with the
idea that involved estab-
lishing the Delaware County
Farm Enhancement Grant
Program that has involved
collaboration by county and
regional agencies. 
Dale Dewing, of Cornell

Cooperative Extension, ex-
plained the program. "We
knew farms suffered a lot
of effects from the pan-
demic, such as market costs
and other things," he said.
"Agriculture is a big part of
Delaware County's econo-
my."
The application for $1

million was put together
for the committee, chaired
by Hamden Supervisor
Wayne Marshfield. The
committee, through county
supervisors, approved
$500,000 for the program
and the CCE served as the
vehicle to determine which
projects would be funded.

Senator Peter Ober-
acker announces a spe-
cial certificate to honor
Chris DiBenedetto for
his years of service to
the Delaware County

Farm Bureau.
DiBenedetto was un-
able to attend the an-
nual meeting last

Friday at the South Ko-
rtright Community

Church.

Hamden Supervisor Wayne Marshfield, chair of
the American Rescue Plan committee, explains
the importance of funding for the Delaware

County Farm Enhancement Grant Program. A
second round of funding, using the federal ARP
money, was recently approved by the county

board of supervisors.

Barb Hanselman, Delaware County Farm Bureau
president, calls the annual meeting of the group to
order at the South Kortright Community Church.
The evening held special presentations, election of
officers and adoption of policies. Listening on are
Andrew Mattson, left, and Eric Ooms, New York

State Farm Bureau Vice President (right).

They developed an ap-
plication form and reached
out to other agencies fa-
miliar with grants, such as
FarmNet and the Southern
Tier Ag Development, and
county Economic Develop-
ment Dept. to help with
the selection process.
They received 87 appli-

cations totaling $1.8 million
that had to be processed.
"There were a lot of good
proposals," said Dewing. In
early October they sent out
the letters announcing  who
would receive grants and
who had been declined.
The county's Economic

Development committee
was impressed with the
depths of the effects the
pandemic had on the farm-
ers and a second round of
ARP funding was awarded
in the amount of $500,000.
The applications for the

second round were closed
last week, with 54 applica-
tions totaling $1.3 million.
About half of those appli-
cations may be funded. Ap-
plicants should know the
outcome of their applica-
tions by the first week of
December, according to
Dewing.
"We have written checks

on a dozen projects from
the first round," said Dew-
ing. "All the wheels of the
process are now turning."
Everyone agrees the pro-

gram is a testament to how
things get done when agen-
cies cooperate and that
county supervisors recog-
nized the value of the agri-
culture to the county. "It
demonstrated a group of
support agencies that can
work together."
Hanselman said that since

the program is very unique
in New York State, she won-
dered how the "pitch" to
supervisors came through.
Marshfield said that the

face of agriculture is chang-
ing in the county, where it
was almost all dairy farms,

his town has two remaining.
The applications were re-
ceived from a diverse group,
including beef, maple, veg-
etable growers and others.
"Ag is a tremendous driver
for this county. Everyone
got on board that had some-
thing to do with ag. It was
unanimous on the member
committee and it was unan-
imous with the board of
supervisors. There is sup-
port on the county board
for farmers."
Dewing said they didn't

realize the tremendous need
and hopes the support will
continue through another
agency somewhere.
Davenport Supervisor

Dennis Valente, who chairs
the county's Economic De-
velopment Committee, said
he has never felt so en-
couraged about retaining
young people in the county.
He said he was referring to
those of the age of raising
families. "Economic Devel-
opment is there to help.
We had a farm succession
program, but we needed a
clearing house. We decided
to hire an ag specialist part
time with the additional
tourism funding. We are
now looking to hire some-
one full time in ag by the
end of the year," he said.
There are $5,000 grants

available to any business
that started up during the
pandemic in the form of
low-interest loans. "It's so
exciting to see the entre-
peneurism and mom an
pop operations that are
popping up and to see that
our young people have

everything to proceed."
Himself a grower, he said

the paradine has shifted
from mass production to
home grown and the value
of knowing how it was
grown and that it was hand-
picked. "People are realizing
that it is better," said Va-
lente.
Everyone agreed that the

county is fortunate to have
a board of supervisors who
are supportive of agricul-
ture.
Janet Beken-Smith of-

fered that as a small busi-
ness owner who sells to
farmers, they are the reason
her business exists. She
employs 17 people at the
Stamford Farmers Coop in
Stamford. "It is money our
local farmers spend over
and over in our local com-
munities and it is the back-
bone of our communities
all over America."
Eric Ooms, NYS Farm

Bureau vice president was
also present to address the
group and said how much
he loves his position, dealing
with public policy. Farm
Bureau is a grassroots or-
ganization that is important

in establishing public policy
at the highest levels. "Thank
you for being Farm Bureau
members. All across the
U.S. people are meeting to
talk policies that effects us."
He went on to explain

the continued battle regard-
ing farm labor issues and a
recent decision regarding
passing farms on to the
next generation. Another
issue involves recycling,
charging for the cost of re-
cycling before a product is
sold. It is intended for Ama-
zon and other large distrib-
utors. "It is going to come
back on all of us if it is not
done properly," said Ooms.
There are also issues be-

fore the state Legislature
and he said there is a push
to increase membership so
that membership fees do
not increase. He said there
is also an effort to commu-
nicate with downstate leg-
islators who run a lot of
the policy in the state. "We
are working to get more
county Farm Bureaus to
visit with city representa-
tives. It helped me appre-
ciate how much different
their way of living is."
Todd Heyn, field advisor

for Farm Bureau, handed
out presents to those who
had signed on five or more
members over the past year.
They were Barb Hanselman
and Andrew Mattson. He
said the "swag" was a way
of honoring those who
brought in new members. 
Hanselman then provided

an overview of the events
sponsored by DCFB over
the past year, which includ-
ed getting people to visit
the farm. A farm visit day
was held on a cold day last

June, but it held a lot of in-
terest and received a lot of
good feedback. DCFB also
sponsored the Delaware
County Dairy Promotion
Program, the Delaware
County Jersey and Holstein
shows at the fair and a
dairy judging class.
Mattson explained the

town of Colchester is de-
veloping a law to allow
bone fide farmers to legally
operate their side by sides
and four wheelers on road-
ways to get from one place
to another on the farm.
Mark Danua introduced leg-
islation to expunge tribal
issues that have affected
other counties, to hopefully
address the issues perma-
nently.
Resolutions adopted by

DCFB include:
1. We support state budg-

et funding for promotion
of local fairs.
2. We oppose the Ex-

tended Producer Respon-
sibility law in NYS.
3. We support the use of

already established appro-
priate agencies to make
sound science-based deci-
sions for the agricultural
use of NYCDEP owned
properties.
4. We support the existing

bottle deposit law for a re-
fundable nickle deposit but
not an expansion on the
NYS farm beverage pro-
ducer's products.
5. We support the agri-

cultural use of UTVs/side-
by-sides on town and county
roads.
6. NY Farm Bureau

should not raise fees, in-
cluding dues, to be a mem-
ber.
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HELP WANTED
The Town of Jewett Highway Department is accepting

applications for full time employment. Great benefits
(100% Health Insurance), NYSLRS, Paid Vacation, Per-
sonal and Sick Time, Most Holidays Observed. CDL
REQUIRED. Applications may be obtained at the Town
of Jewett Town Clerks office Monday thru Thursday
between 10:30am and 2:30pm.

HELP WANTED
Roxbury Central School has 

the following opening:

Network Specialist/IT Coordinator

RCS is seeking a Network Specialist/IT
Coordinator to begin 12/1/22.  

Full-time, 12-month, competitive civil
service position.  Candidates must meet
minimum Civil Service qualifications &

successfully complete the exam.  
Responsibilities include, but are not

limited to: Maintaining Windows server
domain, Google Edu+ domain & Cisco

Networking infrastructure; Installation of
hardware/software & diagnosing 

hardware/software issues; Training users
on new software/equipment; IT Budget

planning & preparation; Upkeep of
inventory & management of Windows
computers, Chromebooks & state 

mandates for apps/software; maintaining
& updating phone system.

Please send a letter of interest and 
resume by 11/30/2022 to:

Jeffrey J. Bennett, Superintendent
ROXBURY CENTRAL SCHOOL

53729 State Hwy. 30
Roxbury, NY  12474

EOE

HELP WANTED
Substitutes are needed for the 

following school districts:
Charlotte Valley CSD

Edmeston CSD
Laurens CSD
Milford CSD

Oneonta City SD
Schenevus
Stamford

Windham-Ashland-Jewett CSD
Worcester CSD

ONC BOCES (Grand Gorge & 
Milford)

Substitute positions:
Teachers

LTAs
Aides & Monitors

Nurses
Cleaners

Bus & Van Drivers
Clerical & Office Support

Food Service Workers

Please visit www.oncboces.org/subs
for 

application and information. EOE

Inner Wheel Fundraiser

The Stamford-Hobart Inner Wheel Club recently hosted a fundraiser,
inviting members of the respective Rotary Clubs to enjoy a complete

turkey dinner at the Hobart Community Center. Inner Wheel members
who prepared the meal are, from left: front - Cathy Adams, Betty

Bergleitner, Jean Kopp, Lynda Turner, Nancy Beisler, Sue McMahon,
Priscilla Marigliano and Donna Prehna: back - Mary Jane Butler and
Chris Santomassino. Absent from the photo was Linda Palm. Rotarians
from Hobart and Stamford, as well as the Inner Wheel members enjoyed

the food and fellowship.

Chamber Welcomes New Director 
DELHI - Recently, the

Delaware County Chamber
of Commerce welcomed its
newest director, Joann Ku-
drewicz, of Delhi, owner of
Ravens View Genetics, LLC.
Joann is a serial entrepreneur
with expertise in developing
aggressive growth models
for corporate health care
practices. She has functioned
as vice-president of opera-
tions and business growth

corporate medical organi-
zations, with highly success-
ful outcomes. Six years ago,
Joann left New York City to
join her husband in Delhi,
and to teach business mar-
keting, sales, and healthcare
management classes at
SUNY Delhi, while pursuing
a lifelong dream of owning
a holistic health center fo-
cused on body/mind/spirit
wellness. As owner/CEO of
Ravens View Genetics, LLC,
a hemp cultivation company,
and its subsidiary adult-use
marijuana company, Keona
Kind Cannabis, LLC. Joann
enjoys building a unique
and compliant business
model with huge growth
potential within this emerg-
ing industry. She has em-
braced a company vision
focused on creating high-
quality products, environ-
mental stability, and a posi-
tive corporate culture that
nurtures equal opportunity
and intraorganizational
health.

Joanne fills a vacant two-
year director seat with a
term to expire May 2024.

County Launches 2022
‘Toys for Tots' Campaign
Join the Delaware County

Chamber of Commerce in
providing Christmas gifts to
Delaware County children
in need by dropping off a
new, unwrapped Christmas
gift in a Toys for Tots col-
lection box located through-
out Delaware County.

Toys for Tots works with
the U.S. Marine Corps to
provide a tangible sign of
hope to economically dis-
advantaged children at
Christmas. The Toys for Tots
program was created in
1947 and has distributed
584 million toys to date to
265 million children. 

In 2021, The Delaware
County Chamber, through
its member businesses, col-
lected nearly 1,000 toys
which were distributed to
Delaware County children.

This year, participating
members who have placed
toy collection boxes in their
businesses include:

NBT Bank, Margaretville,
Grand Gorge, Hobart

Hobart Book Village, Ho-
bart

Community Bank, Delhi
Beaver Mountain Log

Homes, Deposit
Delhi Telephone Compa-

ny, Delhi
Margaretville Telephone

Company, Margaretville
Robinson Terrace, Stam-

ford
Mindl's, Franklin
Franklin Volunteer Fire

Department, Franklin
Friesland Campina, Del-

hi

Delaware County Sheriff's
Office, Delhi

Delaware County Office
Building, Delhi

Margaretville Hospital,
Margaretville

As You Wish/West Street
Eats, Walton

Robert's Eye Care, Sid-
ney

James Serio Real Estate,
Hancock

Peace, Love & Yoga, Rox-
bury

Delhi Motors, Delhi
Hancock Village Clerk's

Office, Hancock
The Arc of Delaware

County, Hamden, Walton,
Arkville

New York State DEC Re-
gion 4 Office, Stamford

Strickland Hollow Tasting
Room, Delhi

Delaware County eCenter,
Delhi

Coldwell Banker Timber-
land Properties, Delhi, Mar-
garetville, Stamford

This year’s Delaware
County campaign runs from
Nov. 4 through Dec. 9.
Chamber staff will pick up
the toys from member busi-
nesses  and deliver them to
Delaware Opportunities
which has partnered with
the Chamber to provide dis-
tribution of the gifts to
Delaware County families.

To sign up a family in
need of Christmas gifts con-
tact Delaware Opportunities
at 607.746.1715. Join the
Chamber in providing Christ-
mas gifts to Delaware Coun-
ty children in need! 

and development for several
start-up groups and national

BOCES Engineering Tours Syracuse U
ONC BOCES’ New Visions Engineering

Class of 2023, along with their instructor, Mr.
Morell, visited Syracuse University in October.
The students were given a tour of many areas
of the campus, including the Center for Science
and Technology, Computer and Electrical En-
gineering programs, and the Civil Engineering
department. They were also invited to sit in
the university's flight simulator.  It was a great
trip for the students to see all the options
available to them at Syracuse University!

RIGHT: A fun bus
ride to Syracuse

Letters 
to the 
Editor 

on 
Page A4
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Mon - Fri  8 - 6   •   Sat 8 - 4   •   Sun 9 - 1

Railroad Avenue Supply Co. Inc.

5 Railroad Ave.  Stamford NY 12167
607 652-7103

TRY�OUR�NEW��djustable�PILLOWS�
FIRM�TO�REALLY�SOFT

BUY�It�Where�You�Can�TRY�It�First
Over�40�years�serving�the�Catskills

THE�MATTRESS�BARN

Want Your Business to Reach Customers? 
Call Gretchen at 607-435-0795

Starts at just $15 per week!
Wheelchair & stretcher transports
Medicaid approved NY DOT # 32940

Circle of Life
Ambulette Services
607 538-1734

SERVING DELAWARE, OTSEGO, SCHOHARIE & HERKIMER COUNTIES

255 Maple Ave                                Fax/Billing 607 538-9681
Hobart NY 13788        circleoflife@stny.rr.com

Yes, We Do Personal Injury!

Letters to
the Editor

Support WAA
The Schoharie Chapter

NSDAR is participating
in the national Wreaths
Across America Program
again this year, to be held
on December 17 at over
3,400 cemeteries across
the country. The mission
of WAA is to Remember
our fallen veterans, Hon-
or those who serve, and
Teach our children the
value of freedom.
Ceremonies will be

held at both Middleburgh
Cemetery (9am) and Old
Stone Fort Cemetery (12
noon), with wreath place-
ments following each cer-
emony. The public is in-
vited to participate.
Wreaths will be placed
on the graves of as many
veterans as we have
wreaths for, and shared
with other cemeteries in
the area.
Wreaths may be or-

dered for a loved one,
or for any veteran, to be
placed by the donor, or
by our volunteers, by go-
ing to the following link:
www.wreathsacrossamer-
ica.org/NY0393. Be sure
the NY0393 code is dis-
played. Choose either
Middleburgh Area Ceme-
teries or Mereness-Put-
nam Funeral Home to
have your wreath deliv-
ered to the proper loca-
tion.
For more information

please contact Kathy at
kjs66@nycap.rr.com or
Karen at kjsim-
mons951@gmail.com.
Kathleen Slater
Central Bridge

No Brakes on
the Downhill
The week before these

divisive midterm elec-
tions, my town board
took on the role of ad-
vocacy group for the gun
lobby. They unanimously
adopted, without consti-
tutional argument or pub-
lic referendum, a “pro-
second amendment” res-
olution related to con-
cealed carry. The recent
legislation in New York
(S.51001*, A.41001)
does not take away the
right to own, or even
carry, a legal firearm,
just makes it more oner-
ous to conceal that
weapon in public places.
They simply followed the
template adopted by the
Schoharie County Board
of Supervisors, who
chose to conflate the
right to carry concealed
weapons (in all manner
of social, civic, business,
transport, and other cul-

tural environments) with
freedom and our consti-
tutional rights. Guns are
prohibited in the town
hall, though. This, we
were told, is to protect
those who administer jus-
tice on premises. No con-
tradiction here? Doesn’t
this make obvious the
concerns about public
safety with the potential
of lethal firearms in the
hands of folks who might
imagine cause to use
them?
Each of us has a right

to our own views about
everything from gun
ownership and birth con-
trol, to capital punish-
ment. We are free to fol-
low all the arguments
about constitutionality in
all types of social behav-
iors. When did it become
the purview of town man-
agers to make their per-
sonal views an official
town position? This
strikes at the heart of
how deeply political bias
has saturated even our
most local government
actions. 
Not an actionable item,

not administrative.  man-
agerial, or visionary, their
view of responsibility for
safeguarding and shep-
herding the community
now includes a series of
partisan resolutions
aligned with national po-
litical agendas.  The
Schoharie County Board
of Supervisors, and a
host of individual town
supervisors, made public
political endorsements.
Is this in service to resi-
dents or to politics? Sad-
ly, this makes voting
across party lines unac-
ceptable for me. Politics
is running rampant like
an invasive weed. We’re
driving a truck downhill
with no brakes; and with-
out quickly taking the
runaway truck ramp, any
sense of government for
all, even on this very lo-
cal level, is lost.
*Specifics of the

S.51001 are to be found
here: https://www.nyse-
nate.gov/legislation/bills/
2021/S51001
Sarah Meredith
Gilboa

Zeldin or Bust
Well, I guess our votes

didn’t count for much
on Tuesday. Unfortunate-
ly our state has chosen
crime, taxes, and worse
with Kathy Hochul.
THINK!
George Cooper
Richmondville

The original 1936 corner
stone was replaced as a
part of the project. The
original time capsule was
uncovered, but the  box
had been compromised,
and its contents destroyed.
A new time capsule was
made to withstand the test
of time and installed behind
the new date stone. 
On Saturday, represen-

tatives from March Associ-
ates and Planners and  Lupi-
ni Construction Inc. will be
present along with Stamford
Central School Superinten-
dent Dr. Glen Huot and
SCS Board of Education
President Darby Hartwell,
for the presentation of the
Dean Biancavilla Award for
Historic Preservation by the
American Institute of Ar-

chitects. The award will be
presented to March Asso-
ciates and Planners and
their partners and clients
during a Celebration of Ar-
chitecture event.
The AIA stated,"the pro-

ject’s innovative ideas, at-
tention to detail, and dedi-
cation to the design pro-
fession have contributed to
the architectural success

of the project within the
region and beyond.  We
are very pleased to recog-
nize your design success
with this award."
"Our architects, March

Associates Architects &
Planners PC and partners
Lupini Construction Inc.
did a great job on the project
and historical restoration,"
stated Huot.  

Reconstruction Project, Continued from A1

LOCAL HISTORY WITH KAREN CUCCINELLO

New Grant House
The New Grant House

was one of many board-
ing houses/hotels in
Stamford Queen-of-the-
Catskills built in 1891
during the hay-day of the
resort business. It was
built by Major George
Clinton Gibbs (1832-
1914) for Honorable
John P. Grant (1853-
1932) and located at 139
West Main and corner of
Lake Street and West
End. Gibbs, who lived
across the street at 134
West Main, was a well
known Civil War veteran
who built numerous large
structures in Stamford
and Grant was an attor-
ney, businessman, entre-
preneur and judge. James
Gibson Grant, brother of
John P., was also a part-
ner in the beginning of
the Grant House but he
died in 1905.
The New Grant House

was four stories and ad-
vertised accommodations
for 80 to 120 guests. It
was situated in what was
referred to as the Brook-
lyn Heights area of Stam-
ford and offered free con-
veyance from the train
station, a toilet room on
each floor and a two lane
bowling alley all for the
nominal fee of $10 to
$32 per week which in-
cluded meals. Similar to
other boarding houses,
they were usually open
from about
Memorial/Decoration
Day until Labor Day and
offered dances, banquets
and card games. They
also offered for rent the
Grant Cottage, at 141
West Main, and later on
the Hanford House/New
Grant Annex, that was
sort-of at 2 West End
Ave.
Erwin C. Hanford,

druggist, leased and took
over management of the
New Grant House in
1901 and George
Williamson had the prac-
tical management;
Harold T. Birnie, man-
aged it in 1902; Owen
C. Becker leased it in

1904; S. Lund was the
proprietor in 1908 fol-
lowed by Hanford, Cobb
and Rice; L.E. Parent in
1913; Mrs. John H. His-
cox/Grace (Keyser) in
1914 (she also managed
the Westholm); Ernest
Leroy Jones was propri-
etor from 1918-1927; Mr.
& Mrs. Horace G. Get-
man in 1927 (Horace
Getman was the principal
of the Stamford Seminary
from 1921-1932); L.H.
Adair in 1929; (keep in
mind now the USA is in
the midst of the Depres-
sion); A.D. Cushing in
1931; Paul J. Hunt in
1932 and Mr. and Mrs.

John J. Murphy in 1933.
In 1944 the New Grant

House was sold to Mr. &
Mrs. Bernard Garces, of
Brooklyn, by Helen Rae
(Grant) Taylor (Mrs.
George D. Taylor, 1888-
1962) John P. and Carrie
E. (Powell) Grants only
surviving child. Sieg-
mund Stern bought it in
1945 and listed man-
agers as Stern and
Liebenstein, serving
strictly kosher, until
1954. Alexander Vorhand
owned and ran it, also
kosher, from 1955-1965.
In 1958 the porch

rooves on the Hanford

House and New Grant
were partly destroyed by
heavy snow. It sat empty
until 1968 when all the
contents were auctioned
off. Some of the items
for sale were 100 oak
chairs, kitchen supplies,
lawn furniture, TV set,
200 single beds, 100's
of chest of drawers, car-
pet, bathroom fixtures
etc. The New Grant
House and Hanford
House were razed in
1970. Alexander had
hoped to sell the property
and proposed building
an apartment building
but this never happened.



Don't wait-- this 4 BR farmhouse with many updates will be a fast-
mover. Charming home w/tons of space. Current owners have done

many updates Looking for space? Look no further. Offers large rooms,
2 full baths, spacious laundry room, & add’l room off kitchen. Conven-

ience & close walk to park, creek, gas, and groceries. Must see!
$129,900
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Valley Briefs
Pasta in the Parking Lot in Middleburgh 
MIDDLEBURGH - Drive by and pick up a

home-made dinner of spaghetti, meatballs, salad,
and bread at the Our Lady of the Valley parking
lot on Chestnut Street in Middleburgh on Friday,
November 18 from 4 to 6pm. The meal is cooked
and served by the Knights of Columbus. Suggest-

ed donation $12.

THE

ELECTION RESULTS
SCHOHARIE, GILBOA, M’BURGH BUDGETS

Lisa Tenneson
Broker/Owner

Hurry, Hurry, Hurry!

308 Main Street • Middleburgh NY 
www.FourStarRealtyGroup.com

(518) 940-HOME

A reminder that there is no
edition of the Mountain Eagle

the weeks of Christmas or
Thanksgiving. We're spending
the time with our families, as

we hope that you will in
warmth and love!

Schoharie Faces Historical Dilemma
By Joshua Walther
SCHOHARIE - On Tues-

day evening, the Schoharie
Village Board held their
monthly meeting, where
they discussed whether a
valve house was historical
or should be torn down,
new billing software, and
the village-wide free WiFi.
Currently, there stands

a building on the Village’s
water tank site that dates
back to 1905, intended as

a valve house. Due to its
age, it can be awarded
historical status and con-
tinue to exist, or it can be
torn down so it’s no longer
in the way of the site. 
Ken Bernhardt, the Su-

perintendent of Public
Works, urged the Board
to consider the matter and
have an answer by next
month, personally recom-
mending that the building
be torn down.

The Board was unani-
mous in agreeing with
Mayor Lawrence Caza,
who asked Mr. Bernhardt
to see if there’s anything
of value left in the building,
such as old wooden beams
or anything similar.
Mayor Caza further went

on to say that the building
should be documented
properly before a decision
is made, tabling the matter
until next month.
In other news, Schoharie

is going forward with pur-
chasing water and sewer
billing software from Ed-
monds. While it’s under a
different name than what
Mayor Caza originally
thought, it is effectively
the same. 
With all set-up costs and

annual maintenance ac-
counted for, it will cost
the Village $7,700 for the
first year. For each year
thereafter, it will cost
around $2,800.
The Village deliberated

on this and looked at other
surrounding municipalities

for guidance. However,
the decision was made to
ultimately move with Ed-
monds for the unlimited
station usage. 
The Board is looking to

pay for the software with
their 2022 budget before
it rolls over into next year,
and they are hopeful that
the software can be in-
stalled soon.
Finally, the Village is

continuing to test their
new village-wide WiFi.
Mayor Caza is urging any-
one and everyone current-
ly on the network to surf
and stream on the WiFi
to their heart’s content.
This is so that the network
can be tested to its ex-
tremes and be adjusted if
needed.
The Board was also

asked for an identifier for
the new network, and May-
or Caza recommended that
it be called Fountain Town
Free WiFi, keeping in line
with what Schoharie is
sometimes referred to as
in their grant writing.

M'burgh Parking Slammed as
“Discriminatory and Unlawful”
Not True, Says Codes Dept. & Law

By David Avitabile
MIDDLEBURGH - A

River Street resident
blasted the village for
what she termed "dis-
criminatory and unlawful
parking issues in the vil-
lage when it comes to
the number of handicap
parking spots on the
street.
Dave Jeremenko pre-

sented the letter to the
board Monday for his
wife.
"I, Teresa Jeremenko,

a handicapped taxpaying
resident of the Village in
Middleburgh since 2007,
write this letter in hopes
of resolving the ongoing
issues of the lack of
handicap parking spaces
available to the 200+
residents with permits. 
"My husband has been

trying for five years now
to get the village to com-
ply to the ADA standards.
As a handicapped person
myself I find this dis-
criminatory and unlawful.
Middleburgh handi-
capped residents need
your help in this matter.
Please consider making
this important issue one
of your top priorities as
the  shopping season ap-
proaches it is even more
urgent that the handicap
have access to stores and
safety. In addition, there
should be handicap ac-

cessibility to public meet-
ings."
Despite her claims and

complaints, there are no
state DOT laws requiring
handicap on-street park-
ing spots. There are laws
requiring off-street spots
and spots in parking lots.
According to the state

DOT, Parking for People
with Disabilities, "Off-
street parking spaces for
people with disabilities
are required by law at
shopping centers that
have five or more retail
stores, and signs must
be posted. Spaces re-
served for people with
disabilities must be lo-
cated as close to the
shopping center as pos-
sible and distributed to
provide convenient ac-
cess. A facility owner who
does not comply may be
fined up to $250."
The law is not the same

for on-street parking.
"On-street parking

spaces reserved for peo-
ple with disabilities are
designated by local law
or ordinance. If you have
a question about parking
for people with disabili-
ties on a particular street,
contact the authorities
responsible for maintain-
ing the street."
Though no handicap

on-street spots are re-
quired, the village has

designated several such
spots in the village and
has a committee to look
into relocating the cur-
rent spots and future
spots.
Code Enforcement Of-

ficer Lloyd Stannard said
that there there is no
such requirement for
parking, as Mr. Jere-
menko stated.
Mr. Jeremenko also

presented the board with
a letter from Pamela Gen-
dron, DOT traffic opera-
tions engineer to Gary

Hayes dated August 30,
2021 about a crosswalk
request on Route 145
and Baker Avenue in the
village.
The letter read, "Thank

you for your letter dated
August 19, 2021. Before
we can proceed with the
request we need a con-
currence and commit-
ment from the village of
Middleburgh. Such an im-
provement would require
the village to install ADA
ramps. Additionally, park-
ing would be affected and

parking spots would like-
ly be eliminated." The
village also received the
letter.
Trustee Bob Tinker

said this was a change
of direction from the
state.
"We have asked, asked,

and asked them to put a
crosswalk in the village,"
he said.
Mr. Jeremenko said

one is needed there be-
cause it is a very "dan-
gerous spot in the road...
"It's dangerous to cross

the street during the day."
The Village office

agreed  to give their com-
mitment. It would involve
a curb cut and a non-
skid ramp.
Streets Superintendent

Nick Dunscombe wrote
in his report that the new
handicapped spot signs
are in and the line paint-
ing company is coming
this week to give a quote
on the work and see
where the lines need to
be.

Honoring Vets in Schoharie

Schoharie Central School held a riveting honor
for local veterans Wednesday morning at the
school gym. The event was well-attended. We

have more details and photos inside.
LEFT: This veteran stood during the National An-
them, and pledge of allegiance. This man could
have remained seated, but that's not what people
who served in the military  do.  It's the pride and

honor they have instilled in them.
9630  Air Force Master Sergeant Steven Frost

stands and waves to the students when his name
is called.

Photos by Robert Duso, USMC 4 years of service .
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Homemade Breakfast
& Lunch

Open Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday, & Sunday

• Full Menu • Serving Beer & Wine 
• Outside Seating • Dine-in/Take-Out 
• Home of the Belly-Buster Burger •

Easy access for campers 
& large vehicles 
Large Parking Lot
2102 St. Route 30

North Blenheim • 518-827-5588

Catering for 
all Occasions! Call for

Hours 
and Daily
Specials

Obituaries
Helen H. Armlin

Helen H. Armlin, of
Hanson Crossing Road,
died peacefully Saturday,
November 5, 2022 in the
loving care of her family. 

Helen was born 91
years ago on September
13, 1931 in Brooklyn and
graduated from Middle-
burgh Central School in
1949.  She received her
degree in Pediatric Nurs-
ing from Foundling Hos-

pital and worked for a
year, before leaving to
raise her family. 

Helen loved tending to
her gardens, boating on
Indian Lake and all of
the day-to-day work that
came along with loving
her family and keeping
their farm and home-
stead.  

She was married to
Kenneth P. Armlin from
October 14, 1951 until
he predeceased her on
June 25, 2003.  Helen
was also predeceased by
her daughter: Karen S.
Armlin, son-in-law: James
B. Hurst and granddaugh-
ter: Jennifer Coons.

Her surviving family
includes her daughters:
Laurie L. Hurst of Sharon
Springs and Jeanne M.
Mead of Berne; son: Ken-
neth R. (Fawn) Armlin of

Middleburgh; grandchil-
dren: Matthew Armlin,
Danielle Armlin, Rebecca
Weinstein, Angie Hurst
and Joshua Hurst; many
great-grandchildren.

All are invited to visit
with Helen’s family from
11:00AM-12:00PM on
Thursday, November 10,
2022 at Coltrain Funeral
Home, LLC 134 River
Street, Middleburgh.  A
graveside service will fol-
low at 12:30PM, at Arm-
lin Hill Cemetery.

Memorial donations in
Helen’s honor are re-
quested to the Animal
Shelter of Schoharie Val-
ley, PO Box 40, Howes
Cave, NY 12092.

Please visit
www.coltrainfuneral-
home.com to share online
condolences with her
family.

Get Your Get Your 
SubscriptionSubscription

TodayToday
518-763-6854518-763-6854

SCS Still Working on New
Grading Policies

By David Avitabile
SCHOHARIE -

Schoharie school officials
continue to work on up-
dating its grading for eq-
uity policies.

Superintendent David
Blanchard updated the
school board last month
on the work on equity
grading.

District officials began
discussing "grading for
equity" last year and ad-
ministrators worked with
Capital Region BOCES
experts on "making grad-
ing more equitable."

The committee work-
ing on the new policy is
to present it to SCS staff
this week.

Among the changes in
philosophy is instead of
waiting got mastery, Mr.
Blanchard told school
board members, students
would be given multiple
attempts to reach levels
and, eventually, mastery.

The new philosophy is,

"As I learn and grow, keep
assessing me while I learn
that skill."

By doing that, students
"get more motivated" and
the grades will be more
accurate. Grades, he
added, will also be more
motivational and non-bi-
ased.

The work will continue,
he said.

"It's a process," and it
will be a gradual path to
"getting there."

In the spring, Mr. Blan-
chard said, "Equity in
Grading was centered on
moving to standards
based grading practices
for students in grades
six-eight."

"This will be a process
but grades should pro-
vide an indication on how
students are progressing
toward being proficient
on the NYS standards
and ultimately how they
will perform on the Re-
gents tests," he added.

Last year, he told board
members that SCS has
no minimal grading pol-
icy, one of the few local
districts without one.

District officials have
looked at the policies of
other districts to help in
formulating one for
Schoharie, Mr. Blanchard
said.

The district has already
looked at the grading pol-
icy at the elementary
school.

Board members began
discussing the need for
an update in grading poli-
cies in December.

At that time, Mr. Blan-
chard said changes will
be made to make all stu-
dents feel included. Eco-
nomic status and special
needs have to be consid-
ered in grading.

The building level team
is working with all staff
and teachers on Grading
for Equity, he said.

Schoharie’s Gerstenberger Wins 
Volleyball Championship

Racquel Gerstenberger,
18, 2021 graduate of

Schoharie High School,
and her college Women's

Volleyball team at Alfred
State College won the
championship for 2022
for the Allegheny Moun-
tain Collegiate Confer-
ence on November 6th.

Alfred State was seeded
#1 with a 7-0 in confer-
ence record, and a win-
ning streak for the last
16 games, resulting in
the honor of hosting the
AMCC Championship
Games.  They are slated
to play #1 seed Ithaca
College for round 1 of
Region III competition
on 11/10.  All games are
available for live stream-
ing at the college web-
sites. After 3 elimination
rounds, the victors pro-
ceed to quarterfinals,
leading to a future de-
termination of the NCAA
Champion for Division 3
Volleyball for 2022. 

SCS, BOCES Hosts Schoharie
County School Bd Ass’n 

Fall Dinner

The Capital Region BOCES Schoharie CTE Center and the Schoharie food
serve department collaborated in cooking and serving for the Schoharie
County School Board Association's fall dinner at Schoharie Central School
Thursday evening.

CTE Junior Bertram Heath Jr., form SCS, showed off some of the desserts he
made in the culinary program while Loren Herzog, a senior form SCS, and
junior Angelina Carpenter from Berne-Knox helped serve dinner to more than
40 school board members and superintendents in the Schoharie high school
cafeteria. Photos by David Avitabile.

‘Arresting’ Interest in 
Criminal Justice at BOCES
SCHOHARIE – New

York State troopers Curtis
Rich, T.J. McHugh and
Davis Flores recently paid
a visit to the Capital Re-
gion BOCES Career &
Technical Education Cen-
ter – Schoharie Campus,
meeting with criminal jus-
tice  students and sharing
all of the options that ex-
ist for those interested
in careers in law enforce-
ment.

“The State Police have
a great relationship with
BOCES and we appreci-
ate being able to show
the students what oppor-
tunities exist,” said
McHugh while meeting
with students and others
during the 50th anniver-
sary celebration of the
Schoharie CTE Campus.

Among the students the
delegation met with was
William Loeper, who at-
tends BOCES from
Schoharie High School.

“I am interested in a
career in law enforce-
ment and the State Police
seem like  great option,”
said the high school sen-
ior.

Loeper is one of 94
students from nearly two-
dozen school districts en-
rolled in the Criminal Jus-
tice program at Capital
Region BOCES for the
2022-23 school year.
Working with partners in
law enforcement like the

State Police, students
learn about the history,
theory, practices, and re-
cent developments in the
field of criminal justice,
as well as practice the
skills necessary for those
careers

“The State Police have
a great relationship with
BOCES and we appreci-
ate being able to show
the students what oppor-
tunities exist,” said Troop-
er TJ McHugh.

Auto Racing News
By Tom Coughlin
A week ago, Thursday

night the World of Out-
laws-World Finals were
held at the Dirt Track at
Charlotte, in North Car-
olina. Included in there
was the Super DIRTcar
Series big block modi-
fieds. Canadian Mat
Williamson scored the
win and $10,000 on this
night in the 30-lap fea-
ture, with Erick Rudolph
and Matt Sheppard join-
ing him on the podium.
Anthony Perrego finished
fourth, Demetrios Drellos
fifth, Marc Johnson 13,
Jack Lehner 17, Rocky
Warner 19.

Friday-night two of
the World Finals and it
was a Canadian again
earning the win and
$10,000.  However, this
time it was Mathieu Des-
jardins. This is a new
name to SDS racing, but
one that you may be
hearing more of. Des-
jardins claims that he
has only raced in about
10 big block races. So,
the possibility is there
for more victories from
this Quebec resident as
time goes on. Tim Fuller,
Demetrios Drellos, Peter
Britten, and Max
McLaughlin completed
the top five in the 30-
lap feature.Rocky Warner
finished 15, Marc John-
son 17, and Jack Lehner
18. 

Saturday night was
again another win for
Mat Williamson as the
St. Catharines, Ontario
resident captured the

World of Outlaws- World
Final finale for the Super
DIRTcar Series big block
modifieds at the Dirt
Track at Charlotte. This
night the modifieds ran
a 40-lap, $15,000 to win
feature. Mad Max
McLaughlin and
Demetrios Drellos also
stood on the podium.
Jack Lehner finished 7,
Rocky Warner 13, Marc
Johnson 15, and Peter
Brittan 17.

Matt Sheppard was
crowned the Super DIRT-
car Series Champion for
2022.  This past Tuesday
night was the opening
night for the Short Track
Super Series-Cajun
Swing. The stars and cars
of the STSS were at the
Rocket Raceway Park in
the northeastern part of
Texas, near Petty,

Texas. Unfortunately,
as the program pro-
gressed through its
scheduled events. In-
clement weather in the
form of a heavy fog
rolled in, forcing the can-
cellation of the remain-
der of the night, after
qualifying was complete,
thus setting up a night
of double features on
Wednesday.

Elmo's Speed & Sup-
ply 7th. annual Swap
Meet, will take place Sat-
urday at the Albany-
Saratoga Speedway lo-
cated at 2671 Rt. 9 in
Malta. Spectators fee is
$10, with gates opening
at 9:00 am. until 3:00
pm.

and all proceeds going

to the drivers point fund.
Concessions will be open
for food & beverages.

Next Friday & Satur-
day, November 18 & 19,
the Northeast Racing
Products-Auction, trade
show, and swap meet will
be held in the Exposition
Center at the New York
State Fairgrounds near
Syracuse.

Friday's hours are
10:00 am. until 8:00 pm.
Saturday 10:00 am. Until
6:00 pm. In an attempt
to add some excitement
to the event, there has
been the addition of an
American Cornhole
League cornhole tourna-
ment. The first bag will
fly at 10:30 am.

Carter Gibbons an-
nounced this week that
for the 2023 racing sea-
son he will be moving
up to the 358 modified
division and competing
weekly at Glen Ridge Mo-
torsports Park. Gibbons
also plans on following
the C.R.S.A. 305 winged
sprint car series. Carter
was a regular competi-
tor

in the Swagger Factory
Apparel-crate 602 sports-
man division at Fonda
and also raced at Albany-
Saratoga and Glen Ridge. 

Modified driver
Demetrios Drellos, now
has a late model division
car sitting in his garage.
I'm not aware of his def-
inite plans, but should
have an idea shortly.

Bond in Motion is

Story continues on B3
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Library News

Your Library News is Brought to You By:

Middleburgh Library
11/15 - 10:45 AM - Drop-
in Storytime - Join Miss
Terry for this fun, interac-
tive storytime geared to-
ward little ones ages 0-5
and their caregivers!  We'll
read books, sing songs and
watch a short film based
on our weekly theme.  All
children will go home with
a coloring sheet or take
home craft.  No registra-
tion required
11/15 - 1:00-4:00 PM -
Mahjong is back at the
Middleburgh Library.
Come and join the group.
If you don't know how t0
play and want to learn, the
group will help you.  
11/17 - 11:00-12:00 -
10/20 - 11:00-12:00 -
Homeschool Science Club
-    Top of Form
Homeschool Science Club
- We will meet every other
Thursday and go over our
science fair projects, re-
search, help each other
and of course, do a cool
experiment! This program
is for homeschooled stu-
dents ages 6 and up. Reg-
istration is required for
each week, so we have
enough materials.
Creativebug - You’re more
creative than you think!
Use your Middleburgh Li-
brary card and PIN to
enjoy unlimited access to
thousands of online art and
craft classes available at
Creativebug.  Videos are
produced by renowned
artists and creative ex-
perts. You’ll also find
downloadable patterns,
templates and recipes.
Watch classes anytime,
anywhere. Classes never
expire, you can start and
stop projects at your own
pace. No pressure, just
possibilities!
5x 5 Art At The Library -
1st Annual Fundraising
Exhibit to Benefit Pro-
gramming at the Middle-
burgh Library.
This 5 x 5 Art at the Li-
brary show and sale is
open to all artists, cre-
atives, makers and
crafters.  The library is
seeking small artwork do-

nations in any media.  Art-
work drop off dates: 11/1 -
12/3.  Opening Reception:
Friday, 12/9 during Miracle
on main St.  Enter by filling
out the form here:
https://www.middleburgh-
l ibrar y. info/5x5-art -
fundraiser and returning it
with your creative art
piece.  For more details
check out our website @
www.middleburghlibrary.in
fo and see ad at the top.
Please check our calendar
on our website at
www.middleburghlibrary.in
fo for future programs.
Also, don't forget our Face-
book page.
Cobleskill Library
Thursday, November 10

at 1pm Library Board of
Trustees monthly meeting.
The Trustees meet upstairs
in the Community Room and
meetings are open to the
public. 
Thursday, November 10

All Ages Craft Buffet 4-5pm.
All ages are invited to join
us for open craft time at
The Community Library. We'll
have tables full of craft sup-
plies available for participants
to use, along with plenty of
snacks and beverages.
Whether you want to do
some coloring or painting
or paper crafts or knitting
or whatever, you're welcome
to join us for some relaxing,
creative time. Come let your
imagination inspire you to
create whatever you choose! 
Saturday, November 12

from 11-12 Help us turn old
egg cartons into creative
creatures! The possibilities
are endless--will you make a
whale, a chicken, a mouse,
or maybe a monster? It's up
to you! We'll provide the car-
tons and the craft supplies,
just bring your imagination. 
Tuesday, November 15 at

5:30 pm Teen Advisory
Board Help us make the
Community Library a better
place for teens! Join our new
Teen Advisory Board and
help the library choose new
teen books, plan programs,
and make our teen zone a
fun space for teen patrons.
Snacks provided. Open to
8th-12th graders (ages 13-

18). For more information,
email clittle@mvls.info. 
Tuesday, November 15 at

6pm Adult Gaming Group:
Adult Gamers interested in
role-playing games, card and
board games are invited to
gather at the library for fun
and games with other game
fans. 
Tuesday, November 15

6:30-7:30 Kumihimo Braided
Bracelets and Keychains
learn the basics of Japanese
kumihimo braiding to create
colorful bracelets or key-
chains. If you ever enjoyed
making friendship bracelets,
this is a great next step to
try! No experience required.
Open to middle and high
schoolers (ages 11-18). 
Wednesday, November 16

from 3:30 pm to 4:45 pm
join the Lego Club. Come
test your building skills with
themed challenges, or build
what inspires you! Open to
kids in grades K-8. We pro-
vide the Lego, you provide
the creativity! 
Thursday, November 17

at 6:30 Trivia Night@ the
Library! Gather your
smartest, most fun friends
and form a team for Trivia
Night. Quizmaster Don La-
Plant will be serving up trivia
in a range of categories in-
cluding books, movies, mu-
sic, history, science, geog-
raphy, and pretty much any-
thing else you can learn
about in the library. Bragging
rights (and modest prizes)
are at stake. Sign up online
or call to reserve your table. 

Friday, November 18
Comic Drawing Workshop.
Have you ever wanted to
draw your own comics or
graphic novel? Author and
cartoonist Ira Marcks can
help you get started! Learn
all about how comics are
put together and try drawing
your own. This program is
broken up into two work-
shops the first from 10:30-
Noon is open to kids in 3rd-
5th grades (ages 8 to 11). A
second workshop from 1-
2:30 is open to students in
6th-12th grades (ages 11-
18). Please register at the
Library or on the Library’s
event calendar. This project
is made possible with funds
from the Statewide Commu-
nity Regrants Program, a

program of the New York
State Council on the Arts
with the support of Governor
Kathy Hochul and the New
York State Legislature and
administered in Schoharie
County by the Greene Coun-
ty Council on the Arts dba
CREATE Council for the
Arts. 
Tuesday, November 22 at

6:00 pm The Short Fiction
Workshop: This monthly
writing workshop for teens
and adults features writing
prompts, exercises, and mod-
erated feedback sessions
where authors working on
short fiction can practice
their craft, develop new skills,
and get constructive input
from other writers. 
Wednesdays weekly Sto-

ryTime in the Library at
10:30 with Miss. Courtney.
Story Time is for children
ages birth to 5 and their
caregiver featuring stories,
songs and fun activities.  
The Library will be closed

for Veteran’s Day on No-
vember 11th, Thanksgiving
Day on November 24th and
November 30th for staff de-
velopment. 
Pick up a free COVID-19

at home test kit at the Library
while supplies last. Curbside
pickup is available. 
To receive Library News

by email signup here
https://mailchi.mp/287db1f8
66ef/news Follow us on social
media for library news, event
information, volunteer op-
portunities, new book an-
nouncements and more! The
Library event calendar on
our website has been updated
with color coding for the
various age groups. Now it
is easier to find age-appro-
priate programs https://com-
munitylibrary.mvls.info/ 

Schoharie Library 
Teen Thursday: Every

Thursday 5-7pm. Come hang
out in our Teen Room - so-
cialize, create in our Maker-
space,  play board games,
code with our Dash Robot,
share book recommenda-
tions, and much more!! Ages
13 - Young Adult Welcome!
No registration required.
Gratitude Journaling &

Decorate a Pencil Case:
Thursday Nov 10, 4-5:30pm,
Ages 10+ Engage in Writing
Prompts, illustrate a journal

entry and learn about daily
gratitude journaling.  Deco-
rate a pencil box and a start-
ing journal to take home!
Please Register at:
https://bit.ly/SHOjournal
Storytime with Yvonne:

Fridays at 10am. Stories,
songs, fun activities! There
will be no Storytime on Nov.
25.
Decorate a Ceramic Mug

or Bowl: Friday, November
11, 2-3:30pm. Dream up a
creative design, then use
porcelain markers to deco-
rate. Take it home and bake
it to make it permanent.
Signup: https://bit.ly/Mug-
Bowl
Writing Club (Virtual):

Mondays at 6:30pm.
https://bit.ly/SchoharieLi-
braryPrograms
No Comfort for the Un-

dertaker Book Launch Party:
Saturday, November 12,
10:30am-12:30pm. Join local
author Chris Keefer to cele-
brate the publication of her
mystery novel! Chris will
talk about the book and her
other writings, give readings,
answer questions, and sign
books. No Comfort for the
Undertaker, plus a chapbook
of Chris’ humorous rants
and books by other Writing
Club members, will be avail-
able for sale until 2pm. Re-
freshments will be served.
Bassett Healthcare Cancer

Services Program Table:
Tuesday, November 15, 1-
5pm. Mitzi Sackett, Com-
munity Outreach Specialist,
will provide information and
answer questions about the
Cancer Services Program,
which provides screening,
diagnostic services and re-
ferral to treatment and sup-
port. Stop by and learn about
this valuable program.
Service Dogs with Jubilee

Schmid: Tuesday, November
15, 4pm. Join Jubilee Schmid

and her service dog Sydney
to learn about what service
dogs do, how they are
trained, service dog etiquette,
what they do for fun, and
more! No registration re-
quired.
Virtual UFO Club: Thurs-

day, November 17, 10am.
Work on projects and chat
on Zoom. Signup:
https://bit.ly/SchoharieLi-
braryPrograms
Middle Grade Book

Group: Monday, Nov. 21,
4:15-5pm. We’re reading
Historical Fiction: The War
that Saved My Life by Kim-
berly Brubaker Bradley. Re-
freshments, track reading to
earn prizes. Children grades
3rd - 6th are welcome to
join us - reserve your copy
and start reading today!  Sign
up today at https://bit.ly/MG-
BookGroupSHO.  Please let
us know if you'd like to attend
virtually. 
Knitcetera at the Library:

Tuesday, November 22,
10:30am-noon. Embroider,
sew, knit, anything goes!
The Schoharie Library will

be closed Thanksgiving Day
and Friday, November 24-
25.
Animal Tracks with

George Steele: Tuesday, No-
vember 29, 4pm. Learn
about a variety of mammal
tracks, then make an animal
track bandana that you can
take home. Signup:
https://bit.ly/AnimalTracks11-
29

Rensselaerville 
Library 
Rensselaerville Library is

changing its hours of oper-
ation to add evening hours
on Tues, Weds,
and Thurs. The new hours
are: Tues and Thurs
from 10-1 and 3-7, Weds
from 10-1 and 3-6pm, Fri
and Sat from 10-2,
Sun and Mon: closed.  

$7 
Classifieds! 

3 
Column Inches! 

Call
518-763-6854

All About Racing
By Ed & Betty Biittig
Our racing this past

weekend did not include
going to the track but in-
stead was from the com-
fort of our recliners,
watching the World Finals
from Charlotte, NC on
DirtVision.  
It turns out the World

Finals brought to us by
DIRTcar and World Rac-
ing Group, was dominat-
ed by Canada in the Super
DIRTcar Series portion.
Mat “Money Mat”
Williamson of St. Cather-
ine, Ontario claimed two
of the three nights of fea-
tures, while fellow Cana-
dian, Mathieu Desjardins
of Yamaska, QC took the
win on Friday night in
only his second Series
start in America.   

Matt Sheppard went
into the action at the
World Finals having al-
ready clinched his ninth
Super DIRTcar Series title
so that pressure was off
but he still went to win.
Sheppard finished third
on Thursday night to
Williamson and Rudolph
and for the other two
nights, the No. 9s of the
Savannah, NY driver suf-
fered mechanical difficul-
ties including a blown en-
gine on the final night.  
Fonda regular,

Demetrios Drellos has al-
ways run well at the Dirt
Track at Charlotte and
this trip was another im-
pressive performance for
the Queensbury native.
A fifth place finish on
Thursday and two podium

finishes for Friday and
Saturday, Drellos had his
family owned No. 111 in
great form for the entire
weekend.  The young star
has struggled this past
season, like many of the
teams, waiting for engines
and parts due to supply
issues but was still able
to pull out a win on June
18 in the Bill Ag Match
Race event and a feature
win on the final night of
points at Fonda and also
end up fourth in points
at the Track of Champi-
ons.  
Our next racing will

also be from our recliners
as starting Tuesday Flo-
Racing will live stream
the Cajun Swing from
Louisiana and Texas.  This
is another Brett Deyo pro-

duction and the first stop,
Tuesday and Wednesday
is Rocket Raceway Park,
Petty Texas; Thursday, Ar-
La-Tex Speedway in Vi-
vian, Louisiana , Friday
and Saturday, Boothill
Speedway, Greenwood,
Louisiana.  
Drivers expected to

travel south for the Cajun
Swing will represent sev-
eral Northeast States.  De-
fending ‘Cajun Swing’
champion Ryan Godown
of Ringoes, N.J., will head
the Northeast class after
claiming two wins during
the five-night swing in
2021. Godown was vic-
torious at Greenwood,
La.’s Boothill Speedway
– the site of this year’s
$20,000-to-win ‘Gun-
slinger 50’ – and The Rev
in Monroe, La.  Jackson,

N.J.’s Steve Davis will
join Godown as Garden
State representatives in
Louisiana and Texas.
The most dominant

driver in Modified racing
Savannah, N.Y.’s Matt
Sheppard has won four
of the eight races con-
tested in ‘Cajun Swing’
competition dating back
to 2020, including both
$20,000-to-win affairs.
Other Empire State driv-
ers returning for another
trip to the Bayou include
Erick Rudolph of Ran-
somville, N.Y., a winner
last season at Ark-La-Tex,
Jack Lehner of Saratoga
Springs, N.Y., and Tyler
Siri of Horseheads, N.Y.
Sheffield, Mass., resi-

dent Andy Bachetti head-
lines the strong list of
first timers for the Ollie’s

‘Cajun Swing.’ The three-
time STSS champion has
recently committed to the
trek into the Bayou.
Several other first-

timers from New York
will be making the trip
as well including J.R.
Hurlburt of Otego, N.Y.,
Darren Smith of Bing-
hamton, N.Y., Rusty Smith
of Oxford, N.Y., Danny
Creeden of Wurtsboro,
N.Y., Addison Bowman of
Mexico, N.Y., Jim Introne
Jr. and John Lutes, Jr.
both of East Berne, N.Y.,
and East Greenbush,
N.Y.’s David Schilling,
who will be donning a
full Ollie’s Bargain Outlet
paint scheme.
Until next week please

send all news and/or com-
ments to
biittig@yahoo.com

Auto Racing News, Continued from B2
coming to the Saratoga
Automobile Museum.
Iconic vehicles and props
from 60 years of Bond,
will be on display from
November 17 for muse-
um members and will be
officially open to the pub-
lic on November 18. Lo-
cated at 110 Avenue of
the Pines, Saratoga
Springs, the S.A.M. is

open Tuesday through

Sunday 10:00 am. Until
5:00 pm.
Looking ahead to

2023, Penn-Can Speed-
way and Afton Motor-
sports Park are attempt-
ing to work together in
2023 to naturally benefit
both tracks, their drivers,
and fans.
With Afton moving to

Saturday night,.Skyline
Raceway Motorsports

Park in Virgil, N.Y. is se-
riously looking to switch
to Friday nights. 

Get well soon wishes
this week to go out to a
member of the amazing
50/50 crew at Fonda
Speedway. Hearing that
Heather Marr is recuper-
ating this week from a
recent medical issue.
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Community Calendar (Including Cancellations)
Ongoing

• 2022 Adult Grief Support Group, Cobleskill United Methodist Church,
107 Chapel Street, Cobleskill, NY 12043,1:00 - 2:30 p.m.

• Free Story Times each Tuesday at The Book Nook, 645 Main St., Hobart.
2:30 p.m. for toddlers 18 months to 3 years and 4 p.m. for ages 4 and older.

•  Family Support Meetings
Open Arms Recovery Resource Center 289 Main St Schoharie NY

4 till 7 Thursdays. call Chrystal @ 518 605-4180 for details.
•   Open Arms Recovery Resource Center

289 Main St Schoharie NY 8:00 - 4:00 Tuesdays 8:00 till 7:00 Thursdays.
Addiction and recovery information call 518 605 3867 for more details.

Nov 7- Dec 10 
First annual Letter to Santa. Drop your letter to Santa off in Santa’s Mail-
box between Nov 7 and Dec 10. Santa’s mailbox will be located inside the

Windham Public Library. All letters will be answered! 
Nov. 11 

•  Landis Shopping Day at Grapevine Farms, 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM, 
Grapevine Farms, 2373 State Route 7, Cobleskill, NY

Nov. 13 
•  11:30 am Veterans

Veterans Luncheon, 11:30 a.m. at the Conesville Fire House. Reservation
for this free lunch call 607-588-4200 or e-mail

conesvillesundayschool@gmail.com.  
•  The last of the 2022 season Second Sunday Series at The

Gallupville House occurs in November .  Join us November 13, at
3:00 for a family friendly Open Mic time of sharing.  Find The
Gallupville House on Facebook for information on the upcoming
Craft and Wares Market (November 12), and Christmas Tree

(December 5) events.
November 20 

• FRIENDS OF MUSIC : Neave Trio 

November 22-24
43rd Annual Holiday Craft Bazaar at The Schoharie Valley Railroad Mu-
seum Complex, Exit 23 off I-88 to the Village of Schoharie - Follow Signs

November 22 * 10am to 6:30pm
Visit with Santa on Friday * 5pm to 6:30pm

November 23 * 9am—6pm, November 24 * 9am to 4pm
Unique Hand-Crafted Gifts, Two Floors of Crafts, Home Made Bake Goods
Sale. Country Pantry,, Daily Raffle for Basket Filled with Specialties Do-

nated by Crafters
This is a juried craft event for more info call 518-295-7505 or 518-868-2878

November 26
•  10th Annual Cancer Patient Aid Craft Fair 10 am to 3 pm at the Red
Rooster Restaurant, 845 Main St., Cairo.  Proceeds to benefit the Greene
County Women’s League Cancer Patient Aid. Free Admission. Vendors,
food and raffles. For more information call 518-291-0883 or e-mail

greenecountywomensleague@gmail.com
•  Helios Care’s Annual Tree of Lights ceremony -where we celebrate life
in a positive and uplifting way.  Sunday, November 20th at 2pm at Delhi

Courthouse Square, Delhi.
•  Music, readings, remarks and the lighting of the trees, plus refresh-
ments.  Ornaments can be purchased and personalized. Visit www.he-

lioscare.org events to order one today!

•  Decorating with Native Greenery, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM. Landis Arboretum,
Esperance.

•  Windham Festival Chamber Orchestra presents Music for Harp & String
Orchestra at Doctorow Center for the Arts, 7971 Main St, Village of Hunter,
NY 12442. Tickets $25 for general admission at 8 p.m. Special events in-
clude open rehearsal at 11 a.m. and Q&A/Reception Post show. Tickets

available at catskillmtn.org or 518-263-2063
• HOLIDAY SALE - Kaatserskill UMC, Main St., Tannersville 10am-4pm
Holiday Decorations, Gifts for All Ages, New or Nearly New, Bargain Prices,

and Christmas Villages
Dec. 3 

•  Community Christmas at the Conesville Fire house. DJ Pat DelRosario
will be there with music. 

December 4 
• FRIENDS OF MUSIC : Free Holiday Concert Zēlos Saxophone Quartet 

Dec. 10
• Annual Community Christmas Party, hosted by the Roxbury Fire Depart-
ment. Events kick off at 4 p.m. as a fire truck parade escorts Santa into

town. He will set up shop at the Roxbury fire station and will be available for
photos. There will also be refreshments available.

July 15-23, 2023
Tour of Sicily. Through July 25 with Rome extension. Small group with 20
available spaces. grouptoursite.com/rosemariekeller or call 800-438-7672

group #60918243
August 5-13, 2023

U.S. National Park Tour. The Rockies, Arches, Yellowstone. 9
days. 13 days with Badlands and Mount Rushmore extension,
through August 17. grouptoursite.com/rosemariekeller

Lasell Hall Gets a New Walkway

Lasell Hall in the village of Schoharie is enjoying a new walkway, courtesy of SUNY Cobleskill’s Plant
Sciences Department. The project was organized by Department chair Tim Marten, and built by the
Landscaping students in that program. Schoharie County DPW Building and Grounds staff provided the
base work. Judith Warner, Schoharie Chapter DAR House Chair, coordinated the various parts of the
project. Lunches were provided for the students by DAR members. 

The Schoharie Chapter NSDAR is grateful for the completion of this project, which will allow easy
access to the County office building from the large parking lot, as well as from that lot to Lasell Hall.

W.Whitman Books Presents Singer/Songwriter Sara
Milonovich on November 20.

W.Whitman Books—lo-
cated at 304 Main Street,
Middleburgh, NY— is
pleased to present
singer/songwriter Sara
Milonovich at its perform-
ance space on Sunday, No-
vember 20, 2022 at 3PM. 

Milonovich, who grew
up on a working farm in
rural New York, was lead-
ing her own band by age
nine.  She has won awards
for fiddling, singing and
composing, and has per-
formed throughout North
& South America, Europe
and beyond. 

Among the last genera-
tions to learn traditional

music as it was passed
down firsthand from the
grange halls of the North
Country, a diverse trajec-
tory has led her through
a busy career as an ac-
companist and collabora-
tor with such artists as
Richard Shindell, Pete
Seeger (including on his
Grammy-winning At 89 al-
bum), and many others.
She also currently appears
as a featured violinist/fid-
dler in the hit Broadway
musical, “Come From
Away”.

With her band Daisy-
cutter, Milonovich offers
an ode to the blue-collar

north on her latest album
Northeast, exploring
down-and-out cities, aban-

doned farms, heartbreak,
resilience, and hope - all
things the Northeast shares

with the rest of blue collar
America. For this show,
she will be joined by her
longtime guitarist & Daisy-
cutter band mate Greg An-
derson.

Copies of her Northeast
CD will be available for
sale at the performance. 

Join Sara for a Sunday
afternoon filled with song
and expert fiddle playing. 

Concerts at W.Whitman
Books are 90 minutes long
and strictly limited to 22
attendees. All seats are re-
served and must be pur-
chased in advance.  Proof
of COVID 19 vaccination
is required for entry. 

Tickets are $20 and may
be purchased during reg-
ular store hours or pur-
chased on the store’s web-
site. For additional infor-
mation, including ticket
purchase, store hours and
more, go to www.wwhit-
manbooks.com/events or
call Doug at 518-827-
3377.

Schoharie Promo
Announces Decoration

Winners
Schoharie Promotional

Association announces
awards for Fall and Hal-
loween decorations in the
Village of Schoharie:
Business -- Wolfe's Den

Laundromat; Fall deco-
ration -- 261 Main Street;
Halloween decorations -
- 131 Bridge Street.  All
received gift certificates
to Schoharie businesses. 

Masons Hosting
Veterans’ Dinner
Schoharie Valley Ma-

sonic Lodge Annual Vet-
erans Dinner! Sunday
Nov 13, 2022. Serving
starts at 4pm. Veterans
and their families eat free.
All others free will dona-
tion. Come out and sup-

port and thank our local
veterans for their sacri-
fice to keep us free!
Chicken and biscuits,
green beans, dessert.
Schoharie United Pres-
byterian Church.

SCS Vets, from B1

Bill Combs Jr. the guest speaker holds up a poster
of an american bald eagle next to the adorable

Lois Goblet-Schubert to show how big eagles actu-
ally are.

Members of the "Combat Veterans"  Motorcycle Association Sit and listen to a class of student perform-
ing a song to honor all the veterans who came to the school.  A very touching tribute. Photos by Robert

Duso.
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Honoring Veterans in Fulton

The new sign was completed November 2 at the Town of Fulton Veterans
Park by committee members Tom Conto, Albert Hodder, Gerry Hooper,
Dean Rhinehart, Joyce Hodder, and Carmen StGeorge. Photo courtesy

Albert Hodder

Juried Honored in 
Middleburgh

Middleburgh Village Deputy DPW Superintendent Cole Keyser placed up
the plaque in the newly-christened Nicholas Juried Park on the corners of
Maple and Wells Avenues in Middleburgh. Mr. Juried was not only instru-
mental in the restoration of the former Middleburgh-Schoharie Railway
Depot and the Coronavirus business relief fund established by former
Mayor Matthew Avitabile and administered by Trustee Timothy Knight.
Volunteers at the site included Historical Society and Village members
such as Robert Tinker, Drew Adams, Dr. Tom Gruning, Gerry Stoner,
Charley Spickerman, Steve Spretnjak, Steve LaMont, and more

A Talk on Poorhouses
Local historian Karen
Cuccinello gave a
slide show presenta-
tion to the Conesville
Historical Society on
the Schoharie County
Poorhouses 1823-

1947 including what
it became after the
poorhouse; Friary,

Middleburgh Elemen-
tary school annex,
nursing home and
now Russian Ortho-
dox Church. Biogra-
phies of some of the
residents were also
discussed and closed
with the poorhouse

cemetery without any
gravestones. Photo
courtesy Conesville
Historical Society.

M'burgh Village Budget 
Sees Tax Hike

Highest Increase Since 2004
By David Avitabile
MIDDLEBURGH - Mid-

dleburgh village officials
put the finishing touches
on their 2023 budget
Monday adopting a
$878,000 plan that will
increase property taxes
by 3.4 percent, which is
within the state tax cap.
Board members Mon-

day night approved Mayor

Patricia Bergan’s
$878,426 spending plan
that will increase the tax
levy from $416,442 to
$430,657. The upcoming
year will be the second
that the village will have
a January to June fiscal
year. Prior to this year,
the village budget went
from June to May. Overall,
the budget decreased

from $926,258 to
$878,426. The tax in-
crease is the largest since
a 4.62% increase at the
end of former Mayor Gary
Hayes' term and approved
under his successor Bill
Ansel-McCabe.
Among the budget high-

lights were:
* Unallocated insur-

ance, $50,000 to $60,000.
* Streets and mainte-

nance, personal services:
$27,500 to $43,000,
* Streets and mainte-

nance health insurance:
$10,206 to $20,000.
* Street cleaning, per-

sonal services: $1,000 to
$2,000.
* Cemetery, personal

services: $38,600 to
$31,000. (the village crew
is paid through several
different accounts).
* Employee benefits,

state retirement: $27,000
to $36,000.
* Water rents: $197,000

to $201,554.
* Sewer rents:

$221,000 to $200,000.
* Sewer administration,

personal services:
$25,000 to $20,600.
* Sewer administration,

personal services, clerk:
$10,732 to $13,513.
The salaries for the vil-

lage board members re-
mains the same as this
year. The salary for the
mayor remains at $6,000
and $2,250 for each
trustee.
Village tax bills will go

out in January.

On Wednesday, the Schoharie BOCES CTE campus hosted state and local law enforcement officers for the first Law Enforce-
ment Appreciation Breakfast. 

Culinary students cooked up a storm for the successful event and Criminal Justice students played a key role.
Photo courtesy Matt Ward.

BOCES Honors Law Enforcement

Curator of NYS Museum Clothing and
Textile Collection Guest Speaker at
Gilboa Historical Society Meeting

By Suzanne M Walsh
Cornelia Frisbee

Houde, the eminent cu-
rator of the New York
Museum’s Clothing and
Textile Collection will be
guest speaker at the
Gilboa Historical Socie-
ty’s November meeting
on Wednesday the 16th
starting at 6 pm in the
Gilboa Museum &
Nicholas J. Juried History
Center, 122 Stryker Road
in Gilboa.
“Connie” will be talking

about what you should
and should not do with
antique fabrics in your
possession whether in
clothing or quilt form.
She will also be on hand

to analyze and date any-
thing from your collec-
tion that you may have
questions about regard-
ing the dating, color, style
or pattern of the fabrics
in your possession, so
bring your questions and

artifacts to the lecture.
For more information

on what’s going to be an
interesting evening with
an expert on antique fab-
rics, please call 607-652-
2665.
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Delanson United
Methodist Church

112 E Shore Rd, Delan-
son, NY 12053
Our Lady of the Valley
Roman Catholic Parish
Saturday  5:45 p.m.
Sunday.   9:00 a.m.
Wednesday 9:00 a.m.
Virtual Mass available at

Facebook.com/our Lady-
oftheValleyParish/

Main Street at Wells Ave.
Middleburgh
Rev. Tom Zelker, Pastor
518-827-3301
Olv2009@midtel.net
Evangelical Lutheran
Church - Gallupville
Gallupville, NY
Sunday Worship begins

at 9:00 am every Sunday,
followed by Adult Study at
10:30 am and Children's
Sunday School at 11:00 am.

Grosvenors Corners Unit-
ed Methodist Church at
1217 Grovenors Corners
Road in the hamlet of
Grosvenors Corners, Town
of Carlisle meets for worship
at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday

Local Worship Services Morning.
The Sharon Springs Unit-

ed Methodist Church, lo-
cated at 511 US-20, Sharon
Springs meets for worship
on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
Schoharie Reformed

Church
258 Main Street
Schoharie, NY 12157
In-person Sunday Worship

Service 10:00am for all ages.
All are Welcome.

Pastors Michael & Sherri
Meyer-Veen

Summit UMC 
2870 State Rt. 10 service

10 a.m. Pastor Jan Benson
Seventh Day Adventist

2861 State Rt. 10 
Saturday Service 10 a.m. 
Pastor Reid 501-545-8351
Calvary Assembly of

God
960 Mineral Springs Rd.
10 AM Sunday service.
www.cagcobleskill.org
First Baptist Church
492 West Main Street,

Cobleskill
Sunday Service – 11:00

AM
Schoharie United 
Presbyterian Church

Prior to Coronavirus, our
paper listed weekly church
services with information.
With cautious reopenings,
we’d like to pick back up
where we left off. Send us
yours at mountaineagle-
news@gmail.com.
Christian Community
Church of Faith

Sunday 8:30 AM
An Independent/Non-De-

nominational Church
355 State Route 7
Richmondville,

St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church

Sunday 10:30 AM
326 Main St.
Middleburgh
Middleburgh 

Reformed Church
178 River St. Middleburgh
www.middleburghre-

formed.org 
Worship 11 a.m.
Food Pantry open Satur-

days, 9-11 a.m.
Sharon 

Reformed Church 
Sundays 10:30 AM
5868 State Route 10 

Sharon Springs, NY
13459
The Warnerville United
Methodist Church 

1615 NY-7, Richmondville,
NY 12149 Holds services
every Sunday at 9 a.m. 

(Children's Sunday School
also at 9 a.m.)
Middleburgh United
Methodist Church 

281 Main Street Middle-
burgh, NY holds services
every Sunday at 11 a.m.                                                   

(Children's Sunday School
also at 11 a.m.)

Contact number for both
Churches: 

Pastor Mel 518-827-5126
o r
Melenamoore2323@gmail.c
om
Esperance-Sloansville
United Methodist

Church
175 Main St. Esperance,

NY 12066, at 11 a.m. on
Sunday
Gallupville United
Methodist Church

120 Factory St. Schoharie,
12157

with this $600 off coupon
Regular price: $3,999. Offer good for 2 weeks from video consult.
New consultations only. email: schohariedmdappt@gmail.com to

schedule a video consult

Special
$3,399

Extraction
Special

$129
Limited time only. Call for details. *Self pay patients only.

Coupon

518-827-6464 cell 518-496-8636

341 Main Street, Middleburgh
pearlrubytorres.kw.com/

845-461-5132 
rurerock@aol.com

314 Main St.
Schoharie, NY 12157
Worship Service:  10:30

AM Sundays

Lawyersville Reformed
Church

209 Phillip Schuyler Road,
Cobleskill, Ny, 9AM service
every Sunday

GetGet
Your Your 
SubSub--
scripscrip--
tiontion
TodayToday
518-518-
763-763-
68546854

• SALES • INSTALLATION
• SERVICE

Licensed Master Electrician ~ Over 35 Years of Experience
Certified Technician   •   aaronselectric@midtel.net

M'burgh's Sewer $ in Limbo 
After Delgado Promotion

By David Avitabile
MIDDLEBURGH -

Lieutenant Governor An-
tonio Delgado's new po-
sition could mean a more
expensive sewer bill for
some Village of Middle-
burgh residents.

In May, Trustee Tim
Knight reported that the
village was on the cusp
of getting $2.7 million
in federal funding that
would have eliminated
the debt charges for the
new sewer treatment
plant. The very next day,
Governor Kathy Hochul
tapped then Congress-
man Delgado to be her
new lieutenant governor.
And then on this past
Tuesday, the Hochul/Del-
gado team was re-elected
in a tight race over Lee
Zeldin.

The funds, which once

seemed like just a signa-
ture away from reality,.is
now in limbo, Trustee
Knight told board mem-
bers Monday,

"Our earmark request
remains up in the air. Af-
ter Antonio Delgado was
appointed to the position
of Lieutenant Governor,
his $2.7 million request
for the Village of Mid-
dleburgh went into limbo
because NY-19 (congres-
sional district) had no
representation. Our new
Congressman, Pat Ryan,
is working tirelessly with
the Appropriations Com-
mittee to have this ear-
mark restored and ap-
proved for the Village,
but there is only a small
window remaining in this
session of Congress."

There is only about a

month left in this year's
legislative term so village
officials should know by
the end of the year about
the status of the funds.
If they do not come to
the village, there will be
an increase for sewer
users.

The new plant cost
about $5.7 million total
and the village received
about $3 million in grants
leaving to be paid for
through low-interest
loans. 

In May, they thought
they would get the federal
funding that would elim-
inate the debt charges
for the new sewer treat-

ment plant.
Once approved by the

U.S. House Appropria-
tions Committee and
signed by President Joe
Biden, the funding would
lower the annual debt
charges for the 220 sew-
er district users in the
village for the next 30
years.

Trustee Knight contact-
ed Senators Kirsten Gilli-
brand and Chuck
Schumer and Congress-
woman Elise Stefanik.

Shortly afterwards. he
received an email from
then-Congressman Del-
gado’s office notifying us
that the $2.7 million re-

quest was among his 15
earmarks recommended
to the U.S. House Ap-
propriations Committee
for approval in the up-
coming 2023 fiscal year. 

"Now, our request still
has a long way to go
through the committee
and legislative process
until it reaches President
Joe Biden’s desk for his
signature, but we have
already overcome the
biggest hurdle: securing
our local congressman’s
support for this funding,
which if approved by his
colleagues and signed
into law by the President,
will make our sewer plant

project whole again,"
Trustee Knight said at
the time.

If, and when, the fund-
ing is approved it would
allow the village to re-
duce the quarterly debt
redemption charge from
$126 per customer to
$91, which was increased
last year to necessitate
the starting payments for
the $2.6 million Bond
Anticipation Note the vil-
lage took out to make
the project possible. The
village had already re-
ceived about $3 million
in state and federal grant
funding for this project.

Parks Wins
Wright Seat

GALLUPVILLE - In the
open Town of Wright
town council racerace,
Shannon Parks with 418
votes (57.7%) defeated
Rae Jean Teeter with 305
votes (42.1%).

After his victory, Parks
told us, “I'm honored and
blessed to be able to rep-

resent the Town of
Wright. I thank each and
every voter and everyone
who helped with my cam-
paign.”

“The real work starts
now. I'm ready to roll up
my sleeves and get start-
ed.”

Unopposed Races
Bring Heavy
Turnout

With Congressional
and state races on the
top of the ballot, several
town races were decided
with lopsided margins.

Tyler Latta won a term
as Conesville's Superin-
tendent of Highways in
Tuesday's election, win-
ning 264 votes. There
were five write-ins. 

In Blenheim, Ralph Ar-
randale won the Town

Justice election with 108
votes, with 3 write-ins. 

Vanessa Irwin won a
full term as Town Clerk
of Jefferson with 463
votes. There was one
write-in. 

In Summit, Stephen
Gerhardt won the Town
Justice position with 437
votes. 

We have more results
in the Cobleskill Herald.
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HELP WANTED
Charlotteville General Store  is accepting employment  applications for the fol-

lowing positions: Deli/ Counter Helper
Information can be obtained at 668 Charlotte Valley Road Charlotteville, NY

12036 or by calling 
607-397-9330.

RICE COAL
$395/ton
Limited time

Schoharie Passes Prelim Budget 
after Initial Confusion
“

We have to
do this dif-

ferently next
year. We

can't do it
this way.” 

-Councilman
Ben 

Oevering.

By Joshua Walther
SCHOHARIE - On

Wednesday evening, the
Schoharie Town Board
met to discuss their pre-
liminary budget for 2023,
as well as a new site for
the town barn, updates
on the comprehensive
plan, and more.
The Board opened a

public hearing for their
2023 preliminary budget
about halfway through
their meeting. While
there was no comment
from the public, it was
during a routine review
of the changes made that
things became muddled.
Board member Ben-

jamin Oevering was the
first to notice a discrep-
ancy, noting that the total
tax levy had a seemingly
unaccounted increase.
Town Supervisor Alan
Tavenner went through
the numbers and noted
the extra money allotted

to their special districts
and some raises as a po-
tential reason, which led
to more confusion.
Though the highway

department received

some raises, the intended
raises for the water and
sewer districts within the
Schoharie business park
were nowhere to be
found. In addition, the
funds for the fire district
were more than expect-
ed.
The Board was ready

to table the budget until
their meeting in Decem-
ber to fix the issues that
arose, though it came to
their attention via Town
Clerk Pamela Foland that
a final decision had to
be made before the end
of November. 
Supervisor Tavenner

and the Board members
made amendments to the
budget, namely changing
the water and sewer per-
sonal services lines to
reflect the highway de-
partment’s raises, but it
was clear that the Board
was not happy with the
process.
“We have to do this

differently next year,” Mr.

Oevering stated once
everything was finalized.
“We can’t do it this way.” 
He further suggested

having special meetings
earlier in the year to co-
ordinate and finalize
numbers before bringing
it to the Town Board
meeting. 
Once the revisions

were made, the Board
closed the public hearing
and passed the prelimi-
nary budget as amended,
and they will check with
Nan Stolzenburg to see
if they can be pre-billed
for the assistance on their
comprehensive plan to
fit the cost within the
2022 budget.
In other news, the

Town is looking for a
new site for their town
barn, as their current
plan may fall through.
Highway Superintendent
Les Foland suggested
Holiday Way, while Board
member Floyd Guernsey

proposed that it be within
the business park.
Mr. Oevering was hes-

itant to agree, as he was
concerned that the town
barn would take up a plot
that could be economi-
cally viable in the future.
Supervisor Tavenner said
that he understood the
sentiment and the matter
will be taken into further
consideration.
The Board also dis-

cussed more updates on
the comprehensive plan,
namely the desire to put
together a committee.
Supervisor Tavenner said
that while they could
have the Town and Vil-
lage Boards serve as the
committee, he would like
to see more public input
and broader perspectives
included as well.
He tasked the rest of

the Board members with
coming up with a few
names of potential can-
didates to be discussed
at their December meet-

ing.
Next, the Board ap-

proved repairs for the
sewer district within the
Schoharie business park.
While they thought about
using ARPA funds for the
repairs, Mr. Oevering and
Supervisor Tavenner be-
lieved it would be better
to do an interfund bor-
rowing for $30,000 from
their general unallocated
fund so that the Town
could be paid back later.
The Board also allo-

cated a total of $1,000
to landscaping improve-
ments for the front of
the town hall upon Su-
perintendent Foland’s re-
quest, believing that the
main government build-
ing for the Town should
look nicer than it does.
And finally, the Board

approved the appoint-
ment of Erin Smith as
the sole assessor for the
Town of Schoharie to re-
place David Jones on No-
vember 15th.

Following, Setting Traditions
Wilsey Stepping Up with Skill

Nick Wilsey and his father Aaron.

By Matthew Avitabile
MIDDLEBURGH - New

traditions are starting in
Middleburgh as a second
Wilsey has become an
electrical expert. Aaron
Wilsey has run a well-re-
garded local electrician.
His son Nick has become
followed his father’s foot-
steps and brings an im-
pressive welding resume,
to boot.
Nick Wilsey, a 2017

Middleburgh Central
School graduate, studied
at SUNY Delhi in two

programs. He earned two
degrees for electrical con-
trol and welding.
“Delhi gave me the feel

of being back home,”
Nick said. He described
it as a “happy medium,”
being close enough to
home while being able
to focus on his studies.
Following his AAS in
Electrical Controls and
Instrumentation in 2019,
he returned for a second
degree, graduating in
2021.
Aaron Wilsey said, “It’s

nice to have him back.”
With both electrical

and welding skills, Nick
describes a love of both
welding and electricity.
“He’s an excellent

welder,” Aaron said.
Nick’s welding experi-

ence includes a NYSDOT
high-performance weld-
ing test. He credits MCS
Technology teacher Scott
Gray with sparking an
interest in welding.
“From that day on I

was absolutely hooked,”
he said.

In returning from
SUNY Delhi, Nick said
that he was thrilled to
“be around my family as
much as I possibly can.”
Among his favorite

projects, Nick described
fixing a $3-4 million ma-
chine during time work-
ing as an overnight main-
tenance tech in New
Berlin.
“No one was working

behind him,” said Aaron.
Working in the com-

munity “makes you feel
like you’re doing some-
thing,” said Nick.
Nick started working

with his father on July
22nd and described how
good it is to work with
Scott Elethorpe and Joe
Proctor.
The younger Mr. Wilsey

describes experience be-
ing able to do large and
small projects and will,
in time, take over his fa-
ther’s successful opera-
tion.
Aaron said that the goal

was to “keep the level of
service where we want it
to be,” he said. “Finding
the right person takes
years,” he said.
That right person is

here in his son Nick. He

said that he was excited
to possibly expand his
father’s workshop and
“trying to be the cut
above the rest.”
Both Wilseys described

the importance of keep-
ing business local and
money within Schoharie

County.
“It’s good to be back,”

Nick said, adding that
his favorite project so far
was setting up four gen-
erators back-to-back-to-
back-to-back.
For more information,

call 518-827-7393.
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Contact NY Patriot Group:
Partners: Shane Foland 

Robert Chase 
Services on Pellet and
Corn Stoves 
Available 24/7/365

Wheelchair & stretcher transports
Medicaid approved NY DOT # 32940

Circle of Life
Ambulette Services
607 538-1734

SERVING DELAWARE, OTSEGO, SCHOHARIE & HERKIMER COUNTIES

255 Maple Ave                                Fax/Billing 607 538-9681
Hobart NY 13788        circleoflife@stny.rr.com

If in town, visit the Duanesburgh Diner

Call For Hours Take out/out-
door & indoor

dining 

Call or email me for all
your advertising needs!

Lora Newell
Advertising Specialist at the 

Mountain Eagle
lora.mountaineagle@

gmail.com
518-519-0671

Evenerable Group, Ltd. 
PO Box 910 
Middleburgh, NY 12122 

888.2.TAME.TECH 
888.282.6383 
http://www.evenerable.com 

W. Cody Anderson 
Principal 
cody.anderson@evenerable.com 

Network and technology 
support for businesses 

Poultry and Feed
We sell day old broilers, ducks,

guineas, etc.
All feed is in 50 lb bags

Call for appointment to pick up
Layer pellets with Marigold,

$13.50
22% broiler, grower, $14.25
Sweet Sheep/Goat, $14.50
Rabbit Pellets, $14.50

Pig Grower Pellets, $15.00

Cooper's Ark Farm
518 231 3858

Tune in 24/7..For the best variety..over 1000 song
selection..less repetition.

Local weather two times per hour. Saturday 6:05am
Farm Show.

Sunday 7:05am The Pet Show.
Sports: Yankees, Nascar, Bulldog Football Home &

Away.
Saturday 605 am Farm Show
DR KEN -M.D.SHOW 7 -8am.

Lite Radio 94.3 & AM- 1190 Schoharie & Otsego
Counties - 

100.1 Schenectady, Montgomery & Fulton Counties.
On Line:lite943radio.com - (518) 234-3400.

Gilboa Adopts Budget, Passes Resolutions
By Liz Page

GILBOA – While some
believe the Second Amend-
ment Rights and opting out
of property tax exemption
for certain energy systems
under the state's Real Prop-
erty Tax Law are not issues
to be decided by town
boards, members of the
Gilboa Town Board went
ahead with passage of res-
olutions related to the issues,
during their meeting last
Wednesday.
Resident Sarah Meredith

said she believes the action
by New York State to restrict
Second Amendment rights,
related to carrying a con-
cealed weapon, falls outside
the realm of a local town
board. "We are not consti-
tutional lawyers here," she
said. She said it was passed
by the state Legislature and
is being adjudicated, which
is good enough for her.
Tony Robins stated in an

email that it is not within
the administration of the
town and Allison Emerick
wrote that it is a partisan
and divisive action and it
has not yet been determined
unconstitutional.
Resident Gerry Stoner

agreed. "It is not going to
be decided by the town of
Gilboa."
The Second Amendment

resolution is fashioned after
a resolution adopted by the
Schoharie County Board of
Supervisors and was passed
by the 14 members of the
16-member board who were
present.
"I took an oath as Super-

visor to uphold the Consti-
tution of the United States
and New York State," said
Supervisor Alicia Terry. "It
is not intended to be divisive,
but to remind everyone they
have taken an oath."
Meredith said each board

member individually sending
a letter to representatives
would have more impact.
"In my opinion," she said.
As for the property ex-

emption resolution, Terry
said there are projects being
proposed that will have a
significant  installation costs,
with a 0 percent increase
in assessed value. It is in
the interest of protecting
taxpayers and volunteers.
She is referring to proposals
to create battery storage
parks with the developers
not batting an eye at the
$250,000 application fees.
Board members also

passed a resolution sup-
porting the work of the local
Soil and Water Conservation
Districts in their current
form and opposing changes
to the law governing them.

Terry said there is a pro-
posed bill that would change
the law on how the districts
are born and funded, to the
detriment of farms. She said
the resolution follows a draft
of the NYS Association of
Conservation Districts to
get a seat at the table re-
garding the proposed legis-
lation.
The 2023 budget was also

adopted without fanfare.
Meredith was the only resi-
dent to weigh in during the
public hearing, saying she
is appreciative of the fact
the board attempted to keep
costs down and use fiscal
prudence in the budget pre-
sented. The budget reflects
a 2 percent decrease from
the current budget. The $2.6
million budget is offset by
$804,00 in revenues and
$559,000 in unexpended
balances, leaving the total
to be raised by taxes at
$1.24 million.
The town highway de-

partment is working to "beef
up" Wyckoff Road, which
will continue to see increased
traffic due to a closure of a
portion of Flat Creek Road.
The county roadway, which
suffered a landslide earlier
this year and remains un-

stable, will be closed for an
extended period of time.
The county is having diffi-
culty finding drillers to do
the necessary borings for
the stabilization project. The
county will compensate the
town for the work being
done on Wyckoff Road,
which is why the culverts
are being replaced. Highway
Superintendent John Wyck-
off said four of the five cul-
verts replaced were totally
rotten. Terry said the road-
way may also be widened
in spots due to the increased
truck and other traffic now
using the roadway as a de-
tour.
It was announced that

the repairs to the Gilboa
Post Office, heavily damaged
when a vehicle crashed into
the building, are now com-
plete. 
Town board members ap-

proved the purchase of a
new backhoe under state
contract at a price of
$179,919, which includes
the machine and a ditching
bucket. If placed on order
now, it is anticipated to
arrive in February. The old
backhoe will be offered for
sale.
A new roof for the high-

way garage is also pro-
posed.
Town Clerk Linda Wyck-

off is in the process of mark-
ing documents and cata-
loging them for storage at
the county facility as part
of the records retention.
The town is running out of
space to store all of the
document.
Although Joanne Darcy

Crum, town attorney, had
nothing to report, she did
say that she noticed a lot of
light pollution at the Oorah
Girls Zone when she drove
by it. She suggested it be
reviewed in the State Envi-

ronmental Quality Review
Act application with the
planning board. More mod-
ern lighting could eliminate
the lights which do affect
driving along South Gilboa
Road.
A public hearing was set

for December 7 at 7 p.m.
on a proposed local law to
increase the eligibility guide-
lines for tax exemptions to
the elderly.
The meeting ended with

approval to hold a Christmas
tree lighting and cookie dec-
orating party at the town
hall with the date to be de-
termined.
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ELECTION RESULTS
HONORING VETS

A reminder that there is no
edition of the Mountain Eagle

the weeks of Christmas or
Thanksgiving. We're spending
the time with our families, as

we hope that you will in
warmth and love!

Windham Receives Grant for
New Ambulance Headquarters

The sun is shining on the town of Windham’s new
ambulance headquarters with more grant money
coming in and roof trusses being set, paving the
way for a long winter of inside work and comple-

tion in the spring.

By Michael Ryan
WINDHAM - New York

Senator Michelle Hinchey
has remembered the town
of Windham, delivering a
$300,000 grant for the
new ambulance headquar-
ters, even as an old adage
was apparently forgotten.
Hinchey revealed the

windfall, last week, con-
cluding a long and un-
certain process that had
the community keeping
its fiscal fingers crossed.
“We’ve been working

on this for a year,” town
supervisor Thomas Hoyt
said. “They asked for a
ton of supporting docu-
mentation.
“Our office gave them

everything they wanted
and they awarded it to
Windham because it is a
very worthy project,” Hoyt
said.
Local taxpayers, in the

autumn of 2020, ap-
proved the borrowing of
$1.85 million for what
was expected to be a job
costing in the low two
millions.
Then, however, the pan-

demic struck, sending the
world economy into a tail-
spin, causing local officials
to consider hitting the
stop button.
Determining that the

investment was necessary,
and that prices would like-
ly never get lower, the de-

cision was made to move
forward.
Construction bids were

finally sought in Decem-
ber, 2021, several months
after officials originally
thought the project would
be completed.
The delay, though, paled

in comparison to the bids
that came in with the low
estimate topping off at
$3.5 million, including
general contracting, elec-
trical, plumbing, etc.
Disheartened but not

defeated, officials opted
to get ‘er done, giving
emergency rescue per-
sonnel a professional
workplace.
The facility, located at

the west end of South
Street, will also serve as
home  base for moun-
taintop senior citizens and
their Golden Agers Club.
Hoyt, in a phone inter-

view, said the job is pro-
ceeding on schedule, on
budget and still targeting
an April, 2023, occupan-
cy.
Paving was set to begin

this week, taking advan-
tage of the warmer-than-
normal November weath-
er, and the drainage sys-
tem is installed.
Hoyt praised officials

at New York State Electric
and Gas after the utility
company cut through the
usual bureaucracy, expe-

diting the removal and
replacement of a guide
pole, allowing for the
paving.
“They went out of their

way to accomplish this
for us,” Hoyt said, noting
more unexpected expe-
diency will be needed to
stay on schedule.
There is an old saying

in the construction trade
that a carpenter should
measure twice - or maybe
three times - and cut once.
Mistakes can happen

anyway and while roof
trusses began to be set,
last week, crews encoun-
tered a snag as trusses
for the back section of
the building were roughly
six inches too short.
“Nobody was happy

about it but the truss com-
pany was good about it
and the contractor did
what they were supposed
to do. They didn’t even
think about cob-jobbing
it. No cutting corners.”
Hoyt said.
“The contractor says

this is annoying but it
won’t slow anything
down. The truss company
will expedite the produc-
tion line. While they’re
waiting for the new truss-
es, they can start the ply-
wood sheeting,” Hoyt said.
“When the new trusses

arrive, they can hop in
and slap them up on the

back side of the building.
Nothing ever goes perfect
and otherwise everything
is coming together as we
anticipated,” Hoyt said.
In addition to the

$300,000 from Hinchey,
the town has received
$100,000 from Greene
County and the federal
American Rescue Plan
Act.
And the town has ap-

plied for a $100,000
stormwater grant from

the Catskill Watershed
Corporation, hoping to
soon hear in the affirma-
tive, all of the funds help-
ing offset the overall proj-
ect cost.
In a press release an-

nouncing the $300,000
for Windham, Hinchey’s
office noted the Senator
had further landed
$100,000 for the Diaz
Memorial Ambulance in
Saugerties.
Saugerties will spend

their portion of the State
and Municipal Facilities
Capital Program (SAM)
dollars on new equipment
including an EKG monitor,
portable radioes and a
CPR anti-pulse unit.
"I have prioritized se-

curing investments in fa-
cilities and technologies
that help our local EMS
providers save lives and
keep our communities
healthy and I'm proud to
deliver $400,000 in grant
funding to support EMS
across Greene and Ulster
counties," Hinchey said.
“The new, centrally-lo-

cated Windham ambu-
lance center will be a
game-changer for provid-
ing faster connections to
emergency care and a
comfortable home base
for our hardworking 24/7
ambulance crews,”
Hinchey said.
Hoyt, in the press re-

lease, stated, “the town
of Windham thanks Sen-
ator Hinchey for obtaining
this grant.
“Having a new ambu-

lance building in a central
location will allow us to
proactively care for resi-
dents, provide a space for
us to practice telemedi-
cine and will lay the foun-
dation for better shared
services across Windham
and neighboring commu-
nities,” Hoyt said.

DiResta Brings Creation to the Valley
or architecture. You know.
Something normal. One
problem, though.
“I’m not good at math,”

DiResta says. “I decided
it would be a waste of
energy to get clogged up
with math, so no straight
architecture for me.
“Then I saw guys like

DaVinci and Warhol doing
whatever they wanted and
doing all right and figured
I’d be all right doing what
I do.”
Which is make stuff,

starting out in toy-mak-

he wasn’t sure there was
a future in it.
Dad was a through-and-

through blue-collar guy.
The son was more into
dabbling, his soul set on
going to Visual Arts
School. 
“He is proud of me

making stuff but my dad
was like, ‘are you sure
about this art school
thing?’” DiResta says,
smiling.
Yeah, he was sure. He

graduated with a Bachelor
of Fine Arts degree (later
returning as a teacher)
and, at first, pondered
going into graphic design

The arrow in this 12-foot metal sign being com-
bobulated by kindred spirit Wesley Treat will
eventually point to the front door of Jimmy
DiResta’s almost magical Makers Workshop.

By Michael Ryan
OAK HILL - An old Bea-

tles song sings, “there’s
nothing you can make
that can’t be made,” but
if there was, or is, such a
thing, Jimmy DiResta will
likely be the one making
it.
“I make stuff,” says

DiResta who has a work-
shop in the valley town
of East Durham that looks
pretty big until you visit
his second studio outside
the village of Oak Hill
which is massive.
Or maybe they are ele-

phantine and mammoth
or vast and immeasurable
but whatever they are,
every square inch, every
quark of space is doing
something even if appears
to be doing nothing.
DiResta is constantly

on the move even when
he is sitting and talking,
planing a thin strip of
wood for the bottom of a
boat he is making or
showing a visitor around
his warehouse full of tools
and machines.

They don’t all neces-
sarily have an everyday
use anymore, like the
South Bend Precision
Lathe manufactured in
Indiana in 1967, the same
year DiResta was born,
that nowadays is a good
place to lay down some
hammers and hang a
pouch of twisty nails.
Or a giant DoAll Band-

saw with warnings about
how not to use the thing.
It now has a couple of
dusty Hank Williams Jr.
record covers resting on
it.
Somehow, everything

eclectically fits, including
the 1957 Hearse that is
the size of a Matchbox
car in this gargantuan
building and a 1901
Cincinnati Machine Works
Drill Press, part of a grow-
ing antique tools collec-
tion.
“There’s nothing you

can do that can’t be
done,” the old Beatles
song sings and if there is
something that can’t be
done you can’t prove it

by DiResta.
Growing up on Long

Island, his father was a
New York City fireman

and a weekend handy-
man, always encouraging
his son to make his stuff,
even back then, although

Story Continues on C5
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Local Worship Services
Resurrection

Lutheran Church
186 Main Street, Cairo,

NY 12413
(518) 622-3286 /

www.RLC.life
Online Worship (after

8:15am)
Inside Worship

(8:15am, 9:15am &
10:30am)

Sunday School & Bible
Study (9:15am)

Barnerville United
Methodist Church
224 Shady Tree Lane
Howes Cave
Sunday at 8:30 AM
Greek Orthodox
Church of the 
Assumption

State Rte 23     Wind-
ham, New York 12496

(518) 734-4631
assumptionwindham@gm
ail.com

Hope Restoration
Christian Fellowship
117 State Route 296,

Windham
518-734-3826
www.hoperes tora -

tionchurch.net
Sundays 11:00 AM
Find us on Facebook
Tent Services begin June

26th
Living Faith Commu-

nity Church
54 Route 56, Maple-

crest, NY
518-734-4275
Sundays at 10:30 am

Find us on Facebook
Jewett Presbyterian

Church
53 Church Street, Jew-

ett, NY
518-424-2919
Sundays 10:00 AM
Find us on Facebook
Mitchell Hollow 
Mission Church

893 Mill Street, Wind-
ham, NY

518-332-7669
Sundays at 11:15 AM
www.Mitchellhollow.org

Windham-Hensonville
United Methodist

Church
5296 Route 23, Wind-

ham, NY
518-734-4122

341 Main Street, Middleburgh
pearlrubytorres.kw.com/

845-461-5132 
rurerock@aol.com

Sundays 11:00 AM
Find us on Facebook
St. Theresa of the

Child Jesus Catholic
Church

5188 Route 23, Wind-
ham

518-734-3352
www.Sainttheresas.wee-

bly.com
Lexington / West Kill

United Methodist
Church

54 Greene County
Route 13A

Lexington NY 12452
AM Church Service 9:30

Sunday morning
Discover Life Church 
14464 Main Street

Prattsville, NY  12468
518-299-3321
Website: https://prattsvil-

lechurch.com

Sunday School for Pre-
K through adult from 9-
10 am 

Worship Service 10:30
am till about 12 noon

LOCAL HISTORY BY JONATHAN PALMER

The Irish Colleens of Saint Joseph’s
Chapel, Part II

Saint Joseph's Chapel in Ashland, New York on
State Route 23.

(This is part two of a
three-part article concerning
the legend of the Irish
Colleens of Ashland. Part
one summarized the origins
of the Irish Catholic com-
munity in the northern
Catskills and the creation
of the Catholic church at
Hunter, New York.)

The need for a church at
Red Falls was precipitated
by the same type of devel-
opment that had fomented
the rise of an Irish Catholic
community at Hunter. The
vast tannery of Zadock Pratt
at Prattsville (established in
1825) and one run by Foster
Morss and his son Burton
(established in 1830) at Red
Falls were catalysts for the
development of those com-
munities, but they soon be-
came just one part of the
rapidly evolving industrial
landscape in that section of
the mountains during the
Antebellum period. By 1850
Prattsville and the newly
formed town of Ashland
sported a cotton mill and
two hat factories in addition
to a number of lumber and
grist mills, a developing cot-
tage dairy industry, and the
old established forest in-
dustries.

It should be said before
we continue that the most
important piece of evidence
that the Irish Colleens
tragedy never occurred is
the fact that it was never
recorded, reported, or rec-
ollected by anyone in the
time since the event could
have transpired. Fourteen
women dying in a fire would
be the second greatest dis-
aster behind the Twilight
Inn fire to have ever oc-
curred in the County’s his-
tory, not to mention being
the greatest industrial dis-
aster to ever occur here.
Such things do not get omit-
ted from collective memory,
nor were such stories over-
looked by newspapers. 

Disasters such as the one
alluded to by the Irish
Colleens monument were
the catnip of newspaper ed-
itors in the 19th century.
Editors reported every dis-
aster to befall their respec-
tive communities - be it
housewives catching fire
while tending the stove, chil-
dren drowning, uninsured
warehouses burning down,
or people dying of hy-
drophobia - and if such dis-
asters weren’t befalling their
readership then editors sim-
ply copied disaster news
from other papers around
the country. The reason for
this was of course because
at the end of the day disas-
ters sold papers. People
would have gobbled up the
tale of fourteen immolated
Irish women in the Catskills.
No such disaster can be lo-
cated in any newspaper
database, and no mill or
tannery in that area ever
burned with the loss of any
woman’s life. 

It is important in supple-
ment to this glaring lack of

evidence to establish
whether a scenario ever
could have existed in which
fourteen Irish immigrant
women could have been
killed in a fire - be it in a
mill, boarding house, or
otherwise. This analysis be-
gins with the 1850 United
States Census, being the
census immediately follow-
ing the height of the Potato
Famine (when the Irish im-
migrant population should
have been proportionately
high) and subsequent to
the 1848 opening of Burton
Morss’ cotton mill at Red
Falls. The 1850 Census is
also the first in which every
member of a household is
listed with their place of
birth. 

What that census illus-
trates broadly is the fol-
lowing: a little over 6% of
the population of Prattsville
claimed to be Irish immi-
grants (≈125 persons out
of 1,989 people), while a
little over 2% of Ashland’s
population (≈29 of 1,290
people) listed Ireland as
their place of birth. Of those
people, the Irish immigrants
were predominantly mem-
bers of family groups in
which one or both of the
parents were immigrants
whose children were mostly
or exclusively born in the
United States. Irish immi-
grants not living in a family
setting were predominantly
unattached men working
in industry or household
servants and boarders gen-
erally numbering no more
than one or two persons in
the homes of established
local families. One home
in Ashland contained six
immigrant Irish men with
no clear trade specified liv-
ing with Solomon Christian,
a local farmer with a young
family. 

The 1855 New York State
census illustrates some in-
teresting changes. Roughly
5.2% of Prattsville’s popu-
lation reported their birth-
place as Ireland (≈84 of
1588), while just under 2%
of Ashland does the same
(≈20 of 1094). This de-
crease, particularly in the
Town of Prattsville, may
have been due to the closure
of some local tanneries and
the transformation of the
economic landscape of the
town. Broadly the same
fact remains constant how-

ever that most Irish immi-
grants lived within family
units or were otherwise un-
attached males living as
boarders. Several more un-
attached young women or
daughters of families living
elsewhere in town are listed
working as servants with
established local families. 

The 1855 census inter-
estingly also lists a Roman
Catholic church at Ashland
with an attendance of about
150 congregants — this
number is roughly equivalent
to the total number of Irish-
American families living be-
tween Prattsville and Ash-
land who could have been
potential congregants. This
assumes for example that
the fifty or so children ap-
pearing in households where
at least one parent was an
Irish immigrant in Prattsville
would make up a portion
of those attending while also
not accounting for those
practicing Catholicism who
were not Irish-American.

The next census examined
was the 1865 New York
State Census following the
Civil War. In this census sur-
prisingly only 2% of the
population of Prattsville re-
ported their birthplace as
Ireland, and in Ashland eight
people stated they were Irish
immigrants. These decreases
correspond with a continu-
ing decrease in the total
populations of each town.
Notably the Roman Catholic
church is not listed as an
active congregation at this
time, though it reappears
in later censuses. As with
previous years those born
in Ireland are almost exclu-
sively part of family groups
or servants in households
of established local families. 

The 1870 United States
Census, 1875 New York
Census, and 1880 United
States Census all continue
to illustrate this trend of
general decline in percent-
ages of the population of
Prattsville and Ashland who
reported their birthplace as
Ireland. By 1880 nobody
reports their birthplace as
Ireland in either town.
Though this may reflect mi-
nor reporting or recording
biases it nonetheless illus-
trates how rapidly the initial
Irish-American community
associated with Saint
Joseph’s appears and then
disappears.

Obituaries
Lila J. Rikard 

Lila J. Rikard of John-
son Hollow Rd.,
Prattsville, NY, passed
away October 26th at
Columbia Memorial Hos-
pital, with hre loving
family at her side.

Lila was born in Suf-
fern NY, to Ed and Mar-
guerite (Barnum) Newell
on August 8th 1956. She
was a long-time employ-
ee of Hunter Mountain,
working for many years
in Goldye’s cafeteria. She
married Dan Rikard on

September 21st, 1985 in
Johnson Hollow. They
had two children, Sam
Rikard, and Rebecca
Rikard-Fitzpatrick. Lila
was preceded by her
Mother Marguerite and
her son Mathew Rosen-
bloom. She is survived
by her husband Dan, her
son Sam (Amber),
Daughter Becky (Andy),
and sons Rick and Jason,
Grandchildren Hannah,
Scott, Olivia, Bella,
Colton, Bentley, Amelia,

Zoey, Deacon, Lila Ann,
and Jasmine. She is also
survived by her father
Ed, and brother Ed
(Elaina), and many
nieces and nephews. 

In Lieu of flowers, con-
tributions may be made
to St. Jude Children’s
Hospital. 

Calling hours will be
from 2pm to 4pm,
Wednesday, November
2nd, at Decker Funeral
Home on Main St. in
Windham.

Cumulatively, these cen-
suses illustrate that it would
have been highly irregular
in the years following the
organization of Saint
Joseph’s Chapel for fourteen
immigrant Irish women to
have found themselves in a
scenario where they all
could have died in a fire.
While an event at a work-
place would certainly be
most likely, any fire that
could have occurred would

have killed more people
than exclusively Irish im-
migrants. Take for example
Burton Morss’ cotton mill,
which was the largest em-
ployer at Red Falls, with a
claimed figure of forty
women and thirty men em-
ployed while it operated
between 1848 and 1881.
It is evident from the 1850,
1855, and 1865 censuses
that the mill employed both
men and women, and that

many people from estab-
lished local families worked
alongside those who had
been born elsewhere. Like-
wise, boarding houses in
the area seemed to have
catered to both men and
women and boarders didn’t
hail exclusively from one
region or place of birth. 

Part three will follow.
Questions and comments
can be directed to Jon via
archivist@gchistory.org

LOCAL HISTORY BY DEDE TERNS-THORPE

Incorporation of the Village of Hunter
This tidbit from 1890 is

the start of the establish-
ment of Hunter as an in-
corporated village. It’s writ-
ten as it was found (un-
named paper). 

“To John. W. Fromer, Su-
pervisor, and Alfred E.
Greene, Town Clerk, of the
Town of Hunter, County of
Greene, and State of New
York.

Sirs: Take notice that in
pursuance of the notice of
which a printed copy is
here to annexed, an election
will be held at the Hunter
House in said town of
Hunter on the 17th day of
May 1890 between the
hours of 10 o’clock in the
forenoon of that day and
5:00 pm in the afternoon
of that day to determine
whether the territory in said
hotel described shall be in-
corporated as a village to
be named the Village of
Hunter and that you as a
supervisor and town clerk
are the persons designated
and required by which to
act as inspectors of such
election.”

Dated May 3rd, 1890.
A.S. Graham
C. E. Lake
J.G. Leipold
W.B. Burnhams
Geo W. Anderson
Burdette Greene
With this tidbit of history

was found a typed paper
with a copy of the above,
plus this wording below:

“The amount to be ex-
pended in the first year of
the incorporation for ordi-
nary expenditures is the
sum of fifty dollars (only
about $1,700 today.)

(As written) 
Said territory is described

as follows: Commencing in
the center of the Schoharie-
kill Creek on the southwest
corner of the lands of An-
geline A. Decker and runs
thence north 37* east, nine
chains (one chain equals
66 feet), along the west

line of lands of J. W. Mason
& Company (Mason’s Fur-
niture was located on the
western, south side of the
village), close to the south
side of the East-kill road
thence along the south side
of said East-kill Rd. north
52* west 16 chains to the
west line of the lands of
Phoebe J. Fromer and oth-
ers, 34 *chains to the south
line of lands of Earl W. Fish-
er 23 chains to the west
line of the lands of John J.
Carr, thence north 57* east
along the west line of the
lands of John J. Carr eight
chains, thence south thence
south 52* east 123 chains
to the east line of the Breeze
Lawn farm (east of St.
Mary’s church property),
21 chains to the northwest
corner of the lands of
Hunter Mt. Prospect prop-
erty (today’s Scribner Hol-
low), thence south 53 east
along the north line of said
Hunter Mt. Prospect 17
chains to the east bank of
the Scribner Hollow brook,
thence down along the east
side of said brook 60 chains
(about ½ mile) to the junc-
tion of said brook to its
south bank, thence down
along the east side of said
brook 60 chains to the junc-
tion of said brook with the
Schoharie kill creek and
across said creek to the
south bank, thence down
the south bank of said
Schoharie Kill creek 14
chains to the east line of
the lands occupied by Philip
Hylan, thence south 37 west
15 chains along said east

line of the lands occupied
by Philip Hylan, thence
north 58 west 123 chains
(about 1 ½ miles) along
the east line of the lands of
Amanda Beach, thence
north 37 east 27 chains to
the south line of lands of
the said Angeline E. Decker,
thence north 70 west along
the said south line of the
lands of the said Angeline
F. Decker eight chains to
the place of beginning. Dat-
ed Hunter, NY, April 7th,
1890.” Along with the
names listed above, others
included:        

H. Biddell  
Willis Baldwin                                   
Frank Connerty

J. Van Valkenburgh
A. Moore
C. Traphagen
J. Goodrich
J . L o c k w o o d
H. Biddell
C . L a k e
E.Fromer                                                                                            

P.  Conerty   
O. Hoagland

E. Fromer                                                                                          
The Village appears the

same or like today’s village
lines. Unfortunately, election
results weren’t found. The
village was incorporated in
1894. Therefore, the elec-
tion was probably not suc-
cessful. 

Please get in touch with
518-589-4130 or hunter-
historian@gmail.com if you
can add to this bit of histo-
ry.

November 11 is Veterans
Day. Thank you all for your
service. 

Thanks for reading. 
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Out Lexington Way
By Christine Dwon
Deepest sympathy and

condolences to wife Judy
Visich and family on the
passing of Charles Visich
last week. 
Gary Hapeman came

from California to spent
some time with his moth-
er Betty Hapeman.  Betty
certainly enjoyed his visit
and spending time with
Gary.
Thank you to everyone

who came for the deli-
cious Election Day Turkey
Dinner at the Lexing-
ton/West Kill UMC.  Your
support is greatly appre-
ciated.
On Veteran’s Day, Fri-

day, Nov. 11, at 1 p.m., a
portion of County Route
6 (Spruceton Road) will
be dedicated in honor of
Tunis Rappleyea, Jr.  Tu-

nis was killed in action
in the Vietnam War in
1967.  Light refreshments
will follow at the Com-
munity Hall in West Kill.
Come on over to the

Community Hall, 141
Spruceton Road, West Kill
on Saturday, Nov. 12 from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for the
Holiday Farm and Craft
Market.  Start your holi-
day shopping by support-
ing local vendors.  Soup
will be available for pur-
chase.
There will be a Roast

Beef Dinner, Saturday,
Nov. 12 at the Lanesville
UMC, State Route 214,
from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Take outs only.
Ladies Auxiliary of the

Town of Lexington
Fire/Rescue Company will
meet for their monthly

meeting on Tuesday, Nov.
15 at 7 p.m. in the Fire-
men’s Room.
There will be an Inter-

faith Community Thanks-
giving Celebration, Tues-
day, Nov. 15, 7 p.m.  The
Hunter Synagogue is
hosting, Linda Nicholls,
accompanist.  Masks are
highly recommended but
not required.  Vaccina-
tions are required.  Please
dress warmly as windows
will be open to keep the
air circulating.
Happy 65th wedding

anniversary to Margaret
and Jerry Lawrence on
Thursday, Nov. 10.
Saturday, Nov. 12 is

Jamie Rizzo’s birthday.
Judy Visich’s birthday

is Sunday, Nov. 13.
Mary and Ronnie Cline

celebrate their 52nd wed-

ding anniversary on Mon-
day, Nov. 14.
Tuesday, Nov. 15 is Car-

ol Herdman’s birthday.
Best wishes to all.
The Greene County De-

partment of Human Serv-
ices Senior Nutrition Pro-
gram menu for the week
of Nov. 14 – Nov. 18 is as
follows:  Monday—Beef
chili, white rice, mixed
vegetables, corn bread,
fruit cocktail; Tuesday—
Chicken Dijon, mashed
potatoes, winter mixed
v e g e t a b l e s ,
pineapple/mandarin or-
anges; Wednesday—
Seafood scampi, linguini,
spinach, wax beans,
peanut butter swirl
brownie; Thursday—
Roast turkey dinner with
gravy, mashed potatoes,
butternut squash, cran-
berry sauce, stuffing and
pumpkin pie with
whipped topping; Fri-

day—Sweet and sour
chicken, oriental mixed
vegetables, white rice,
fresh apple.  All persons
over the age of 60 can
receive a meal.  Meals
served at noon for a sug-
gested donation of $4 for
each meal.  Those wishing
to receive a meal are re-
quired to call the respec-
tive Senior Service Cen-
ters by noon, a day in ad-
vance.  The number to
call for the Senior Nutri-
tion site at the Jewett Mu-
nicipal Building, Route
23C, Jewett, is 518-263-
4392.
Reserve your Thanks-

giving Meal Kits.  To re-
serve a kit, please call by
Nov. 16. Open to all HTC
Community families in
need.  Kits include one
frozen turkey, two canned
vegetables, mashed po-
tatoes, cranberry sauce,
stuffing, gravy, fresh
bread, dessert.  Call by
Nov. 16 Diane Davis at
518-263-4256 x2011; An-
toinette Romito, 518-821-
9190 (call/text); Amber
Renner at 518-821-7198
(call/text).  Meal kits can
be picked up Nov. 22 at
the HTC Elementary
Cafeteria from 3:45 p.m.
to 4:45 p.m.  Meal kits
are sponsored in part by
the Hunter Foundation,
Platte Clove Community,
HTC families and Mrs.
Puddle Ducks.
Elaine Warfield, author,

publisher, photographer,
will talk about how her
books came to fruition at
the Hunter Library, 7965
Main Street, Hunter, Sat-
urday, Nov. 19 at 1 p.m.
Elaine’s books will be
available for purchase.
Saturday, Nov. 19 from

4 p.m to 7 p.m., Lexing-
ton Fire and Rescue Com-
pany will hold a Spaghetti
Dinner Fundraiser at the
Community Hall, 141

Spruceton Road (County
Route 6), West Kill.  All
proceeds will benefit Ken
Aurigema and his fight
with cancer.  You may
dine in and take outs will
be  available.  There will
be a 50/50 raffle and a
Bucket raffle.  Menu in-
cludes pasta and sauce,
meatballs, salad, bread,
dessert.  Suggested do-
nation is $10 at the door.
The Mountain Top

Parish churches will gath-
er for a joint Thanksgiving
Dinner Church on Nov.
20 at 4 p.m. in Ashland.
Location will be either at
the Ashland Community
UMC or Ashland Town
Hall, yet to be determined.
In the plan ahead de-

partment—the annual
Cookie Walk will be held
at the Ashland Commu-
nity UMC, 12216, Route
23 on Saturday, Dec. 10
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Purchase cookies by the
pound for all your holiday
needs.  Only $9 per pound
to benefit the Ashland
Community UMC.  If you
have questions, call Pat
Ferris at 518-734-3942.
Thank you to all law

enforcement, firefighters,
EMS, dispatchers, volun-
teers, healthcare
providers, teachers, es-
sential and front line
workers, farmers, truck
drivers, our military, their
families and so many
more.
Prayers for all who are

dealing with illnesses,
loss, healing, difficulties,
our country, Ukraine, the
world.
Nov. 11 is Veterans Day.

Remember those who are
serving and have served.
Their service and sacri-
fices are gratefully ac-
knowledged and appre-
ciated.  Thank you to all
the veterans.  God Bless
America. 

Electric Home  
Generator  

UST portable,  
5500 watts,  
8.1 KW, gas  

powered, for home  
emergency supply 

during outages.     
With manual.  
As new $250.  

 
Craftsman  Tools 

10" Radial Arm Saw 
with manual,  

excellent, $150. 
  

1/2 horse power  
Oscillating Spindle 
Sander with extras, 

excellent $75. 
 

Call 518-589-5268 

                               
                            
                               

                            
                             

                          
                          

                 *U     

Windows and Patio Doors!

Interest accrues from the date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 12 months. Minimum purchase of 4.

40%
AND

OFF1

BUY ONE, GET ONE $0 Money Down
$0 Interest
$0 Monthly Payments
          for 12 months1

888-910-0823

Call by November 30
for your FREE consultation.

Interest accrues from the date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 12 months. Minimum purchase of 4.

888-910-0823

Call by November 30
 consultation.

Ashland Speaks
By Lula Anderson
Another month down

and now is the time we
start thinking about the
winter that is fast ap-
proaching.  I know this
past week definitely didn’t
feel like it.  Rosie even
got to sit outside on the
outer porch for 3 days in
a row.  She enjoyed feeling
the hot sun on her face
and the chickadees com-
ing right next to her to
eat.  Then we turned the
clocks back, and the
nights seem endless.  The
holidays are quickly ap-
proaching, and with them,
a feeling of stress.  Re-
member, sit back and en-
joy your family and
friends, as that is what
we are really supposed
to be celebrating.  A good
friend will not notice what
your house looks like, or
an even better friend will
refer to your cobwebs as
“Venetian Lace.”  True
story, my boss came to
my house for the first
time, and the ceiling fan
was very webby.  I put it
down so I forgot to take
down a Halloween deco-
ration even though it was
December.  She said it
was nice and lacy.  We
count our blessings for
friends like that.
I’m sure we all have a

friend who has a birthday
very close to Christmas,
and we feel sorry for him
because NO ONE remem-
bers it.  Well, we went to
a lovely birthday party on
Saturday for Albin Beck-
mann who will be 80 on
December 24th.  Just fam-
ily and close friends got
together while the weath-
er was still nice.  Their
guests started coming in
on Friday, so they had 2
wonderful days of hubbub
and noise.  What a pleas-
ure to be included.
News from Opal, her

brother, Ron and sister
in law Christina Spaulding
recently came to visit.

She was very happy  to
see them as the last time
she saw them was on
Christmas.
New from the Ashland

Community Methodist
Church: 
The congregation will,

again, be collecting Tube
Socks for the Capital Dis-
trict Rescue Mission for
Christmas.  A pair of new,
clean socks can be a most
welcome gift when you’re
homeless.
On November 20, the

Mountain Top Church will
be holding their dinner
church at the Ashland
Church.  Covered dish
dinner starts at 6 with
services following.
The Annual Ashland

Tree lighting ceremony
will be held on November
27 at 6pm.  Christmas
Carols will be sung and
there will be hot cider
and hot chocolate to warm
the body and soul. 
On Dec 10, the Annual

Cookie Walk will be held
from   10 until 1 (or sold
out).  Cookies are
$9/pound.  For informa-
tion, or to donate call Pat
Ferris at (518) 734-3942
Other coming events

around the area:
The Windham Historical

Society presents “THE
DOGS OF WAR” a pres-
entation on the dogs that
were trained by the mili-
tary during WWI and
WWII, narrated by Ron
Gabriele, on Saturday No-
vember 12 at 1:30.  Come
to this free presentation
at the VFW Post #1545,
5565 Rt 23 Windham. 
The Allen Boutique is

back at the Elsie Allen
resident on November 19
and 20.  Pick up your
shoe box at the door and
browse and buy.  It’s al-
ways a great experience.
Come and enjoy,
On December 3, Wind-

ham presents its first An-
nual Parade of lights.  The
parade participants will

line up at the M&T on Rt
296 at 4:30 and end at
the Centre Church for the
annual tree lighting.  To
register as a participant
email Wiindhamfire@Ya-
hoo.com.  Include type
and number of vehicles. 
PRAYERS AND CARES
COVID is still a concern,

please pray for those who
have been affected.
Get well wishes to Larry

Tompkins from the Ash-
land Tompkins family.
Please keep Eric Towse
in your prayers as well as
Nellis Newcomb.
Sincerest sympathy to

the Ed Armstrong family
on the passing of my
niece, Sharon Armstrong
Vaughn. 
AS I REMEMBER IT
Today’s memories are

a combination of two
things that happened dur-
ing the week.  On Monday
and Tues, I took a bus
trip with the Mt Top Gold-
en Agers to the Sight and
Sound Theater in Lan-
caster, PA.  If you’ve never
been, it’s worth the trip.
The production was
“DAVID” and it starts as
David is a teen.  His father
says David must become
a shepherd as his brothers
are needed at home, and
in the army.  David doesn’t
want to remain at home
as he wants to be in the
army.  You did not disobey
your parents back then,
so off he went to the fields.
As the story progresses,
the animals start coming
down the aisle and you
get to feel like you are
actually in the fields with
him.  David uses the skills
that his father taught him
to care for the sheep, and
with that, he has to use
his sling shot to protect
them from the various an-
imals that will attack him.
With much practice, David
is able to save his village
from the mighty Goliath,
using his sling.
Keeping this in mind, I

go to the birthday party
on Saturday.  The grand-
children all thanked
Grandpa for the patience
he had shown in teaching
them life skills.  The girls,
now grown women, re-
membered how Al took
them to his workshop to
make magic wands out
of sticks.  They had to
cut them to length, then,
using a power lathe,
shaped them to make
magic.  When they were
done, they went into
Grandma’s craft room
where they decorated
them, by themselves, to
make their own wands.
They ACTUALLY used
power tools!!
The grandsons were

taught to fish and hunt,
the rule being, you kill it,
you eat it.  Lesson
learned, snake is really
good when it’s cooked.
Friday night squirrel was
served, as the youngest
shot one, and what we
kill, we use.  He’ll never
shoot another. 
Today’s youth are not

taught the basics.  Before
I could drive, I was taught
how to take care of a car.
I understand that you can-
not repair today’s cars,
but anyone can check the
oil and washer fluid. Do
a tire check, headlight
check.  How many vacu-
ums are thrown away be-
cause the hose is clogged
and it doesn’t suck any-
more.  Take the time to
stick a wire up the hose
before you trash it.  Take
the time to be with your
children and grandchil-
dren.  Teach them skills
that they will need to have
in the future.  Maybe you
can learn along with them.
We ask “What is this
world coming to?”  Put
down your phones, and
talk with your kids.  It’ll
surprise you to know that
they are interested in you.
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Groundskeeper / Laborer Wanted

Landscaping, Pruning, Mowing
Tractors and Mowers • Experience Required

Prattsville/Lexington Area 
Reliable Transportation a Must
Speak to Sal (516) 220-1928 

or (516) 458-9113

Got a tip? 
Call us! (518) 763-6854

The Prattsville Scoop
By Abby and Gabby
PRATTSVILLE – Our

very heartfelt thank you
goes out to all our veter-
ans, near and far, active
or retired.  Their very
special day is November
11 but you can always
say “thank you for your
service” to them any day,
any time.  They are
among the very best.
Thank you.  And if you
are privileged to have a
veteran in your home,
now is the time to give
them an extra hug and
kiss from us all. 

Thank you to all sup-
porters of the Veterans
Day Bake Sale, sponsored
by the American Legion
Auxiliary, Virgil E. Deyo
Auxiliary Unit 1327, on
Saturday, November 5.
The proceeds will be for
the benefit of LOCAL vet-
erans and/or their fami-
lies.  Those working the
bake sale and painting
raffle were Pat Minew,
Diana Jaeger, Marianne
Krauss, Nancy Kizyma,
and Mary Cline plus Mary
brought her sister Brenda
in case they were over-
whelmed by customers.
Please call 518-299-3219
if there is a veteran or
their family who can use
help.  We are there for
them.

The Cammer girls, (Di-
ane Eklund and Jan Cam-
mer) are thrilled to have
Diane’s son Neil back on
the East Coast.  After al-
most 10 years in the San
Francisco Bay area, Neil
and wife Julie have set-
tled into a rambling stone
house in the historic
Overbook Farms neigh-
borhood of Philadelphia,
with plenty of room for
visitors!  Neil, who holds
a PhD from RPI, is a
principal research scien-
tist at Xerox PARC, and
he will primarily be work-
ing from home, with the
occasional cross-country
flight.  Julie is a senior
account executive with
the U.S. Department of
HUD, overseeing skilled
nursing homes and as-
sisted living facilities
around the country.
They’ve already made it
back to Prattsville for a
couple of quick visits and
look forward to enjoying
the Northeast’s changing
seasons, as well as more
time with family.  Wel-
come home to the north-
east Neil and Julie.  If
you want the inside
“scoop” of some of your
mom’s and aunt’s es-
capades over the past
few years, just give me a
call.

Got the final results of
Hayden Widman’s march-
ing band competition.
Hayden is the grandson
of Marianne and Jo-
hannes Krauss, and the
grandparents do get to

watch some of the com-
petitions in person.  Hay-
den is a member of the
Mineola Mustangs and
plays the trumpet in the
NYS Field Marching
Band competition.  The
recent competition took
place in Norwich then
moved on to the Carrier
Dome for the finals.  The
Mustangs took first place
in five of the six compe-
titions, winning the Gov-
ernor’s Cup, and with
that win, they will march
in Washington, D.C. on
Memorial Day.  Congrat-
ulations Hayden, and to
your grandparents also.
They are very proud of
you.  

Janet Brainerd called
to let all know that she
had a great time in Ten-
nessee visiting her broth-
er and his family.  Janet
said she stayed at a
nephew’s home on the
lake and it was lovely.
The whole family got to
sit on the deck, watching
fishing boats and others
just taking advantage of
the beautiful weather and
scenery.  Glad for Janet
that she got to spend
some relaxing time with
her family.

To all the families in
our area who are suffer-
ing the loss of a loved
one, you have our sym-
pathy.  Our special love
to Mary Cline on the
death of her cousin

To all who have been
caught up in the latest
surge of illnesses, our
best wishes for a speedy
and complete recovery.
Those needing our get
well wishes are Elliott
Brainard, Rick Ramundo,
Claudia and Ray Bra-
caliello, Tony Marsh, Jen
Traver, Al Creazzo, Larry
Tompkins, and Mary
Cline’s sister Brenda and
there are others who
wish not to have their
names in print.  Get Well
to all.

In addition to having
our veterans remem-
bered during November,
especially November 11,
we can pay our respects
to the first Americans.
November is Native
American Indian Heritage
Month and at the very
least there are any num-
ber of on-line sites where
you can read some of
Native American history.
Go positive.

Had a wonderful af-
ternoon telephone con-
versation with fellow
columnist Chris Down of
Out Lexington Way with
lots of laughter.  Chris
and I worked together
at the now defunct Wind-
ham Journal office in
Windham.  Weren’t those
windows sparkling clean,
Chris?  Now we compare
ailments of the old age
genre, the quirks of mod-

ern medicine and admin-
istering of same, and hav-
ing to resort to the vet-
erinarian shows on TV
for entertainment, espe-
cially when everyone else
is slumbering in their
beds.  Chris also thinks
she is somewhat capable
in animal husbandry.
Chris always closes her
column with gentle
words and kindness, both
are something we should
all emulate.  So….thank
you Chris for being you,
and a friend.

The Gurleys, the oldest
ones of course, will be
welcoming two great
grandchildren in the
spring/summer 2023.
Isaac and Nadine Gurley
Huntsman will welcome
baby #2 in May and An-
dersen and Jacob (Gur-
ley) Lindley will greet
baby #2 in June, perhaps
hitting grandma G’s
birthday of June 28 but
the due date is June 27.   

There will be a 2022
VA Christmas Celebration
for our hospitalized vet-
erans at Stratton VAMC.
We – you – purchased a
whole storage closet full
of Christmas decorations
for 2022 to replace the
much used decorations
from years past.  I
begged for us to be al-
lowed to visit and help
them put up the new dec-
orations with accompa-
nying songs, had my solo
all picked out, and re-
freshments.  Sadly we
had to be refused be-
cause of Covid and the
seasonal flus and new
flu strains constantly
popping up.  The good
thing is that our hospi-
talized veterans are stay-
ing healthy.  Regardless,
we will be giving them
whatever is on their wish
list, which we will share
with you, and perhaps
somethings we want
them to have.  Again we
have lists and will gladly
share immediately if you
want to do some shop-
ping or make a donation,
call 518-299-3219 or
gurleyrv@gmail.com.
We will welcome gift sug-
gestions that are suitable
for the veterans’ condi-
tions.

Linda Jaeger has a new
housemate – Misty, a 3
month old black and
white kitten.  Misty joins
Linda and doggie Shasta
to make a full house.
Misty was a gift from
Linda’s granddaughter
Kaitlyn and is well on
her way to holding her
own against the reigning
pet.  Shasta will just have
to learn to live with the
situation of new pet in
the household. 

Happy Birthday to Gre-
gory Hermance and Taris
Charysyn on November
12.  On November 15
we wish Abby Tompkins
Happy Birthday.  Two
big names, Jeff Breigle
and Kevin Piccoli, are
wished Happy Birthday
on November 16.  To

bring more joy to her
dad’s big day, Laura Brei-
gle is wished Happy

Birthday on November
18.  Mary and Ron Cline
are wished a very Happy

Anniversary on Novem-
ber 14. 

LEGISLATURE STUFF

Heat Rising on HOF
By Michael Ryan
CATSKILL - Stiff re-

sistance is already being
offered to a Hotel Occu-
pancy Fee that is expect-
ed to be part of formal
Greene County Legisla-
ture conversations start-
ing next week.

The topic will likely be
raised in Economic De-
velopment and Finance
committee meetings
scheduled to take place
on November 14.

Nothing will be decided
at this early point and
it’s not a certainty law-
makers will ultimately
approve the HOF which
has been brought up in
the past, never getting
beyond the concept
stage.

That may be changing,
however, based upon a
recent recommendation
made by legislative budg-
et officer Charles Mar-
tinez.

Martinez, in his annual
presentation on the coun-
ty budget, said the 2023
spending plan would con-
tinue a four-year trend
of no tax levy increase.

Public hearings have
been held on the
27,404,370 fiscal pack-
age with no major ob-
jections raised, leading
to anticipated passage
on November 16.

Martinez noted that an
unpredicted surge in
Sales Tax revenue during
the pandemic has been
a significant factor in let-
ting county officials keep
taxation at an even keel
while also stocking the
piggy bank.

If the history of eco-
nomics is any indicator,
those halcyon days are
fleeting. “As inflation con-
tinues to hurt everyday
Americans, we must plan
for upcoming fiscal years
and anticipate chal-
lenges,” Martinez said..

“With the sales tax like-
ly reaching its apex, new
sources of revenue must
be gathered. To get to
that new revenue will
take time.

“Due to our past fis-
cally responsible choices,
we can now tap into the
Sales Tax Stabilization
Fee we created and ad-
dress sales tax collection
decreases in the near
term,” Martinez said.

“But in a similar pace,
we must begin to move
on establishing a Hotel
Occupancy Fee, an ac-
cepted norm throughout
the State and across the
nation. 

“This fee will be built
into our strong tourism
market and will be paid
by guests of hotels and
short-term rentals to pre-
serve a flat property tax

levy in the upcoming
years,” Martinez said.

Martinez is chairman
of the powerful Finance
committee so his word
carries weight. And leg-
islature chairman Patrick
Linger seems to be of
like mind.

“This has been brought
up before and didn’t get
very far,” Linger said in
a recent interview. “Busi-
ness owners on the
board didn’t want to rock
that boat. Even now, I
don’t think anybody
wants to do it.

“But we have to find
different sources of rev-
enue if we are going to
keep property taxes
down. That translates to
a tax or fee on some-
thing.

“Then it comes down
to who pays it, the users
or our property owners.
Either way, we will take
heat,” Linger said.

“We understand there
will be opposition to this
idea, However, sales tax
is our largest source of
revenue. It has been high
the past few years but
we are already seeing a
slow down in those num-
bers.

“The economy always
fluctuates and there are
forecasts of a recession
so this makes sense,
looking down the road
three or four years or
longer, in terms of the
budget and keeping taxes
stable,” Linger said.

“We are one of only
four counties in the State
without a room tax.
When we look at the
number of rooms we
have on a general basis
[throughout the county]
we are leaving $3 million
on the table,” Linger
said.

Lawmaker Patty Han-
del (District 9, Durham)
isn’t convinced. She not-
ed her family is in the
tourism industry, oper-
ating Blackthorne Resort
in East durham, but be-
lieves the issue goes be-
yond her situation.

“This doesn’t make any
sense to me,” Handel
says. “Most of the hotels
and motels in Greene
County are small, fami-
ly-owned businesses.

“Putting a tax on them
isn’t like taxing a Best
Western. We cater to
families. If we keep hit-
ting them with another
tax, it is going to hurt
our industry.

“Some of my col-
leagues say people won’t
even notice a new tax.
That is ignorant and
based on no real knowl-
edge of who our cus-
tomers are,” Handel says.

“Many of our cus-

tomers come year after
year. We send them an
itemized bill. Trust me.
They check it and they
will notice.

“We are a luxury,” Han-
del says. “These family-
owned businesses are try-
ing to hold strong and
not sell to non-profit or-
ganizations as our costs
of operating keep going
up and up.

“Those of us who are
still here have worked
hard to stay here. The
family businesses I’ve
talked to are upset about
this. They will fight hard
on this.

“We are all thinking
outside-the-box to grow
and change with the
times. This hotel tax is
not well thought-out.,”
Handel says.

“We aren’t saying we
don’t want to pay taxes.
We are paying our fair
share. I know many other
counties have this but
why do we have to be
sheep? Why not be pio-
neers and find another
way?”

County administrator
Shaun Groden says a long
process needs to unfold
before an HOF becomes
reality, if and when that
happens, including ap-
provals from the State.

“We lost ten percent
of sales tax revenue in
the last recession,” Gro-
den says. “We have set
up a Sales Tax reserve
fund since then but every
economy has a down turn
and we need to have a
backup plan.

“Resort owners have
traditionally been worried
that an occupancy fee
would hurt them, and we
understand that con-
cern,” Groden said.

“But the rental market
has been completely
transformed by Airbnb’s,
short term rentals and
the rest. Right now, they
aren’t paying the same
fees as everyone else.

“Everybody is feeling
that pinch. This would
be one tool to stem that
a little bit and put every-
one on the same playing
field,” Groden said.

 
Craftsman  Tools 
10" Radial Arm 

Saw with manual,  
excellent, $150. 

  
1/2 horse power 

Oscillating Spindle 
Sander with extras, 

excellent $75. 
 

Call 518-589-5268 
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FOR SALE!
Roll the Tires on This
One. Great engine. 5

speed. 

2003 F150 130,036 miles.
Great tires, brakes. Minor is-
sues. $3,500. Long bed with

cover.
Call Steve at 917-435-8763 for

a test drive!

HELP WANTED
Mountain Top Arboretum in Tannersville seeks full-

time Horticulturist who will participate in all aspects of
plant care and grounds maintenance with a particular
focus on the Arboretum’s displays and natural areas. A
qualified candidate is passionate about plants and
nomenclature, has a discerning eye, a strong work
ethic, enjoys interacting with the public and would like
to gain broad experience in a small but high-quality or-
ganization.
Contact Marc Wolf, Executive Director, marc@mtar-

boretum.org
The Arboretum is an equal opportunity employer.
Start date Fall 2022. 

DiResta, Continued from C1
ing, making the famous
“Gurglin’ Gutz” rubber
replica of human anatomy
and a rising name for
himself.
Jimmy and his brother

John, a New York City
policeman turned
actor/comedian, spread
their wings to the West
Coast in the early 2000’s,
collaborating in Los An-
geles on a show called
“Trash to Cash.”
“Basically we did dump-

ster digging in LA and
made oddball shows, to-
tally going for laughs and
it worked,” DiResta says.
“We did this one show

where this nerdy guy
could never get a girl-
friend. We took a beat
up ’75 Coup de Ville,
transformed it into a

pimpmobile, and the end-
ing was the car is full of
girls. It was all for fun.”
It became more than

fun, accidentally-on-pur-
pose serving as a pio-
neering creation that
would evolve into the
multi-media universe we
now live in, with DiResta
eventually emerging as a
YouTube mega-star.
He has 1.9 million

viewers on his website
and tool manufacturers
calling to, as he describes
it, “use their stuff to make
stuff,” comfortably work-
ing with  Old School
wood, metal and steel or
New Age digital fabrica-
tion.
In other words, instead

of rummaging through
garbage cans to maybe

find a rusty socket
wrench to soup-up a ’75
Seville, he is sought-after
to be seen using their
product which is as cool
as it gets.
DiResta is hip to the

“I make stuff, says Jimmy DiResta who has been
described by others as an innovator, craftsman,
fabricator, builder, carpenter, engineer, origina-
tor, inventor, designer and mishmash of them all.
One thing he didn’t make is the 19th Century

casting wheel used as a pattern for steam engine
cogs, part of his always growing antique tools

collection.

A canoe floats above the Eiffel Tower because you
never know what might emanate from Jimmy

DiResta’s imagination.

Why have one axe when you can have a bunch, a
concept that also applies to measuring tapes,

garden hoses and machines of every kind for al-
ready legendary Jimmy DiResta.

sponsorship significance
and appreciates the fan
mail and celebrity but in
his heart he is just an-
other high school BOCES
kid following and expe-
riencing his bliss.

He presumably sleeps
but dreams about making
stuff and is already diving
into a Netflix project,
“Making Fun,” that re-
turns him to his source.
“Making Fun” is DiRes-

ta and a few kindred spir-
its bringing form to the
ideas flowing from the
imaginations of kids for
the simplest of reasons;

there’s nothing they can
think that can’t be
thought.
“All you need is love,”

the Beatles sang, but if
you’re DiResta, who says,
“I was born to make stuff,”
the trick is also having
one building more behe-
mothic than the next,
stuffed with the stuff to
make it.

A TRIP TO THE EMERALD ISLE AND MORE

IRELAND
APRIL 16-22, 2023

VISITING--DUBLIN---GALWAY--CLIFFS OF
MOOR--

KILLARNEY--CASHEL--TIPPERARY--BLARNEY
CASTLE--AND MUCH MORE.

FOR FREE INFO AND FLYER CALL 518-231-9533

ITALY
SEPT 11TH----SEPT 20TH-2023

ROME----VATICAN MUSEUM--SISTINE CHAPEL--
ASSISI--CORTONA--FLORENCE--VENICE--MU-

RANO
MUCH MORE

FOR FREE FLYER AND INFO
CALL 518--231--9533 

IMPERIAL CITIES
MAY 3RD--13TH

PRAGUE--CZECH REPUBLIC
VIENNA--SLOVAKIA--BRATISLAVA--

BUDAPEST, HUNGARY

FREE FLYER AND INFO--CALL-518 231 9533

Bond In Motion is coming
to the Saratoga Automobile

Museum!
Marking the 60th an-

niversary of the James
Bond film franchise, the
Saratoga Automobile Mu-
seum will celebrate with
a major new exhibition
called BOND IN MOTION
featuring twenty-five of-
ficial vehicles from the
past six decades of the
longest-running film fran-
chise in movie history.
The multimedia exhibit
also features movie mem-
orabilia, images, and
video to create a totally
unique Bond experience
for museum visitors. The
exhibition opens Novem-
ber 18, 2022, in Saratoga
Springs, New York.    
Visitors to the exhibi-

tion will experience all
the excitement and drama
of the world of Bond with
a collection of automo-
biles including the iconic
and most famous Bond
car: the 1964 Aston Mar-
tin DB5. Other vehicles
on display include the
white 1977 Lotus Esprit
from The Spy Who Loved
Me (1977) that sensa-
tionally transforms from
a high-performance
sports car into a subma-
rine; the 2007 Aston Mar-
tin DBS that made movie
history with a record-
breaking seven full rota-
tion roll in Casino Royale
(2006), and the one-of-
ten 2015 Aston Martin
DB10, built specifically
for 2015’s Spectre.
“James Bond has driven

some of the most exciting

and iconic cars in movie
history, and he has been
involved in some of the
greatest car chases ever
filmed so to have them
form the centerpiece of
our exhibit as they take
the visitor on a roller-
coaster ride of magic
Bond moments as ex-
pressed through the au-
tomobile is thrilling,” said
Carly Connors Saratoga
Automobile Museum ex-
ecutive director.  
“It is truly the most

ambitious exhibition
we’ve ever put together,
and we know it will at-
tract visitors from far
and wide. Saratoga
Springs makes a wonder-
ful weekend getaway for
New Yorkers and BOND
IN MOTION is most def-
initely a ‘must-see’,” she
continued. 

In addition to some of
the most iconic cars is
movie history, BOND IN
MOTION features a mo-
torbike, three-wheeler,
Skidoo, wet bike, and
submarine. The exhibi-
tion even includes the In-
dian motorized rickshaw,
or tuk-tuk, that appeared
in an unforgettable chase
scene through the crowd-
ed streets of Udaipur in
the film Octopussy
(1983).  
“With their machine

guns, lasers, ejector
seats, and gadgets BOND
IN MOTION honors the
vehicles from the past
60 years that have wowed
us and are indelibly
etched in our minds.
We’re thrilled to bring
so many of these unique
vehicles together under
one roof for everyone to
enjoy,” concluded Con-
nors.
Don’t miss this rare

opportunity to see the
official licensed collection
of screen-used cars from
EON Productions Limit-
ed, Danjaq, LLC., and
the Ian Fleming Founda-
tion at the Saratoga Au-
tomobile Museum as we
celebrate the 60th an-
niversary of the world
premiere of the first
James Bond film Dr. No
in 1962.
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HELP WANTED
The Town of Jewett Highway Department is accepting applications for

full time employment. Great benefits (100% Health Insurance), NYSLRS,
Paid Vacation, Personal and Sick Time, Most Holidays Observed. CDL RE-
QUIRED. Applications may be obtained at the Town of Jewett Town Clerks
office Monday thru Thursday between 10:30am and 2:30pm.

The importance of Health
Advocacy  can not be over
emphasized in navigating
today’s health care systems
whether for the individual
patient or the families of a
loved one to better  under-
stand the direction of their
screening, diagnosis, treat-
ment and follow up for a
medical condition.     

In short, if you need some
help in understanding what
is being 

suggested by the health
care providers or you are
just confused and uncertain
about what to do next than
speaking to a patient advo-
cate might just be the best
direction to take to make
some sense of an unexpect-
ed health crisis.

By definition a health ad-
vocate or “patient” advocate
is an administrative person
associated with a hospital,
treatment facility or insur-
ance agency. They are often
trained in a health care field
or have had a career in
health/medicine and are well
versed in working with doc-
tors to help YOU, the patient
or the  family of the patient
with issues relating to spe-
cialists, prescriptions, home
care, medical procedures,
financial matters etc.

My experience with pa-
tient advocates has always
been a very positive one.
For me, it was simple as
just “asking” a charge nurse
to contact the person in the
administration office to talk
with, before a medical de-
cision was finalized. In my
case, while I was hospital-
ized. But I have often asked
for this kind of help in other
settings through my medical
insurance company and in
a facility where tests were
taken.

Sometimes policies are
set by medical “companies”
who over ride 

including the patient and
loved ones involved in the
crises, for liability reasons.
I do believe that it is often a
communication issue and
finding a better means of
explanation can help clarify
what is being asked of the
patient. It’s NOT just about
a doctor “getting sued for
malpractice”.

I’d honestly like to see a
return to doctors choosing
to “do no harm” first and
foremost. But that was just
my experience. 

Most recently, mandates,
associated with the pan-
demic have led to a great
deal of confusion and mis-
trust from every direction
that added to the anxiety
associated with a illness. I
think at this point in time,
we can and should require

more and expect that we
will be heard and our wishes
will be respected. I’m not
sure if the “patient bill of
rights ”is being honored but
I’d love to see a return to
this premise and soon.

This is the point at which
a patient advocate can be
of the most help.

Perhaps this will help the
you to understand how a
patient advocate can work
on your behalf.

I was recently hospitalized
after an unexpected illness
arose in a facility quite a
distance from where I lived.

There was quite a bit of
confusion on the part of
the doctors caring for me
regarding a direction to
take. I suggested that my
doctors that I was associated
with locally here in
Greene/Albany county be
contacted to be part of the
solution being offered to
me.

That suggestion was com-
pletely ignored. Not denied.
IGNORED.

No reasons given just a
scheduling of more tests
and less communication as
to why.

Finally, I was told that I
wouldn’t be released from
this hospital unless I met a
list of criteria that related
to a “might” be the cause
of my illness. 

I was so confused by this
demand and the attitude of
the doctor, I decided to sim-
ply “ask” for five minutes
to think through every thing
that was being asked of me.
I was granted that time.
Thankfully, and it was during
that “moment” I recalled
the benefit of having an in-
termediary person to talk
to and help with the final
outcome of my concerns.

Every person in the ICU
has a charge nurse for the
day. I called in that person
and asked for a patient ad-
vocate. A call was placed
into the administrative office
of this hospital and within
20 minutes a very compas-
sionate individual affiliated
with the hospital arrived in
my room. She had thor-
oughly reviewed my chart
and had a great working
knowledge of the treatment
being suggested. She then

sat and asked me how she
could “help”. THAT was the
turning point for my hospital
experience. I felt “heard”
and “understood” without
judgement or frustration
and most of all, I found my-
self opening up to listening
to the options being offered
in a much more compre-
hensive way.

Mind you, this was NOT
a means of complaining
about my doctors. It relayed
more to not understanding
what was being asked of
me and that led to a feeling
of mistrust. 

Obviously, my concerns
and “feelings” were relayed
by the patient advocate, to
the medical team and their
attitudes shifted also. 

Problem solved. Solutions
offered. Discharge from the
hospital occurred within 24
hours and all of my medical
records were transferred to
my own medical team here
at St Peters.

When I shared this story
with those I teach  at Sham-
rock House, none had heard
about utilizing the services
of a patient advocate.  After
that conversation, several
have already called upon
this service and have had
so much better of a medical
experience.

Patient advocates ( also
known as patient represen-
tatives) can be found in
hospital settings as well as
through medical insurance
companies. Each hospital-
ization is supposed to be
accompanied by copy of a
“patient bill of rights” which
should contain the name of
the patient representative.
If you don not receive this,
I think it’s time WE started
to ask again about this im-
portant right that we have.

In private offices, it is
usually the office manager
that can help you with as-
pects of health issues asso-
ciated with medical costs,
help with getting tests, find-
ing special programs to get
medicines from manufac-
tures at reduced amounts
etc.

I’ve even used the services
of our local pharmacies who
are always willing to step
up and contact doctors
about prescriptions on our
behalf. My go to pharmacy
is Kellies in Coxsackie and
Greenville.

These people go above
and beyond every single
time.

I truly hope that none of
us ever need this service
but IF you or your loved
one needs this help, it’s
there.

Now you know.  Be sure
to share this information.

TRADITIONALLY SPEAKING BY PAT LARSEN

The Role of the Patient Advocate In
Health care

National Bank of Coxsackie Announces 
New VP/Commercial Loan Officer

COXSACKIE – The Na-
tional Bank of Coxsackie
announced today that
Keven Mathes has joined
National Bank of Cox-
sackie as its newest Vice
President/Commercial
Loan Officer.

Mathes comes to Na-
tional Bank of Coxsackie
with over 20 years of ex-
perience in the Banking
Industry. He joins NBC
from Key Bank, where
he was a Business Bank-

ing Relationship Manager
in the Albany area. His
experience prior to Key
Bank includes positions
at Berkshire Bank and
Citizens Bank.

“I am excited about the
opportunity to grow with
National Bank of Cox-
sackie as they expand in
the Capital Region Mar-
ket” Mathes said.

National Bank of Cox-
sackie CEO John A. Balli

is excited to add more
talent to the team as well,
saying: “Keven will be a
big part of our strategy
to provide business lend-
ing solutions to business-
es throughout the Capital
District. We are proud
to have Keven on the
team and are excited for
our continued growth.”

Since 1852, The Na-
tional Bank of Coxsackie
has been the reliable

bank of choice for thou-
sands of clients. With
eight locations ranging
from Coxsackie to Glen-
mont, they are proud to
service the Capital Re-
gion. They remain com-
mitted to providing
clients with the same
products and services as
the larger banks, while
delivering them with a
neighborly touch.

ASF Represented in NYC
Marathon

The Adaptive Sports
Foundation had a total of
seven runners representing
its organization, the most it
has ever had, in this year’s
TCS New York City
Marathon, which took place
on Sunday, November 6.

Scott Blutstein, Brian Kel-
ly, Laura Liebman, Jordane
Mink, Kevin O’Donovan,
Lori Tietjen and Patricia
Won each proudly donned
the ASF logo on their chest
while running 26.2 miles
through New York City’s
five boroughs.

Tietjen and Liebman have
been running partners for
years, and they decided that
this was the year they tackle
their first marathon, as long
as they could run with an
organization that had im-
pacted their life. “My son
Wes has been a participant
in the ASF for 10 years. It’s
been an amazing experience
for all of us, not just Wes,
but as a family,” Tietjen said.
“I didn’t know that the ASF
used the marathon as a
fundraising mechanism.

When we found out we
could run with the ASF, I
decided that this was it,
we’re going to do it and
we’re going to do it in sup-
port of the Adaptive Sports
Foundation.”

Of course, Tietjen gives
credit to the one who in-
spires her the most. “My
son Wes is always my inspi-
ration behind pretty much
everything I do,” Tietjen ex-
plained. “He’s probably my
one and only fan as far as
running goes. I feel like
everything I do in life some-
how has him incorporated
in it, so he’s always my in-
spiration and my motivation
for doing good things.” 

Blutstein, an active ASF
volunteer instructor, was
more than happy to repre-
sent the ASF on Sunday.
“The ASF is my second
home, I now call many fellow
volunteers and participants
close friends,” he explained.
“When I heard the oppor-
tunity was available to run
in the NYC Marathon and
support ASF, I didn’t hesitate

to jump on the chance.
Not only did all seven

ASF runners complete the
marathon, but they also
raised money for the Adap-
tive Sports Foundation, to-
taling over $26,000 in do-
nations at the time of writing.
The fundraising pages are
still open and accepting do-
nations, so if you would like
to congratulate these run-
ners for crossing the finish
line by donating to their
page, contact ASF's James
Mitchell at james@adap-
tivesportsfoundation.org.

The Adaptive Sports
Foundation is a non-profit
organization that provides
profound and life changing
experiences for children and
adults with physical disabil-
ities, cognitive disabilities
and chronic illnesses
through outdoor physical
activity, education, support
and community. If you’d like
to help support the ASF’s
mission of “empowering
lives through adaptive
sports”, visit adaptivesports-
foundation.org.

Letters to Santa Event at the
Windham Public Library

Please join us as we
launch our " Letters to Santa
Event". We have letter kits
available for children to pick
up at anytime here at the
Windham Public Library.  

Santa's very own mailbox

is now available to mail
those letters.  We will stop
accepting letters on Decem-
ber 10th,  as Santa gets
very busy after this.  The
mailbox will be located in-
side the library. All letters

will be answered! 
Please note this is not af-

filiated with any post office
mailings. If you have any
questions feel free to call
us at 518-734-4405 and
speak to an "elf.”
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BETTER THAN HEARSAY

A Little Box of Letters
By Michael Ryan
LEXINGTON - Love let-

ters written by Everett
Winters from the Korean
War to his young sweet-
heart back here in the
mountains continue to
tell a poignant story of
small town military de-
votion.
Those writings have

been saved all these years
by Mickie Winters who,
in the early 1950’s was
a VanValkenburgh, a still-
flowering country girl
suddenly thrust into wait-
ing a woman’s wait for
her warrior.
The two of them tied

the knot after Everett re-
lievingly returned, car-
rying her letters to him
and warfare memories
that stayed mostly un-
spoken.
Threads of service-to-

country are woven deeply
into the Winters family
and the town of Lexing-
ton, where Mickey grew
up, and nearby Grand
Gorge where Everett end-
ed up through chance
and circumstance.
“My dad was one of

those kids that got
farmed out in the 1930’s
and 40’s,” says Lynn
Byrne, one of Everett and
Mickie’s three children.
“In those days, when

many families were hav-
ing dire economic straits,
boys were sent to work
on farms. My dad had
been living in Albany. His
mom sent him to help

Korean War veteran Everett Winters received a Bronze Star for his brav-
ery. He passed away in 1998 but letters he wrote during the war to his

bride-to-be, Mickey (VanValkenburgh) Winters, survive and are cherished.
The couple raised two daughters, Lynn and Wendy, and a son, David.

on a farm in Grand
Gorge.”
Everett and Mickie ro-

mantically met at the old
West Kill dance hall. “It
was a small village so I
already knew who he
was,” Mickie recalls.
“We danced one night,

a square dance, and that
same night he asked if
he could take me home.
I said I’d have to ask my
mother. She said yes but
that I had to come
straight home. It got
rolling from there.”
Everett enlisted in

1951, serving as a ra-
dioman, laying down the
lines of communication
before the troops came
in, earning a Bronze Star
for bravery. “They had
walkie talkies that needed
wires,” Mickie says.
“Something happened

to the phones on the
frontlines. Everett had to
take the wire up there.
He never talked about it
much but it was pretty
bad, getting up there. He
did it. I don’t know how,”
Mickie says.
Before he was done,

Everett also earned an
Army “Good Conduct”
medal, a New York “Con-
spicuous Service Cross,”
a Korean Service Ribbon
and other laudits, rising
to the rank of Sergeant.
While he merely mar-

ried a VanValkenburg, he
was clearly fated to follow
in patriotic footsteps. “My
grandfather, Clarence

this country, something
I didn’t truly realize until
the 1970’s,” says Lynn.
“I was at an age where

I was questioning our
government and the Viet
Nam war. My father
would tell me more than
once that I really didn’t
know what I was talking
about.
“He said I didn’t un-

derstand what it means
for the United States to
be protecting other peo-
ple in the world. He was
right.
“He’d probably tell you

to go jump in the lake if
you asked him to talk
about the war,” says Lynn,
laughing. “He never felt
like he did anything spe-
cial, nothing any other
veteran didn’t do.
“We’re very proud of

him. How any soldier is
able to come back home
afterwards, God, I don’t
know. I don’t know how
they do it.”
Everett returned from

Korea with his winter
parka, which the family
reveres, and his young
sweetheart’s letters that
warmed him differently.
“Years later, he burned

the ones I wrote to him,”
Mickie says. “He said he
didn’t want the kids read-
ing all that stuff.
“I don’t mind them

knowing,” Mickie says.
“I have kept the letters
from him. I have them in
a little box. I will be
buried with them.”

VanValkenburgh, served
in World War I and died
on Veteran’s Day,” says
daughter Lynn.
“My aunt on my moth-

er’s side, Betty Van
Valkenburgh, was en-
gaged to Virgil Deyo,”
says Lynn, referring to
the local World War II
hero.
Deyo is the namesake

of America Legion Post
#1327 in Prattsville
where he resided prior
to enlisting in 1943, giv-
ing the ultimate sacri-
fice.
He was a staff ser-

geant/waist gunner with

the U.S. Army Air Force
846th Bomber Squadron,
hit by ground anti-aircraft
fire on a bombing mis-
sion over Saint Lo,
France, unable to para-
chute out before crash-
ing.
Deyo was 21 when he

died. “My aunt loved him
very much. He was get-
ting the money together
to buy her an engage-
ment ring. It was a hor-
rible thing in her life,”
says Lynn.
“My mother had anoth-

er sister, Vivian, who
served in World War II
and two uncles of mine

were also in the war. They
would never talk about
it.
“I can remember my

dad talking about it only
once,” says daughter
Lynn. “When my dad
built the house where my
mom lives, he put in a
picture window that looks
out over the mountain.
“One day, out of the

blue, he said to me,
‘When I look out this
window at this mountain,
all I can see and hear is
mortars being dropped.’
“He never said any-

thing else about it. My
dad had a great love for

Midterms Come to an
End, Republicans Gain

Ground
By Michael Ryan
PRATTSVILLE - If there

was any doubt the town
of Prattsville is basically
a Republican Party
stronghold, the results of
the midterm election put
those uncertainties to
rest.
On the local level, GOP

candidate Kenneth Au-
rigema defeated Democ-
rat Mason Chase in a race
for town council, filling
an unexpired 3-year term.
Aurigema and Chase

have both tried unsuc-
cessfully for the position
in the recent past, running
this time following the
resignation of Andrew
Rikard.
Rikard, elected to a 4-

year term in November,
2021, was unable to at-
tend most meetings, step-
ping down in early July.
“I wish I did not have

to, but I hereby respect-
fully resign my position
on the Prattsville Town
Board,” he wrote in a let-
ter to the town council. 
“While I did not expect

it to be so, it has become
clear that my schedule
will not allow me to attend
as many meetings as the
citizens of the town de-
serve. I, therefore, stand
aside to make way for
someone who can. 
“It has been a pleasure

to serve alongside you
all, and know you will
work diligently to appoint
my replacement. I wish
you all the best of luck.”
Council members opted

not to pick a replacement,
letting the voters decide,
holding Party caucuses
over the summer and this
special election.
Turnout in Prattsville

was autumnally crisp. Au-
rigema, a regular attendee
of town board meetings
over the years, garnered
193 votes.

Chase received 127
votes. He is the grandson
of former town supervisor
Phyllis Raeder and the
son of longtime council
member Bonnie Chase.
Aurigema and Chase

were among four candi-
dates seeking two town
council seats in Novem-
ber, 2021, ultimately won
by Eli Martin, a Republi-
can, and Rikard, running
on the Democratic tick-
et.
Aurigema and Chase

fell short in a tight race
decided only after absen-
tee ballots were counted.
Martin was safely home
while Rikard was merely
5 votes ahead of Aurige-
ma on Election Night for
the second seat.
Rikard managed to

widen the gap (121 votes)
with Aurigema finishing
third (111 votes) and
Chase coming in fourth
(101 votes). Sticking with
it, Aurigema is expected
to be sworn-in on January
1, 2023.
Prattsville was the only

mountaintop community
with a genuine race. In
the nearby town of
Hunter, Marysusan Timp-
son ran unopposed for a
4-year term as town jus-
tice.
And over in Halcott,

where they tend to do
politics differently, three
people ran unopposed for
three positions, all of
them representing both
the Republican and Dem-
ocratic Party tickets.
Innes Kasanof will con-

tinue as town supervisor
and Eric Fronckowiak re-
turns to the town council
as does Samantha Bou-
ton.
There were otherwise

uncontested races in
Greene County. Incum-
bents staying in office in-
clude District Attorney

Joseph Stanzione and
Treasurer Peter Markou,
both Republicans, along
with a trio of coroners,
Hassan Basagic III, Daniel
Gulino and Edward
Brandt.
Outcomes were much

less assured on the State
level where Democrats
mostly remained in power
although you wouldn’t
know that by the voter
tallies in Prattsvillle.
Incumbent Democratic

Governor Kathy Hochul,
taking 54 percent of the
vote statewide, outlasted
Republican challenger
Lee Zeldin.
But Zeldin won handily

in Prattsville by a 224 to
74 margin and that trend
continued with Demo-
cratic Comptroller
Thomas DiNapoli.
DiNapoli easily defeat-

ed his GOP challenger
Paul Rodriguez overall
but was crushed by Ro-
driguez in Prattsville, 201
to 87 (in unofficial re-
sults).
The same imbalances

were true for State At-
torney General Letitia
James, State Senator
Michelle Hinchey and U.S
Senator Charles Schumer,
all Democrats who were
re-elected but came in
second in Prattsville.
Two races were con-

sistent. Incumbent Re-
publican Assemblyman
Chris Tague (102nd Dis-
trict) prevailed on both
the State and local levels
as did Republican Con-
gressman-elect Marcus
Molinaro (19th District).
Lastly, the “Clean Water,

Clean Air, and Green Jobs
Environmental Bond Act”
was overwhelmingly ap-
proved across the state
but was rejected in
Prattsville with 101 yes’s
and 171 no’s. Offer ends 12/24/2022. Call 518-763-6854 or email

mountaineaglenews@gmail.com for more information.

Subscribe today!
Continue reading the 
fastest growing
newspaper in the area!

Choose from:
One Year Digital: $25/year
One Year Paper: $75 $50
Two Year Paper: $130 $90
Two subscriptions: $90 <- Best
Value! 
Makes a Great Gift!
Send your address below (or two if you pur-
chase one for a friend) and mail to the Moun-
tain Eagle, PO Box 162, Schoharie NY 12157
or call 24/7 at 518-763-6854 for instand serv-
ice.
_________________________________________________
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One Year Print 
Subscription: $75
One Year Digital 

Subscription: $25 
Call 

518-763-6854

Call for your FREE, no-obligation quote today!

1-855-407-0973

Let the experts at TruGreen® provide 
a tailored plan that can help your 

lawn look its very best year-round.

50%
OFF*

Save now with

Your First Application

Caring for next 
spring’s perfect 

lawn starts now.

TruGreen will gladly visit your property as needed 
between scheduled visits to ensure your satisfaction

Our Healthy Lawn Analysis®

will examine your grass and 
soil types and tailor your 
plan based on the results.†

Our tailored lawn plans utilize 
the latest technology and 
techniques that help make 
your lawn green and healthy.

MESSAGE OF HOPE BY SISTER CHIRYA

It is Time to be Timeless
Imagine having a bank

that credits your account
each morning with
$86,400! Whatever part
of the balance you fail to
use during the day is
deleted in the evening.
What would you do?
Draw out every cent and
use it well? Of course!!
Each of us has such a
bank – Its name is TIME.
Every morning, it credits
you with 86,400 seconds.
We either invest the day’s
deposits well, or take a
loss. Remember we can
not save time, we can
only spend it!  The clock
is running. Take time to
laugh, it is the music of
the soul. Take time to
think, it is the source of
power. Think less and
think slowly and you will
always have enough time
and energy.  Take time
to read, it is the fountain
of wisdom.   Take time
to love and be loved, it
is a God-given privilege.
Take time to stop, it cre-

ates clarity by slowing
down the mind.  Take
time to meditate, it is the
source of peace. Medita-
tion helps clear the
residue of your past and
eliminate anxiety about
the future.
We spend so much time

‘making up’ our faces to
ensure our appearance
is beautiful , yet we forget
to make up our mind.
Making up our mind
means ensuring our
thoughts are positive and
our feelings towards oth-
ers are filled with good
wishes. Inculcate a habit,
where your thought pat-
terns are those you like:
right, positive and pow-
erful no matter what hap-
pens.
Now is the time to cre-

ate and conserve energy
and use our time wisely.
At the time of waking
emerge a positive
thought, because the first
thought of the day sets
the blueprint for the en-

tire day.  Take time outs
during the day. At night
meditate for ten minutes
or more, just before go-
ing to bed. Generally, it
is anxiety, created from
hurry, worry and over
thinking, which is the
cause of most stress and
sleep abnormalities. “The
hurrier I go the behinder
I get!”  Let the mind rest.
Meditation works by re-
laxing the mind and mak-
ing it more peaceful. The
effect spreads to the hy-
pothalamus, the sleep
center within the brain,
and removes the block-
age. Your time even while
sleeping is well used.
Over time we keep de-

laying our happiness until
things are just right in
our life. We think we will
be happy in a future time,
and then wonder why we
are not happy now. But
life is never just right,
and the future never
comes – there is only
now!  Simply being pres-

ent brings great benefit.
To be present means to
be aware of who I am, to
see the self as an eternal,
imperishable soul neither
created nor destroyed.
The body is perishable
but the soul never dies.
Realizing I am eternal
and forever, “I don’t have
time” is canceled, be-
cause I have all the time
in the world!  
Contact: Yvonne

Chirya Risely
bkchirya@gmail.com
chirya.risely@peacevil-
lageretreat.org
PV Bookshop link:

https://www.peacevil-
l age re t r ea t . o rg / a l l -
books.html 
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We, as human beings,
have evolved to be suspi-
cious.  Since the evolution
of language, which enhanced
our ability to communicate,
we have learned to seek ad-
vice, deceive others, and
cheat others.  Survival has
become a complicated en-
deavor. Although we may
seek out the honest person,
often we are swayed by a
person's voice and delivery;
we also tend to trust those
who look and sound much
like ourselves and our fam-
ilies.  Surprisingly, even those
who have been deceitful in
the past, can be believed
and taken in, again and
again, if their their theories
tend to explain our own dis-
pleasure with society, as a
whole.  The need to be in
control of our own lives is
central, so when an influen-
tial and/or thought-intellect
declares something to be a
truism, it must be so.  As
the world becomes more
and more of a threatening
place, conspiracy theorists
gain an advantage, because
fear is a strong motivator in
human behavior.

Unfortunately, social me-
dia has spread outlandish
conspiracy theories to all.
What someone might say,
face to face, to another, so
another may gauge honesty
or dishonesty, is now stated
as fact on social media out-
lets.  Nearly every major
event has a conspiracy the-
ory attached to it.  Big events
attract conspiracies because
the knowledge the theorist
believes he/she possesses
wouldn't be special in a small
event.  Special knowledge
makes people feel special,
even if the knowledge is not
true.  Observing the truth
appears to be less important
than the feeling that one
gets from spreading a theory.
Wanting to feel special and
unique, clinically, can be

linked to low elf-esteem and
narcissism. Paranoia can
also be added to this list.

In a world where anxiety
is high, a need for order is
more and more necessary.
There is a link between anx-
iety and conspiratorial think-
ing.  Conspiracy theories
often contain information
about perceived threats.  Un-
certainty and anxiety de-
scribe the fundamental feel-
ing of lacking control.  Lack-
ing control creates a need
to restore order.  To do this,
people invent hidden pat-
terns, puppet masters or
other presumptuous expla-
nations for why bad things
happen.

The most common con-
spiracies are associated with
deaths, mass shootings, as-
sassinations, threats to public
health, global warming, alien
visitations, major disasters,
wars, or quests for control
by evil organizations. Many
conspiracy theorists also
show hostility toward au-
thority figures, because au-
thority figures are looked
upon, as those who have
control.  Paranoia plays well
into the perceived threats
for those who believe con-
spiracy theories, because
their fears about the world
at large, may feel personally
invasive.  Conspiracy theo-
rists may believe that they
are the biggest victims of
the conspiracy and that,
when good things happen
to other people, it is because
those people are immorally
benefiting from the conspir-
acy.  This legitimizes jealousy
of other human beings.
When one plays the victim,
and believes other people's
success is undeserved, the
conspiracy theorist is blam-
ing the world for causing
his or her own failures. Per-
sonal responsibility goes out
the window and because it
is too unpleasant to consid-

THE TAPESTRY BY DR. DEBORAH HERODES

Conspiracy Theories
On those who invent them and those who

believe them.

THE CATSKILL GEOLOGISTS BY PROFESSORS ROBERT AND JOHANNA TITUS

Fossil Charcoal?
We continue our pursuit

of evidence to prove or dis-
prove a scientific hypothe-
sis. Specifically, we have
been asking if the ancient
Catskill Delta had been sub-
ject to monsoonal climate
seasons. Had there been
monsoonal rainy seasons
on the Catskill Delta? Had
those been followed by dry
seasons? We are applying
the scientific method in our
efforts. The hypothesis re-
quires that we learn as
much as possible about that
now petrified delta. The
two of us have been doing
just that for decades now
and we have learned a lot
that is pertinent. We also
know other people who
have spent far longer peri-
ods of time studying the
delta. One of those is Dr.
Charles (Chuck) Ver
Straeten of the New York
State Museum. Chuck is a
stratigrapher and a sedi-
mentologist and has devot-
ed a lot of time studying
our state’s Devonian history.
We were in the field with
Chuck one day a few years
ago when he said he wanted
us to see something. He
seemed a bit excited, and
we knew he had found
something good. Take a
look at his photo.

We had been looking at
the sandstones of what ge-
ologists call the Oneonta
Formation. That unit of

rock makes up most of the
petrified Catskill Delta.
Chuck was holding a piece
of charcoal out toward us,
fossil charcoal. We had never
heard of such a thing. Fossil
charcoal was a complete
novelty to us. Had either
one of us found that piece
it is very doubtful that we
would even have recognized
it for what it was. But Chuck
has a very well-trained eye
for the Catskills’ Devonian
rocks. He had found char-
coal before, a number of
times. Take another look at
Chuck’s photo; that’s char-
coal, isn’t it? But it came
out of a local rock!

Anyway, that gets us back
to our main point. This can
be considered evidence for
the monsoonal climate hy-
pothesis. We are guessing
that this charcoal formed
during a seasonal forest fire.
We go on to guess that this
was a dry season fire, started

perhaps by an bolt of light-
ning. It burned a large num-
ber of trees from the Gilboa
Forest and turned some of
that wood into charcoal.
But how strong is this evi-
dence? That is a bit debat-
able. The evidence is con-
sistent with the monsoon
hypothesis, but the problem
is that it is too easy to imag-
ine explanations for forest
fires that don’t require dry
seasons. So, it might be best
to consider this as helpful
but not conclusive evidence. 

The broad point we are
heading towards in this se-
ries is that it is hard to prove
a scientific hypothesis; that’s
the way it’s supposed to be
in science. We will be back
next week and try again.

Contact the authors at
randjtitus@prodigy.net. Join
their facebook page “The
Catskill Geologist.” Read
their blogs at “thecatskill-
geologist.com.”

er.
Conspiracy theorists often

form communities of like-
minded individuals to seek
validation for their views,
rather than criticism.  Con-
spiracies are comforting be-
cause they provide a sense
of order and a way to blame
failure on others. Forming
a community of believers is
important to the theorist be-
cause conspiracy theorists
need validation.  Often con-
spiracy theorists believe the
rest of the world is too dumb
or apathetic to understand
the conspiracy.  In this way,
others, who dismiss con-
spiracy theories, are viewed
as inferior and/or worthy of
hatred.  Conspiracy theorists
prefer to communicate from
a distance and not up close
and personal.  They also
tend to derogate critics.  Crit-
icism must be devalued be-
cause it threatens the in-
tegrity of the conspiracy.

In a world, where deceit
is now the norm, it is fright-
ening to know that conspir-
acy theories will become
more and more removed
from reality.  Unfortunately,
we live in a world that ac-
cepts deceit, over and over
again, and even rewards it.
The likelihood that conspir-
acy theorists will continue
to haunt our airwaves and
social media outlets is enor-
mous.

In the next section of this
article, which will appear
next week, I will take a look
at some of our more well-
known conspiracy theories
and shine some light (hope-
fully) on why they were
spread, and in some cases,
continue to be spread.  Re-
member,  however, when
you begin to read these the-
ories that there was no Holo-
caust, during World War 2!
This conspiracy theory up-
sets me the most!

It is  that time of the
year again when “we fall
back an hour in the Fall”,
in the Spring we spring
forward an hour. As a kid
I loved that rhyme , I guess
I still do. But the other
day I was getting ready to
take my dog Mazee for
her evening walk at a little
after five when I realized
it was completely dark out.
It was then that I realized
that falling back can be
annoying.

OK so why do we do it?
Well it seems that since
the 1918's when Congress
established Daylight Saving
Time it has evoked a twice
yearly questioning and dis-
cussion. In the mid-1970s,
our clocks sprang forward
and never fell back. That
was after 52 years of falling
back. President Nixon was
seeking to maximize
evening sunlight. It ended
up with people complain-
ing that their children were
having to go to school in
the dark and it did not
mitigate the national gas
crisis that they had hoped
for. So in 1974 President
Ford reversed the perma-
nent daylight saving time.
Did that finally resolve the
issue? As you know it did
not. Every year the same
discussion occurs. Just re-
cently the Senate unani-
mously passed legislation
calling for Daylight Saving
Time , which began on
Sunday, March 13, to con-
tinue indefinitely, and end
the practice of “falling
back”. If the house passes
it and President Biden
signs it the change would
take place in November

2023. 
I was convinced in a ca-

sual sort of way, that
Springing forward and
Falling back every year
was more or less normal
and that the discussions/ar-
guments about  Daylight
Saving Time were  pretty
much like the conversations
about Groundhog day and
his supposed predictions.
Just a tradition that we fol-
low. It seems not so, the
idea of changing the clocks
started in World War 1,
when Germany, England
and other countries in the
war sought ways to con-
serve energy. The idea was
that people would spend
more time out of doors
and that way use less en-
ergy in their homes. That
idea is still popular today.
Also it was thought people
would have more time after
work to go shopping and
spend their money. One
belief that I still hear from
some people today, I think
mostly city people, is that
it is helpful to farmers. In
fact farmers, especially
dairy farmers, rallied
against the change. As a
result, it was repealed after
the war and only reintro-
duced in February 1942,
in the midst of World War
11.Then when that war
ended , Daylight Saving
Time was also ended in
September 1945.That
caused chaos, with states
allowed to set their clocks
to whatever they thought
was standard time. Causing
71 of the U.S largest cities
to save time and 59 large
cities did not. It was so

bad a result that the U.S.
Naval Observatory called
America “the world's worse
timekeeper.”

Nationwide standardiza-
tion only arrived in 1966,
when Congress passed the
Uniform Time Act  splitting
the year into 6 months of
Standard time and 6
months of daylight saving.
Then as mentioned earlier
President Nixon failed the
experiment in the mid-
1970s. Through all of this
it continues to be specu-
lated that daylight saving
saves fuel . Some say yes
and some say no. Also in
the mix is the opinion of
some qualified people that
the changes also negatively
affect our health. Again a
topic for speculation. But
my advice considering the
history of Daylight Saving
Time  is the government
should just let it be. In the
meantime I now need to
walk my dog an hour earlier
so we can see where we
are going. 

SAY WHAT? BY ANN DUBOIS

Daylight Savings Time?

All Things Great and Small
A Group Show at RAG

The Roxbury Arts
Group Announces 

All Things Great and
Small

A Group Show
a new exhibit in the
Walt Meade Gallery

November 5  – January
7, 2023

Artist Reception: Satur-
day, November 5 from

3:00 – 5:00 pm 
Submission Deadline:
September 29, 2022 at

4pm
Work due by October

18, 2022
at the Roxbury Arts

Center
5025 Vega Mountain
Road, Roxbury, NY

Normally a once-every-
five-years exhibition, last on
display in 2020, “Large
Works” is coming back to
the Roxbury Arts Center!
The “Large Works” show
will partner with the annual
“Small Works” show under
the new name: “All Things
Great and Small.” Large

Works will fill the Hilt and
Stella Kelly Hall while Small
Works will be featured in
the Walt Meade Gallery. Se-
lection (submission) of the
Large Works portion of this
exhibition will be through
an open call, with applica-
tions due by September 29,
2002.

With no minimum dimen-
sions, the definition of Large
Work is open to interpreta-
tion. The selection panel will
accept applications for works
of any size. For example, if
the piece is a larger format
than the artist traditionally
works in they should explain
that in their artist’s statement.
Previous exhibits have in-
cluded floor to ceiling works
and pieces comprising small-
er elements making up a
large work. Artists are en-
couraged to explore and re-
flect on the topic of “large”
as subject matter as well.
All media will be considered,
including paintings, prints,

photographs, digital work,
drawings, 3-dimensional ob-
jects, or a combination there-
of.

Submission Fee: $20 per
artist, up to three pieces per
artists. Fee is waived for
emerging artists. An emerg-
ing artist is defined as an
artist who has not yet par-
ticipated in a solo or two-
person exhibit. Emerging
artists should contact the
Roxbury Arts Group directly
at 607.326.7908 or com-
munity@roxburyartsgroup.o
rg to submit their work for
consideration.
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HELP WANTED
Help Wanted

Margaretville Senior Dining Cen-
ter Driver
Valid NYS driver’s license, clean
driving record. Ability to relate
well to senior citizens and to help
shut ins stay independent. 15
hours per week, Monday through
Friday, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
$14.40 per hour. Annual, Sick,
and Paid Holidays. . Sign on
bonus of $250.00 after a month
of employment. Applications ac-
cepted until filled at Delaware Op-
portunities Inc., 35430 State
Highway 10, Hamden, NY 13782,
or Margaretville at the Senior Din-
ing Center. Or
RAngerer@delop.org Equal Em-

ployment Opportunity MF/ F/ Dis-
ability/ Protected Veteran Status  

Help Wanted
Gerster Trucking Now Hiring For:
Class A CDL Drivers
Local - Tank Endorsement Re-
quired. Milk Pick Up Routes
Competitive Salary, Health Insur-
ance.

Help Wanted
The Town of Bovina Highway
Department is looking for 

a full time heavy equipment op-
erator.  The applicant must 

be capable of operating highway
equipment, have some 

mechanical skills, have a CDL
class B license or the ability 
to get one and pass a drug

screening.  Benefits are available 

after a probation period.  Con-
tact Highway Superintendent
Edward Weber, at 607-832-

4220 or email at 
bovinahighway@hotmail.com 

Edward Weber
Bovina Highway Superintendent

Help Wanted
DISABLED VETERAN looking

for an aid in the Stamford area.
Flexible hours and flexible days
to do housekeeping and some
meals. 917-670-1647.

Help Wanted
ARKVILLE  - Summer helper,

part time, weekends. Some heavy
lifting and porting. Now through
October. Call David (607) 326-
6829.

Help Wanted

The Town of Middleburgh High-
way Department has an open po-
sition for a Full time Laborer. A
CDL license is preferred but not
required to apply. Please stop at
the Town Clerks office, email the
clerk at tnmidd@gmail.com or
call 518-827-5100 for an applica-
tion.

Help Wanted
Village of Middleburgh is now

taking applications for a Laborer’s
position. Please contact:Village
Clerk at Municipal Building, 309
Main Street; PO Box 789,  Mid-
dleburgh, NY 12122 or call 518-
827-5143 to request application.

Help Wanted
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Town of Bovina Highway
Department is looking for 

a full time heavy equipment op-
erator.  The applicant must 

be capable of operating highway
equipment, have some 

mechanical skills, have a CDL
class B license or the ability 
to get one and pass a drug

screening.  Benefits are available 
after a probation period.  Con-
tact Highway Superintendent
Edward Weber, at 607-832-

4220 or email at 
bovinahighway@hotmail.com 

Edward Weber
Bovina Highway Superintendent

Help Wanted
Computer Technician needed

for local Computer Store, Expe-

rience is a Plus. System Builds,
System repairs, Virus and Spyware
removal, Networking, Security
Camera Installs.   Salary Com-
mensurate Experience.  Call
Michael 518-231-0622 to schedule
and interview 

Help Wanted
The Cornell Cooperative Ex-

tension After-school Program at
Schoharie elementary school is in
need of an Activity Leader. The
program runs from 2 to 5:30pm,
Monday through Friday. If you or
someone you know is interested
in becoming an Activity Leader,
please contact Susan Salisbury at
518-234-4303-extension122 or
sms248@cornell.edu

SERVICES
OFFERED

LEGAL ADVERTISING
Cobleskill, NY 12043.
General Purposes.

LLC Notice
166 JAR LLC Articles

of Org. filed NY Sec. of
State (SSNY) 10/17/22.
Office in Albany Co.
SSNY designated Agent
of LLC whom process
may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of
process to the Martha
Hacklin, 4 Oakwood St,
Albany NY 12208.  Pur-
pose: Any lawful activi-
ty.

LLC Notice
Notice of formation

of limited liability com-
pany (LLC). Name: RLN
Properties, LLC.  Articles
of Organization filed with
the Secretary of State of
New York (SSNY) on
September 26, 2022. Of-
fice location: Schoharie
County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of
the LLC upon  whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process
to: Richard  McPartland,
348 Armlin Hill Road,
Middleburgh, NY 12122.
Purpose: to engage in
any lawful  business of
every kind and character
for which LLCs may be
organized under the New
York  LLC Law, Section
203, or any successor
statute. 

LLC Notice
NOTICE OF FORMA-

TION OF A LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY No-
tice of Formation of Mas-
sage By Beth LLC. Arti-
cles of Organization filed
with Secretary of State
of NY (SSNY) on 2022-
07-18. Office location:
Greene County. United
States Corporation
Agents, Inc. designated
as agent of Limited Lia-
bility Company (LLC)
upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY should mail
process to United States
Corporation Agents, Inc.:
7014 13th Avenue Suite
202 Brooklyn NY 11228.
Purpose: Any lawful pur-
pose

LLC Notice
Notice Of Formation

Of Domestic Limited Li-
ability Company; Name
Of Llc:  Pangman Prop-
erty LLC; Date of filing:
8/3/2022; Office of the
LLC: Schoharie Co.; The
NY Secretary of State
has been designated as
the agent upon whom
process may be served.
NYSS may mail a copy
of any process to the
LLC at 220 Barnerville
Road, Cobleskill, New
York 12043; Purpose of
LLC: Any lawful purpose.

LLC Notice
Notice Of Formation

Of Domestic Limited Li-
ability Company; Name
Of Llc:  Picnic Barn LLC;
Date of filing: 6/20/2022;
Office of the LLC:
Schoharie Co.; The NY
Secretary of State has
been designated as the
agent upon whom
process may be served.
NYSS may mail a copy
of any process to the
LLC at 290 STEIBER
ROAD, STAMFORD, NY,
12167-1746,; Purpose
of LLC: Any lawful pur-
pose.

LLC Notice
Notice Of Formation

Of Domestic Limited Li-
ability Company; Name
Of Llc:  Catskills Junc-
tion LLC; Date of filing:
4/21/2022; Office of the
LLC: Delaware Co.; The
NY Secretary of State
has been designated as
the agent upon whom
process may be served.
NYSS may mail a copy
of any process to the
LLC at DONNA SCHI-
EFFER-KENNEDY, 151
LAKE ROAD, EAST
MEREDITH, NY, 13757;
Purpose of LLC: Any
lawful purpose.

WAJ Fiscal Affairs
Notice

Notice is hereby given
that the fiscal affairs of
the Windham-Ashland-
Jewett Central School
District for the period
beginning on July 1,
2021 and ending on June
30, 2022, have been ex-
amined by Raymond G.
Preusser, CPA, P.C., and
that the report has been
filed in the District Su-
perintendent's office
where it is available as
a public record for in-
spection by all interested
persons. Pursuant to §35
of the General Municipal
Law, the governing
board of  the Windham-
Ashland-Jewett Central
School District, may, in
its discretion, prepare a
written response to the

Shoveling Notice -
Windham

Notice is hereby given
that the Windham Fire
District. #1 of the Town
of Windham, State of
New York, seeks bids for
the shoveling of snow
from the walkways and
area around and about
the Windham Fire House
for the 2022-2023 Win-
ter Season. Sealed bids
will be opened on
Wednesday November
16, 2022, at 6:00 PM at
the Windham Town Hall,
371 St Rt 296, Hen-
sonville, NY 12439, in
the Town of Windham,
State of New York. 
Sealed bids can be

submitted at the meeting
or mailed before Novem-
ber 6, 2022, to Windham
Fire District #1 PO Box
91 Hensonville, NY
12439
By order of the Board

of Fire Commissioners
of the Windham Fire Dis-
trict #1.

Budget Hearing -
Lexington 

Fire District
The Town of Lexing-

ton Fire Districts budget
hearing for the public
on November 7th at 6:30
at the Lexington Munic-
ipal Building.  Copies of
the budget can be ob-
tained at the Lexington
Town Clerk's offic
Snowplow Notice -

Windham
Notice is hereby given

that the Windham Fire
District. #1 of the Town
of Windham, State of
New York, seeks bids for
the plowing of snow
from the parking areas
around and about the
Windham Fire House
and the Hensonville Fire
House for the 2022-
2023 Winter Season.
Sanding and/or salting
will also be required. A
Qualified Contractor
must be fully insured.
Sealed bids will be
opened on Wednesday,
November 16, 2022, at
6:00 PM at the Windham
Town Hall, 371 St Rt
296, Hensonville, NY
12439, in the Town of
Windham, State of New
York. 
Sealed bids can be

submitted at the meeting
or mailed before Novem-
ber 7, 2022, to Windham
Fire District #1 PO Box
91 Hensonville, NY
12439
By order of the Board

of Fire Commissioners
of the Windham Fire Dis-
trict #1.

LLC Notice
NOTICE OF FORMA-

TION of Christina ODon-
nell, LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with the
Secretary of State of New
York (SSNY) on June 7,
2022. Office Location:
Schoharie County. SSNY
designated as agent for
service of process on
LLC. SSNY shall mail a
copy of process to: 136
CC Camp Road, Middle-
burgh, NY 12122. Pur-
pose: Any lawful pur-
pose.

LLC Notice
NOTICE OF FORMA-

TION OF DOMESTIC
LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY; Name of
LLC:  Krissy's Sparkle
Cleaning SVCS LLC;
Date of filing: July 7,
2021; Office of the LLC:
Albany Co.; The NY Sec-
retary of State has been
designated as the agent
upon whom process may
be served.  NYSS may
mail a copy of any
process to the LLC at
Northwest Registered
Agent LLC, 90 State St,
Suite 700, Office 40, Al-
bany NY 12207; Purpose
of LLC: Any lawful pur-
pose.
NOTICE OF FORMA-

TION OF LLC
MINIMALLY INVA-

SIVE TREE REMOVAL,
LLC Articles of Org. filed
NY Sec. of State (SSNY)
09/08/22. Office in
Schoharie Co. SSNY des-
ignated Agent of LLC
whom process may be
served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to the
LLC @ 1881 Western
Ave STE 180, Albany,
NY 12203.  Purpose:
Any lawful activity.

LLC Notice
Dan Hanchett General

Contracting and Stone
Masonry, LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with SSNY on
04/22/2022. Off. Loc.:
Schoharie Co. SSNY de-
sig. as agt. upon whom
process may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: Daniel E. Hanchett,
176 Hill Road,

REAL ESTATE
Vacant Land

5 acres in Jefferson, NY. $35,000
90 acres in Harpersfield, NY, $285,000.

Delaware County Real Estate, 108 Main
Street, Stamford< NY 12167
(607) 652-3311 * www.delcoun-

tyrealestate.com * dcre@logical.net

and otherwise to imple-
ment this Energize NY
Open C-PACE Financing
Program pursuant to the
Constitution and laws of
New York, including par-
ticularly Article IX of the
Constitution, Section 10
of the Municipal Home
Rule Law, the Enabling
Act, and this local law. 
D.) This local law,

which is adopted pur-
suant to Section 10 of
the Municipal Home Rule
Law and the Enabling
Act shall be known and
may be cited as the “En-
ergize NY Open C-PACE
Local Law”. 
Section §2. This Local

Law shall take effect
upon proper filing with
the Office of the Secre-
tary of State. 
Further information

and access to a copy of
said Local Law Number
3 of 2022 Repealing and
Replacing Local Law
Number 2 of 2022, is
available for review in
the Office of the Clerk
of the Greene County
Legislature, Suite 408,
411 Main Street, Catskill,
New York 12414, and
on the Greene County
website: www.discover-
greene.com

Public Notice -
Schoharie County
NOTICE IS HEREBY

GIVEN, that the Board
of Supervisors of the
County of Schoharie has
scheduled its Annual
Meeting on November
14, 2022 at 9:00 am and
will meet in the Board
Chambers, County Office
Building, 284 Main
Street, Schoharie, New
York, for the purpose of
holding a public hearing
on the 2023 Tentative
Budget together with
such other business as
may come before the
Board.
Further notice is here-

by given that copies of
said tentative budget are
available at the Office
of the Clerk of the Board
of Supervisors, located
on the 3rd floor of the
County Office Building
at 284 Main Street,
Schoharie, New York,
where they may be in-
spected or procured by
any interested person
during normal business
hours.
Pursuant to Section

359 of the County Law,
the maximum salaries
that may be fixed and
payable during said fiscal
year to members of said
Board of Supervisors
and to the Chairman
thereof, respectively, are
hereby certified as fol-
lows:
Members of the Board

of Supervisors (each):
$14,535.00
Chairman of the

Board of Supervisors:
$25,274.00

Public Notice - 
Sheriff’s Notice of

Sale - Ulster County
STATE OF NEW

YORK 
SHERIFF'S DOCKET

#22-782 
SUPREME COURT:

COUNTY OF ULSTER 
Rebecca Zilenziger vs.

Catskill Ventures, LLC
and Ian Cruickshank,
Docketed with the Ulster
County Clerk's Office No-
vember 01, 2021 and
docketed with Delaware
County Clerk's Office on
January 25, 2022. Judg-
ment Creditor's Attor-
ney-Thompson & Skra-
banek, PLLC 42 W. 38th
Street, Suite 1002 New
York, NY 10018 
By Virtue of an Exe-

cution issued out of the
State of New York, Ulster
County, in favor of Re-
becca Zilenziger And
against Defendant(s)
Catskill Ventures, LLC
and Ian Cruisckshank. I
have seized and taken
all the right, title and in-
terest of the said Catskill
Ventures, LLC and Ian
Cruickshank, (Defen-
dant, and Judgment
Debtor) in and to the
following described
property, to wit: 
I am selling the above,

subject to any liens, chat-
tels, mortgages, condi-
tional sales or any other
encumbrances. 
* TERMS OF SALE:

report and file any such
response in the District
Superintendent's office
as a public record for
inspection by all inter-
ested persons not later
than January 13, 2023.

Public Notice -
Greene County
The Greene County

Legislature on October
5th, 2022, adopted Local
Law Number 3 of the
Year 2022, as follows:
Local Law Number 3

of 2022
A Local Law To Re-

peal And Replace Local
Law Number 2 Of 2022
To Establish A Sustain-
able Energy Loan Pro-
gram (Open C-Pace) In
The County Of Greene
BE IT ENACTED, by

the Legislature of the
County of Greene, as fol-
lows:
SUMMARY OF LO-

CAL LAW NUMBER 3
OF 2022
NOTICE IS FUR-

THER GIVEN, that the
Greene County Legisla-
ture enacted:
Section §1: known as

the “Energize NY Open
C-PACE Financing Pro-
gram” and shall read as
follows: Legislative find-
ings, intent and purpose,
authority.
A.) It is the policy of

both the Municipality
and the State of New
York (the “State”) to
achieve energy efficiency
and renewable energy
improvements, reduce
greenhouse gas emis-
sions, mitigate the effect
of global climate change,
and advance a clean en-
ergy economy. The Mu-
nicipality finds that it
can fulfill this policy by
providing property as-
sessed clean energy fi-
nancing to Qualified
Property Owners for the
installation of renewable
energy systems and en-
ergy efficiency measures.
This local law establishes
a program that will allow
the Energy Improvement
Corporation (as defined
below, “EIC”), a local
development corpora-
tion, acting on behalf of
the Municipality pur-
suant to the municipal
agreement (the “Munic-
ipal Agreement”) to be
entered into between the
Municipality and EIC, to
make private funds avail-
able to Qualified Prop-
erty Owners that will be
repaid through charges
on the real properties
benefited by such funds,
thereby fulfilling the pur-
poses of this local law
and accomplishing an
important public pur-
pose. This local law pro-
vides a method of im-
plementing the public
policies expressed by,
and exercising the au-
thority provided by the
Enabling Act. 
B). This Local Law

repeals and replaces Lo-
cal Law No. 2 of 2022
for the purposes of
amending the definitions
contained within Local
Law No. 2 of 2022 of
municipal and non-mu-
nicipal liens as applica-
ble to PILOT Agree-
ments. 
C.) The Municipality

is authorized to execute,
deliver, and perform the
Municipal Agreement

10% DUE AT THE TIME
OF SALE IN THE FORM
OF CASH OR CERTI-
FIED CHECK, BAL-
ANCE DUE WITHIN 10
DAYS OF THE SALE
DATE. 
DATE OF SALE: De-

cember 13 2022 TIME
OF SALE: 1:00 SALE
WILL BE CONDUCTED
AT: DELAWARE COUN-
TY PUBLIC SAFETY
BUILDING, 280
PHOEBE LANE, DELHI
NEW YORK. 
D E S C R I P T I O N

LANDS NOW OR FOR-
MERLY OF 
CATSKILL VEN-

TURES, LLC TOWN OF
MIDDLETOWN, COUN-
TY OF DELAWARE,
STATE OF NEW YORK 
All that certain tract,

piece, or parcel of land
situate in the Town of
Middletown, County of
Delaware, State of New
York, lying Westerly of
Red Kill Road and
Northerly of Abbey Road
(Private Road), and be-
ing more particularly
bounded and described
as follows: 
BEGINNING at a

point on the centerline
of Red Kill Road, said
point being at the inter-
section of the Easterly
extension of the Norther-
ly road boundary of
Abbey Road (Private
Road) ( 50-foot-wide
right-of-way) and as
shown on a map entitled
“Map Of Lands Of Mary
& Ulrich Von Ziegesar
Situate In Lot 6 Arm-
strong 9000 Acre Tract
Great Lot 8 Hardenburgh
Patent," situate in Town
of Middletown, Delaware
County, New York, pre-
pared by Daniel C. Dun-
ham, L.L.S., dated July
12, 1973 and filed in the
office of the Delaware
County Clerk on Sep-
tember 6, 1973 as Map
No. 1565 and runs
thence from said Point
of Beginning along said
Northerly road boundary
of Abbey Road North 62
deg. 30 min. 36 sec.
West 1,345.89 feet to
the most Northwesterly
corner of said Abbey
Road; thence along the
division line between the
lands now or formerly
of Catskill Ventures, LLC
as described in Book
1497 at Page 291 on the
Northeast and the lands
now or formerly of Mary
Lena Fama and Dillon
James McRoberts as de-
scribed in Book 1656 at
Page 204 on the South-
west, North 62 deg. 18
min. 52 sec. West 626.46
feet to its point of inter-
section with the division
line between the said
lands now or formerly
of Catskill Ventures, LLC
on the Southeast and the
lands now or formerly
of Jeanette Mundt and
Edward Vena as de-
scribed in Book 1588 at
Page 187 on the North-
west; thence North 29
deg. 27 min. 26 sec. East
along the last mentioned
division line 664.56 feet
to its point of intersec-
tion with the common
division line between the
said lands now or for-
merly of Catskill Ven-
tures, LLC on the South-
east and the lands now
or formerly of Arthur E.
Stanton as described in
Book 750 of Deeds at
Page 1169 and lands
now or formerly of Wal-
ter P. Monastyrski as de-
scribed in Book 658 at
Page 272 on the North-
east; thence along the
last mentioned common

Services Offered
My services of vac-

uuming and rug sham-
pooing to Schoharie
County Seniors. Apart-
ments only. Monday-
Friday, Noon to 3:00
PM. $15 per room.
518-231-2359. 

ANTIQUES
All old, most over 100 years, solid wood,

not reproductions: dark wood music cabinet
with drawer and shelves, light wood cradle
with solid ends and sides, oak short chest of
drawers, dark wood sewing caddy,  upholstered
ornate platform rocker.  All in very good con-
dition. Not cheap but reasonable asking prices.
Call for pic and price, Pat  at 518-827-7508.

ANTIQUES

SEEKING
We are looking for

a person to do
stonework on our stone
walls in Stamford, NY.
(607) 652-2449.

division line the follow-
ing two (2) courses: 1)
South 62 deg. 47 min.
08 sec. East 1,141.15
feet to a point; and 2)
South 63 deg. 17 min.
19 sec. East 230.29 feet
to its point of intersec-
tion with the division
line between the said
lands now or formerly
of Catskill Ventures, LLC
on the Northwest and
the lands now or for-
merly of Stephan Said
and Anushay Said as de-
scribed in Book 1665 of
Deeds at Page 331 on
the Southeast; thence
South 20 deg. 27 min.
55 sec. West along the
last mentioned division
line 628.60 feet to its
point of intersection with
the division line between
the said 
lands now or formerly

of Catskill Ventures, LLC
on the Southeast and the
said lands now or for-
merly of Stephan Said
and Anushay Said on the
Northwest; thence South
62 deg. 34 min. 42 sec.
East along the last men-
tioned division line and
along its Easterly exten-
sion 509.89 feet to a
point on the centerline
of Red Kill Road; thence
South 36 deg. 59 min.
24 sec. West along said
centerline of Red Kill
Road 52.37 feet to the
point or place of begin-
ning and containing
22.48 acres of land,
more or less. 
C.T. MALE ASSOCI-

ATES Engineering, Sur-
veying, Architecture,
Landscape Architecture
& Geology, D.P.C. 
DESCRIPTION AREA

= 22.48+ ACRES OF
LAND
Subject to any right,

title, or interest the Town
of Middletown and the
traveling public may
have in and to that por-
tion of Red Kill Road
which lies within the
highway bounds. 
Subject to any ease-

ments, covenants, rights-
of-way, or restrictions of
record. 

Public Notice - 
Seward

Notice is hereby given
that there will be a board
meeting on November
14, 2022, at 6:30 pm to
adopt the 2023 budget
for the Town of Seward
at 795 Lowe Road,
Cobleskill NY.  The ten-
tative budget has been
filed in the Town Clerk’s
office and is available
for inspection by any in-
terested person, during
regular business hours.
The tentative budget
compiled by the Seward
Town Board.
Town Supervisor:

$4,500.00/year
Council Members: (4)

– $1,000.00 each -
$4,000.00 Total/year
A s s e s s o r :

$12,360.00/year
Town Justice:

$6,289.00/year  
Town Clerk:

$11,615.00/year
Highway Superinten-

dent:  $$51,660.00/year
Public Notice - 

Jefferson
Highway Superinten-

dent Chris Cordone has
posted the following
roads as seasonal start-
ing December 1, 2022
through April 1, 2023.
Jones Hill Rd from

#270 to #188 , Stern-
berg Rd from Peck St to
327 Sternberg Rd, Buck
Hill Rd from Turkey Hill
Rd to 139 Buck Hill Rd,
244 Fuller District Rd
to Moore Rd, and Mor-
risville Rd from #106
to #194. 
Residents are remind-

ed, Pursuant to #1219
Subdivision 7 of the Ve-
hicle and Traffic Law,
that it is against the law
to plow snow across a
public road or leave
snow piles on or near
the side of the road, as

OPENING
Fine Art Photogra-

phy Gallery
Grand Opening
Aug. 6 10 a.m. to 5

p.m.
or by appointment.
Wildlife photogra-

pher with thousands
of photos for sale.email:
fritz112@aol.com

this can create a hazard
to both vehicles and
snowplow equipment.
Residents are remind-

ed that Pursuant to
#1660 Subdivision 8 of
the Vehicle and Traffic
Law and the Town of
Jefferson Local Law #1
of 1997, the Town High-
way Superintendent is
authorized to remove
and store, at the owner's
expense, any vehicles
parked or abandoned on
Town highways during
snowstorms or other
emergencies or are
found unattended where
such vehicle
constitutes an ob-

struction for the removal
of snow. The Town will
not be held responsible
for any damage occurred
during removal or stor-
age of said vehicle. The
Town is not liable for
damage to mailboxes in
the highway right-of-way
caused by snow removal
or road repair. 
November 2, 2022

Chris Cordone, Super-
intendent of Highways,
Town of Jefferson.

Public Notice - 
Middleburgh

The Village of Mid-
dleburgh will be cleaning
the Cemetery November
21, 2022 through No-
vember 25, 2022. Any-
thing left at Cemetery
will be removed.

Public Notice - 
Lexington

The Lexington Fire
District is holding elec-
tions on December 13th
at the Lexington Munic-
ipal Building on Route
42 from 6pm to 9pm.
All are invited.

Public Notice - 
Delaware County
A regular meeting of

the Delaware County Soil
and Water Conservation
District (SWCD) Board
of Directors will be held
on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 16, 2022 at 11:00
at the SWCD office, 44
West Street, Walton, NY.

Public Notice - 
Prattsville

Notice is hereby given
that a public hearing will
be held at the Prattsville
Town Hall, 14517 Main
Street, Prattsville, NY on
Wednesday, November
16, 2022 at 6:00pm.
The purpose of the pub-
lic hearing is to adopt
the 2023 Town Budget,
and anything else that
may come before the
Town Board. 
The following are pro-

posed salaries for certain
Town Officers of the
Town of Prattsville:
Supervisor: $9,200
Town Clerk: $7,200
Highway: $15,000
Tax Collector: $3,000
Council: $6,240
Justices: $9,980
Assessor: $12,263
All comments and

concerns from parties
interested in this matter
will be heard at such
time and place.

Public Notice - 
Windham

Due to the regular
Town Board meeting of
the Town of Windham
falling on Thanksgiving
Day the meeting has
been rescheduled for
Wednesday, November
23, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.
at the Town Hall, 371
St. Rt. 296, Hensonville,
NY.  

Public Notice - 
Roxbury

Please take notice that
the annual election of
the Roxbury Fire District
will take place on Tues-
day, December 13th,
2022 between the hours
of 6pm and 9pm at the
basement of the Roxbury
Fire Hall, 53613 Main
Street, Roxbury NY
12474 for the purpose
of electing one Commis-
sioner for a five year
term, commencing Jan-
uary 1, 2023 and ending
December 31, 2027.
Candidates for the Dis-
trict Office shall file their
names with the Secretary
of the Fire Commission,
Laura Bouton, in person
or at mailing address
Roxbury Fire District,
PO Box 421, Roxbury
NY 12474 or in person,
no later than December
8th, 2022.

Public Notice - 
Schoharie County
Public notice is here-

by made that the County
of Schoharie is applying
for federal financial as-
sistance to provide pub-
lic transportation service
as follows:  commuter,
demand response and
route deviation service
for 2021-2023 for
Schoharie County, with
additional routes for em-
ployment, medical, and
ancillary services in Cap-
ital District and Coop-
erstown.  
Public notice is fur-

ther made that the Coun-
ty of Schoharie is also
applying for federal fi-
nancial assistance for
operating assistance and
Mobility Management
that will be used to pro-
vide public transporta-
tion service to residents
of Schoharie County. 
The transportation

service will be available
to the general public dur-
ing all hours of opera-
tion.  The project is ex-
pected to be financed
by federal 5311,
CRRSAA and ARPA pub-
lic transportation funds,
with additional funds to
be provided from the
State of New York and
the County of Schoharie.
The total federal share
is expected to be
$1,705,516.
Comments on the

proposed project are in-
vited from the general
public, private bus taxi
companies, other public
transportation providers
and human service agen-
cies.  Interested parties
may comment on the
project or obtain more
details about the project
by writing to:
Christine Kraemer, Di-

rector
Schoharie County

Public Transportation
114 Rock Road
Cobleskill, NY 12043
(518) 234-0952 or

christine.kraemer@co.sc
hoharie.ny.us
Human service agen-

cies that receive assis-
tance from other Federal
agencies for non-emer-
gency transportation
services are encouraged
to participate and coor-
dinate with the provider
in the planning, design
and delivery of trans-
portation services.
Agencies may obtain
copies of the service de-
scription and submit pro-
posals for service coor-
dination.  Private bus
and taxi operators may
request copies of the
project service descrip-
tion from the above
named person and may
submit comments on the
service as described.  
If you wish to com-

ment on any aspect of
the proposed project,
submit a proposal or a
request for service co-
ordination or request a
public hearing on this
project, you must make
your interest known in
writing within ten days
of the date of this publi-
cation and provide your
comments within ten
days of your receipt of
the project service de-
scription.  Your requests
and/or comments must
be forwarded to the
above person.  

Public Notice - 
Stamford

The following terms
of office will be up for
Election on March 21,
2023: Mayor position –
4 Year Term; Trustee po-
sition –  4 year term:
Trustee position – 2 Year
Term. The Election will
be held from 12:00PM
to 9:00PM in the Village
Hall Board Room (84
Main Street, Stamford
NY 12167).

Public Notice - 
Windham

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that a public
hearing shall be held be-
fore the Town Board of
the Town of Windham
at 371 State Rt. 296,
Hensonville, NY on No-
vember 23, 2022 at 6:50
pm upon adopting pro-
posed draft Local Law
#7 of 2022. This local
law provides for the ad-
ministration and enforce-
ment of the New York
State Uniform Fire Pre-
vention and Building
Code (the Uniform
Code) and the State En-
ergy Conservation Con-

FOR RENT
Mobile Home for

Rent in Senior Park in
Roxbury. Recently ren-
ovated, partially fur-
nished 2  bedroom/1
bath with covered front
deck, small back deck,
storage building, re-
frigerator, LP gas
kitchen stove,
washer/dryer hookup,
municipal water and
sewer. Absolutely no
smokers or pets al-
lowed.  Security and
references required.
$800 per month. Call
607-326-7067.
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LEGAL ADVERTISING
PLEASE TAKE NO-

TICE that the Delaware
County Board of Super-
visors will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday, No-
vember 22, 2022 at 1:00
p.m. in the Board of Su-
pervisors Room of the
Senator Charles D. Cook
County Office Building,
111 Main Street, Delhi,
NY concerning the 2023
Tentative Budget. 

All persons desiring

struction Code (the En-
ergy Code) in the Town
of Windham.       

At such time anyone
wishing to speak upon
this matter shall be
heard. Copies of the pro-
posed local law shall be
available at the Town
Clerk’s office located at
371 State Rt. 296, Hen-
sonville, NY prior to the
public hearing. 

Public Notice - 
Delaware County

christa.schafer@co.dela
ware.ny.us. Written com-
ments may also be sub-
mitted to the address
above at least one week
in advance of the hearing
date. 

to comment on said mat-
ter shall be heard at the
aforementioned time and
place. The Board of Su-
pervisors Room is ac-
cessible to persons with
disabilities. Citizens who
require assistance, ac-
commodations, or wish
to provide written com-
ment should contact the
Clerk of the Board at
607-832-5110, or by
email at

74 Main Street
Stamford NY 12167

http://theantiqueknot.com
631-338-4996

Claiborne Exhibit Nov. 20th
Kevin Claiborne’s com-

positions of souvenirs,
fragments, and poetry
animate characters and
situations that might oth-
erwise seem to be fixed
in a place and time. Clai-
borne’s work reveals the
social hierarchies and
prescriptive narratives
that marginalize Black
Americans –– especially
Black youth. Starting with
a photograph of a known
person, place, or object
–– often himself as a
child, Claiborne collages
text onto the snapshot
giving his subject a dif-
ferent persona and an
imaginary voice. Can we
read the boy's mind? Or
is this a man of the future
speaking but not being
heard? Or maybe a voice
from the past? Hearing
voices is usually ascribed
in literature, film, and in
real life, to be a disrup-
tion to the “normal” way
of being in the world.
Could these fragments of
voices be speaking more
truth than the picture
alone is inclined to re-
veal? Claiborne’s frag-
mentary compositions
perform to create outlets

for self-expression,
agency, and healing.

Kevin Claiborne’s re-
cent collage poems and
prints present a concep-
tual process that resem-
bles the work of an ar-
chaeologist, gathering
and composing frag-
ments to reveal what may
have been deeply buried
or inaccessible to con-
temporary points of view.
These archeological com-
positions of fragments
are the artist’s attempt
at getting to a truth.  Clai-
borne “digs up” his pri-
mary source materials
from family photo albums
and collections of per-
sonal snapshots, adding
cut-and-pasted fragments
of text from published
sources and from his own
writings across the sur-
face. These “all-over” text
elements seem to be laid
down by wind or water.
He then photographically
re-captures the compo-
sition to complete it for
consideration by the
viewer, who is encour-
aged to bring to the ex-
perience something of
their own past and pres-
ent. Claiborne’s method

is not born of a desire to
disrupt, but instead, his
method aims to reveal
and to heal when and if
time and opportunity will
permit. In addition to
photographic prints, this
exhibition, entitled, un-
derstand me, will feature
Claiborne's recent mixed
media paintings.

Consider a few lines
from a poem Claiborne
wrote in 2020:

your desire to be seen
and celebrated by the
same system that was de-
signed to destroy you..
where does that come
from, and where can it
take you?

[…] what does new
truth look like?

listen.
Kevin Claiborne: un-

derstand me
Sunday, November 20,

2022
exhibition preview: 12

- 5 pm
opening reception: 5 -

7 pm
on view until January

20, 2023
Thursday - Friday 12 -

6 pm (and by appoint-
ment)

Fire Hits Grand Gorge
A small fire broke out
on the back side of

Taits Motel Tuesday af-
ternoon. The motel was
evacuated. It appears
most the damage was
confined to exterior

siding with only minor
smoke inside. 

It was called in by resi-
dents of GG Senior

Apts. and an employer
of Delaware Opportuni-
ties Senior Meals site.
Photos by Michael Mar-

tin.

BodyStories Performance
this Weekend

BodyStories: Teresa
Fellion Dance and Mid-
dlebrook Arts Research
+ Residency Center are
excited to announce an-
other Dancing with Hors-
es event with JoAnna
Mendl Shaw and The
Equus Projects! The
event will be held from
November 10, 2022 until
November 13, 2022.
Joining us will also be
horse trainer and musi-
cian Dan McCarthy, Fairs-
ing Farm, and Teresa Fel-
lion. Dancing with Horses
is an experience to ex-
plore the dialogues be-
tween humans and
equines through physical
listening. For more in-
formation please visit:
https://www.equus-on-
site.org/dancing-with-
horses-in-the-catskills

As a special new de-
velopment, on Saturday
evening November 12th
at 7:30pm, The Equus
Projects will perform
their newest dance the-
ater work, Interspecies
Journey, a merging of
live dance, STORY-
TELLING & film excerpts

from IMPRINTED, a doc-
umentary about passion
and compassion. 

Saturday, November 12
at 7:30 P.M. The per-
formance is free, with a
suggested $10 donation!
For more information or
to RSVP, please contact
info@bodystoriesfel-
lion.org. All audience
members must RSVP in
advance. 

Inner Wheel Travels

Several members of the Stamford-Hobart Inner Wheel Club drove to
Rhinebeck in August to attend their annual luncheon. Local members
pictured at the Fosters Coach House Tavern are, from left: Nancy

Beisler, third from left; Chris Santomassino, fourth from the left; Cathy
Adams, Donna Prehna and Betty Bergleitner, far right.



This is the time of the
year when many gardeners
look back on the previous
growing season and make
notes as to what worked
and what did not work in
our gardens. Well, we should
make notes, because despite
how certain we think we
are to remember details,
they seem to disappear over
the long winter.. This week
I will dwell on the failures
and next week I will highlight
the successes. 
My 2022 vegetable garden

was one of my worst ever,
for several reasons.  I could
blame the unprecedented,
12 week drought my area
experienced between July
and September, which no-
body could have predicted,
but this past season, I
thought I was well prepared
for such an event. I set up a
250 gallon watering trough,
complete with a garden hose
attachment that would sup-
plement the three, fifty five
gallon drums I have had for
many years. For the first
time in 20+ years I was
able to capture and store
hundreds of gallons of water,
from even a few inches of
rain runoff from my shed.
So I planted and watered
my garden in May and inti
June, confident that even a
few passing showers would
replenish my water supply.
Sadly, those showers never
happened and by July, I
found myself out of water. 
My 50 bulbs of garlic,

which looked beautiful in
May, languished in June and
July in the drought and when
I harvested it on July 23,
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EDITORIAL

Election Season
most of the bulbs where
about half the size I had an-
ticipated. The “Early Sun-
glow” sweet corn I planted
on June 19th, quit growing
by July 19th and despite
being only a 63 days to ma-
turity variety, the stalks only
grew to be about knee high
and the few, tiny, ears that
formed, were eaten by a
raccoon sometime in Au-
gust. I hardly even noticed,
since it was obviously not
worth the effort to make
the garden raccoon proof. 
My annual “pride and joy”

crops are tomatoes and cu-
cumbers. I buy my “Big
Beef” tomato transplants at
Story’s nursery in May and
repot them into pint size
containers by early June.
Sixteen ounce, red “Solo”
cups are not just used for
disguising one’s beer at
places that don’t allow al-
cohol! They make ideal step
up containers from the cell
packs, if holes are poked in
the bottom. (Not for beer
though) My transplants
thrived happily in these big-
ger pots as they sat on my
picnic table for a month. I
like to experiment with at
least one new cherry tomato
variety each year and a read-
er was kind enough to send
me five seeds of a red cherry
variety that I was certain to
recall the name of. Of course
I forget both the reader’s
name and the variety name. 
I save seed from all sorts

of winter squash and a friend
of mine starts my Brussels
sprouts (Long Island Im-
proved) as well as cucum-
bers (Marketmore and a
pickling variety) which I
also transplant into the Solo
cups. By mid-June, my pic-
nic table had dozens of
beautiful transplants grow-
ing happily in their red cups
and I was a happy and con-
fident gardener! 
About the same time it

stopped raining, I was shop-
ping at my local Dollar store,
where I spotted a herbicide
product I was unfamiliar
with. It was called “Weed
and Grass Killer”. The first
listed active ingredient was
Diquat. I was somewhat fa-
miliar with Diquat, as a sys-
temic chemical and I decided
to try it out on some Mug-
wort, a nasty weed  that
had just arrived on my prop-
erty a few years ago and
was rapidly spreading, 
I was pleased to see that

it killed the Mugwort pretty
quickly, so on a hot June af-
ternoon, I sprayed it all over
my driveway, not at all con-
cerned that my transplants,
sitting three feet above the
driveway, on my picnic table,
would be affected. One week
later I noticed that something
was wrong with everything.
The tomato plants stopped
growing new leaves or flow-
ers. Instead they grew thicker
and thicker stems, with
greener and greener leaves
that curled downward. The
cucumbers and squash just
stopped growing, but did
not die outright. The Brussels
sprouts looked OK. They
actually grew into monster
size plants, but failed to pro-
duce a single sprout by Oc-
tober when I finally pulled
them out!
Oftentimes, vegetable

transplants will outgrow her-
bicide drift, so I transplanted
everything into my well pre-
pared garden beds and wait-
ed, and waited, and waited.
Sadly, they never grew, but
also did not die. For the first
time ever, I experienced a
total tomato, squash, Brus-
sels sprouts and cucumber
failure. Thanks to my kind
neighbors and friends, I was
able to enjoy some of their
harvest but there will be no
pickles or tomato sauce to
enjoy this winter in Florida!  

the sorting table near the
glass dumpster, then the
plastic's bag is carried to
the sorting shed for plastics.
The table is overflowing as
usual while the nice man
who does the sorting tries
his best to keep ahead of it.
I help by flattening the milk
jugs before I put them on
the table.  The last bag of
recyclables contains the
week's cans.  I carry them
to the dumpster, empty them
over the side and pause for
a bit to look at the contents
of the dumpster.  It always
amazes me how many coffee
cans are in there.  I don't
think I've ever thrown away
a coffee can willingly.  Such
a nice big container with a
tight fitting top, the possi-
bilities are endless.  Given
enough empty coffee cans,
a large supply of duct tape
and a barrel or two of WD
40 most of the world's prob-
lems could be solved.  The
dumpster sides are just too
tall so I leave the cans and
drive the garbage bag over
to the building with the
squisher, pay the nice man
and head for home, enough
excitement for today!
On the way home I spend
a few moments remember-
ing trips to the dump when
the dump was really a dump.
No Dewey Decimaling the
trash, you just drove in,
waved to the guy in the

little booth near the en-
trance, drove to the pile
and tossed everything onto
it.  You could then look
around and see if there was
anything lying there that
you might use.  I frequently
returned home with more
in the car than I had left
with, but it was all good
stuff.  I've still got stuff I
found at the dump twenty
years ago.  My sons loved
going, it was one big treas-
ure hunt.  Recycling without
the hassle.  The old dump
had it all, excitement, dis-
covery, treasure and if you
had brought your pellet gun,
big game hunting.  Nothing
like staring down the barrel
of your trusty rifle at a
snarling twelve pound dump
rat to get your heart pump-
ing and as if that wasn't
dangerous enough there
was always the added thrill
of trying to explain to your
wife why you had hauled
home all the junk you had
in the car.  The Transfer
Station may seem tame but
it's probably a better idea
from the point of family re-
lationships!
Thought for the week--You
know you are getting old
when the candles cost more
than the cake.  --Bob Hope
Until next week, may you
and yours be happy and
well.
whittle12124@yahoo.com    

around the house, gathering
up the contents of our many
and varied waste baskets, I
pulled the garbage bag out
of the large container in
which it resides and stuffed
the house's collection into
it.  It fit with only a little
persuasion and a few knee
bumps.  Some weeks it re-
quires grunts, groans and a
full fanny sit.  I tie the top,
noting with satisfaction that
there are no foreign objects
poking through the bag al-
lowing garbage to leak out,
and stuff it into Casper, the
Friendly Kia's commodious
back end, so much for the
throw away stuff, on to the
recycling.  
We put all the stuff to be
recycled into one large old
clay crock.  This means ei-
ther I have to put it in a
separate bag, haul it to the
Transfer Station and sort it
there which involves running
back and forth between
dumpsters and small build-
ings like a rat in a test maze
or sorting it before I leave
the house, which is what I
start to do.  
I have a system, I have
cleverly driven screws into
the garage door's framework
on which I hang three empty
grocery bags.  I then sort
the contents of the recycling
crock into the bags, cans in
the top bag, plastic in the
middle bag and glass in the
bottom bag.  I tie off the
bags and stuff them into
the car.  All that remains is
to flatten any cardboard
boxes and tie up any news-
papers lying around and try
to add them to the by now
bulging mass that Casper's
trying gamely to swallow.
I hop into the driver's seat
and pull out of the yard and
being out of earshot of any
local critics, I sing my Lone
Ranger song--"To the dump,
to the dump, to the dump,
dump, dump".  All too soon
I arrive at the Transfer Sta-
tion.  First I bring the papers
to the paper shed, next the
flattened cardboard to the
flattened cardboard shed,
the glass bottles go onto

With a few local races exempted, there weren't a lot of positions
on our local ballots this week. The higher-profile County Judge
races and a smattering of village and town elections were the
main attractions for voters in Schoharie, Delaware, and Greene
Counties outside of the big state and federal prizes.
Most of the results were not unexpected, and the general rule of

thumb was that if you were an incumbent, you won with a pretty
large margin. The upside of the elections being over, regardless of
who won, is that the endless stream of campaign fliers in our mail-
boxes will cease for a few months.
I'm glad to see the Democratic process work smoothly in our

local area, with the results (especially in Schoharie County)
reported as quickly as possible. After voting, I ran into County
Board Chair and Conesville Town Supervisor Bill Federice, who
was making sure that voting systems were working as they should.
Of course, the work of dozens of poll watchers and workers
ensured a high-turnout, low-problem election. We should all be
grateful to live in our system, as imperfect as it is.
We're looking forward to the wider County-wide elections next

year. Hopefully, with high participation (both in running and
voting) we will elect local officers with our best interests at heart.
Considering our unique challenges, clean candidates with new
ideas is essential-- and something that we don't always get.
However, it's something that we all deserve. 
- Matthew Avitabile
Publisher

For more information or about syndication, contact Mr. Shears at shear-
swm@protonmail.com.

RUSTY AND LILA BY BILLY SHEARS

WHITTLING AWAY WITH DICK BROOKS

To the Dump
I awoke the other morning
feeling a need for change
in the daily routine, I needed
to do something out of the
ordinary to put a little ex-

citement back into my life.
I decided to go to the Trans-
fer Station.  
I still call it "The Dump",
the Queen has corrected

me frequently enough that
I say, "Transfer Station" in
her presence but mentally
it remains "The Dump".  I
did my customary lap



The
Catskills Chronicle
Serving the Central Catskills • A Section of The Mountain Eagle

Rip Van Winkle

ACTRESS ART..E5 
SACRED SOIL...E8 

Get the Latest Online
INDEX

For video, photo galleries, and 

breaking news,  

go to: the-mountaineagle.com  

or visit us on Facebook

Obituaries..............................D2 
Here’s The Scoop..................E4 
Schoharie Valley & Co...........B1 
Windham Weekly...................C1 
Letters...................................A4 

Tri-County News....................D1 
Catskill Geologists.................D1 
Editorial.................................D8 
Whittling Away.......................D1 
Classifieds..........................D&E 

6
Christine O

Christine@Timbe
:Call or Text:

Licensed Rea

#catskillsrealestatela

• 8 Minutes to Belleayre
• Ideal Airbnb Option
• More than 3,000 sf

• Steeped in Character
• Lovingly Restored

Offered at $679,000

MLS #: 136699

O’Shaughnessy

erlandProperties.net
607.287.0424

al Estate Salesperson

Margaretville NY 12455

Rich History

75 Bridge Street, M

ady

 Volume 7, No. 43     mountaineaglenews@gmail.com          FRIDAY, November 11, 2022                                                           $1.00 

Fields Of Fun In photo at left, Stella Sines, left, and Sayge 
McDermott enjoy pumpkin decorating at Mar-
garetville Central School’s Fall Festival. Above, 

Olivia Fensterer, right, just outpaces Kaily 
DeJesus during Fall Festival last week. More 
photos on E4. — Photos by Julia Marks

Molinaro Edges Riley In Congressional Race
By Brian Sweeney
In a closely watched 

race with national impli-
cations, Republican Dut-
chess County Executive 
Marc Molinaro defeated 
Democrat Josh Riley, an 
attorney from Endicott, 
to win the contest in 
New York’s 19th Con-
gressional District in the 
November 8 midterm 
elections.  

Unofficial results with 
about 95 percent of the 
vote counted on Wed-
nesday showed Molinaro 
leading 142,663 to 
136,471 and the race 
had been called in Moli-
naro’s favor.  

New alignment
With redistricting, the 

new 19th Congressional 
District stretches from 
the Finger Lakes to the 
Southern Tier, from 
parts of the lower Hud-
son Valley to Greene and 
Columbia County. This 
newly drawn district in-
cludes the towns of 
Andes, Bovina, Delhi, 
Halcott, Hardenburgh, 
Middletown, and Rox-
bury.  

New York’s redistrict-
ing created confusion 
and an unusual voting 
situation last summer. 
The district was pre-
viously represented by 
Antonio Delgado for two 
terms. He stepped down 
from that position after 
being named Lt. Gov-
ernor by Governor 
Kathy Hochul.  

Unusual election
In a primary, Demo-

crats chose Ulster 
County Executive Pat 
Ryan to run in an August 
23 special election to 
finish Delgado's term 
and he defeated Moli-
naro in a surprise out-
come. In an odd quirk, 
Ryan won the Demo-
cratic primary to run in 
the new 18th District 
and won that close race 
on Tuesday. Even 
though Ryan led by only 
a small margin, and the 
race had not been offi-
cially called, Republican 
Colin Schmitt conceded 
on Wednesday. 

The other races with 
local implications re-
sulted in easy victories 
for the Republican can-
didates. 

With about two-thirds 

of the vote tallied as of 
Wednesday morning, 
GOP incumbent Peter 
Oberacker had been de-
clared the winner New 
York’s 51st Senate Dis-
trict. He was leading 
Democratic challenger 
Eric Ball, 52,710 to 
32,641. 

The margin was simi-
lar in Assembly District 
101 where Republican 
Chris Tague held a lead 
of 33,446-17,158 over 
Democrat Nicholas 
Chase with about 68 
percent of the vote 
counted. 

Maher wins
In New York’s 101st 

Assembly District, 
which includes the 
towns of Andes and Har-
denburgh, GOP candi-
date Brian Maher held a 
sizeable lead over Mat-
thew Mackey, 26,718 to 
16,444 with 57 percent 
of the voted counted. 
That race had not been 
called as of Wednesday 
morning. The winding 
district is widely re-
garded as the most ger-
rymandered in the state. 

The race for Delaware 
County Judge saw Re-
publican John Hubbard 

easily defeat Democrat 
Andrew VanBuren by a 
11,440-6,607 margin 
with 100 percent of bal-
lots counted.  

In the new 41st State 
Senate District, Demo-
crat Michelle Hinchey 
defeated Republican Sue 
Serino. Witjh 100 per-
cent of votes counted, 
Hinchey was up by a 
margin of 72,149-
65,599. Hinchey cur-
rently represents the 
46th Senate District and 
Serino is the Senator in 
the old Senate District 
41. That district was re-
shaped into the new 
41st with this year’s re-
districting. This district 
includes the towns of 
Halcott and Shandaken. 

Town seats
Ballots in several local 

towns included voting to 
fill unexpired terms. In 
Andes Carol Ames was 
endorsed by the town’s 
Democratic and Repub-
lican parties as she 
sought to serve the re-
maining one-year va-
cancy for the town clerk 
position. She received 
491 votes and there 
were also 158 write-in 
continued on E2 

CatskillsAir, an Arkville-based TV and online 
station, carried election coverage live on Tues-
day. Here, Robin Williams reports.

Dems Re-Elected 
To Top NY Posts
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& Home Goods

By Robert Brune
A brilliant collabo-

ration is on display at 
the 1035 Main Street 
Gallery in Fleisch-
manns as two former 
Parsons School of De-
sign professors find 
common ground in 
their artistic interests.  
Amy Masters curated 
the show.  

About his collabo-
ration with Susan Yela-
vich, David Young said, 
“We both come from 
fairly different worlds, 
so the collaboration is 
a very interesting meet-
ing in the middle.  
We’re not stepping on 
each other’s toes or 
competing with each 
other so the collabo-
ration is very organic.” 

Worlds collide
David Young’s back-

ground is in coding for 
Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) design.  Whereas, 
Susan Yelevich’s career 
has been in textile de-
sign.  

Susan explains, 
“David’s work is com-
prised on ones and 
zeros and mine is simi-
lar in the way that it’s 
in and out with thread.”   

David elaborates, 
"There’s the grids of 
fabric and there’s the 
grids of pixels.  There’s 
are a lot of parallels 
and echoes between 
our mediums.”   

This seems to be one 
of the primary reasons 
why Susan approached 
David to work on this 
project together. 

In the simplest of 
terms, this is how they 
create their designs. 
Susan puts together a 

darn of fabric and 
thread; David photo-
graphs the work and 
feeds it into a few sim-
ple computer programs 
he has created.  As the 
computer interprets 
the imagery, David cap-
tures several stills.  
Some of the images are 
then transformed back 
into textile art by 
Susan. All of the ren-
ditions are full of an in-
credible spectrum of 
colors and patterns.   

Different tech
David noted regard-

ing this exhibit, “This 
show is not primarily a 
technological show.  
What I’m trying to, 
what we’re trying to 
do, is to do is to say 
that new technologies 
like AI don’t have to be 
out of reach for people 
who aren’t technical.  
It’s through engaging 
with something like art 
that people can de-
velop an intuition for 
what the technology is 
that empowers them to 
have a voice and saying 
how the want it to be 
used for in the future.  
We don’t have to only 
be at the mercy of giant 
tech companies on how 
this technology can 
have in shaping its fu-
ture.” 

Like most art, this 
exhibit requires an 
open mind and the abil-
ity to see not only the 
amazing work by Susan 
and David, but the pos-
sibilities realized.  

The exhibit will run 
through January 7. For 
more information,  
please visit online at: 
1053maingallery.com 

‘Echo Chambers’ Melds Diverse Talents

David Young and Susan Yelavich have joined 
forces to produce a show titled “Echo 
Chambers’ at the 1053 Main Gallery in 
Fleischmanns. 

This is among the pieces featured in the 
“Echo Chambers’ at the 1053 Main Gallery in 
Fleischmanns. 

Lakeside property
After decades of 

ownership Henry Kauf-
funger has sold his 
lakeside property on 
Paradise lake in the 
town of Andes. The 
new owner is an archi-
tect and has great 
plans for this property. 
The property was listed 
and sold by Susan Doig 
Coldwell Banker Tim-
berland properties.  

Cedar cottage 
When buyers Ann 

and Charlene called 
Cricket Keys from the 
Catskill Dream Team, 
they were dreaming of 
a little fixer-upper that 
would be a fun project 
and eventual vacation 
rental. Keys immedi-
ately found the perfect 
property and showed 
them an adorable 
cedar chalet cottage on 
County 36. Still in a 
competitive buyers’ 
market, Keys posi-

tioned them with a 
competitive offer and 
buyers were thrilled to 
close a few weeks later. 
Renovations begin 
soon and buyers are 
thrilled to have their 
own piece of the Cats-
kills to enjoy! 
  

Special sale
When Alan Brown 

was ready to sell his 
beautiful 10-acre prop-
erty in East Meredith 
with all the heavy lift-
ing done on a newly 
built home just ready 
to be finished, he 
reached out to Catskill 
Dream Team.  

This was a special 
sale, and he trusted 
Josh Slater to find a 
buyer that would have 
the vision to complete 
this build. Slater was 
pleased to find a per-
fect match with plenty 
of ideas on how to 
make the home their 
own.  

continued from E1 
ballots cast for the position. 

In the Town of Bovina, Republican Dominic 
Gullow was running unopposed to fill a one-year 
unexpired term on the town board. He received 
243 votes.  

In other New York races, Democratic U.S. Sen-
ator Charles Schumer defeated Republican Joe 
Pinion. Democrat Kathy Hochul became New 
York’s first female to be elected governor, defeat-
ing Republican Lee Zeldin.State Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli, a Democrat won re-election 
against challenger Republican Paul Rodriquez. In 
another high-profile state race, Democratic Attor-
ney General Lettitia James defeated Republican 
Michael Henry.  

In victory for the environment, New Yorkers 
easily approved $4.2 Billion Clean Water, Clean 
Air, and Green Jobs Environmental Bond Act.  

All vote tallies are unofficial with absentee bal-
lots not yet figured into the totals.  

Molinaro Edges Riley 
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ADVENT CHRISTIAN  

MARGARETVILLE  
ADVENT CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH                                                                            
109 Maple Street, 
Margaretville, NY  12455                                                                                                
845-586-4601                                                                                                                                               
Sunday Worship  
Service, 11am                                                                                                                
Bible Study  
Wednesday 6 pm, April-No-
vember  

BAPTIST 

STAMFORD BAPTIST 
CHURCH                                                                                                                             
40 Lake Street,  
Stamford NY 12167                                                                                                                
(607) 607 652-3713                                                                                                                  
Sunday School, 9:45 AM, 
Worship 11:00 AM                                                                                                           
Pastor Waylen Bray:  
Associate Pastor Shawn 
Frazer                                                                                              
We are here to help! 

CATHOLIC 

ST. ANNE’S MISSION 
CHURCH 
375 Main Street, Andes, NY 
13731 
Phone: 838 910 9889 
Mass on Sunday at 12 pm 

ST. PHILIP NERI  
MISSION CHURCH 
State Highway 30, Grand 
Gorge, NY 12434 
Phone: 838 910-9889 
Mass Sunday 8am   
Reconciliation is offered 
Sundays 7:30-8:00 am 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
543 Main Street, Margaret-
ville, NY 12455 
Phone: 838 910 9889 
Masses: Sun. at 10 am, 
Tuesday at 12, Wednesday 
at 9am 
SACRED HEART CHURCH 
27 Harper Street, Stamford, 
NY 12167 
Phone: 838 910 9889 
Masses: Saturday 4:30, 
Thursday 12:00pm, Friday 
9:00am 
Reconciliation is offered Sat-
urdays 3:30-4:15pm 

CHRISTIAN CENTER
 – CONTEMPORARY  

CATSKILL MOUNTAIN 
CHRISTIAN CENTER 
629 Main St. Margaretville, 
NY 12455                                                                                                        
845-586-4848                                                                                                                                                                         
Our service time is 10 am 
Sundays     

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Saint James Church  
Lake Delaware 
55 Lake Delaware Drive 
Delhi, NY 13753 
(607) 832-4401 
Sunday Mass, 10 am 

ORTHODOX CHURCH

SAINT HERMAN OF 
ALASKA ORTHODOX 
CHURCH / CLOUD-BEAR-
ING MOUNTAIN RETREAT 
CENTER 
1714 Mountain Brook Road, 
Bovina, NY   
13740  
Phone: 607 326-0052                                                                                                                                                                       
Sundays 10 am: Holy days, 
classes and      retreats as 
announced                                                  
info@cbmountain.org       
www.cbmountain.org    
                                                                                  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

MARGARETVILLE – NEW 
KINGSTON PRESBYTE-
RIAN CHURCH 
October - May 

169 Orchard Street 
Margaretville NY 12455 
May-October 
5177 County Hwy 6 
New Kingston NY 12459 
Sunday Service 9.30 am. 
Tel: 845-586-4567 

REFORMED CHURCH
                                                                       
JAY GOULD  
MEMORIAL  
REFORMED CHURCH                                                                               
53837 NY Highway 30, Rox-
bury, NY  12474                                                                                                           
Phone: (607) 326-7101                                                                                                                                                                             

Time of Service  
9:30 am Sunday Rev. Rich-
ard Dykstra                                                                                                                                  
PRATTSVILLE  
REFORMED  CHURCH                                                                                                                                 
14630 Main Street, Pratts-
ville, NY  12468                                                                                                        
Phone : (607) 326-7101                                                                                                                                     
Sunday Worship 11 am  Rev. 
Richard Dykstra                       

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

ANDES UMC                                                                                                                                            
327 Lower Main Street, 
Andes NY 13731                                                                                                 
10:30 am Sundays 

HALCOTT UMC                                                                                                                                               
42 Bouton Road,    
Halcott NY 12430                                                                                                 
9:00 am Sundays 

MARGARETVILLE UMC                                                                                                                                      
55 Church Street, Margaret-
ville NY 12455                                                                                             
10:30 am Sundays 

ROXBURY UMC                                                                                                                                         
53761 State Highway 30, 
Roxbury NY 12474                                                                                                         
9:00 am Sundays 

Worship Service Directory

    

Worship  
Service  

Directory 
Sponsored By

A Time and A Place digital magazine.  Covering 
business stories, columns, events, book   reviews, 
pet care and the Delaware County Chamber of 
Commerce newsletter.  Visit www.atimeanda-
placemagazine.com    

A go-to publication on where to shop, dine, play 
and do.  Choose to sign-up to receive it monthly 
in your inbox.  

MARGARETVILLE  
— One hundred poten-
tially fatal opioid over-
doses were reversed in 
the past year because of 
a Delaware County sub-
stance use disorder 
treatment and educa-
tion program led by 
Margaretville Hospital, 
a member of the West-
chester Medical Center 
Health Network 
(WMCHealth).  

The overdose rever-
sals were possible due 
to the public availability 
and usage awareness of 
Narcan, a medication 
used in the emergency 
treatment of an opioid 
overdose.  

The Margaretville 
Hospital addiction serv-
ices program expands 
local access to sub-
stance use prevention 
and treatment re-
sources. As part of the 
program and for the 
community's conven-
ient, cost-free access to 
Narcan during an over-
dose emergency, Mar-
garetville  

Hospital certified re-
covery peer advocates 
initiated the installation 
of outdoor boxes for 
Narcan kit storage out-
side of the west side en-
trance to the hospital, 
as well as in front of the 
Huggins Building on 
the Margaretville Hos-
pital campus.  

The simple, easy-to-
use Narcan nasal spray 
will reverse an opioid 
overdose within minutes 
and can be used by 
anyone without fear of 
harming the recipient.  

The free, lifesaving 
Narcan kits are also 
available through 
WMCHealth substance 
use disorder-programs 
across the Hudson Val-
ley.  

Additionally, certified 
recovery peer advocates 
from Margaretville Hos-
pital and its community 
partners Samadhi Re-
covery Community Out-
reach Center, the 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
Council of Delaware 
County Delaware Op-
portunities, Project Safe 
Point, Mountaintop 
Cares Coalition, the 
Catskills Addiction Co-
alition, Ellenville Re-
gional Hospital and the 
Catskills Hudson Area 
Health Education Center 
regularly attend com-
munity events, at which 
the peer specialists have 
trained approximately 
1,000 community 
members in Narcan use 
since the program's in-
ception.   

Combination key
The combination of 

the Narcan use training 
and the public availabil-
ity of the Narcan therapy 
are the reasons behind 
the overdose reversals 
and subsequent lives 
saved, according to the 
Margaretville Hospital 
program representa-
tives. 

Loosening Substance 

Use Disorder's Grip on 
Rural Communities 

Data released by the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
shows the rate of drug 
overdose deaths involv-
ing natural and semisyn-
thetic opioids (e.g., 
oxycodone, hydro-
codone, morphine, and 
codeine) was higher in 
rural locations like Dela-
ware County. 

"Programs like this 
save lives. Opioid use is 
a public health crisis 
that disproportionately 
affects rural com-
munities and while our 
primary goal will always 
be education and pre-
vention, this program's 
partners endow com-
munity members with a 
proven overdose ther-
apy along with training 
in how to use it properly 
to help ensure a good 
outcome," said Linda 
Woodbine, PhD, LMHC, 
CASAC-2 Director, Add-
iction Services, 
WMCHealth.  

Federal Support 
Margaretville Hospi-

tal's program was made 
possible by a three-year, 
$1 million federal grant 
from the Health Re-
sources and Services 
Administration's Rural 
Communities Opioid Re-
sponse Program, which 
serves to strengthen and 
expand substance use 
disorder prevention, 
treatment, and recovery 
services in rural areas.  

Access and Training 
Available 

Community members 
seeking Narcan training 

Narcan kits for at-home 
use in emergencies 
should call Margaretville 
Hospital at 845 586-
2631. 

About Westchester 
Medical Center Health 
Network  

The Westchester Med-
ical Center Health Net-
work (WMCHealth) is a 
1,700-bed healthcare 
system headquartered in 
Valhalla, New York, with 
nine hospitals on seven 
campuses spanning 
6,200 square miles of 
the Hudson Valley. 
WMCHealth employs 
more than 13,000 
people and has nearly 
3,000 attending physi-
cians.  

The Network has 
Level I (adult and pedia-
tric), Level II and Level 
III trauma centers, the 
region's only acute care 
children's hospital, an 
academic medical 
center, several com-
munity hospitals, dozens 
of specialized institutes, 
and centers, Compre-
hensive and Primary 
Stroke Centers, skilled 
nursing, assisted living 
facilities, home-care 
services and one of the 
largest mental health 
systems in New York 
State.  

Today, WMCHealth is 
the pre-eminent pro-
vider of integrated 
health care in the Hud-
son Valley. For more in-
formation about 
WMCHealth, visit 
WMCHealth.org or fol-
low WMCHealth on 
Facebook.com/WMCHe
alth or Instagram.com 
/WMCHealth. 

Hospital Opioid OD Prevention Surpasses Key Milestone



What Month Is It?

By Brian Sweeney
Generally, beach vacations are great. 

Sure, it can rain every day. Or it’s pos-
sible there’s a hurricane. These scenar-
ios would fall under the heading of bad 
beach visits.  

When it comes to beach vacations, 
most people associate “fun in the sun” 
with summertime. That’s when it’s nec-
essary to offset the scorching tempera-
tures with occasional dips in the ocean. 
Of course, that’s the ideal version of a 
beach vacation. Little details like 
screaming children (and adults), sand in 
your bathing suit, seagulls seeking part 
of your lunch. Those things are often 
overlooked when folks dream about 
heading to the sandy shores. 

Guidelines
My wife and I have simple rules for 

planning beach visits: Never go if there’s 
a hurricane anywhere in the forecast. 
Just as importantly, never ever go in the 
summer! 

So, when it was time to choose dates 
for a getaway at a family beach home 
this year, we picked late October. Be-
cause we’d be traveling about 700 miles 
south, we figured temperatures would 
still be decent. Unless you wanted to 
swim in the ocean. That’s OK. 

What we didn’t plan on was near 
record-setting warmth during our visit. 
When I was packing, it never occurred 
to me that I wouldn’t ever have a need 
to wear pants. You know what I mean. I 
wore shorts.  

There were a handful of other folks 
who took advantage of this super 
weather, but the number of people hit-
ting the beach certainly didn’t qualify as 
a “crowd.” I liked that.  

Off course, there are drawbacks to 
visiting a tourism-heavy beach com-
munity during the off-season. Among 
those minor annoyances is the fact that 
ice cream is hard to come by!  

Striking out
On our first day here, we figured it 

was a vacation duty to indulge in ice 
cream for dessert. We walked from place 
to place in a small community only to 
encounter a series of Closed signs on ice 
cream shops. Obviously, we had to ex-
pand our search. Enter the Internet.  

We quickly discovered several ice 
cream purveyors within a few miles 
whose websites announced they were 
Open. Until we got there and discovered 
otherwise. A couple of them even had 
Open flags fluttering. We ultimately 
ended up getting ice cream in a super-
market, but it’s just not the same as an 
ice cream stand. Cheaper, though.  

Despite the balmy temperatures, the 
ocean water was a bit too brisk for tak-
ing a dip. Instead of bathing beauties lin-
ing the beach, most folks out there were 
wielding fishing poles. Which always re-
minds me of the saying: A bad day of 
fishing is better than a good day at work. 
I hope that’s true, because in my very in-
formal survey, I rarely see any of these 
surf fisher people catching anything. On 
the bright side, they don’t have to worry 
about cleaning their catch! 

Another thing you notice this time of 
year is many people enjoy driving on the 
beach. It could just be me, but I don’t re-
call any books or movies romanticizing 
a moonlight drive on the beach in a 
Monster Truck. I’m guessing the only 
“shells” these drivers see are at gas sta-
tions. 

Don’t get me wrong, I love the beach. 
For a visit. At a time when all the T-shirts 
are 50 percent off! The Catskill Moun-
tains still rule in my book, though. Well, 
at least until February when I might 
prefer a warm, sandy beach over a slip-
pery, sandy roadway! 
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By or against          Town  In Favor of               Transfer Tax

Delaware County Deed Transfers

Here’s  Here’s  
The ScoopThe Scoop

Enjoy  
The  Catskills... 
In Any Season!

Date: Nov. 3
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Kayleigh Scully, Tessa Marks, and Lucie 
Suyama, (L-R) enjoy snacks during the Fall 

Festival held last week at Margaretville 
Central School. 

Middle school students (from left) Savan-
nah Montminy, Elise Norwick, Izzy Muller, 
and Chloe Buerge-Finn, enjoyed the over-

lap of Funky Hat Friday and Fall Fest at 
Margaretville Central School last week. — 
Contributed photos

The Positive Behavioral Interventions 
and Supports (PBIS) Fall Festival was held 
last week at Margaretville Central School. 

These photos show some of the activities. 
Above, First grade teacher Apryl Welch is 
shown with her students.

SEASONAL 
CELEBRATION
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Kane DiBenedetto           HomeFoamInsulation.net 
10+ YEARS EXPERIENCE  |  FULLY INSURED  |  FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SPRAY FOAM
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Bathrooms • Remodeling • Vinyl Siding
Replacement Windows • Insulation

Doors •  Additions • Seamless Gutters

ROOFING EXPERTSROOFING EXPERTS

607-432-8326
800-252-2140

www.thepowellcompany.comwww.thepowellcompany.com

4/26/2020

4/8/2020

4/10/2020

BUSINESS SERVICES
To Promote Your Business, Contact Gretchen Balcom at 607 435-0795

Wheelchair & stretcher transports
Medicaid approved NY DOT # 32940

Circle of Life
Ambulette Services
607 538-1734

SERVING DELAWARE, OTSEGO, SCHOHARIE & HERKIMER COUNTIES

255 Maple Ave                                Fax/Billing 607 538-9681
Hobart NY 13788        circleoflife@stny.rr.com

4/26/2020

Mon - Fri  8 - 6   •   Sat 8 - 4   •   Sun 9 - 1

Railroad Avenue Supply Co. Inc.

5 Railroad Ave.  Stamford NY 12167
607 652-7103

4/8/2020

Invest in YOUR 
Business with a  
DIRECTORY AD 

Contact Gretchen Balcom  
at 607 435-0795

4/8/2020

HOEKO EXCAVATING

CLEARING, ROADS, 

PONDS MY SPECIALTY

Fully Insured  
Estimates Gladly Given

845 594-5302

INVEST IN  
YOUR  

BUSINESS 

CALL GRETCHEN  
845 586-6192 

TO ADVERTISE

Proudly Serving Delaware, Ulster & Surrounding Counties

By Matthew Avitabile
Kassie DePaiva is the 

newest member Catskill 
Mountain Artisans Guild 
in Margaretville. De-
Paiva is best known for 
her time in the daytime 
soap operas Guiding 
Light, Days of Our Lives, 
and One Life to Live, for 

which she acted for a 
generation in various 
roles. She was nomi-
nated for several 
Emmys. 

With most of her work 
in New York City, De-
Paiva viewed the Cats-
kills as "her church" and 
has had a house here 

since 1989. Since 
the start of COVID, 
she and her hus-
band James De-
Paiva, have been 
living up here full 
time. 

"I have always 
enjoyed painting 
and arts and 
crafts," she said. In 
addition, DePaiva 
cites the influence 
of her mother, who 
was also an artist. 

"I'm a jack of all 
trades, but master 
of none." 

DePaiva joined 
the Guild after 
painting terracotta 
pots during the 

pandemic. The ability to 
show the pots was lim-
ited due to the pan-
demic.  

During a visit from 
her sister from Ken-
tucky, DePaiva's sister 
recommended joining 
the Guild. Currently she 
has a booth at the loca-
tion, including paintings 
on canvas utilizing 
acrylic, terracotta pots, 
Christmas ornaments, 
wooden bowls, and hand 
towels. 

Some of the work, she 
said, has been adorned 
seasonally. 

"I was going to try this 
out for a year and see 
what happens," she said. 
"It feels really good to 
have a creative outlet." 
She hasn't been back on 
the set of a soap opera 
since February 2020, 
especially since soaps 
are now filmed in Los 
Angeles. 

"I'm enjoying just 
being me." 

Star Among Stars at Catskill Mountain Artisans Guild

Actress Kassie DePaiva poses with some of her creations at the Catskill 
Mountain Artisans Guild in Margaretville. 

DELHI — Join the 
Delaware County 
Chamber of Commerce 
in providing Christmas 
gifts to Delaware County 
children in need by drop-
ping off a new, un-
wrapped Christmas gift 
in a Toys for Tots collec-
tion box located 
throughout Delaware 
County. 

In 2021, The Delaware 
County Chamber, 
through its member 
businesses, collected 
nearly 1,000 toys which 
were distributed to Dela-
ware County children. 

 This year, participat-
ing members who have 
placed toy collection 
boxes in their businesses 
for the campaign  in-
clude: 
 • NBT Bank, Margaret-
ville, Grand Gorge, Ho-
bart 
• Hobart Book Village, 
Hobart 
• Community Bank, 
Delhi  
• Beaver Mountain Log 
Homes, Deposit 
• Delhi Telephone Com-
pany, Delhi 
• Margaretville Tele-
phone Company, Marga-
retville 
• Robinson Terrace, 
Stamford 
• Mindl's, Franklin 
• Franklin Volunteer 
Fire Department, Frank-
lin 
• Friesland Campina, 
Delhi 
• Delaware County Sher-
iff's Office, Delhi 
• Delaware County Of-
fice Building, Delhi 

• Margaretville Hospital, 
Margaretville 
• As You Wish/West 
Street Eats, Walton 
• Robert's Eye Care, Sid-
ney 
• James Serio Real Es-
tate, Hancock•  
Peace, Love & Yoga, 
Roxbury 
• Delhi Motors, Delhi 
• Hancock Village 
Clerk's Office, Hancock 
• The Arc of Delaware 
County, Hamden, Wal-
ton, Arkville 
• New York State DEC 
Region 4 Office, Stam-
ford 
• Strickland Hollow 
Tasting Room, Delhi 

'Toys for Tots' Campaign Underway
• Delaware County 
eCenter, Delhi 
• Coldwell Banker Tim-
berland Properties, 
Delhi, Margaretville, 
Stamford 

 This year’s Delaware 
County campaign runs 
through Dec. 9. 
Chamber staff will pick 
up the toys from 
member businesses and 
deliver them to Dela-
ware Opportunities 
which has partnered 
with the Chamber. 

 If you would like to  
sign up a family in need 
of Christmas gifts, con-
tact Delaware Opportu-
nities at 607 746-1715. 

New works by actress 
Kassie DePaiva are fea-
tured at the Catskill Moun-
tain Artisans Guild in 
Margaretville.



Saturday, Nov. 12
The Roxbury Arts Group presents Tree-

house Shakers in HATCHED – Life on the 
Farm, an original play performed through 
movement, handcrafted puppets, live 
music and very little human dialogue, the 
story is great for children ages 0 – 6 and 
their families. The  performance is at 11 
a.m. at the Roxbury Arts Center, 5025 
Vega Mountain Road, Roxbury.  Admission 
is $10 per family.  Info:  607-326-7908 or 
email programs@roxburyarts group.org. 

A  work-in-progress presentation of 
Mothers of Freedom, an original play 
being developed by Theatre of Eternal 
Values in America, will be presented at the 
Arts Inn, 923 Main Street, Fleischmanns at 
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $10. 

Wednesday, Nov. 16
A Margaretville Community Blood Drive, 

sponsored by the Margaretville Hospital 
Auxiliary, will be held from 1:30-6:30 p.m. 
at the Margaretville Firehall at 77 Church 
Street. To register call 1-800-733-2767 or 
visit: redcrossblood.org 

Tuesdays, Dec. 6-Jan. 10, 2023
Writers in the Mountains (WIM) pres-

ents Modern Love II, a six-week creative 
writing workshop with Elizabeth Koster, 
December 6, 2022 – January 10, 2023. 
The class will be held online Tuesdays, 
from 12 noon to 2 pm. Once you register 
and pay, you will be given instructions on 
how to join the class. To register for this 
class, e-mail writersinthemountains 
@gmail.com. To register online, visit writ-
ersinthemountains.org. Class fee is $100.   

Through December 22
Roxbury Library Association (RLA) wel-

comes the public to the RLA Annual Holi-
day Bazaar shopping festivities. Annual 
Holiday Bazaar will offer holiday shoppers 
the opportunity to purchase quality RLA 
Thrift Shoppe merchandise, Irma Mae 
Griffin’s HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF 
ROXBURY, and 2022 RLA quilt raffle 
tickets. Shoppers may also take advantage 
of the RLA Thrift Shoppe's ongoing fill-a-
bag sales ($3 for a small bag of merchan-
dise $5 for a large bag of merchandise, 
and $1 for a box or bag full of books from 
the RLA Thrift Shoppe). Located at 53742 
State Highway 30. Info: 607 326-7901. 

Through January 7, 2023
1053 Main Street Gallery in Fleisch-

manns presents “Echo Chambers” an exhi-
bition of multi-media work including 
artwork which uses manipulated images of 
darning  stitched onto canvas. The show 
runs through January 7, 2023. Info: 
1053maingallery.com  
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Events  
Calendar 

Give Your Support To Local  Artists

MARGARETVILLE -- 
Two new trustees – 
Alana Siegel of New 
Kingston and Michael 
Fairbairn of Millbrook – 
were elected to the 
Board of the Historical 
Society of the Town of 
Middletown at its 18th 
Annual Meeting October 
22. Long-time HSM 
President Diane Galusha 
was also re-elected to a 
three-year term. 

In the annual report to 
members, Galusha pro-
vided an update on 
plans to build an ad-
dition on the HSM pro-
gram hall on Cemetery 
Road near Margaretville.  

“We have good 
news!,” Galusha an-
nounced. “Construction 
on the 1100-square-foot 
addition to our hall will 
begin in the spring!” 
Cole and Griffin (Rob 
Cole and Gina Griffin) 
have been engaged to 
build the addition using 
plans developed by engi-
neer Paul Gossen.  

What’s included
This will accommo-

date the archives with 
room to work on histo-
ric materials as well as a 
reading/research space. 
There will be an office, 
an accessible rest room 
and a lobby with some 
display space. The ad-
dition will be utilized 
year-round, while the 
hall itself will continue 
to accommodate pro-
grams in the warmer 
months. 

Added Galusha, “On 
top of the good news 
comes great news: The 
Pasternak Family Foun-

dation has confirmed a 
pledge of $50,000 to-
wards the project, and 
the O’Connor Founda-
tion has approved our 
$75,000 funding 
request!”  

Expressing apprecia-
tion to these benefac-
tors, Galusha also hailed 
the Nicholas J. Juried 
Foundation for its 
$100,000 gift which 
lifted the capital cam-
paign in its early days. 
In addition, more than 
$100,000 has been 
raised from 146 individ-
ual and business donors, 
and a grant of $50,000 
has also been pledged 
by the State of New 
York. 

Campaign renewed
Noted Galusha, 

“While we have the 
funds to get started on 
the project, we cannot 
be sure of the ultimate 
cost of construction ma-
terials, furnishings, fix-
tures and landscaping. 
So, we will renew the 
Capital Campaign to be 
sure we are not caught 
short.” To donate or be-
come a member, visit 
mtownhistory.org  

Two new trustees 
have joined the HSM 
Board to work on this 
project and others.  

Alana Siegel com-
pleted an undergraduate 
degree in Language and 
Literature at Bard Col-
lege, worked at Station 
Hill press in Barrytown, 
and then moved to San 
Francisco where she de-
voted much of her time 
to experimental educa-
tion projects and events. 

From 2016 to 2019, she 
completed a classical 
three-year Buddhist re-
treat. Alana helped or-
ganize the reincarnated 
New Kingston Whoop-
de-Doo in August. 

Michael Fairbairn was 
born in the old Marga-
retville Hospital, grew 
up in the Hudson Valley 
and graduated from 
Kingston High School. 
He hails from a long line 
of Fairbairns and por-
trayed one of them – 
Niles Fairbairn – in 
HSM’s very first Living 
History Cemetery Tour 
in 2012. He has also 
been a re-enactor of 
French and Indian, Rev-
olutionary and Civil War 
soldiers.  

Appreciation
While welcoming the 

new trustees and thank-
ing members of the 
HSM Board for their 
work in guiding the or-
ganization, Galusha 
especially noted the con-
tributions of outgoing 
trustee Amy Taylor who 
is departing the Board 
after eight years of serv-
ice. Others on the Board 
are Doris Warner, Pat 
Moore, Josef Schoell, 
Agnes Laub, Barbara 
Moses, Linda Armour 
and Gary Smith.  

“Because of the ac-
tions of this group of re-
markable people and a 
cadre of enthusiastic 
volunteers, HSM can list 
several activities and ac-
complishments over the 
past year,” Galusha said. 
Six programs drew a 
wide spectrum of partic-
ipants, from metal de-

tecting enthusiasts who 
attended the 6th Annual 
Relic Hunt, to nearly 
100 people who braved 
inclement weather for 
the 9th Living History 
Cemetery Tour. Farm 
boarding houses and the 
life and work of photog-
rapher Irene Fay were 
spotlighted. HSM also 
coordinated a day of 
family fun at the Old 
Stone School and hosted 
a railroad hike on the fa-
mous Horseshoe Curve 
in Highmount.  

Numbers summary
Treasurer Pat Moore 

presented a summary of 
HSM finances, noting 
that several repairs and 
improvements were 
made to the hall this 
year, including installing 
a new concrete floor.  

HSM continues to ac-
cept items for its grow-
ing collection of historic 
materials. Those with 
Midd le town-re la ted 
items to donate are in-
vited to contact Collec-
tions Chair Barbara 
Moses. 

Those gathered for 
the annual meeting then 
heard Rebecca Rego 
Barry’s entertaining 
program, “Rare Books 
Uncovered: Stories of 
Fantastic Finds in Un-
likely Places.” 

To conclude the after-
noon, which featured a 
luncheon catered by 
Mary’s Cookin’ Again, 
the winning ticket for 
the raffled “Catskills in a 
Basket” was drawn and 
Tina Greene of Arkville 
was selected as the 
lucky winner! 

HSM Hears Building Update, Elects Trustees

The Historical Society of the Town of Middle-
town raffled “Catskills in a Basket” as part of its 

fundraising efforts and Tina Greene of Arkville 
was the lucky winner!
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CLASSIFIED ADS

LEGAL 
 NOTICES

The Town of Harden-
burgh Highway Depart-
ment is seeking full time 
general help for our High-
way Dept. located in Liv-
ingston Manor to preform 
general highway tasks. 
Starting pay with CDL $21. 
CDL preferred. Top notch 
benefit package including 
NYS Retirement plan and 
fully paid health insurance 
plan. Call 845 586-2223 
for application information. 

FACILITY OPERATOR 
needed at the Catskill 
Recreation Center. Pre-
vent and Resolve prob-
lems having to do with the 
care and maintenance of 
the Catskill Recreation 
Center building, pool, 
property outdoor and in-
door, and the facility 
equipment.  This could be 

a part time or full-time po-
sition.  For more infor-
mation contact, Becky 
Manning becky@catskill-
recreationcenter.org or call 
845-586-6250.  To apply 
send your cover letter and 
resume to the Catskill 
Recreation Center 651 
County Highway 38 Ark-
ville, NY 12406. 

TITAN DRILLING 
CORP. is looking for Well 
Drillers and Pump Techni-
cians with experience. We 
Offer: Health Insurance, 
retirement, 401K and 
profit-sharing plan, paid 
vacation, paid holidays, 
paid sick time and more in-
cluding a $10,000 sign on 
bonus (Paid over 4 years).  
Starting pay could be as 
much as $30/hr., depend-
ing on experience and 

CDL. Immediate positions 
available - business is 
booming. Apply at Titan 
Drilling Corp. in Arkville. 
845-586-4000.     2N11C 

MARGARETVILLE.
Charming, 2 BR, 2 bath 
home, walk to village. Pri-
vate, secluded but close to 
everything, including the 
hospital. Available Dec 
1st. Unfurnished $1,000 or 
furnished $1,500. Utilities 
separate. First month, last 
month, one month secu-
rity. No pets, no smoking. 
Perfect for professionals. 
Includes washer, dryer, 
and dishwasher. 203-482-
4719. 

Plumbing Helper/Apprentice
Brian Walsh Plumbing & Heating, Inc is looking for 
a new helper.  We work Monday through Friday 
8am – 4pm, overtime weekend work is possible for 
emergencies only.  The right candidate will work 
and train alongside our team for as long as is 
needed to be promoted to Mechanic.  Salary is 
commensurate with experience and/or knowledge.   
No experience necessary.   

The right candidate will have:
• a strong work ethic 
• reliable means of transportation  
   to Fleischmanns within 30 minutes 
• be punctual 
• be courteous 
• the ability and willingness to learn 

Please email resume to 
bwalshplbr@yahoo.com  
and include Helper Wanted in the subject line

DELHI — Delaware 
County Sheriff Craig Du-
Mond has announced 
the arrest of a Chester 
man on Driving while In-
toxicated charges after 
an investigation of a 
Motor Vehicle Accident.  

At approximately 
05:37 a.m., Tuesday , 
November 1, Sheriff’s 
Deputies responded to a 
one-car motor vehicle 
accident on Holmes Hol-
low Road in the Town of 
Delhi. Sheriff’s Deputies 
identified the driver, 
Eyan Laboy, age 19 of 
Chester. 

During the course of 
the investigation, Sher-
iff’s Deputies deter-
mined that Laboy had 
been operating a motor 
vehicle while in an in-
toxicated condition. 

Deputies sub-
sequently arrested and 
charged Laboy with 
Driving While Intoxi-
cated. 

Laboy was sub-
sequently issued a traf-
fic summons for failure 
to keep right, and an ap-
pearance ticket for driv-

ing while intoxicated. 
He was directed to ap-
pear before the Town of 
Delhi Court at a later 
date to answer for the 
charges.  

Sheriff DuMond has 
announced the arrest of 
a Unadilla woman for 
driving while her New 
York State driving privi-
leges had been revoked. 

On Friday afternoon, 
October 28, Sheriff’s 
Deputies were contacted 
by Delaware County 911 
and dispatched to the 
scene of a two-car prop-
erty damage motor ve-
hicle accident on 
Highway 28 in the Town 
of Meredith.   

Upon conclusion of 
their investigation, Dep-
uties arrested Billy Joe 
Browning, age 41 of Un-
adilla after Browning’s 
driving privileges were 
found to be revoked 
from 2011 after a Driv-
ing While Intoxicated 
conviction in Otsego 
County.  

Browning was issued 
tickets for Aggravated 
Unlicensed Operation in 

the Third Degree, a mis-
demeanor, and backing 
unsafely, a violation, 
after she was backing 
her vehicle in the lane of 
travel, causing the acci-
dent.  Browning will 
have to appear in the 
Town of Meredith court 
at a later date. 

MARGARETVILLE — 
On November 2, at ap-
proximately 4:48 a.m., 
New York State Police at 
Margaretville arrested 
Anne Shea, age 61 of 
Margaretville, for the 
misdemeanor of Crim-
inal Trespass in the sec-
ond degree.   

Troopers were dis-
patched by Delaware 
County 911 to Hubbell 
Farm on State Highway 
30 in the Town of Mid-
dletown. Troopers 
learned that Shea and 
her dog were inside an 
unoccupied Air B&B 
apartment where she is 
not allowed.   

Shea was arrested and 
issued an appearance 
ticket returnable to the 
Middletown Court on 
December 8. 

FOR RENT

HELP  
WANTED

POLICE NEWS

By Brian Sweeney
When traveling 

through Margaretville, 
it’s impossible to miss 
the attention-grabbing 
array of plants bursting 
with color at the corner 
of Bridge and Main 
streets. That vibrant 
scene is compliments of 
Sacred Soil. 

Owner Armando Cua-
tianquiz opened Sacred 
Soil in June and the 
shop has become a 
“must-stop” in the vil-
lage. He operates two 
similar stores in New 
York City but was anx-
ious to expand upstate, 
where he has a home in 
Andes. When the site of 
the former Cheese Bar-
rel became available, Ar-
mando saw his business 
as a perfect fit for that 
high-profile storefront. 

“Living in this area of 

the mountains reminds 
me very much of the 
need I have as a human 
being to live connected 
to nature and thus be 
able to share the same 
purpose with my sur-
roundings,” Armando re-
lated.  

The Margaretville 
store echoes the same 
vision conveyed at Ar-
mando’s other locations. 
The shop — and sur-
rounding sidewalk —  
are filled with unique 
holistic products for 
well-being, sustainable 
environmental decor, 
healing crafts, esoteric 
pieces, exotic foliage, 
plants for mindful living, 
ceramic pottery, floral 
design, and gift items. 

“We’re maintaining 
the line of products for 
well-being and contact 
with nature through 

plants and flowers. 
There is nothing more 
important to me than 
being able to contribute 
to this community,” Ar-
mando noted. 

He explained that the 
name Sacred Soil - Fus-
ing Art & Nature - was 
chosen because it ex-
actly represents that we 
live in sacred lands of 
natural purity that were 
inherited by our ances-
tors. 

“I think (our ances-
tors) deserve to be rec-
ognized and I want to 
bring to the community 
the beauty that exists 
through the seasons of 
the whole year,” Ar-
mando commented.  

He sees Sacred Soil as 
playing a part in attract-
ing more people to visit 
the mountains and the 
local community and 
helping to support the 
upstate economy.  

Connection is key
Armando said it’s 

equally important to ac-
knowledge that we are 
connected to each other 
no matter our roots, our 
cultures or our history 
but at the same time we 
can create a single com-
munity by sharing every-
thing that makes us 
great as human beings. 

“I am hoping to help 
bring to these beautiful 
lands greater com-
munity union for the 
good of our inhabitants 
today and tomorrow. I 
love the Catskills,” is 
how Armando summed 
up his newest venture. 

Three employees keep 
the busy shop running 
smoothly. Sacred Soil, 
located at 798 Bridge 
Street, Margaretville, is 
open Wednesday-Mon-
day, 9 a.m.-7 p.m. For 
info, call 845 200-8826 
or e-mail: info@sacred-
soilss.com or visit:       
sacredsoilss.com. 

Margaretville’s Sacred Soil Shop — Fusing Art & Nature

Sacred Soil, a new shop at the intersection of Bridge and Main streets 
in Margaretville, is very welcoming with colorful displays inside and out.

One of the newest additions to the Margaret-
ville business community, Sacred Soil is a very 
welcoming shop. 

Sacred Soil has a huge assortment of plants, sustainable environmental 
decor, healing crafts, esoteric pieces, exotic foliage and more. 

Due to an error on the Greene 
County Board of Elections website, it 
was incorrectly reported last week in 
an election roundup story that Town 
of Halcott voters would be casting bal-

lots for a town justice position. The 
link to the Sample Ballot for the Town 
of Halcott on the county site actually 
incorrectly linked to the Town of 
Hunter ballot, leading to the error.  

Greene County Site Had Incorrect Sample Ballot Link

LEGAL NOTICE
The Town of Middletown 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
regular monthly meeting 
has been changed and will 
be held on Thursday, No-
vember 17m 2022 at 7 pm 
at the Town in the Town 
Hall, 42339 State Highway 
28, Margaretville.   

Jason Wadler, 
Chairman 

N11C 
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HALCOTT CENTER 
— Silver Dollar Girls is a 
combination of World 
War II history and a fic-
tional family narrative, 
set in a rural valley dur-
ing the 2020 COVID 
lockdown. 

Halcott Center res-
ident Margaret DiBene-
detto worked on the 
book over the past two 
years and recently pub-
lished it through her 
kitchen-table publishing 
company Full Court 
Press. She’d been look-
ing for a way to incorpo-
rate her mother’s 
aviation stories into her 
writing, which until now, 
has been comprised of 
nature essays and chil-
dren’s stories. 

Her mother, Ruth 
Reynolds, was a member 
of the Women’s Airforce 
Service Pilots and fer-
ried almost every type of 
WWII transport and 
combat aircraft from 
manufacturing plants to 
air bases around the 
country. 

Pandemic inspired
“COVID presented a 

unique opportunity to 
tell the story of a young 
woman fleeing from 
NYC to her family’s 
abandoned farmhouse, 
where she rediscovers 
her childhood experi-
ences and finds a family 
secret. The storyline is 
fictional, but the avia-
tion accounts come 
straight from my 
mother’s history. The 
characters are for the 
most part invented but 
are also a fusion of 
people in my life. Some 
might be recognizable.” 

“It was my COVID 
lockdown project,” says 
DiBenedetto. “I think 
anyone who lives here 
can identify with the de-
scriptions of the com-

munity and the situ-
ations as the main char-
acter negotiates rural 
life during the pan-
demic. Now that we are 
back to some semblance 
of normalcy, I think we 
tend to forget or block 
out the challenges we all 
faced during 2020, and 
what a scary time it was.  

   “It’s a little book 
about a little valley in 
the Catskills. I think 
readers will find it inter-
esting, entertaining, and 
touching. I really hope 
they enjoy it,” she 
added. 

Silver Dollar Girls 
by Margaret DiBene-
detto. 230 pages. 
$10.95. Adult lan-

guage.  Available at 
Margaretville’s Cats-
kill Mountain Artisans 
Guild and at Briars 
and Brambles Books in 
Windham.  It can be 
ordered from thrift-
books.com, and is also 
from DiBenedetto’s 
website thewildlifes-
tories.com 

New Novel Set in the Catskills

Silver Dollar Girls is the latest book by Halcott 
Center resident Margaret DiBenedetto. The 
story is a blend of fact and fiction. 

The author’s mother, Ruth Reynolds, was a 
member of the Women’s Airforce Service Pilots 
and ferried almost every type of WWII transport 
and combat aircraft from manufacturing plants 
to air bases around the country. 

DELHI — Join the Delaware 
County Chamber of Commerce in 
providing Christmas gifts to Dela-
ware County children in need by 
dropping off a new, unwrapped 
Christmas gift in a Toys for Tots 
collection box located throughout 
Delaware County. 

 Toys for Tots works with the 
U.S. Marine Corps to provide a 
tangible sign of hope to economi-
cally disadvantaged children at 
Christmas. The Toys for Tots pro-
gram was created in 1947 and has 
distributed 584 million toys to date 
to 265 million children.  

In 2021, The Delaware County 
Chamber, through its member 
businesses, collected nearly 1,000 
toys which were distributed to 
Delaware County children. 

Where to help
This year, participating members 

who have placed toy collection 
boxes in their businesses for the 
campaign  include: 

 NBT Bank, Margaretville, Grand 
Gorge, Hobart 

Hobart Book Village, Hobart 
Community Bank, Delhi 
Beaver Mountain Log Homes, 

Deposit 
Delhi Telephone Company, Delhi 
Margaretville Telephone Com-

pany, Margaretville 
Robinson Terrace, Stamford 
Mindl's, Franklin 
Franklin Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment, Franklin 
Friesland Campina, Delhi 
Delaware County Sheriff's Of-

fice, Delhi 

Delaware County Office Build-
ing, Delhi 

Margaretville Hospital, Marga-
retville 

As You Wish/West Street Eats, 
Walton 

Robert's Eye Care, Sidney 
James Serio Real Estate, Han-

cock 
Peace, Love & Yoga, Roxbury 
Delhi Motors, Delhi 
Hancock Village Clerk's Office, 

Hancock 
The Arc of Delaware County, 

Hamden, Walton, Arkville 
New York State DEC Region 4 

Office, Stamford 
Strickland Hollow Tasting 

Room, Delhi 
Delaware County eCenter, Delhi 
Coldwell Banker Timberland 

Properties, Delhi, Margaretville, 
Stamford 

Through Dec. 9
 This year’s Delaware County 

campaign runs from Nov. 4 
through Dec. 9. Chamber staff will 
pick up the toys from member 
businesses and deliver them to 
Delaware Opportunities which has 
partnered with the Chamber to 
provide distribution of the gifts to 
Delaware County families. 

 To sign up a family in need of 
Christmas gifts contact Delaware 
Opportunities at 607 746-1715. 

 Join the Chamber in providing 
Christmas gifts to Delaware 
County children in need!  

For more information, please 
contact the Chamber at 607 746-
2281. 

Delaware Co. Chamber of Commerce 
 Launches Toys for Tots' Campaign
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ELECTION RESULTS
SHARON SPRINGS LED UPDATE

Cobleskill Briefs 
Do you have any events you’d like to see featured in
the Cobleskill Herald? Let us know at cobleskillher-

ald@gmail.com. 
Senior Congregate Meal Sites Open

Local residents are invited to enjoy socialization and a
hot meal at 12 noon at one of Schoharie County Office
for the Aging’s congregate meal sites:

-Cobleskill (M-F, Golding Park, 103 High St.)
-Jefferson (Tues./Wed./Thurs.), Community Center, Rte.

10)
-Sharon Springs (Mon./Wed./Fri.), Firehouse, Beechwood

Rd.).
Reserve a meal by calling Schoharie County OFA at

518-295-2001 the day before you want to go. A suggested
donation is accepted from those 60 years old and older.
Under age 60? You’re welcome to participate and will be
charged a set fee.

Veterans Day
All banks, government institutions, and schools will be

closed in observance of Labor Day on Friday, November
11th.

Cobleskill – Veterans Day Ceremony
A Veterans Day Ceremony will be held on Friday, No-

vember 11th at 11:00 AM in the Village of Cobleskill’s
Veterans Memorial Centre Park, where residents will
honor all the men and women who have served our
country. The community’s military banners will be interned
at this time.

Cobleskill – French Toast Breakfast
The Cobleskill Eagles 2695 Auxiliary is hosting a

French Toast Breakfast to benefit The Animal Shelter of
Schoharie Valley from 7:30 AM to 10:00 AM at the
Cobleskill Fraternal Order of Eagles, who are located at
159 Legion Drive. Donations of dog/cat food and other
supplies are encouraged.

Cobleskill – Town Board Meeting
The Cobleskill Town Board will be holding its monthly

meeting on Monday, November 14th at 7:00 PM at the
Cobleskill Firehouse. Meetings are also available for
viewing afterwards on the SCHOPEG website.

Sharon Springs – Board of Education Meeting
The Sharon Springs Central School Board of Education

will be meeting on Monday, November 14th at 7:30 PM.
The school is located at 514 State Highway 20 in the
Village of Sharon Springs.

Esperance – Village Board Meeting
The Esperance Village Board will be holding its monthly

meeting on Monday, November 14th at 7:30 PM at the
Village Hall Meeting Room (113 Church Street).

Cobleskill – Village Board Meeting 
The Cobleskill Village Board of Trustees will be meeting

on Tuesday, November 15th at 7:00 PM at the Cobleskill
Firehouse. Meetings are also available for viewing afterwards
on the SCHOPEG website.

Family Recovery Support Group
Every Wednesday evening from 5:30 PM to 7:00 P.M.,

SCCASA hosts Family Recovery Support Group Meetings
facilitated by Maggie Jackman Pryor, a Family Support
Navigator, and Tom Moran, a Peer Engagement Specialist
and Recovery Coach at 349 Mineral Springs Road.

Sharon Springs – Village Board Meeting 
The Sharon Springs Village Board of Trustees will be

meeting on Thursday, November 17th at 7:00 PM at 129
Main Street. Meetings are also available afterwards on the
SCHOPEG website.

Schoharie – Board of Supervisors Meeting 
The Schoharie County Board of Supervisors will be

holding its monthly meeting next week – Friday, November
18th – at 9:00 AM. Meetings are also available for viewing
afterwards on the SCHOPEG website.
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A reminder that there is no edition of the
Mountain Eagle the weeks of Christmas or
Thanksgiving. We're spending the time with

our families, as we hope that you will in
warmth and love!

Grand Opening! 

Our own Robert Duso photographed the ribbon cutting at the NY Skin and
Vein Center in Cobleskill

Seward Man Arrested for 
Assault Following Infant Injury
On November 8, 2022, with the assistance of the Schoharie County Child

Protective Services, State Police arrested David R. Walker, 32, of Seward, NY,
for Assault in the First Degree, a class “B” felony, Reckless Assault of a Child,
a class “D” felony, and Endangering the Welfare of a Child, a class “A” misde-
meanor.

On November 5, 2022, State Police of Cobleskill received the report of an
infant with injuries at Albany Medical Center in Albany, NY.  The investigation
determined Walker was responsible for the injuries to the child.  The child
remains hospitalized in critical condition.  

Walker was processed at SP Latham.  He was arraigned in the Cobleskill
Town Court and remanded to the Schoharie County Correctional Facility in
lieu of $15,000 cash or $30,000 bond.

Don’t Miss Out!Don’t Miss Out!
Email us atEmail us at

cobleskillherald@gmail.com!cobleskillherald@gmail.com!

Tague, Oberacker Win Re-Election
STAFF REPORT

SCHOHARIE COUNTY
-Incumbents are headed
back to Albany and Wash-

ington. We have a variety
of other local race results
in our different sections
of the paper this week.

Assembly
Districtwide, Chris

Tague won a victory over
newcomer Nick Chase.
Tague, of Schoharie, won
37,075 votes, or 63.54%,
to Chase's 19,596, or
33.58%. In Schoharie
County, Tague defeated
Chase 9,176-3,204. In
Delaware County, Tague
won 5,064-3,182. In
Greene, Tague won
13,639 to 6,622.

Assemblyman Tague
said, “I am very thankful,
appreciative & humbled
by the overwhelming sup-
port I received district
wide on election night. I
will continue to work
hard for the people of
the 102nd AD and con-
tinue to be their voice of
reason and common
sense for the issues that
mean the most to them
in the district and in Al-
bany.”

State Senate
Senator Peter Oberack-

er won another term in
Albany over Walton Vil-
lage Trustee Eric Ball.
Oberacker won 72,685
votes, or 60.39% to Ball's
43,790, or 36.38%. In
Schoharie County, Ober-
acker led 8,918 to 3,403.
In Delaware County,
Oberacker won 11,704
to 6,234.

The State Senator said,
“Throughout the cam-
paign I have crisscrossed
the new 51st Senate Dis-
trict, spending time with
local elected officials,
small business owners,
and citizens.  The feed-
back I received was clear
– a change is needed in
Albany.  I will spearhead
that transformation, fight-
ing back against rising
spending, higher taxes,
policies that put criminals
first, and a failure to rec-
ognize our Constitutional
rights.”

“In just a few short
weeks the legislature will
be back in session and
there are significant is-
sues on the horizon.  We
are losing people at a
record pace and we need
to turn that trend around
by creating new oppor-
tunities for growth while
making New York more
affordable.”

Congress
Elise Stefanik will be

Schoharie County’s new
representative in Con-
gress, winning the overall

vote by a margin of
58.53% to 40.02%
against Matt Castelli. In
Schoharie County, Ste-
fanik won 8,283 votes
(65.47%) to Castelli's
4,154 (32.84%).

Although he will not
represent Schoharie
County due to redistrict-
ing, Marc Molinaro is

headed to Congress, de-
feating Josh Riley with
50.24% to Riley's
48.08%. In Delaware
County, Molinaro won
11,189 to 6,838 and in
Greene, Molinaro gained
11,972 votes to Riley's
7,449.

Ballot Initiative
The New York State

proposition on "Clean
Water, Clean Air, and
Green Jobs Env. Bond"
was rejected by Schoharie
County residents by a
vote of 6,276 (55.1%) to
5,119 (44.9%) yes votes.
The ballot initiative won
statewide by a margin of
59.04% to 28.83%.
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COFFEE IN COBY

War in Europe XXXIV
By Timothy Knight 
The cold winds of win-

ter are mere weeks away
from enveloping the Rus-
so-Ukrainian War front
with frozen earthworks
and snowy fields; a time
when starvation and hy-
pothermia will enter bat-
tlefield conditions and
take its toll on freshly
mobilized soldiers, who
are both unprepared and
ill equipped for the harsh-
ness of winter conflict.

Winter will continue to
prove challenging for mil-
lions of Ukrainian civil-
ians, who are relying on
electric grids and energy
infrastructure that the
Russians are targeting
with impunity to maxi-
mize human suffering.
Whether it be civilians
in Kyiv or those Russians
too unlucky to evade mo-
bilization, Moscow’s war
is an indiscriminate
butcher knife.

Now, I don’t mean to
draw false equivalency
between Ukrainian civil-
ians and mobilized Rus-
sians, but I do pity those
who are being cruelly
tossed into a human meat
grinder to sate Moscow’s
thirst for blood and im-
perial conquest. Many
sons and daughters of
Kyiv and Moscow will un-
necessarily die for the
vision of one morally
bankrupt despot.

There is, however, a
batch of positive news
on the southern front.

After months of sus-
taining highly accurate
artillery fire and ever-in-
creasing infantry pres-
sure in northern Kherson,
Russian General Sergei
Surovikin announced on
Wednesday that the
Kremlin’s forces would
be withdrawing across
the Dnieper River and
abandoning the City of
Kherson; a massive vic-
tory for Ukraine prior to

winter.
Made possible by the

delivery of American pro-
duced HIMARS over the
summer, which allowed
Ukrainian artillery to de-
stroy ammunition depots,
harass command centers,
and target pivotal supply
lines, occupying forces
were stuck in a bottle-
neck with no path for-
ward except retreat.

Once cleared and lib-
erated, Ukrainian forces
are likely to uncover a
slew of new war crimes
committed by the occu-
piers, especially in the
City of Kherson where
partisan activity was ex-
tremely high. Occupied
since early March, Kher-
son’s liberation effective-
ly kills Moscow’s strate-
gic objective of estab-
lishing a southern land
bridge to Odessa.

With Kherson in mind,
what comes next in the
Russo-Ukrainian War?

To put the current state
of conflict into perspec-
tive: The Battle of Don-
bas has entered a new
stalemate, with the center
of the eastern front set
squarely in Bakhmut; a

strategic city that Russian
forces have spent months
trying to seize without
success, while the south-
ern front is likely to ex-
pand across the Dnieper
River and to begin oper-
ations in Crimea.

As this conflict rapidly
approaches the one-year
mark, Ukraine is in a bet-
ter situation than many
so-called military experts
believed the country
would be in almost nine
months ago. They have
showcased a resolve and
courage that should be
the standard for all free
peoples, and I suspect
that spirit will not wane
until all their people are
free.

In Solidarity with
Ukraine.

Greetings! I am plan-
ning a “mailbag” edition
of Coffee in Coby soon,
so please send any ques-
tions you may have for
me about Schoharie
County politics, the At-
lanta Braves 2021 World
Series title or whatever
else, and it might just be
included. My email is tim-
othycknight93@gmail.co
m. Cheerio.

Ukraine’s upcoming Christmas postage stamp de-
picts a painting by Valeria Mykhailova, a school-

girl originally from Mykolaiv, entitled
“Separated by War.” Though the tide of war has
turned in Ukraine’s favor, this is only accom-
plished through the sacrifice and hardship of the
Ukrainian people on both the war and home

front.

Suny Cobleskill Fighting
Tiger Weekly Recap 

The SUNY Cobleskill
women’s basketball team
has been ranked second
in the 2022-23 North At-
lantic Conference (NAC)
Western Division Pre-Sea-
son Poll by the league’s
coaches. In their first full
season of NAC member-
ship in 2021-22, the Fight-
ing Tigers finished 13-12
overall including an 8-4
record in conference play
while qualifying for the
league’s play-offs.  

The Fighting Tiger
men’s basketball team has
been ranked tied for fifth
in the 2022-23 NAC West-
ern Division Pre-Season
Poll by the league’s coach-
es. During their first sea-
son in the NAC the team
posted a 3-20 overall
record including a 2-10
mark in conference action
in 2021-22.  

The NAC announced
during the week that three
Fighting Tiger women’s
volleyball players earned
2022 NAC post season
honors. Junior outside hit-

ter Mackenzie Larson,
Winterset, Iowa, Winterset
High School, and junior
outside hitter/offside hitter
Alexis Miranda, Nashua,
N.H., Nashua North High
School, were both named
to the All-NAC Second
Team marking their sec-
ond consecutive selection
to the league’s all-confer-
ence team while junior
outside hitter Abigail
Scheurich, Oxford, Conn.,
Nonnewaug High School,
was named to the NAC
Sportsmanship Team.  

First-year men’s cross
country team runner Jack
Gemmett, Schenectady,
N.Y., Schalmont High
School, has been named
the 2022 NAC Rookie-of-
the-Year by the league’s
coaches. The Fighting
Tiger rookie was named
the conference’s Rookie-
of-the-Week six times dur-
ing the season while earn-
ing Second Team All-NAC
honors at the league
championship meet by fin-
ishing 12th overall in a

74-runner field by com-
pleting the 8000-meter
course in a time of 27:33.4
at SUNY Canton in Can-
ton, N.Y. 

The NAC announced
during the week that Fight-
ing Tiger men’s golf team
junior Devin Close, Buffalo
N.Y., Amherst Central High
School, was named to the
2022 NAC Sportsmanship
Team by the league’s
coaches. 

The NAC announced
during the week that Fight-
ing Tiger men’s soccer
team senior Ryan Hoag,
Troy N.Y., Troy High
School, was named to the
2022 NAC Sportsmanship
Team by the league’s
coaches. 

UPCOMING HOME
CONTESTS:

Men’s Basketball vs.
Castleton University 11/8,
Elmira College 11/15,
Plattsburgh State 11/19 

Women’s Basketball vs.
Union College 11/8,
Baruch College 11/19,
Russell Sage 11/28  

Tune in 24/7..For the best variety..over 1000 song selection..less repetition.
Local weather two times per hour. Saturday 6:05am Farm Show.

Sunday 7:05am The Pet Show.

Sports: Yankees, Nascar, Bulldog
Football Home & Away.

Saturday 605 am Farm Show
DR KEN -M.D.SHOW 7 -8am.
Lite Radio 94.3 & AM- 1190

Schoharie & Otsego Counties - 
100.1 Schenectady, Montgomery & Fulton Counties.

On Line:lite943radio.com - (518) 234-3400.

CR Bucks Returns to CRCS
By Joshua Walther
COBLESKILL - On

Monday evening, the en-
tirety of the CRCS en-
trepreneurship class
showed up to the Board
of Education’s first
monthly meeting to pres-
ent the return of the high
school’s coffee shop.

Under the leadership
of Katrina Schweigard
and run by her students,
the aptly named CR
Bucks will return this
year to the high school
cafeteria, offering coffee
to other students and
faculty throughout the
morning.

The coffee shop was a
hit last year, and the class
was able to use those
profits earned to cover
the start-up costs this
year, with some extra
help from Mrs.
Schweigard herself.

The presentation
kicked off with a discus-
sion on their flagship
product, their coffee. It’s
provided to them via the
Brick House Bakery in
Cobleskill, and it’s served
hot or cold at affordable
prices. The class also

claimed that it was
healthy, only averaging
to be about forty five
calories per cup.

The students also
spoke at length about
how the caffeine in the
coffee would be beneficial
in a learning environ-
ment, as it could boost
awareness and critical
thinking. 

If someone doesn’t like
coffee, the shop will also
offer tea and lemonade,
as well as an additional
secret menu throughout
the year. The students
also take pride in crafting
seasonal drinks for the
revolving holidays.

Finally, the students
wrapped up their pres-
entation by talking about
the shop as an entrepre-
neurial experience, claim-
ing that it boosts the stu-
dents’ creativity while
teaching them the values
of running a business and
giving them vital experi-
ence to use in the real
world.

The Board had nothing
but praise to give when
the students concluded
the presentation, with al-

most every member
throwing in their support
for the project. 

In other news, CRCS
and other regional
schools have recently
struggled with the expi-
ration of the free meal
program from the state.
In response, they have
joined with Hunger So-
lutions New York in an
attempt to advocate for
healthy meals for all stu-
dents. 

So far, it’s unclear
whether any action will
be taken as a result of
this advocacy, but CRCS
is hopeful and watching
for any good news.

Finally, the Board put
forth a resolution to con-
sider joining a nationwide
lawsuit against Juul Labs,
Inc. for damages done
to their students and the
district as a whole. Other
districts from all over
the country are signing
up, and Superintendent
Matthew Sickles ex-
plained that it would be
at no cost to CRCS to
do the same. The reso-
lution passed with little
hesitation.

Landis Added to Birding Trail
ESPERANCE - Visit

Landis Arboretum, the
newest addition to the
Catskills segment of the
NYS Birding Trail. The
300+ acres of the Landis
Arboretum include 40
acres of cultivated and
native plants, as well as
14 miles of trails, creating
a hotspot for many dif-
ferent bird species in-
cluding Eastern Blue-

birds, owls, and Baltimore
Orioles. This is a great
attraction to visit between
the Albany, Cooperstown,
and Finger Lakes areas.

Two additional sites
have been added to the
Hudson Valley segment:
Hudson Highlands Nature
Museum and 6 ½ Station
Road Sanctuary, both lo-
cated in Orange County
both contain a wide vari-

ety of habitats, including
forest, meadow, and a
large pond surrounded
by marshland offering a
diverse ecosystem to sup-
port resident and migra-
tory species.

Learn more about these
sites, and the other 300+
locations on the NYS Bird-
ing Trail:
https://on.ny.gov/Birding-
Trail

Don’t Miss Out!Don’t Miss Out!
Email us atEmail us at

cobleskillherald@gmail.com!cobleskillherald@gmail.com!
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Police Blotter

Saturday, October 15,
2022 

At 1:43 PM, Cobleskill
Police arrested Adam
Wynia, 30, of Cobleskill,
N.Y. for aggravated  un-
licensed operation of a
motor vehicle in the third
degree and one other ve-
hicle and traffic law  vi-
olation. He was issued
traffic tickets to appear
in Cobleskill Town Court
on 11/15/2022 at  2:00
PM. 

Monday, October 31,
2022 

At 8:58 PM, Cobleskill
Police arrested Garis
Fuentes, 28, of
Cobleskill, N.Y. for driv-
ing while  intoxicated
and one other vehicle
and traffic law violation.
He was arraigned in
Schoharie Town  Court
at 11:30 PM and released
on non-monetary pre-tri-
al conditions to appear
in Cobleskill  Town Court
on 11/15/2022 at 3:00
PM. 

At 10:38 PM,
Cobleskill Police arrested
Jesse McHargue, 33, of
Schoharie, N.Y. on an ar-
rest  warrant from
Cobleskill Town Court
for grand larceny in the
fourth degree, a class
“E” felony,  robbery in
the third degree, a class
“D” felony, and harass-
ment in the second de-
gree. He was  arraigned
in Schoharie Town Court
at 11:53 PM and remand-
ed to the Schoharie
County  Correctional Fa-
cility on $5,000 cash bail,

$10,000 insurance bail
bond, or $15,000 par-
tially  secured surety
bond to return to
Cobleskill Town Court on
11/15/2022 at 3:00 P.M.

Friday, November 4,
2022 

At 5:10 PM, Cobleskill
Police arrested Gregory
Duncan, 39, of Howes
Cave, N.Y. for criminal
trespass in the third de-
gree. He was issued an
appearance ticket to ap-
pear in Cobleskill Town
Court on 11/15/2022 at
2:00 PM. 

Saturday, November
5, 2022 

At 2:45 AM, Cobleskill
Police arrested Lori Mor-
rissey, 47, of Cobleskill,
for driving while  ability
impaired by alcohol and
three other vehicle and
traffic law violations. She
was issued  traffic tickets
to appear in Cobleskill
Town Court on
11/29/2022 at 2:00 PM.

Sunday, November 6,
2022 

At 5:05 PM, Cobleskill
Police arrested Kristo-
pher Keiper, 20, home-
less, for criminal con-
tempt  in the second de-
gree for violating an or-
der of protection. He was
arraigned at 7:12 PM in
Cobleskill Town Court
and remanded for violat-
ing court conditions on
a previous arrest to the
Schoharie County Cor-
rectional Facility on
$2,500 cash bail, $5,000
insurance bail bond, or
$20,000 partially secured
surety bond to return to
Cobleskill Town Court on
11/29/2022 at 2:30 P.M. 

Seniors House Decorating for the Holidays
Decorating their homes

just became a lot easier
for the seniors in our
community this holiday
season.   The Cobleskill
Holiday Planning Com-
mittee is teaming up with
Cobleskill-Richmondville
Varsity Club athletes to
help seniors decorate the
outside of their homes
with holiday lights

throughout the village.
The idea was discussed
because “So many seniors
are unable to hang dec-
orations for themselves,
but they would still like
to participate in the time-
less tradition,” said com-
mittee member Maggie
Jackman-Pryor.   
That’s where the Var-

sity Club student volun-

teers will come in.  Senior
citizens can contact the
committee and let them
know that they are inter-
ested in having help dec-
orating the outside of
their home.  The com-
mittee will work with
Naoisa MacGloin
Hoskins, the Varsity Club
Advisor, to set up a sched-
ule with her students to

get the homes decorated
with holiday lights before
the Cobleskill Downtown
Celebration.  If the sen-
iors have their own lights,
that’s terrific, but if not,
the committee is asking
for decorations to be do-
nated to be used in the
house decorating.  
These houses will then

be included in the map
of Cobleskill showing
what houses are deco-
rated and encourage
community members to
drive around and enjoy
the decorations.  If you
know of a senior who

would like to have the
outside of their home
decorated, or you have
decorations to donate,
please contact Ms. Pryor
at 518-231-2076 or Ms.
MacGloin Hoskins at
585-683-5910. 

SEEC Announces Call 
for Nominations

SCHOHARIE –
Schoharie Economic En-
terprise Corp. (SEEC) is-
sued a call for nomina-
tions for the 2022 EN-
LIGHTEN AND ASPIRE
AWARDS through De-
cember 2nd. SEEC bene-
factors, Dusty and Tom
Putnam will present the
awards which recognize
inspiring individuals and
businesses, at the first
annual “Toast of the
Town” celebration on De-
cember 7, 2022, at 287
Main, Schoharie. This
event has been organized
to celebrate and honor
the work of individuals
and organizations from
every corner of the Coun-
ty who are essential to
fostering economic
growth in Schoharie
County.
Enlighten Award: 
The ENLIGHTEN

Award honors an individ-
ual or company who has
looked to fill the educa-
tional needs serving our
community that will sup-
port resiliency for
Schoharie County. This
person or group thinks
outside of the box and
builds creative bridges

from real-world problems
to long term solutions.
The ENLIGHTEN
Awardee may also be the
champion of an informal
cause or an intellectual
movement.  
Aspire Award: 
The ASPIRE Award was

created to recognize an
individual or organization
that has ascended or tran-
scended in their industry.
This individual or group
exemplifies best-practice
efforts through demon-
strated success and is in-
herently innovative. Al-
ways looking to instill
hope, the ASPIRE
Awardee fosters growth
through their commit-
ment to their craft, com-
pany and community
prosperity.
All nominees will be

recognized at the Toast
to the Town celebration
hosted by Dusty and Tom
Putnam. The Putnam’s
are dedicated supporters
of SEEC’s work and are
honored by the opportu-
nity to celebrate true ex-
cellence in the commu-
nity through this event. 
“These unique awards

are an opportunity to rec-

COBLESKILL -The
SUNY Cobleskill women’s
basketball team opened
their 2022-23 season on
Tuesday evening by drop-
ping a 51-47 decision to
the visiting Dutchwomen
of Union College in non-
league action in the sea-

son opener for both
teams. With the defeat
the Fighting Tigers open
the season at 0-1 while
the Dutchwomen start
the campaign with a 1-0
mark. 
Despite a strong de-

fensive effort which held

the visitors to only 16-
of-70 (22.9%) from the
field, including 0-for-6
from three-point range,
Cobleskill could not over-
come the visitors con-
verting on 20-of-32 free
throw attempts as op-
posed to their 11-for 17

effort at the charity stripe
on the night.  
First-year guard/for-

ward Audriana Hollister,
Mooers Forks, N.Y.,
Northeast Clinton High
School, led the team in
scoring with 13 points
to go with five rebounds
and two blocked shots
while first-year center
Emily Satterday, Latham,
N.Y., Shaker High School,
posted a double/double
in her first collegiate
game with 10 points and
10 rebounds on the night.  
The Orange & Black

will next be in action
over the weekend when
the travel to Plattsburgh,
N.Y. for the 2022 Cardi-
nal Classic hosted by
Plattsburgh State. The
Fighting Tigers will meet
the host Cardinals on Fri-
day November 11 at 5:00
p.m. in the event’s open-
ing contest them close
out the classic on Satur-
day November 12 when
they meet the Bears of
SUNY Potsdam at 1:00
p.m.   

SUNY Drops Opener 
52-47 to Union College

Women's Basketball
#11 Audrian Hollister

Leads the Break

By Alexis Pencar
Lowville American Legion member and WWII

Veteran Robert Ingersoll is turning 100 years old
on December 7th!  His family hopes to surprise
him with Birthday cards from around the world.
He lives in Glenfield, NY, and his daughter asks

that we send the cards via her. 
Robert Ingersoll
c/o Pati Hanno

3209 Farrington Drive
Indian Trail, NC 28079

What a wonderful way to help wish someone the
happiest of birthdays! Have your little ones draw
a picture or color an American Flag to send! 

Feel free to share this posting with everyone you
know in the U.S. and worldwide. 

This information courtesy of Commander Lee
Hinkleman of the Lowville American Legion.

Turning 
100!

ognize the points of light
in businesses, entrepre-
neurs, leaders and or-
ganizations that make up
our community,” said
honorary host and SEEC
Board of Directors Chair-
person, Tom Putnam.
“Dusty and I are proud
to celebrate successes
and the contributions of

many who strive to grow
our regional economy
and work to build a more
sustainable community.” 
To learn more and

nominate a person or
business, go to
www.seecny.org/nomina-
tion before the December
2nd deadline. 

SUNY Basketball
Ranked in Polls

COBLESKILL - The SUNY
Cobleskill men’s basketball
team has been ranked tied
for fifth in the 2022-23 North
Atlantic Conference (NAC)
Western Division Pre-Season
Poll by the league’s coaches.
During their first season in
the NAC with first-year head
coach Justin Maxwell at the
helm of the program, the
Fighting Tigers posted a 3-
20 overall record including
2-10 in conference action.  
As the team heads into

the 2022-23 campaign,
coach Maxwell believes this
year’s version of the Orange
& Black is better equipped
for the season with a number
of young veterans and tal-
ented newcomers rounding
out the roster the team goals
are centered around im-
proving over last season
and continuing to build the
program. 
“We have more depth,

size and athleticism this year
plus more experience. Now,
with a lot of new players
and young veterans we need
to come together as a team
and accept our roles in order
to improve our won/loss
record, make the conference
play-offs and continue the
process of building the foun-

dation for long-term suc-
cess.” 
The SUNY Cobleskill

women’s basketball team
has been ranked second in
the 2022-23 North Atlantic
Conference (NAC) Western
Division Pre-Season Poll by
the league’s coaches. In
their first full season of NAC
membership in 2021-22,
the Fighting Tigers finished
13-12 overall including an
8-4 record in conference
play while qualifying for the
league’s play-offs.  
With the new season at

hand, fourth-year Head
Coach Megan Bowman be-
lieves that the Fighting
Tigers are more than ready
for the upcoming campaign
and will have depth, versa-
tility and size on the roster
this season.  
“This is the most excited

about a season my coaching
staff and I have been about
the depth of our team and
the strength of our recruiting
class. Practices have been
extremely competitive, and
it has been clear since Oc-
tober 15 we can score from
every position and can play
quick with guards that can
score from all over or can
slow things down.”
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YOUR LOCAL HAPPENINGS FOR SHARON SPRINGS

Sharon Things
By Alexis Pencar
Hey Neighbors!
Feels a lot more like

Fall thanks to the shift
back to cool and crisp
temperatures this past
uesday. The warm tem-
peratures hitting 70 last
weekend made me think
of jumping in the pond
before the freeze to follow
just a few days later!
Strange to be so warm
with the leaves already
past peak!
There has been quite

the activity around town
with the water and sewer
infrastructure project un-
der way. The rocks are
hard but the crews have
a plan and are continuing
work.
The “Dimming of the

Village” happened last
week as well! Check out
an additional update in
this edition!

Truck Stuck
There was a truck stuck

on Main Street just below
the Library on Saturday

(10/5) around 10 am. An
eye witness reported that
it “seemed as if the truck
stalled while slowly flow-
ing an Amish buggy up
the sloped incline, lurch-
ing to a stop at the steep-
est point.” The truck was
stuck for over an hour
and ended up backing
down the street nearly a
quarter mile to near the
Village Park where the
road is flat. 
This spot on Main

Street was a dangerous
spot to be stopped for
an extended period of
time since cars trying to
pass heading up the hill
could not see traffic
speeding down towards
them. There was a good
samaritan that set out
road cones to slow traffic
down the hill. This inci-
dent, similar to many be-
fore it, once again calls
into question the safety
and relevance of semi-
trucks traveling this road
at all.

Sharon Springs Rescue
Squad
The Sharon Springs

Rescue Squad is a cor-
nerstone of our commu-
nity! With many active
members, they are always
looking for new volun-
teers for Drivers, First
Responders, Social Mem-
bers, and EMT’s. SSRS
will fund any training that
is needed. SSRS meets
the first Monday of the
month at 7 p.m. and
would be happy to an-
swer any questions with
how you can support
your community.
Sharon Springs Free

Library
The library will be

CLOSED, Friday, Novem-
ber 11 in honor of Veter-
ans' Day. We recognize
and appreciate the serv-
ice of all veterans.
The Sharon Springs

Free Library shares non-
perishable items from the
food pantry during our
library hours: Monday

and Thursday 10 - 6,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Fri-
day, 3 - 8, Saturday 10 -
1.  
Our new Winter Hours,

beginning in December
and lasting through
March will be Monday
and Thursday 10 - 6,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Fri-
day, 3 - 6, Saturday and
10 - 1. This summer, with
grant funding, we were
also able to also provide
fresh local produce from
August through Novem-
ber. We will continue to
serve as a branch of The
Sharon Springs Commu-
nity Food Pantry. They
are located at the Sharon
Springs United Methodist
Church, 511 US Hwy 20
in Sharon Springs, New
York. They are open
Thursdays from 9-10:30
am and 5-6:30 pm, or by
appointment, if needed
(Call 518-284-2200). A
list of other Schoharie
County Food Pantry lo-
cations, hours and con-
tact information is posted
in our lobby.
Our new website, shs-

freelib.mvls.info, meets
New York State require-
ments for public access
to information and trans-
parency. Board members
are identified and the
agenda and minutes of
each board meeting can
be accessed. All of the li-
brary's policies can also
be retrieved.  Our old
blog site will expire soon
and will no longer be
maintained. We hope you
will check out our new
site and make use of the
many links on it. 
Friday, November 18

at 6:00 pm, our book dis-
cussion will be on Ann
Patchett's "The Dutch
House." This novel is set

over the course of six
decades and deals with
questions of inheritance,
love, forgiveness, how we
want to see ourselves and
who we really are. 
There will not be a

book discussion in De-
cember. We will keep you
posted on the book se-
lection for January.
Children’s Reading

Group is on Thursday
mornings from 10-11 am
and includes story time,
crafts, and a snack for
preschool and home-
school children ages pre-
school to third grade.
For more Library in-

formation please contact
(518) 284-3126.

Worship Services
The Sharon Reformed

Church (6858 State
Route 10, Sharon
Springs, NY 13459) of-
fers weekly service at
10:30 am. Contact at
(518) 234-2387 for more
details.
The Sharon Springs

United Methodist Church
(511 State Route 20,
Sharon Springs, NY,
13459) offers weekly
service at 10:30 am. Con-
tact at (518) 284-2200
for more details.
The St. Thomas The

Apostle Catholic Church
(24 Maple Avenue, Cher-
ry Valley, NY 13320) of-
fers weekly mass at 10:00
am. Reminder: confession
is available 30 minutes
before every mass. Con-
tact at (607) 264-3779
for more details.
The Zion St. John’s

Lutheran Church Seward
(114 Mesick Ave,
Cobleskill, NY 12043) of-
fers weekly service on
Sundays at 9:00 am. Con-
tact at (518) 234-3222
for more details.

Cornerstone Baptist
Church (7274 Route 10,
Ames, NY 13317). Sun-
day Service is at 10:00
am. All are welcome.
Contact (518) 673 3405
for more details.

Food Pantry
The Sharon Springs

Food Pantry is an excel-
lent local resource for
all! They are located in
the United Methodist
Church on Route 20,
across from the school
(511 US Route 20,
Sharon’s Springs, NY
13459).
They are always ac-

cepting donations! If you
or someone you know is
in need of the Pantry, the
hours are Thursday 9:00
am -10:30 am and 5:00
pm - 6:30 pm.

Senior Congregate
Meal Site

Local residents are in-
vited to enjoy socializa-
tion and a noon-time meal
at Schoharie County Of-
fice for the Aging con-
gregate meal site in
Sharon Springs (Mon.,
Wed. & Fri., Firehouse,
Beechwood Rd.). Reserve
a meal by calling OFA at
518-295-2001 by 1 pm
on the day before you
want to go. A suggested
donation of $4 is accept-
ed from those 60 years
old and older. Under age
60? You’re welcome to
participate and will be
charged $5.
To share community

news, an outstanding res-
ident, upcoming events,
business specials, adjust-
ed hours, birthdays, or
anniversaries, please
reach out directly at: alex-
is.pencar@gmail.com. 
Wishing everyone a

very positive week! Thank
you!

LLee tt tt ee rr ss   tt oo   tt hhee   EEdd ii tt oo rr   oonn   PPaa ggee   AA44
SSeenndd   uuss   yyoouu rr ss   aa tt   

cc oobb ll eess kk ii ll ll hhee rraa ll dd@@ggmmaa ii ll .. ccoomm!!

Partnership 
for a Good Cause

Kim Witkowski (seated), Executive Director of The Gathering Place in
Cobleskill, cuddles with Sebastian a handsome, furry gray ambassador
representative of the new feline fostering partnership between the senior

center and the Animal Shelter of Schoharie County.  Maggie Jackman Pryor
(standing), Executive Director of the Shelter, who came up with the novel
alliance, looks on. (Photo courtesy of the Animal Shelter of Schoharie.

County). See related story on F8.
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Tagua Nut Gift  Shop & Café ~ (518)234-2628 

 

 

Open for Breakfast & Lunch. Gift Cards Available. 
Healthy options...Salads, Paninis & Buddha Bowls 

TThhee 55 GGrreeaatteesstt JJuuiicciinngg HHeeaalltthh BBeenneeffiittss 
- Increased Vitamins & Minerals in your Diet. 
- Potential Weight Loss. 
- Increased Energy. 
- Decrease Inflammation & Reset Your Body. 
- Protect Against Disease.   AAccaaii 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF SEWARD 
is looking to hire a MEO - 

(motor equipment operator)  - 
this position requires a CDL.  

Please call 518-234-2292 
or 

stop by the Highway Bar at 795
Lowe Road to get an application. 
Please bring your license with

you.

20/20 Sale!

Hours: Mon 9-1; Tues - Thurs 9-6; Fri 9-5; Closed Sat&Sun

Rockerbox Spice Offers 
Local Flavor and Gift Ideas 

By Bradley Towle
SCHOHARIE COUNTY

- To call the existence of
the Rockerbox Spice
Company a happy acci-
dent would not insult its
founder and proprietor,
Raema, who asked that
we utilize her first name.  
In fact, she would likely

agree.  While living in
Astoria in 2012, Raema
found herself unhappy in
her job and, perhaps just
as importantly, disap-
pointed with the flavor
of granulated garlic pow-
der in an area otherwise
abundant with spice op-
tions.  Her particular
taste for garlic may have
been no fluke.  Her
grandparents and great-
grandparents had owned
a garlic farm in Webster,
New York, so Raema de-
veloped an early appre-
ciation for good garlic.
Food and cooking had
become her outlet, and
spices served as “short-
cuts” to flavor.  Out of
frustration, she simply
tossed garlic in her de-
hydrator and waited a
few days to try it out.
“The result was unlike
any garlic powder I ever
tried,” she says of her
initial experiment.  She

began bringing her dried
garlic to food swaps, and
the foodies who tried her
offerings encouraged her
to try selling the product.
Like all good heroes in
their journeys, she resis-
ted the call.  Fate, how-
ever, would choose oth-
erwise.  Raema’s job fell
into tumult, and she re-
located to Millbrook, New
York.  She struggled to
find work and instead be-
gan selling her powdered

garlic at local farmer’s
markets.  She thought,
at the very least, she
could turn the garlic busi-
ness into a side gig, but
her rapid success in the
northern Hudson Valley
farmer’s markets indicat-
ed the company could be
sustainable as a full-time
operation.  She then ex-
panded to include onion
powder, spice blends, and
pickled garlic in the prod-
ucts she offered. 

In 2014, William Sono-
ma discovered Rockerbox
at a county fair and
placed an order for
spiced gift packs to stock
stores nationwide and in
Canada for the 2015 hol-
iday season.  It was then
that Raema quickly
scaled up production and
turned to the Schoharie
County Arc to help pack-
age the order.  The busi-
ness had grown far be-
yond what she’d expect-
ed, and her only real
background was in
“crunching numbers,” a
talent she honed while
acquiring a degree in As-
trophysics.  Raema began
to fall in love with the
Schoharie Valley as she
drove back and forth
while working with the
Arc.  It was here that she
also met her current fi-
ancé, and she has called

the area her home for
seven years.  
As a solo entrepreneur,

Raema manages demand
by spending the first half
of every year in produc-
tion and the second half
at festivals and growing
her wholesale and mail
order business.  Today,
including The Carrot
Barn, Barber’s Farm,
Middleburgh Hardware,
and Bells and Whistles
Nutrition.  “It’s such an
honor to have these well-
established local busi-
nesses work with me,”
she says.  Beyond
Schoharie, roughly sixty
locations carry her spices

and powders, including
forty in New York State.
You can also find her
products at garlic festi-
vals in Saugerties, Little
Falls, Geneva, Vermont,
and Connecticut, as well
as several holiday and
harvest-themed events.
“People get amped up for
all things garlic,” she
says.  Fortunately for en-
thusiastic garlic lovers,
Raema and her Rocker-
box Spice Company have
just the thing.  Visit
RockerboxSpiceCo.com
to place orders and for
more information, and
follow on Facebook at
Rockerbox Spice Co. and

LEFT: The garlic dis-
play

SUNY Men's Basketball Posts 
Season Opening Overtime Win at Buzz

Men's Basketball #21 Jeremy Rosario Dunks on
Castleton State

COBLESKILL - Fresh-
man Shelvon Grant, Brook-
lyn, N.Y., Poughkeepsie
High School, converted a
lay-up at the buzz in over-
time to give the SUNY
Cobleskill men’s basketball
team an 80-79 victory over
the visiting Spartans of
Castleton University to
open their 2022-23 season
on Tuesday evening at the
Iorio Gymnasium. With
the victory the Fighting
Tigers open the year at 1-
0 overall while the Spartans
open the campaign at 0-
1. 
In a game of runs that

featured 11 ties and 17
lead changes, the home
team forced overtime when
senior forward Justin Feld-
man, Chester,  nailed a
three-pointer with 30 sec-
onds remaining in regula-
tion to knot the score at
68-68. 
The key to victory for

the Fighting Tigers was
their depth as Cobleskill
posted a 28-11 advantage
in bench points on the
evening. 
Junior guard Iziah Pigott,

Brooklyn, led Cobleskill in
scoring with 16 points to
go with three assists while

Justin Feldman chipped in
12 points while passing
out eight assists.  
The Orange & Black also

received strong opening
night efforts from junior
center Markel Jenkins,
Elmira, with nine points,
a game high 16 rebounds
and four assists, Grant

Shelvon with 10 points
and two rebounds and
from first-year swingman
Jeremy Rosario, Colonie,
N.Y., Colonie High School,
with 10 points, three steals
and a pair of assists.   
Cobleskill will next be

in action over the weekend
when they travel to Oneon-

ta, for the 2022 Michael
A. Freilich Tournament
hosted by SUNY Oneonta.
The Fighting Tigers will
open the event on Friday
November 11 when they
meet the Rangers of Drew
University at 5:00 p.m.
then depending on the out-
comes of Friday night’s
games will play on Satur-
day November 12 at either
1:00 p.m. or 3:00 p.m.
versus either the Can-
noneers of the Pratt Insti-
tute or the host Red Drag-
ons of SUNY Oneonta.   
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SUNY Begins 10-Year Reforestation Project

President Marion Terenzio (fourth from left) with volunteers.

The SUNY Cobleskill
campus welcomed its
newest members this
week – 160 trees planted
by more than 50 stu-
dents, faculty, and staff
– and this is just the start
of a new, decade-long
project. Throughout the
month of November, an
additional 900 trees will
be planted as part of a
larger riparian forest
along the banks of the
Cobleskill Creek. The ul-
timate goal of the project
is to plant 10,000 new
trees over the next ten
years. 
The tree planting effort

hopes to restore native
upland and lowland
forests that have in-
creased water-holding ca-
pacity, are less prone to
erosion, and filter poor-

quality water. These
forests will support bio-

diversity, enhance wildlife
habitat, and increase cor-

ridor connectivity for
species that have de-
clined due to habitat loss.
Planning for this re-

forestation project was
carried out by Associate
Professor Andrew
Gascho Landis’ Forest
Ecology class, Instruc-
tional Support Technician
Jess Furlong, Campus
Sustainability Coordina-
tor Karina Benninger, and
Environmental Manage-
ment Student Lisa
Starikov.
The planting effort this

month is supported by
the Laura Jane Musser
Fund, which awarded an
Environmental Initiative
Grant of $29,200 to the

College in support of the
Cobleskill Creek Riparian
Forest Trail. 
“The positive impacts

of planting trees is widely
known and we are excited
to use the opportunity to
work toward several im-
portant goals including
creating educational op-
portunities for our stu-
dents, developing natural
outdoors spaces for the
community to enjoy, sup-
porting natural carbon
storage, and preventing
streambank erosion,” said
Benninger. “The promo-
tion of biodiversity and
habitat protection is an
important goal of Exec-
utive Order 22 recently

given by New York State
Governor Kathy Hochul,
and the tree planting
project aligns with and
exemplifies that goal
while integrating seam-
lessly with the mission
of the College and our
academic enterprise.”
In the Spring of 2021,

Dr. Gascho Landis’ Eco-
logical Restoration class
planted the beginnings
of the campus’ riparian
forest, with 800 new trees
planted along State Route
7 to the Cobleskill Creek,
representing 22 different
tree and shrub species. 
The class studied the

planting area's landscape
features and soil map to
choose species suitable
for various conditions.
Upland species are plant-
ed on the hill slope where
soil conditions were drier;
lowland species are con-
centrated along Cobleskill
Creek. Students also con-
sidered the expected
changes in climate and
planted several species
adapted to future condi-
tions, including pin oak,
redbud, pawpaw. 
The forest is expected

to provide canopy cov-
erage to the area in about
ten to 15 years. This proj-
ect was made possible
by a $5,000 gift from
the Gerald and Elizabeth
Jennings Foundation,
used in purchasing the
seedlings for the planting.  

Saturday, November 19th 
9am-5pm

Gage Elected 
Esperance Mayor
ESPERANCE - In the

open Village of Esper-
ance race, Royce Gage
was elected Mayor with
a total of 105 votes, or
81.4% over Laurel The-
sier, who had 22 votes
(17.1%). There were two
write-in votes. In adition,

Alyssa Lowell received
78 votes, and Howard
Burman 33 for the open
Village Trustee election.
In the unexpired term
for Trustee, there were
46 write-in votes, with
the official results not
announced at press time.

McAllister Elected Judge
SCHOHARIE - Former

Cobleskill Town Council-
man and Congressional

aide Ryan McAllister won
a term as County Judge
on Tuesday with 9,996
votes. 

There were 57 write-
ins, nabbing the candi-
date 99.4% of the vote.

FIRE MARK
INSURANCE AGENCY
FINGER LAKES FIRE & CASUALTY CO 

PO Box 39 • 826 East Main Street • Cobleskill NY 12043 
518-234-2121

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS
• CONTRACTORS • RV • LIFE • HEALTH
We offer the best coverage and price to fit your needs 

because we represent so many companies.

Stop in to see Ray for all your insurance needs. 
Ray Gillis       ray@firemarkins.com

We are a full-service property & casualty agency 
offering insurance coverage on 
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Family Support 
Meetings in Schoharie!

Open Arms Recovery Resource
Center 289 Main St Schoharie

NY, 4 till 7 Thursdays. call
Chrystal @ 518 605-4180 for

details.
Addiction and recovery 

information call 518 605 3867
for more details

Sharon Springs Chamber and 
Businesses of Sharon Springs 
Hosting Shoppers Rally & Raffle

The Sharon Springs
Chamber of Commerce
and The Businesses of
Sharon Springs invite you
to a Holiday Artisan Faire
throughout our historic
village. Visit the shops
and restaurants to enjoy
the spirit of the season
and shop local. The shops
will be festively stocked
and local artisan vendors
will have their goods in
The American Hotel and
204 Main Bar & Bistro
dining rooms. Enjoy
warm seasonal delights,
festive drinks, and holi-
day tunes while shopping.

Take in some family fun
with a Candy Cane Hunt
and cap the day with a
tree lighting in Chaly-
beate Park at 5 pm. If
you are lucky, a visit from
Santa, too!

For more information,
a vendor application, and
the Rally Map, please
visit https://www.sharon-
springschamber.org/ hol-
idayartisanfaire, follow
us on FB and Instagram
@sharonspringschamber
or (e) sharon-
springschamber@gmail.c
om

The SUNY Cobleskill
Athletic Department an-
nounced today that first-
year rider Caroline
Palmer, Pittsfield, Mass.,
Taconic High School, a
member of the hunt seat
equestrian team has been
named of the program’s
Fighting Tiger Athlete-
of-the-Week for the week
ending November 6,
2022. 

Palmer led the Fighting
Tigers to a third place
finish in a field of 10
teams at an Intercolle-

giate Horse Show Asso-
ciation (IHSA) Show host-
ed by Skidmore College
on Saturday in Saratoga
Springs, N.Y. by placing
second in limit fences
and second in interme-
diate flats for 10 of the
team’s 27 total points at
the event.  

The Fighting Tigers will
next be in action when
they close out the semes-
ter on Saturday Novem-
ber 19 when they return
to Saratoga Springs, N.Y.
for an IHSA competition

hosted by Skidmore Col-
lege at the Van Lennep
Riding Center beginning
at 10:00 a.m.   

SUNY Palmer Earns 
Athlete of the Week

Three Elected 
in Richmondville

RICHMONDVILLE -
Garry Davis and Milan
Jackson each cinched
terms as Richmondville

Village Trustee Tuesday
night, earning 194 and
157 votes, respectively.
There were two write-

ins. Cynthia Miller, with
204 votes, won an unex-
pired term as Trustee.

535 votes in Tuesday's
election while Johnstone
received 505. There were
7 write-in votes.

Howard Burt, Jr. and
Tom Johnstone return to
the Village of Cobleskill
Board for another term
as Trustee. Burt received

Trustees Reelected 
in Cobleskill

Sharon Springs Saving Money
with New LED Street Lights

in lighting makes the
neighborhood look more
quaint at night.”

If you've noticed a few
lights missing, you aren't
mistaken! A lighting spe-
cialist went around and
assessed the light layout
and found that there was
an unnecessary amount
of light in certain areas.
The conclusion was to
eliminate up to 20 street
lights Village-wide to re-
duce the unneeded abun-
dance of lighting.

According to Mayor
Doug Plummer, “the Vil-
lage has collectively spent

more money on rentals
of the National Grid street
lights than they have in
electricity costs”! This re-
duction in cost is a shift
in the right direction. 

It isn’t cheap or easy
to take on a project to
deduct costs in the future!
The Village of Sharon
Springs applied for and
received a grant, nearly
4 years ago. This Grant
for about $50,000 was
specifically to purchase
the street lights from Na-
tional Grid to then make
the energy efficient swap. 

With years of hard work
by the Village Staff in-
vested into this cause,
specifically Village Clerk/
Treasurer Margi Neary
and Village Deputy Clerk

/ Treasurer Linda Feuz,
things have finally been
able to move along. It
was said that there was
quite a bit of “slow nego-
tiations” on National
Grid's part and some
“dragging of feet in-
volved” but the deal has
been wrapped up very re-
cently. 

At the last Village Board
Meeting October 20th,
Mayor Plummer was able

to proudly say, “we now
own our street lights!”.
This is a huge victory in
utilizing grants won and
reducing Village costs
overall. 

The next Village of
Sharon Springs Board
Meeting is November
17th at 6 pm. For more
information, please con-
tact the Village Office at
(518) 284-2625.

By Alexis Pencar
SHARON SPRINGS -

The “Dimming of the Vil-
lage” happened last week
on Friday November 4th,
with a crew and bucket
truck working their way
up Main Street. The crew
has been working for a
few days to remove the
old heads off the National
Grid poles, replacing
them with new, energy
efficient LEDs. 

These new energy effi-
cient LEDs give off a
warm white light that falls
directly under the light
whereas the previous high

pressure sodium bulbs
give off an overly bright
orange light. The “dim-
ming” has been in refer-
ence to the adjustment
in color of light but also
the light footprints as well.

A long-time resident on
Main Street said, “it's a
much needed change
since the previous orange
lights were a little un-
pleasant and could be
overwhelming, especially
in the darker Winter
months.” Another neigh-
bor followed it up with,
“it's nice to see the Village
saving money on the
change and the difference

GGoo tt   aa   TT ii pp??
CCaa ll ll   UUss   aa tt   

5511 88--77 6633 --6688 5544
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518-827-7393

NOTICE
Vacancies exist in the Schoharie County Health Department

in the positions of
PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE 

(2022 Starting Salary: $60,423 — CSEA grade 20) and
REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL NURSE 

(2022 Starting Salary: $50,756 — CSEA grade 17)

•Appointment to the position of PUBLIC HEALTHNURSE
will be provisional. Permanent appointment will be contingent
upon successful completion of a Civil Service examination &

becoming reachable on the resulting eligible list.

Candidates interested in being considered for a position
must submit an employment application to the Schoharie

County Department of Personnel & Civil Service,
284 Main Street, PO Box 675, Schoharie, NY 12157, 

(e-mail: civilservice@co.schoharie.ny.us ) by the close of
business on NOVEMBER 8, 2022.

Applications may be obtained in the Personnel Office or on-
line at: www.sehohariecountv-nv.gov

MINIMUM OUALIFICATIONS
Public Health Nurse: Possession of a bachelor's degree in

Nursing from a regionally accredited or New York 
State-registered college or university; and 

licensure & current registration to practice as a 
Registered Professional Nurse in New York State.
Registered Professional Nurse: Possession of an 

associate's degree in Nursing from a regionally accredited or
New York State-registered college or university; and licensure
& current registration to practice as a Registered Professional

Nurse in New York State; and two (2) years of 
general nursing experience. 

(Part-time employment can be pro-rated to count towards
full-time, based on number of hours worked per week).
SPECIAL REQUIREMENT: These positions require 

extensive travel. Incumbents will be required to possess a
valid, appropriate level, New York State operator's license, or
otherwise demonstrate the ability to meet the travel needs of

the job.

**In accordance with NYS Public Health Law, 
appointee must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19

at time of appointment and provide proof of vaccination
status**

Sharon Springs’ Own Fralick 
Receives Outstanding Library Staff Award 
By Alexis Pencar
Sharon Springs’ very

own JoAnn Fralick re-
ceived the first ever Out-
standing Library Staff
Award from the Mohawk
Valley Library System on
October 27th, 2022 at
the MVLS Annual Meet-
ing.
The award was pre-

sented to JoAnn Fralick
by MVLS Executive Di-
rector Eric Trahan, with
Sharon Springs Free Li-
brary President Jeanne
Irwin present as well. 
Ms. JoAnn was recog-

nized for her excellent
work with the Sharon
Springs Free Library,
specifically the growth
of the Children's Reading

Group. Ms. JoAnn hosts
this Reading Group, each
Thursday at 10 am, open
to all, catering more to
preschool age children
as well as home school
students. This familiar
weekly activity has be-
come a staple for so
many and provides won-
derful enrichment for
young children.
This is the first time

the Outstanding Library
Staff Award has been giv-
en out and Ms. JoAnn
Fralick is a fantastic first
recipient. What a lovely
and fitting way to ac-
knowledge the hard work
of one of our community
members!

Animal Shelter Teams Up with Seniors 
at the Gathering Place

By Suzanne M Walsh
COBLESKILL - A new

and very creative alliance
between the Animal Shel-
ter of Schoharie County
and The Gathering Place
in Cobleskill has been an-
nounced this past week.
Maggie Jackman Pryor,
Executive Director of the
Shelter had a good idea
and reached out to imple-
ment it with Kimberly
Witkowski, Executive Di-
rector of the Schoharie
County Council of Senior
Citizens, the organization
overseeing The Gathering
Place.  
Together, Maggie and

Kim worked on a Feline
Foster Program for Sen-
iors.  This is a new net-
working arrangement be-
tween the two non-profit
service organizations de-
signed as a cooperative
effort for the purpose of

hopefully not only allevi-
ating some of the stresses
of the overcrowded hous-
ing conditions currently
experienced by the ani-
mals at the Shelter, but
also to tap into the under-
utilized potential for sen-
iors in our community to
meet some very cuddly
felines in sore need of
some lovin’ during a peri-
od of intense uncertainty
in their lives. 
With over 75 cats cur-

rently being housed at the
Shelter, and the nearly 700
seniors signed on as mem-
bers of The Gathering
Place since its thriving be-
ginnings just a few short
years ago, the senior com-
munity center in Cobleskill
will now be host to visits
a few times a week from
specially selected shelter
cats transported over from

the Howe’s Cave Road
site.  As the furry, warm
ambassadors of this inno-
vative pilot program, the
felines will be on hand to
meet and mingle among
the members of the senior
community, while at the
same time represent the
blueprint model of one
Schoharie County non-
profit organization part-
nering with another to ad-
dress mutually exchanged
needs.  The cats presented
will be those in need of
some fostering, love and
warmth, while the seniors
will have the opportunity
to touch, pet, stroke and
explore the otherwise-un-
explored consideration of
whether an opportunity
for feline companionship
might be a compatible
match for them.  The res-
cued cats and kittens at

the animal shelter without
exception are all super-
heroes, having survived
the experience of being
abandoned, and some-
times abused, but still
trustful that someone may
yet come along who will
love them. 
The program will involve

a written contract between
the Shelter and any senior
who feels they’d like to
try out fostering a cat of
their choice to experience
what it feels like to have
the warmth of a little feline
companionship in their
lives.  The agreement rep-
resents a commitment on
the part of the adult but
can be rescinded at any
time for any reason, with
the Shelter on hand and
ready to take back custody
of the foster animal.
The especially appealing

and unique feature of this
partnership is that the
Shelter for its part will be
totally present guiding

every step of the way as
backup for any prospec-
tive senior who wishes to
experience being a foster
parent.  This means that
the shelter will provide for
anything the fostering sen-
ior finds that they are un-
able to manage by them-
selves, including cat food,
cat litter and tutorials on
cat care.  Veterinary needs
and house calls by Shelter
staff would also be pro-
vided.  In addition, should
anything unexpected hap-
pen to the prospective fos-
ter parent, the Shelter will
resume the responsibility
of the foster-feline (the
Animal Shelter of
Schoharie County is a no-
kill shelter). 
Tapping into the rich

resources involving the
seniors in our community
is the brainchild of Shelter
Director Maggie who said
she came up with the idea
while pondering a win-
win situation generated by

the need to do something
to alleviate the increasingly
overcrowded conditions
at the Shelter in a way
that would benefit both
the cats in need of one-
on-one TLC, and at the
same time utilize the huge
senior presence in our
community who have a
whole lotta lovin’ to give,
but who may not be able
to make a permanent com-
mitment, or have the re-
sources to do so on their
own.
If you feel you might be

interested in this interest-
ing new program, please
contact The Gathering
Place at 518-254-7040
and leave your name with
the front desk for forward-
ing to a Shelter represen-
tative, or just stop by The
Gathering Place at 127
Kenyon Road in Cobleskill
to meet the Shelter cats
in person during visiting
times.  They’ll be furry
happy to meet you.


